
[image: image1.png]










Staff:     Carmen J. Cognetta, Jr.









  Counsel to the Committee









   Andrew Sterrer









   Infrastructure Division

The New York City Council

Committee on Sanitation and Solid waste Management

Michael E. McMahon, chairman

Infrastructure Division

Marcel Van Ooyen, Deputy Chief-of-Staff

January 13, 2003


On January 13, 2003 the Sanitation and Solid Waste Management Committee, will conduct an oversight hearing concerning the Department of Sanitation’s snow removal plan with a focus on the December 5, 2002 snow removal effort.




BACKGROUND:  




Chapter 31 of the New York City Charter, §§ 751-755, sets forth the structure, powers and duties of the Department of Sanitation. The Sanitation Commissioner is charged with a number of responsibilities relating to the cleanliness of streets and the disposal of waste.  § 753 (2) provides that the Commissioner shall be responsible for the removal of ice and snow from the streets. Administrative Code §16-124 provides “The commissioner, immediately after every snowfall or the formation of ice on the streets, shall forthwith cause the removal of same, and shall keep all streets clean and free from obstruction”




In times that snow or ice conditions occur, the Department of Sanitation redirects their personnel from cleaning and pick up operations to salting and snow removal. The Department is responsible for the salting of and/or snow removal from all public streets and highways (approximately 6,000 miles) located within the city limits. Plans for the efficient and effect salting and snow removal are developed by the Sanitation Department and implemented by borough, under the direction of a supervisor who is responsible for their designated borough or part thereof. The Sanitation Department deploys 350 salt spreaders and 1,000 snowplows to accomplish this task.



Section 103 (1)(c) of the City Charter provides that each executive expense budget must include an amount to provide for the removal of ice and snow that is “equal to the average of all expenditures during each of the five preceding fiscal years for the payment of the expense of the removal of snow and ice, exclusive of salaries and wages of regular employees of the city except for overtime work and for work on Sundays and Holidays, and exclusive of the purchase of equipment”. The budget for fiscal year 2003 provided for $9,980,918 for ice and snow removal

December 5, 2002 Snowfall




On December 5, 2002 between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. New York City received 6 inches of snow (official snowfall counts, Central Park 6”, JFK Airport 6” and LaGuardia Airport 7”
). The Council received complaints from residents of Staten Island Brooklyn  and Queens that the snow removal operation was discontinued before their streets were cleared. The complaints came from Community Board  #2 and  #3 on Staten Island and scattered neighborhoods in Queens and Brooklyn. The complaints concerned the condition of tertiary streets in residential areas.

� Daily News, December 6, 2002, Page 2.
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