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Good Morning, and welcome to this meeting of the City Council Committee on State and Federal Legislation.  My name is Helen Diane Foster and I am the Chair of this Committee.  Today we will take those actions necessary to adopt Home Rules and Resolutions calling upon the State Legislature and the United States Congress to take action on legislation we have identified as priority to this Council.  
I would like to thank our talented Committee and Finance staff for preparing the several pieces of legislation we will be considering in this Committee today. I would also like to thank the advocates and agency representatives who have provided valuable insight and will testify on the matters before the Committee today. 

With that said, let’s get down to business.

Let’s first start with an explanation of the documents you have before you today: 
We will be discussing and voting on five Pre-considered State Legislative Resolutions (SLR’s) and one Pre-considered Resolution to the United States Congress. The State Legislative Resolutions will be as follows:

1.)  The CAP BILL which is an annual resolution adopted by this Council to limit property tax class share increases that are used in setting the property tax rate for Fiscal Year 2011. The maximum allowable increase without this legislation would be 5%. And, this legislation would cut that cap in half to 2.5%. With this action, the average single family home property owner's tax bill in Fiscal 2011 will be about $90 less than it would be otherwise. The Committee will consider SLR A.11376 in order to enact this legislation at the State level. 

2.)  Legislation to allow the Parks Department to enter into a contractual relationship with the Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation and to allocate a certain number of Parks Enforcement Patrol officers in order to provide security services and consistent enforcement of department rules at Battery Park City. The Committee will consider SLR A.11099-A / S.7858-A in order to enact this legislation at the State level.  
3.)  Legislation to allow St. Michael's Cemetery, located in Astoria, Queens to acquire a small strip of park land that is underutilized and in disrepair located adjacent to the cemetery. The Committee will consider SLR A.4317-B / S. 2768-B in order to enact this legislation at the State level.
4.)  Legislation to allow the surviving spouses or domestic partners of deceased retired New York City Department of Correction or Sanitation officers to retain health insurance coverage by paying 102% of the group rate for such coverage. The Committee will consider SLR A.7383-A / S.3004-A in order to enact this legislation at the State level.
5.)  Legislation to increase the fine for tractor-trailer combinations that park on residential streets overnight from $50 to $250 for a first offense and $500 for each subsequent offense within a six-month period. The Committee will consider SLR A.8804-B / S.1861-D in order to enact this legislation at the State level.
6.)  Legislation that guarantees a pension to any New York City police officer or firefighter who has attained twenty years of creditable service and would have otherwise been eligible for retirement, who was dismissed from employment. The Committee will consider SLR A.05631-A / S.10154 in order to enact this legislation at the State level.
7.)  Legislation that establishes a Bus Lane Camera Demonstration Program imposing fines on drivers found to be in violation of City restrictions on the use of bus lanes. The Committee will consider SLR A. 10201 / S. 7735 in order to enact this legislation at the State level.
8.)  Last, but not least, a resolution calling upon the United States Congress to extend FMAP funding for six additional months in light of the current financial crisis at the State and municipal  level.

Without further a due, lets begin with testimony and questions concerning the CAP BILL…
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