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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I would like to

          3  welcome everybody to the Council's Finance Committee

          4  meeting today. I want to regal you with exciting

          5  legislation that will challenge your intellect and

          6  your sense of governmental propriety. So, rather

          7  than wait, we will start immediately in order to

          8  give you an opportunity to share in this momentous

          9  day.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Chairman,

         11  before we get started may I make an introduction,

         12  please?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I am sorry, you

         14  have an introduction to make, Mr. Robles?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes, sir.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: By all means, Mr.

         17  Robles.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Chairman.

         20                 Today I looked up and I realized that

         21  I am privileged that one of my constituents happened

         22  to be joining us this morning. Not only is he the

         23  distinguished Minister that is the Pastor of the

         24  Bushwick United Methodist Church in my district in

         25  Bushwick, but recently he was elected to the
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          2  Community School Board District 32 in Bushwick, so

          3  now I guess I refer to him as the Reverend Honorable

          4  Edward Norman, who not only is a member of Community

          5  Board, School Board No. 2, but also the Pastor of

          6  the Bushwick United Methodist Church, and I want to

          7  personally welcome him to City Hall. It is good to

          8  see you, sir. And I ask you to extend the privileges

          9  like you always do, sir.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: It is my

         11  pleasure.

         12                 Reverend, welcome to the City Council

         13  Finance Committee meeting, and it might be that if

         14  you presided over this session, we could get more

         15  out of our members, considering your history.

         16                 I wish you lots of luck, and

         17  certainly I am delighted that you have agreed to

         18  take a public position on the school board. I think

         19  that is wonderful and I congratulate you for that,

         20  and welcome. Thank you.

         21                 Okay, having done that, we do have a

         22  very significant piece of business to take care of

         23  today, and we can get on with it if someone from the

         24  Finance Division was willing to get up here and

         25  testify.
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          2                 So, who is going to testify? I meant

          3  Parks.

          4                 Would you identify yourselves.

          5                 MR. LAIRD: Good morning. My name is

          6  Joshua Laird, Park name Sirius, I am the Chief of

          7  Planning for the Parks Department.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Before you start,

          9  if you give me a park name I am going to strangle

         10  you.

         11                 MS. WENGER: My name is Allison

         12  Wenger, park name Wagon, I am Director of Government

         13  Relations for Parks.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Welcome. Despite

         15  your park name, I would ask you to share with us

         16  information on this legislation. This is very

         17  important, seriously, so if you can talk about this

         18  resolution? This is a resolution authorizing the

         19  filing of applications for State Assistance Payments

         20  from the municipal park and local waterfront

         21  revitalization projects within the City of New York,

         22  and the signing of the appropriate contracts with

         23  the state.

         24                 Now, we just recently did another

         25  resolution, this is in addition to the prior one, or
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          2  is this a modification of that?

          3                 MR. LAIRD: This is in addition to the

          4  prior one. These are three additional applications.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: So what are we

          6  talking about with this one?

          7                 MR. LAIRD: These are three

          8  applications that have been put together by our

          9  natural resources group.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Three

         11  applications in one resolution?

         12                 MR. LAIRD: One resolution, all three

         13  applications are for projects that would receive, we

         14  hope, funding through the Department of State,

         15  through their coastal waterfront revitalization

         16  program. They are all related to the restoration and

         17  preservation of the City's watershed. In the case of

         18  one project, we would be seeking to continue our

         19  program of propagating rare and endangered native

         20  flora for introduction to the City's watershed.

         21                 The second application is for an

         22  educational program to encourage contractors to

         23  implement good runoff mitigation practices at

         24  construction sites that are near the City's

         25  watershed.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Would that be

          3  under the title Citywide Sediment and Erosion

          4  Control Program?

          5                 MR. LAIRD: Correct.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Let me understand

          7  this. You have to educate contractors to do the

          8  right thing environmentally?

          9                 MR. LAIRD: Educate and enforce,

         10  absolutely. Construction sites, even for whatever

         11  short duration they may have, can be a source of

         12  considerable runoff, especially during severe rain

         13  events. This program would teach them to use

         14  sandbags and bales of hay and other measures which

         15  would prevent their excavation material or other

         16  dirt that they are working in from running off.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: As a practical

         18  matter, though, when you give a contract out,

         19  doesn't the terms of the proposal require them to

         20  comply with these provisions?

         21                 MR. LAIRD: When the Parks Department

         22  does this program, it is not just for contractors

         23  working for the Parks Department.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I understand. So

         25  then it might seem appropriate in the future to
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          2  cause other agencies to be park environmentally

          3  sensitive?

          4                 MR. LAIRD: That is correct. The law

          5  is already in place. So this would also enable us to

          6  work with private contractors, to educate them first

          7  and use enforcement second.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right. And

          9  the last one?

         10                 This is a mouthful, I want to see if

         11  you can say it easily.

         12                 MR. LAIRD: Okay, I will do my best.

         13  Coastal forested watershed interpretive signage

         14  project for mountain bikes and ATVs. This is very

         15  simply an impressive name for a very simple program,

         16  which is a signage program --

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Is it for bike

         18  paths?

         19                 MR. LAIRD: Excuse me?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Is it for bike

         21  paths?

         22                 MR. LAIRD: No, it is not for bike

         23  paths. It is to educate cyclists and All Terrain

         24  Vehicle users to go off path, to prevent them from

         25  straying from the path that we have and causing
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          2  significant damage to many of our parks.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Is there

          4  particular geography that you have in mind for that?

          5                 MR. LAIRD: Yes, indeed there is.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Are the locations

          7  within the resolution, or is that --

          8                 MR. LAIRD: No, they are not. It is a

          9  Citywide program. I have some locations that we will

         10  likely target our program toward, but the

         11  application itself, the program itself is considered

         12  citywide and will go wherever --

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: In other words,

         14  where ever in the City it requires this approach,

         15  that is where it will be applied?

         16                 MR. LAIRD: Absolutely. But Van

         17  Courtlandt Park, Inwood Hill Park, as well as the

         18  Green Belt and Forest Park are the areas where we

         19  have had the most significant problems with mountain

         20  bikers and ATVs.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Mr. Stabile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Yes, I have

         23  several questions to ask about this.

         24                 First of all, on these off-road

         25  bikes, these Cherokees or whatever they are,
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          2  Comanche's, aren't these bikes illegal to have on

          3  the streets of New York?

          4                 MR. LAIRD: You are talking about the

          5  motorized dirtbikes and so forth?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Yes.

          7                 MR. LAIRD: Yes, I believe they are.

          8  They are illegal on City streets, but people

          9  actually --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Transport

         11  them.

         12                 MR. LAIRD: Transport them, exactly.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Okay, several

         14  years ago in my district we had a priest killed. He

         15  was on a regular bicycle, stopped to drink some

         16  water, the young fellow on a motorbike killed him,

         17  ran over him and killed him, and the ironic part of

         18  the whole thing is --

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Excuse me. Was

         20  this a deliberate homicide or was it an accidental

         21  homicide?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: It definitely

         23  was an accident.

         24                 My problem is they are all over my

         25  district, and I represent the Rockaways, Howard
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          2  Beach. We have the whole wetlands behind Howard

          3  Beach, and the mosquitos. We have some problems with

          4  these.

          5                 Now, when we call Federal Gateway or

          6  we call PAP or we call police, we get zero response,

          7  other than they can't ride and that is it. Is this

          8  legislation designed to not only educate but to

          9  enforce the fact?

         10                 MR. LAIRD: This particular program is

         11  an education. It is a $75,000 application, it is not

         12  geared towards enforcement.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Okay. Now I

         14  am going to hit you with something else, which

         15  really I cannot understand.

         16                 I represent the part of the Rockaways

         17  from Beach 74th Street to Breezy, but we have a

         18  boardwalk from 126th Street to Beach 74th Street. I

         19  have to put in anywhere from a million to a

         20  million-two every year to replenish this boardwalk.

         21                 Now, this boardwalk is used by every

         22  single person throughout the City, state or anyone

         23  else who would like to use it. Why, in the name of

         24  God, cannot you see that this becomes a Citywide or

         25  a Boroughwide initiative?
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          2                 You are looking at things like this

          3  as a Citywide initiative, why aren't you looking at

          4  the boardwalk that is seriously destroyed as a

          5  Citywide initiative?

          6                 Now, last year Henry Stern said he

          7  was getting $5,000 from the state under a similar

          8  type of grant for this, and we never got it.

          9                 MR. LAIRD: The application was

         10  rejected. We have filed another application this

         11  year.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: But do you,

         13  as a person from the Parks, can you understand what

         14  I am saying? Here is a beach, which is used not just

         15  by members of the 32nd Council District, yet Forest

         16  Park becomes a Queens initiative, not just a Council

         17  initiative; why isn't the boardwalk at least a

         18  Queens initiative or at least a Citywide initiative,

         19  seeing that it is used by people throughout the

         20  City?

         21                 The other thing I want to bring out

         22  to you, when we talk about all these education for

         23  contractors, I think it is ridiculous.

         24                 I mean, I support this to a point,

         25  but I think it is ridiculous where we should spend
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          2  our money to educate the people that we are paying

          3  to do the work for us.

          4                 I mean, you are going to teach

          5  someone who is supposed to be an expert on dredging

          6  or doing sand work or doing repairs by waterfront,

          7  we have to teach them or educate them on how they

          8  should be doing it up to the federal or state or

          9  city guidelines. Don't you think it should be their

         10  responsibility for them to pick up that letter or

         11  that brochure and say, well, I have to use sandbags

         12  and I have to use a certain type of lumber, and I

         13  can't do this and I can't do that? Why are we

         14  spending the money to educate them?

         15                 MR. LAIRD: Well, the sad fact is that

         16  they don't. We are in this case talking about

         17  contractors who are not necessarily working in the

         18  watershed and contractors that may have a certain

         19  expertise in working in a watershed, we are talking

         20  about roadway contractors, home builders, who may be

         21  working near a watershed and --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Why couldn't

         23  this be put into their contract when they do their

         24  RFP, that they have a responsibility to meet and to

         25  educate themselves, their employees, to meet these
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          2  standards. Why should it be the City's burden? That

          3  is like saying I am going to hire a carpenter, but I

          4  am going to give them a three-hour class every day

          5  on how to miter wood. Or I am going to hire an

          6  electrician but he is going to get a course every

          7  day on how to put light bulbs in. I mean, why isn't

          8  that included?

          9                 And the reason why I am saying this

         10  is, three-quarters of my district is surrounded by

         11  water, now I am very serious with this because we

         12  constantly get hit by the State DEP, which id the

         13  next gestapo of America, who walk around with guns

         14  on their sides, threaten people, scare the hell out

         15  of people, for something that someone doesn't even

         16  know.

         17                 I could see educating home owners.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: This is the state

         19  DEP?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: State DEP.

         21                 MR. LAIRD: Right.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: State DEP.

         23  They walk around with nine millimeters and they look

         24  like the gestapo of -- DEC. I am sorry, DEC. DEC.

         25  Yes, I am sorry, DEC. This is the Regional Office of
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          2  Environmental Protection.

          3                 My biggest problem is, if we are

          4  going out there educating contractors who are being

          5  paid very handsomely by the City to do a job, then

          6  why the hell do we have to educate them on the

          7  proper way to do the job? Why isn't it their

          8  responsibility.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I kind of agree,

         10  and I was leading towards that myself with my

         11  questions. It seems kind of asinine that we have to

         12  spend money that might otherwise be used for more

         13  constructive purposes to cause contractors to learn

         14  how to comply, which if they are bidding for a

         15  particular deal, then they should understand how

         16  they have to comply.

         17                 MR. LAIRD: Well, of course in this

         18  case you won't be paying for it, this is an

         19  application for --

         20                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I know. But since

         21  the money is otherwise available, you might have

         22  been able to use it for another purpose.

         23                 So, I understand where Mr. Stabile is

         24  coming from. I know you cannot change it but it is a

         25  frustration, it is something that --
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          2                 MR. LAIRD: Well, I would add that the

          3  Parks Department does import such measures in its

          4  contracts, that many of the contractors, even those

          5  who are working on public jobs, that go off and work

          6  on private jobs as well where there is no ability of

          7  the City to put provisions in the contracts, that

          8  they should follow good practices. So this program

          9  is a precursor to enforcement.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: It is very much

         11  like hiring a surgeon than having to spend money to

         12  send them to medical school.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Mr. Chairman,

         14  please, two seconds.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: If it is two

         16  seconds I will give it to you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: My problem

         18  is, you mentioned private contractors, I don't give

         19  a damn about private contractors, that is between

         20  the home owner, the property owner and their

         21  contractor. I am talking about a City park, a City

         22  boardwalk, a City street that a person responsibly

         23  is bidding for it.

         24                 If we are giving contracts out to

         25  people that are not responsive, then what the hell
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          2  are we doing? Are we just wasting City dollars by

          3  educating someone who doesn't know the job they are

          4  doing?

          5                 That is like saying we are going to

          6  hire a roller operator who has never used a roller,

          7  but we are going to teach him how to use a roller.

          8  It doesn't make sense. It doesn't. It really

          9  doesn't.

         10                 I cannot understand why Parks is

         11  pushing this. Because Parks is usually one of the

         12  most effective agencies we have, why aren't they

         13  looking for -- hey, let me tell you something. If I

         14  am a contractor, and I can get away with this, I am

         15  going to get away with this. And I think it is

         16  ridiculous, because if you are going to bid on a job

         17  $2 million and $3 million, hey, let's wake up to the

         18  fact. So, you have to be educated and your people

         19  should be educated.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Mr. Stabile,

         21  thank you.

         22                 Mr. Leffler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes, two

         24  points; one small one, one large one.

         25                 With respect to the third item on the
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          2  attachment number one, we also have an Alley Pond

          3  Park, a lot of these bike riders, particularly

          4  around the kettle ponds where there is like a bill

          5  hill, and what they do is they go down the area on

          6  the Vanderbilt Motor Parkway, it is surprising

          7  people don't get hurt more often.

          8                 Also, I don't see why you have the

          9  word watershed in there, you are not really talking

         10  about watershed. You can just delete that, it would

         11  seem to me.

         12                 MR. LAIRD: Well, these programs are

         13  targeted towards areas that are near the City's

         14  watersheds.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: You are

         16  mentioning Van Courtlandt Park, Forest Park, they

         17  are not on the watershed.

         18                 MR. LAIRD: Well, they are on lakes,

         19  so when we say watershed, we mean it in the broadest

         20  terms, anything near bodies of water in the City.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Watershed

         22  relates to the bodies that furnish our water system,

         23  drinking water system. But in any case, that is not

         24  important.

         25                 The important point, with respect to
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          2  the rare species propagation, you said you were

          3  going to do that in the watershed area, maybe this

          4  is again, it depends on what you mean by watershed

          5  area.

          6                 There are a lot of areas around the

          7  coast, you know, of the City where we really do want

          8  to engender rare species and endangered species

          9  propagation, rather than the upstate watershed. Is

         10  that what you are referring to, areas around the

         11  coast of the City as being, rather than the upstate

         12  watershed?

         13                 MR. LAIRD: Correct. This program

         14  services the waters along New York City's shore

         15  line.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Okay, I got

         17  you. Now I understand your vocabulary.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         20  Leffler.

         21                 Mr. Miller, for the final question.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: A very brief

         23  question. What is the difference between the signage

         24  and interpretive signage? What is interpretive --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Other than
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          2  pronunciation and spelling?

          3                 MR. LAIRD: Interpretive signage are,

          4  I would say refers to a program geared to --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: You are

          6  supposed to read.

          7                 MR. LAIRD: I am trying not to use the

          8  word to define itself, but to characterize, in this

          9  case, the environment in a way that people can

         10  understand it is non-technical in nature.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: So, what it

         12  means is signs that people can read?

         13                 MR. LAIRD: Correct.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Okay. I am for

         15  signs that people can read.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Mr. Miller, I am

         17  so happy that you are concurrent with us on that, it

         18  really makes my day and certainly makes this vote a

         19  lot easier.

         20                 Are there any other questions?

         21                 All right, if there be no other

         22  questions, we can now have a roll call.

         23                 I have been asked to keep the roll

         24  call open for Mr. McCaffrey and Mr. Dear and Ms.

         25  Pinkett and Mr. O'Donovan.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Reluctantly

         16  aye.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you. Please

         18  sign the report.

         19                 What is the vote?

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

         21  at eight in the affirmative and it is still open.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: The matter

         23  passes. Please sign the report. Thank you.

         24                 MR. LAIRD: Thank you very much.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:15 a.m.)
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