
New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
· LS No. 4205
Prime Sponsor:
· Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) (by request of the Bronx Borough President)
Bill Title:
· A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring a report on voter registration in city jails
Submitted by:
· Public Advocate Jumaane D. Williams
Justification
Under New York law, any citizen, including those who are incarcerated but not convicted of a felony, may vote. However, there are significant barriers for those who are incarcerated and who have not been convicted of a felony to exercise their right to vote. NYC Charter §1057-a requires that the Department of Corrections (“DOC”)(among many other agencies) to “implement and administer a program of distribution of voter registration forms.”
This bill would create a local law requiring the DOC to provide annual reports in relation to its compliance with §1057-a. Such reports shall include the number of voter registration events held, the number of voters registered, and the amount of absentee ballots distributed. This data shall be disaggregated by race, age, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability status, and veteran status. These reports shall be published to the Mayor's Office, the Office of the Public Advocate, the New York City Council, and the DOC website.
This reporting requirement would increase the accountability of DOC to comply with §1057-a, and provide a record of compliance. 
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
