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By Council Members Morano, Brooks-Powers, Farías, Santosuosso and J. Sanchez

Whereas, Infertility affects millions of people at some point in their life; and
Whereas, Fertility treatments, such as in vitro fertilization (IVF), allow those who experience infertility a potential path to expanding their families; and
Whereas, The high cost of advanced fertility treatments is a major barrier to access, particularly for low-income individuals and couples with limited insurance coverage; and
Whereas, The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services estimates the cost for a single cycle of IVF to range from $15,000 to $20,000, which can exceed $30,000 if a donor egg is involved in the process; and
Whereas, Many countries offer publicly-funded or heavily-subsidized fertility services to aid low-income families in accessing treatment, including Belgium, which offers nearly full payment coverage for up to six cycles of IVF; and
Whereas, NYC Health+Hospitals (H+H) facilities have a public health mission to serve all New Yorkers, regardless of their ability to pay, and is the primary safety net provider for the city’s most vulnerable populations, including those who are uninsured or on Medicaid; and
Whereas, H+H already provides a wide range of women's health and obstetric services, including general gynecology, prenatal care, genetic counseling, and maternal-fetal medicine; and
Whereas, H+H currently only covers limited diagnostics and ovulation-enhancing drugs under certain conditions; and
Whereas, Those services could potentially be expanded to accommodate more advanced reproductive technologies, such as IVF, in an efficient and cost-effective manner; and
Whereas, Integrating fertility treatments into the existing system would allow for seamless, multidisciplinary care; and 
Whereas, A public option for fertility care would provide inclusive services for various populations, including LGBTQ+ individuals and couples, single parents by choice, and cancer patients needing fertility preservation, who all face unique challenges in accessing private care; and
Whereas, Providing these services would align with New York State initiatives to expand infertility coverage, as Medicaid in New York already covers some basic infertility benefits; and  
Whereas, One H+H facility has been offering fertility treatments since the mid-1990s, with Bellevue Hospital’s Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility clinic seeing approximately 150 new patients per year; and
Whereas, H+H should consider piloting such services at other H+H facilities, potentially in partnership with private fertility clinics or under a cost-sharing model, to expand affordable access to City residents; and
Whereas, Expanding these offerings through the public hospital system would further the public health goal of helping New Yorkers build families without overwhelming financial strain; now, therefore, be it, 
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the NYC Health + Hospitals Corporation to study the feasibility of offering in vitro fertilization and other fertility treatment services across its network. 
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