New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0840

Prime Sponsors:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, Farah N. Louis, Lincoln Restler

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the police department to report on custodial interrogations of minors.

Submitted by:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams

Justification:
For decades, youth have faced coercive interrogation tactics with catastrophic consequences. Adolescents, unable to fully comprehend the gravity of a police interrogation, waive their Miranda rights at a rate of 90 percent.[footnoteRef:1] Youth are disproportionately likely to make false confessions compared to adults, and are especially susceptible to coercive interrogation techniques. Like much of youth crime being linked to the underdeveloped parts of their brains that govern decision-making and their highly active reward-seeking parts of their brains, young people are more likely to agree or comply with the police while in a stressful situation, like an interrogation. As with all aspects of the criminal legal system, this disproportionately impacts Black and brown youth. Accordingly, the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry believes that juveniles should have an attorney present during questioning by police or other law enforcement agencies.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  https://jlc.org/issues/access-counsel ]  [2:  https://www.aacap.org/aacap/Policy_Statements/2013/Interviewing_and_Interrogating_Juvenile_Suspects.aspx ] 


This bill would require the commissioner of the NYPD to issue a quarterly report on custodial interrogations of minors. Such report would include the total number of times the department attempted to conduct a custodial interrogation of a minor in the previous quarter, disaggregated by: the race, age, and gender of the minor; the precinct of the arresting officer; the borough where the arrest took place; whether a parent or legal guardian of the minor was informed of the arrest prior to the interrogation; whether the minor spoke to an attorney prior to the interrogation; whether the minor was notified of their Miranda Rights; and whether the minor waived such rights.
