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          1  FIRE AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I call the

          3  meeting of the Fire and Criminal Justice Services to

          4  order.

          5                 Today we're going to vote on proposed

          6  Intro. 553-A. Myself as prime sponsor, along with

          7  Speaker Christine Quinn, and Council Member Erik

          8  Dilan, Chair of the Housing and Buildings Committee.

          9                 We already had a previous hearing on

         10  Intro. 553, which the intent of the bill is to have

         11  a better system of communication between the Fire

         12  Departments and the Building Department whenever

         13  someone applies for a permit to do work or alter the

         14  configuration of a particular site or commercial

         15  site or residential building in the City of New

         16  York.

         17                 The intent, and responding to the

         18  tragedy that we had in the Bronx where we lost one

         19  firefighter, two firefighters and several others

         20  were injured as a result of work that were conducted

         21  in that particular site, and not having any sort of

         22  information as to what kind of work or permit was

         23  issued for the work there can produce a tragic

         24  incident in which our firefighters don't have the

         25  tools, in this case the information necessary
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          2  available to them to know whether or not structural

          3  changes were conducted at a site where they are

          4  responding to a fire. The main intent of this bill

          5  is to ensure the safety and to prevent the loss of

          6  life, particularly firefighters, when they go in to

          7  fight a fire, so they can have the information

          8  available to them to know exactly what they're going

          9  into.

         10                 Again, this is a response to that

         11  horrible fire we had in the Bronx in which right

         12  after that fire, Council Member Maria Baez, Speaker

         13  Quinn and myself visited the site and took a

         14  firsthand understanding of the situation that many

         15  of our firefighters face when they go in to fight a

         16  fire and not have the information available to them

         17  as to what exactly is going on in that structure in

         18  that building.

         19                 So, I recommend an aye vote on the

         20  bill, and I think this is the first step in

         21  addressing many of the issues that we have currently

         22  in the City in terms of the sharing of information

         23  between agencies, particularly the Fire Department

         24  and the Buildings Department.

         25                 Before we call the roll, are there
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          2  any comments from my colleagues? I want to make sure

          3  that I introduce the members that are present here.

          4  Tony Avella, Council Member Addabbo, Council Member

          5  Eric Gioia, Council Member Vacca. And Gerson is

          6  behind the glass.

          7                 Call the roll.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Introduction

          9  553-A.

         10                 Council Member Martinez.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         23  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         24  abstentions, the item has been adopted.

         25                 Members, please sign the Committee
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          2  Report.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: We're going to

          5  leave the vote open for another ten, 15 minutes, for

          6  Council members on their way here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          8  Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I

         10  enthusiastically vote yes on this most important

         11  item before us today. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote on the

         13  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services,

         14  Proposed Introduction 553-A, stands as seven in the

         15  affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         16  abstentions. Thank you.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 11:16 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 9th day of May 2007.
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