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I.
Introduction

On April 18, 2018, the Committee on Land Use will hold a hearing on Introduction No. 759, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to identifying applications to the department of city planning and the department of buildings related to parcels suitable for school sitings.  This hearing will be part of a joint hearing of the Committees on Land Use Finance and Education on the topic “Oversight - Reviewing Recent City Council Report - Planning to Learn: The School Building Challenge.”
  Representatives of the School Construction Authority, the Department of City Planning (DCP), the Department of Buildings (DOB), the Department of Education (DOE), and various advocates and stakeholders have been invited to testify.
II.
Background


The New York City Council School Planning and Siting Working Group’s  (the Working Group) report, Planning to Learn: The School Building Challenge, identifies six key challenges to increasing school capacity to address overcrowding.
  One of the key challenges identified is the difficulty involved in finding appropriate sites for new school construction.  According to the report: 

“Very few large vacant parcels are left in the neighborhoods where crowding in schools is most prevalent, and the standard school designs are not easily located on small or irregular sites or in mixed-use buildings, particularly in affordable housing.  Even when appropriate sites are identified, there may be competing priorities for use of large publicly-owned land, or local residents may oppose the siting of a new school due to concerns related to traffic, noise, and other quality-of-life issues.”

According to the report, SCA looks for sites that have at least 20,000 square feet but will consider sites as small as 12,000 square feet.
  To assist the School Construction Authority (SCA) in its efforts to locate available land and buildings that may be appropriate for new school construction or school sitings, the Working Group recommended requiring applicants for zoning changes “to ask SCA  if they would consider siting a new school” as part of the development plans and requiring property owners in high needs school geographies to notify SCA before apply for a building permit.


Introduction No. 759 embraces aspects of both of these recommendations.  It would require applicants for ULURP actions, amendments of the text of the Zoning Resolution, and building permits to indicate whether the applicant owns or controls a lot or adjacent lots which are the subject of the application and which in the aggregate measure 12,000 square feet or more or 20,000 square feet or more.  It would further require that whenever an applicant affirms that the subject property meets one of these conditions, the relevant agency (DOB or  DCP) shall report such information to the president of the SCA, along with the name of the applicant and the borough, block, and lot of the property.  It would further require that by January 30th of each year, DCP and DOB report to the Speaker of the Council the list of applications referred to SCA pursuant to this local law. 

By requesting such information of applicants and forwarding such information to SCA, the legislation would provide SCA notice of the existence of sites that may be appropriate for school sitings and would potentially provide an opportunity for SCA to take action to engage the owner of the property, discuss the possibility of a school siting, and potentially acquire the property before the  owner proceeds with the development which was the subject of the application.
III.
Analysis of  Introduction No. 759-2018
Bill section one would amend Title 25 of the Administrative Code (the Code) by adding a new section 25-116 as described herein.
Subdivision a of new section 25-116 would provide that the Department of City Planning (DCP) shall require every applicant who files an application pursuant to section 197-c or section 201 of the Charter (ULURP applications and amendments of the text of the Zoning Resolution) to indicate whether the applicant owns or controls a lot or adjacent lots which are the subject of the application and which in the aggregate measure: (i) 20,000 square feet or more; or (ii) 12,000 square feet or more.    Such lot or lots meeting the conditions of (i) or (ii) shall be identified by tax block and lot numbers.
Subdivision b of section 25-116 would provide that upon filing of any application for which an applicant has informed the department that the subject land meets either of the conditions described in subdivision a of such section, DCP shall report the following information to the president of the School Construction Authority (SCA): the name of the applicant; the application number; the borough, blocks, and lots that are the subject of the application;  the information provided by the applicant pursuant to subdivision a of this section; and the approval or approvals requested by the applicant.
Subdivision c of section 25-116 would provide that by January 30 of each year, DCP hall report to the Speaker of the Council the list of applications referred to the SCA pursuant to subdivision b of such section during the previous year.
Bill section 2 would amend Title 28 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 28-104.8.2.1 as described herein.
New section 28-104.8.2.1 would provide that a statement included in an application for new building pursuant to Administrative Code § 28-104.8.2 shall also indicate whether a lot or adjacent lots, which are the subject of the application, in the aggregate measure: (i) 20,000 square feet or more; or (ii) 12,000 square feet or more.  Such lot or lots meeting the conditions of (i) or (ii) shall be identified by borough, tax block and lot numbers.  Upon filing of any application on which an applicant has informed the Department of Buildings (DOB) that the subject land meets either of the conditions described in in such section, the DOB shall report the following information to the president of the SCA: the name of the applicant; the application number; the borough, blocks, and lots that are the subject of the application; and the information provided by the applicant pursuant to Administrative Code § 28-104.8.2.  By January 30 of each year, DOB shall report to the Speaker of the Council the list of applications referred to the SCA pursuant to such section during the previous year.
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A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to identifying applications to the department of city planning and the department of buildings related to parcels suitable for school sitings

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Title 25 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 25-116 to read as follows:

§ 25-116 School site identification. a. The department of city planning shall require every applicant who files an application pursuant to section 197-c or section 201 of the charter to indicate whether the applicant owns or controls a lot or adjacent lots which are the subject of the application and which in the aggregate measure: (i) twenty-thousand square feet or more; or (ii) twelve-thousand square feet  or more.    Such lot or lots meeting the conditions of (i) or (ii) shall be identified by tax block and lot numbers.

b.  Upon filing of any application for which an applicant has informed the department that the subject land meets either of the conditions described in subdivision a of this section, the department shall report the following information to the president of the school construction authority: the name of the applicant; the application number; the borough, blocks, and lots that are the subject of the application;  the information provided by the applicant pursuant to subdivision a of this section; and the approval or approvals requested by the applicant.

c.  By January 30 of each year, the department shall report to the speaker of the council the list of applications referred to the school construction authority pursuant to subdivision b of this section during the previous year.

§ 2.  Title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-104.8.2.1 to read as follows:

28-104.8.2.1  Lots meeting certain school siting criteria.  A statement included in an application for new building pursuant to section 28-104.8.2 shall also indicate whether a lot or adjacent lots, which are the subject of the application, in the aggregate measure: (i) twenty-thousand square feet or more; or (ii) twelve-thousand square feet or more.    Such lot or lots meeting the conditions of (i) or (ii) shall be identified by borough, tax block and lot numbers.  Upon filing of any application on which an applicant has informed the department that the subject land meets either of the conditions described in in this section, the department shall report the following information to the president of the school construction authority: the name of the applicant; the application number; the borough, blocks, and lots that are the subject of the application; and the information provided by the applicant pursuant to section 28-104.8.2.  By January 30 of each year, the department shall report to the speaker of the council the list of applications referred to the school construction authority pursuant to this section during the previous year.

§ 3. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.
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