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TITLE
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, to regulate the possession, use and sale of domestic ferrets.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Adds new section 17-701 of chapter eight of title 17

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND
        

Prior to 1997, New York State law required that any person seeking to own a ferret, fitch, or fitch-ferret, obtain a permit for that animal from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (McKinney’s Environmental Conservation Law §11-0511(2)).  This licensing requirement was removed in a 1997 amendment of Section 11-0511.  Since the removal of the licensing requirement was not accompanied by a state-wide ban on ferrets, the amendment opened the door for municipalities within New York State to regulate ferrets, fitches, and ferret-fitches within their own jurisdictions.  

In June 1999, the New York City Board of Health established a list of animals considered to be “wild” and therefore prohibited in New York City (24 RCNY §161.01).
  Under this section of the Health Code, “wild” animals are defined as  “any animals which are naturally inclined to do harm and capable of inflicting harm upon human beings.” Under section 161.01(4), wild animals are further defined to include “all fur bearing mammals of the family Mustelidae,” including the ferret.   

The ferret has become very popular among animal lovers in the United States and has joined the ranks of the cat and dog as a favorite family pet. Veterinarians and ferret advocates maintain that ferrets present no more danger to a person than a dog, and, indeed, are much less aggressive than dogs.  In fact, in 1998, the New York City Department of Health reported only three ferret bites compared to a much higher 8,000 dog and cat bites (Gersh Kuntzman, “City Ferret Fans Have a Pet Peeve”, New York Post, June 30, 1999).


Int. No. 627

Int. No. 627 was introduced in response to the Board of Health’s amendment to the Health Code, which included the ferret as a wild animal, and therefore generally prohibited such animals in New York City.  Int. No. 627 would amend the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new Section 17-701 to Chapter eight of Title 17 which would allow for regulated ferret ownership within the City.


Section 17-701 would be titled “Ferret Regulation Law.”  Section 17-702 would define the terms used in the Ferret Regulation Law as follows:  Subdivision (a) would define a “person” as an individual, corporation, association or other legal entity. Subdivision (b) would define a “ferret” as the domestic ferret, ferret-fitch, or fitch.  Subdivision (c) would define “inoculated against canine distemper and rabies” as the administration to a ferret of at least the first inoculation in an inoculation series for canine distemper and rabies, with the provision that the ferret is subsequently administered the rest of the inoculation series and any other periodic booster shots.  Subdivision (c) further sets forth that the owner of the ferret would bear the burden of proof to demonstrate that any mandated and/or necessary inoculations or shots were administered to the ferret.  Subdivision (c) would also provide that the earliest time at which any vaccine could be administered would be determined by the instructions displayed on the vaccine manufacturer’s label, or by standards set forth by a reputable veterinary authority.  


Section 17-703 sets forth prohibitions upon ferret ownership that would be mandated by the proposed law.  Subdivision (a) would provide that no person could own a ferret unless that ferret had been spayed or neutered and had received all necessary inoculations against canine distemper and rabies.  Subdivision (b) of the proposed law would provide that no person could sell or otherwise make available a ferret that had not been spayed or neutered and inoculated against canine distemper or rabies.  Subdivision (c) would prohibit any person owning a ferret to set such ferret free into the environment.  Subdivision (d) would further prohibit the use of a ferret for hunting purposes. 


Section 17-704 would set up the punitive scheme for any violations of the proposed law.  A violation of the law or any rules promulgated under such law would be punishable by a fine no less than $250 and no more than $500.   Civil violations of this law would be adjudicated before the administrative tribunal of the Department of Health.  


Section 17-705 enumerates the circumstances under which this proposed law would not apply.  Subdivision (a) of this section details the entities that would be exempt from the provisions of this proposed law.  These entities would be the Wildlife Conservation Society, the Staten Island Zoological Society, or any laboratory or institutions operating pursuant to §504 of the New York State Public Health Law.   Subdivision (b) of this section provides that any ferret brought into New York City for a period of no more than 30 days would be exempted from the proposed law’s spay/neuter requirement, provided, however, that those particular ferrets would not be offered for sale during the period of their stay in New York City.


This local law would take effect immediately, provided that the commissioner of the Department of Health would have to promulgate any implementing regulations within ninety days of the effective date of the law.


� The application of this section is limited to persons, and does not apply to: Zoos or aquariums operated by the Department of Parks, the Wildlife Conservation Society, or the Staten Island Zoological Society; any laboratory operated under Public Health Law §504; any circus or native wildlife rehabilitator licensed by a federal or state agency; and any place permitted by the Department of Health to exhibit or use an otherwise prohibited wild animal (24 RCNY §161.01(a)).
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