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          2                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: I would like to

          3  call this meeting to order of the Women's Issues

          4  Committee, to discuss proposed Intro. 291-A. I am

          5  joined here by Council Member Una Clarke who was the

          6  sponsor of this legislation and very interested in

          7  it and had been a sponsor of its predecessor

          8  legislation. And I don't remember the number, Local

          9  Law 45, excuse me. And members Chris Quinn,

         10  Margarita Lopez and Helen Marshall.

         11                 We are going to ask Jeff Haberman,

         12  our wonderful Acting Counsel, you are the Council,

         13  but I mean Acting for the Women's Issues Committee,

         14  we don't have that luxury of having you all the

         15  time, do you want to run through this?

         16                 MR. HABERMAN: Sure.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Thank you.

         18                 MR. HABERMAN: This bill amends

         19  Section 21-120.1 of the administrative code, which

         20  was enacted by Local Law 45 of 1992, with respect to

         21  child care. It does a number of things.

         22                 One of the things that it does is

         23  alter a number of the definitions. In some cases the

         24  alterations were being made because state, the

         25  definitions from state regulations or state statute
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          2  are not consistent with federal law and so we have

          3  endeavored to make our definitions more consistent.

          4                 One of the changes from the last time

          5  this bill was considered by the Committee was to

          6  make clear that there were definitions of family

          7  child care provider and group family child care

          8  provider, that informal providers were not intended

          9  to be captured, and we believe that a text amendment

         10  that was made accomplishes that.

         11                 One of the definitions that was

         12  changed was in essence a substitution, as is the

         13  Administration for Children's Services, which is now

         14  the regulatory agency having responsibility for

         15  child care, references to the Department of Social

         16  Services were amended to, and have been substituted

         17  with references to the Administration for Children's

         18  Services defined in the bill as the Administration.

         19                 There were some new definitions that

         20  were added that are not found in the existing

         21  section of the Administrative Code.

         22                 We had definitions of certified

         23  family child care, as a provider who is certified by

         24  the Administration to provide subsidized child care,

         25  a child care certificate, as a certificate or a
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          2  voucher issued directly to a parent to be used for

          3  payment for child care services, and the federal --

          4  the definition of federal regulations, and the

          5  definition of parent was added to the bill to be

          6  defined as a custodial parent, legal guardian or

          7  other person having legal custody of the child. This

          8  is in fact the definition that is in state

          9  regulations.

         10                 The reason for adding these

         11  definitions is that, unlike Local Law 45, this bill

         12  will cover providers of child care where the child

         13  care is accessed by a parent through the use of

         14  vouchers or child care certificates. That is one of

         15  the significant changes rendered by this bill.

         16                 One of the other changes is that this

         17  structure would be permanent. As you recall Local

         18  Law 45 of 1992 was originally due to expire on June

         19  30th, I believe, of 1993. As that date approached

         20  the expiration date was pushed farther back and we

         21  have done a succession of what we call extenders, of

         22  modifications of the sunset provisions. There will

         23  be no further need for that under this bill.

         24                 One of the things that this bill does

         25  is recite the limitations based on the age of the
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          2  children being cared for that are found in state

          3  regulations for both family child care providers and

          4  group family child care providers.

          5                 This would apply to both subsidized

          6  and unsubsidized -- to unsubsidized child care

          7  providers, but it was felt useful to incorporate it

          8  into the bill so that the providers would have a

          9  very clear statement of that kind of restriction.

         10                 One of the things that the bill does

         11  is to alter the age mix of children in the younger

         12  ages, for whom a family child care provider, or

         13  group family child care provider can provide care,

         14  the idea being that by reducing slightly the age

         15  mix, but not reducing the number of children in

         16  total may be cared for by those providers, it

         17  becomes easier in the event of a real emergency to

         18  shepherd the children out of an apartment or to

         19  simply better ensure their safety.

         20                 One of the other things that this

         21  bill does is, with respect to certain categories of

         22  providers, it increases the number of inspections to

         23  which they are subject. There are three categories

         24  of providers, or three sets of circumstances where

         25  an enhanced inspection schedule would be required.
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          2                 The first is for new providers,

          3  people who have never previously been part of the

          4  system, for the first 12 months, the number of

          5  inspections would be increased.

          6                 Secondly, for those who have at one

          7  time been certified and lost their certification,

          8  and were now being recertified, in essence they were

          9  being treated as new providers, they were being

         10  treated as people where there has been a

         11  demonstration of a problem and it seems that an

         12  enhanced inspection process, enhanced oversight is

         13  appropriate.

         14                 The third category would be those

         15  providers who have been found guilty of a violation

         16  of any statute, any relevant statute or regulation

         17  that relates to the health, safety or welfare of the

         18  child.

         19                 And, again, they would be subject to

         20  an enhanced inspection schedule to the 12 months

         21  following that adjudication.

         22                 Okay, one of the things that this

         23  bill does is, it is a technical matter but worth

         24  noting for the record, it maintains the existence of

         25  Local Law 45, or the provisions of the existing
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          2  administrative code and those requirements that

          3  providers are subject to now and that the City must

          4  abide by, while the State is reviewing the

          5  amendments to the plan that was previously approved

          6  pursuant to Local Law 45 of '92, and the reason for

          7  the state review is that under Social Services Law

          8  390, the City needs approval by the State Office of

          9  Children and Family Services before it can impose

         10  more stringent requirements on providers of

         11  subsidized child care. And the idea is to maintain

         12  the system in place, while -- the existing system in

         13  place while that review is being undertaken.

         14                 Upon conclusion of that review, and

         15  an amendment to the existing plan, the existing

         16  provisions of the Administrative Code, in essence

         17  fall by the wayside to be supplanted by what is

         18  contained in this bill.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 Karen, would you explain to us the

         22  fiscal impact?

         23                 MS. MEARA: I am Karen Meara, from the

         24  City Council Finance Division. We have presented the

         25  Fiscal Impact of Intro. 291-A as a range and we did

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            9

          1  COMMITTEE ON WOMEN'S ISSUES

          2  that intentionally because it is very unclear how

          3  many child care slots this bill will impact next

          4  year.

          5                 At the low end of the range, the bill

          6  would affect only existing slots, and to implement

          7  all of the provisions of the bill for existing child

          8  care slots would cost approximately $4.7 million.

          9                 The Administration has contended that

         10  they plan to expand child care substantially next

         11  year and in fact as a state budget is negotiated,

         12  all three parties in the state have indicated a

         13  desire to increase the amount of funding for child

         14  care in New York City by as much as 77 million

         15  proposed by the Governor and the Senate and up to

         16  approximately 130 million by the assembly.

         17                 So, what we have presented is a range

         18  of possibilities for the cost, depending on how many

         19  slots are created next year, and another uncertainty

         20  is how many of those slots that could be created

         21  with these new funds, if they are forthcoming, how

         22  many of them would in fact be family day care slots,

         23  and how many of those slots would be paid for

         24  through vouchers, or how many would be paid for

         25  through contracted care, and there are very
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          2  different costs associated with each.

          3                 For any slot, whether existing or

          4  current, there are several different cost

          5  components. First, there is a cost associated with

          6  expanding monitoring and technical assistance to

          7  slots access through vouchers.

          8                 Right now, I think as I explained the

          9  last time I testified before this Committee, the

         10  cost of inspection, monitoring, technical

         11  assistance, are not included in the voucher payment.

         12  Authorized family child care services do not receive

         13  any reimbursement for any services they provide to

         14  family child care providers that accept vouchers.

         15                 So, a bulk of the cost, both for

         16  existing and new slots, will be to cover the cost of

         17  authorized family child care services or some other

         18  agent that would provide similar services. And that

         19  includes the cost of inspection, the cost of

         20  technical assistance, the cost of intake eligibility

         21  assessments and administration and many other

         22  technical assistance costs.

         23                 Another area of cost is the

         24  additional inspections that are required of new

         25  providers. There are four additional inspections
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          2  required for new providers in the first year. In

          3  addition, four additional inspections are required

          4  for providers who have been found to be out of

          5  compliance with rules and regulations, and that is

          6  another cost that is assumed in this bill.

          7                 Finally, there are some costs assumed

          8  for reimbursing authorized family child care

          9  services for the services that they are already

         10  providing or that they are mandated to provide but

         11  have not been reimbursed.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Is there any

         13  reason to believe that this increase can't be paid

         14  for out of the child care block grant fund?

         15                 MS. MEARA: Portions of -- you know,

         16  right now many of these services are already

         17  provided through authorized family child care

         18  services. Approximately half of those costs come out

         19  of the child care block grant, but approximately

         20  half of them are borne almost entirely by the City

         21  and that has to do with what is considered a program

         22  cost by the state.

         23                 We assume, in terms of the different

         24  components of this bill, we assume that

         25  approximately one-third of the cost could be picked
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          2  up by an expansion in the child care block grant,

          3  and so, as we have presented a range, we assume at

          4  the low end the state could pick up about 1.5

          5  million of the cost. At a high end, if the total

          6  cost were 9 million, we assume the state could pick

          7  up approximately 3.2. When I say state I should say

          8  state and federal because the child care block grant

          9  includes state and federal funding.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Okay. Are there

         11  any questions?

         12                 This is particularly an appropriate

         13  time, it seems to me, to do this because it is

         14  before the new budget is adopted and there is no

         15  reason why this should be unfunded, if we can

         16  convince people of the desirability of this

         17  expenditure. I am just making a little bit of a

         18  statement.

         19                 But to go back to the original intent

         20  of this legislation is to ensure that children whose

         21  child care is subsidized in part or in full by the

         22  City, by public money, that they receive safe and

         23  sound early childhood care, and that we feel faced

         24  with the need to expand child care, that the most

         25  readily and desirable expansion of child care is
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          2  really family child care, rather than the informal

          3  child care that we have seen associated with welfare

          4  reform programs, that we want to be sure that those

          5  children are receiving that child care in a safe

          6  place and that they are being given, the providers

          7  are being given every bit of assistance they can to

          8  provide quality child care. That is the intent of

          9  this legislation. If that is going to cost us more

         10  money, it seems to me it is a very small

         11  expenditure, because we know the impact of quality

         12  child care, it helps the child in their further

         13  development.

         14                 I didn't mean to make a speech, Ms.

         15  Clarke, but say something if you would like to, but

         16  I would appreciate it if we could keep this session

         17  as short as possible because we are very late

         18  starting this hearing and Council Member Marshall

         19  and the other Council Members have planned to be out

         20  of here and we have to hear from the Administration

         21  and advocates.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes, I just

         23  wanted, in the heated debate about education that is

         24  going on in the City right now, that this is an

         25  appropriate time for us to make the argument that
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          2  early childhood education is the very foundation.

          3  You don't wait for children to fail, then blame them

          4  when the front end we did not invest in that total

          5  development of the child, and I think we miss an

          6  opportunity if we don't make an argument that early

          7  childhood education from birth through four, before

          8  they get to public school, is where something really

          9  happens, and whatever this investment is, including

         10  the safety issues that we talk about, the nutrition

         11  issues that we talk about, that we need to send the

         12  message that we are about total development of a

         13  child and that this bill is a protection and an

         14  investment in that kind of early childhood that we

         15  are looking forward to. And so I am pleased to come

         16  as the original author and looking at all of the

         17  improvements that you have tried to make to this, I

         18  came to endorse your effort and to say to you that

         19  because I understand it well, that you are doing a

         20  good job with it and I would like to be there with

         21  you in the negotiation of it.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Thank you very

         23  much.

         24                 Alissa Feinstein.

         25                 Thank you, Karen.
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          2                 MS. FEINSTEIN: Hi.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Will you

          4  identify yourself, please.

          5                 MS. FEINSTEIN: Sure. Alissa

          6  Feinstein, Office of the Mayor, Legislative Affairs.

          7                 I am reading a statement from

          8  Commissioner Scoppetta, from the Administration for

          9  Children's Services. And here are some more copies.

         10                 Dear Chairperson Eldridge: On April

         11  15th, 1999, the Administration for Children's

         12  Services informed the Council that in the next few

         13  weeks the New York State Office of Children and

         14  Family Services intends to file child care

         15  regulations on an emergency basis.

         16                 As you may be aware, these emergency

         17  regulations may require New York City to

         18  substantially restructure its child care system.

         19                 Furthermore, New York City's child

         20  care block grant allocation has not been determined.

         21  Therefore, without knowing the City's CCBG

         22  allocation, and having an opportunity to review the

         23  content of the emergency regulations, the impact of

         24  Introductory 291-A cannot be determined and its

         25  passage would be premature.
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          2                 In addition to the inability to

          3  determine this bill's impact, there are other

          4  concerns that preclude ACS's support of this bill in

          5  its present form.

          6                 One of our chief concerns is this

          7  bill's limitation of parental choice. As we have

          8  discussed with the Council, federal regulations

          9  prohibit the promulgation of state or local laws

         10  that would restrict parental choice and provide that

         11  child care funds will not be available to states

         12  that expressly or effectively restrict parental

         13  choice. As drafted, this bill would restrict the

         14  choice of parents who receive child care subsidies

         15  to certified family or group family day care

         16  providers, and as a result may jeopardize the

         17  receipt of federal child care development fund

         18  allocations.

         19                 Furthermore, it is unlikely that the

         20  state would approve New York City's plan to use CCDF

         21  allocations, to impose such restrictions on

         22  subsidized child care, leaving the plan to be funded

         23  solely with City tax levy dollars.

         24                 ACS is also concerned that this bill

         25  would impose an unfunded mandate upon ACS.
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          2                 Introductory 291-A requires that

          3  certain entities referred to as authorized family

          4  child care services designated by ACS, furnish

          5  family and group family day care providers of

          6  subsidized child care with additional monitoring

          7  visits and other support services.

          8                 However, authorized family child care

          9  services are not required to perform these services

         10  unless there is an increase in the market rate these

         11  entities would receive for the performance of the

         12  additional functions.

         13                 Historically the state has not

         14  accepted administrative or support services as part

         15  of the market rate and it is highly unlikely the

         16  state will alter this policy.

         17                 Thus, if the market rate is not

         18  increased, the bill would require ACS to perform

         19  these services without appropriate funding, thus

         20  imposing an unfunded mandate upon this agency.

         21                 In addition to these issues, the bill

         22  would delay the placement of subsidized children  in

         23  family and group family day care. Before visiting

         24  and certifying a provider's home, the New York City

         25  Department of Health would be required to provide an
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          2  authorized family child care service with a complete

          3  copy of a chid care provider's registration form and

          4  all supporting documentation.

          5                 Not only would this process cause

          6  delays, but also improperly require the New York

          7  City Department of Health to release New York State

          8  Office of Children and Family Services' records.

          9                 Thank you for the opportunity to

         10  submit this statement. ACS looks forward to

         11  continuing to work with you and the Committee on

         12  Women's Issues on this important issue.

         13                 Sincerely, Nicholas Scoppetta,

         14  Commissioner.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: May I just

         17  allow Council Member Marshall to cast her vote. She

         18  has been here since 1:00 and has an appointment in

         19  her district.

         20                 You have heard now our version and

         21  the Administration's opposition.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Madame

         23  Chair, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         24                 I couldn't possibly leave here

         25  without speaking on this.
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          2                 First of all, no matter what the

          3  allocation, proper and adequate care for children

          4  should come first.

          5                 When they talk about us restricting

          6  choice with our piece of legislation, we are talking

          7  about restricting choice to certified family day

          8  care. We are not talking about restricting it to a

          9  provider, we are just asking that that provider be

         10  someone who is safe to leave children with, someone

         11  who has had some training to work with children.

         12                 Also, on the question of

         13  administrative cost, administrative cost, even

         14  according to the federal guidelines, does not

         15  consider training eligibility, training of family

         16  day care providers or eligibility of them,

         17  inspection of their homes, placement of the children

         18  and supervision is not considered as administrative

         19  cost. So that seems to be a farce to even raise that

         20  question here.

         21                 Now, that it is an unfounded mandate

         22  is one that really knocks me out. It should not be

         23  an unfounded mandate, unfunded mandated that we take

         24  proper care of children. I am an early childhood

         25  teacher and I taught children in nursery school for
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          2  eight years, long before I came to the Council. It

          3  is very important. These children are also from

          4  infancy, a child can be placed in family day care

          5  from infancy, all the way through fiscal years.

          6  Children are totally helpless at this point. People

          7  who do not have training and who are the mothers who

          8  necessarily pick up family day care, fortunately if

          9  we get someone who is really caring. But this bill

         10  that 291-A will ensure, that no matter who gets the

         11  family day care provider, that it will be someone

         12  who is certified and someone who can care for the

         13  children.

         14                 It seems to me that the City of New

         15  York ought to be all about that and not be

         16  developing these smoke screens that interfere with

         17  quality care.

         18                 I am concerned. These children are

         19  among our poorest families, our poorest working

         20  class families, a lot of these children are minority

         21  children. If they are not minority children, they

         22  certainly are from poor families.

         23                 Those families deserve good care.

         24  Those families and those children will comprise the

         25  future of our City, but we are to be a humane city.
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          2  If we can spend all of that money to keep the stock

          3  exchange here, certainly we can spend these few

          4  pennies on these children.

          5                 I vote aye.

          6                 Thank you, Madame Chair, and

          7  Councilpeople, for allowing me to do this.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Thank you.

          9                 And you want your name to be added as

         10  a prime sponsor of the bill?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Thank you.

         13                 Mr. Haberman has some comments,

         14  because he has been in contact with the state and

         15  the City, we have tried to negotiate this bill for

         16  about a year.

         17                 So maybe you would like to comment on

         18  the letter and their response?

         19                 MR. HABERMAN: I just would like to

         20  make a couple of comments, perhaps three.

         21                 First, there were conversations that

         22  I had with the person who was in charge of the

         23  Office of Family and Children Services, specifically

         24  dealing with whether or not they proposed emergency

         25  --
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: The state

          3  office, I am sorry.

          4                 MR. HABERMAN: The State Office of

          5  Children and Family Services.

          6                 Specifically discussing whether or

          7  not they propose emergency regulations, or

          8  amendments to the regulations, would have any

          9  adverse impact on this legislation, would impact

         10  this legislation in any way, and I was assured that

         11  there was virtually no likelihood of that happening.

         12  So I think the Administration's point is not well

         13  taken.

         14                 Second, with respect to the issue of

         15  parental choice, although no specific analysis has

         16  been offered, just a conclusion, our own analysis

         17  leads us to a different conclusion, but more

         18  importantly, there is specific text in the bill

         19  which indicates that the bill was not intended to

         20  impede or impair parental choice in any fashion.

         21                 With respect to the comment that

         22  there would be a delay in placement because of the

         23  need for an inspection and there would be a

         24  requirement that would require the Department of

         25  Health to improperly release certain records, there
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          2  is specific text in the bill that addresses that

          3  concern, which specifically excludes documents or

          4  information subject to a statute prohibiting such

          5  distribution. We were aware of that concern, and I

          6  think we addressed it adequately.

          7                 With respect to the preplacement

          8  issue generally, we met with the Administration in

          9  mid-March, and the issue was raised at that meeting.

         10  We were told that we would be presented with

         11  information about the current preplacement process.

         12  That information was not forthcoming. We met with

         13  them on April 16th. The issue was raised again. We

         14  were assured that by the end of the day we would get

         15  those materials. Those materials have not yet

         16  arrived, nor has the Administration offered anything

         17  in the way of substitute tests to resolve or address

         18  any of their expressed concerns.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 Are there any other questions? I

         22  think we should proceed with the vote.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I request

          3  permission to explain my vote, Madame Chair?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I would like to

          6  be included as a prime sponsor of this bill, and I

          7  want a quotation to be made on that.

          8                 I just have three comments to make.

          9  Every consumer of this City has witnessed time after

         10  time every channel of the City to report on the

         11  abuses that occur when children are taken care of in

         12  places that they should not be taken care of in.

         13  This bill will deal with that. This bill will make

         14  sure, to a certain degree, that children will be

         15  more protected and that children will be taken care

         16  of in places where they should be taken care of,

         17  when we regulate these places. That is number one.

         18                 Number two: The care of our children

         19  should not depend if the monies that are going to

         20  come from the federal government are determined now

         21  or not. It should be decided on the basis that

         22  children need to be protected no matter what time of

         23  the day it is.

         24                 The Mayor of this City has been

         25  saying all over the City that we have a surplus, a
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          2  surplus that is being granted due to the good

          3  economy of this City, therefore, the Mayor should be

          4  glad to allocate that money to make sure that the

          5  children of this City have been taken care of.

          6                 Number three: I am voting yes on this

          7  bill because I believe that we need to begin setting

          8  the standards to establish very clear that we are

          9  not going to allow the children of our City to be

         10  taken care of in substandard places, and the

         11  standards should be set right now with public

         12  dollars, to make sure that the private sector copies

         13  this and is forced to allocate the dollars also to

         14  be taken care of in an appropriate manner for all of

         15  our children who ultimately are our treasures.

         16                 Then my vote is yes, and I hope that

         17  the Mayor of the City reviews the position that they

         18  report in this hearing today.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Ronnie, if I

         22  could be excused to explain my vote?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: First, I also

         25  would like to have my name added as a prime sponsor,
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          2  and I would like to just congratulate Ronnie and

          3  Mary Farber from her office, and Jennifer and Karen

          4  and Seth and Mary and I am sure I am forgetting

          5  somebody, and the staff who worked so long and hard

          6  on this bill. I, of course, get to come in at the

          7  tail end of it and put my name on it as a sponsor

          8  and look like I had a lot to do with it, but we all

          9  know a lot of people worked very, very hard on this

         10  for a long time and I want to congratulate them.

         11                 The letter from Nicholas Scoppetta I

         12  find to be some of the most tortured logic I have

         13  ever seen. The idea that if you inspect and certify

         14  some place it is the same thing as limiting parental

         15  choice makes no sense. I think if you follow this

         16  logic out to its extreme then we should get rid of

         17  the housing code because then we are limiting the

         18  places people can life, we should get rid of

         19  inspecting hospitals because we don't want to limit

         20  the hospitals people can go to, you know, better

         21  kids go to unsafe and unsupervised places. I mean it

         22  is just an absurd, absurd argument.  And I think

         23  that, you know, Council Member Eldridge said this is

         24  the right time to pass this bill because it is

         25  budget, and not only do we have a surplus, but we
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          2  have numerous tax cuts in this budget and an

          3  allocation for 1,500 new police officers, although

          4  we have more police officers now than we have ever

          5  had in recent years, so I fail to understand why the

          6  Mayor's response to this isn't thank you for

          7  tightening up the administrative code and of course

          8  we will work together to get the money in the budget

          9  for such an important thing.

         10                 So, just on that note I vote aye.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: We are leaving

         12  the vote open so some of the other members, Council

         13  Member Oddo, who has been in the building and was

         14  here earlier, will be able to vote.

         15                 I wanted to thank Mr. Haberman for

         16  all of the work that he has done on this bill, and

         17  Karen Meara and Jennifer March for their very able

         18  assistance and commitment to this bill and to the

         19  staff of the Women's Committee and to Mary Farber

         20  from my office, who has talked to Jeff and to Mary

         21  Mastraopoalo who has also led the way for us and

         22  also to the advocates and especially to Sandy

         23  Socolar who has been very generous with her advice

         24  and support.

         25                 I have no other --
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madame Chair,

          3  may I just ask a question?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Now that we

          6  have passed this piece of legislation, I just want

          7  to know what happens to 45? When will it come into

          8  effect? Because I know that the Mayor will try to

          9  get around some of the issues by saying we passed

         10  something and therefore the other one is out and

         11  therefore there are no regulations, like he did with

         12  the women and minority-owned business enterprise

         13  bill. When it was not renewed, he just told every

         14  agency that you may not support it anymore. So, I

         15  want to know what will happen to Public Law 45 if he

         16  doesn't fund this one?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Ms. Clarke,

         18  your sponsorship of Local Law 45 stays forever,

         19  because we have incorporated these two bills

         20  together. But Mr. Haberman will explain it to you.

         21                 MR. HABERMAN: Obviously we wanted to

         22  maintain Local Law 45's or the Administrative Code's

         23  section that was enacted by Local Law 45 during the

         24  process by which the Administration would present

         25  amendments to the plan that was approved, previously

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            29

          1  COMMITTEE ON WOMEN'S ISSUES

          2  approved, as required by this bill, and while the

          3  state was reviewing that process.

          4                 There is a mechanism incorporated

          5  into this bill that we believe maintains the

          6  continued existence of Local Law 45 during that

          7  process, and then once those amendments are reviewed

          8  and approved, the new structure would then supersede

          9  the old.

         10                 In addition, in conversation with

         11  representatives of the State Office of Children and

         12  Family Services, it is their belief that the

         13  existing plan remains in place whether or not there

         14  is a local law mandating its existence, until such

         15  time as that plan is amended, in which case the new

         16  plan or the plan is amended holds forth. So, I

         17  believe there will be something in place even while

         18  this deliberative process continues at the state

         19  level.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: And as you

         21  know, this is an organic thing, it keeps growing,

         22  and we will come back with more protective measures

         23  and expansion of child care, and hopefully some day

         24  we are going to have very high quality universal

         25  early childhood education for every child in this
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          2  City.

          3                 I thank you very much, and not having

          4  any requests for anybody else to testify, I am

          5  adjourning this meeting, but we are leaving the

          6  voting open.

          7                 Would you please announce the vote

          8  for the record.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

         10  at four in the affirmative, none in the negative,

         11  and no abstentions, and it is still open.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON ELDRIDGE: Thank you very

         13  much. This meeting is adjourned.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 3:05 p.m.)
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