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..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city plumbing code, in relation to bringing it up to date with the 2009 edition of the international plumbing code, with differences that reflect the unique character of the city.

PLUMBING CODE:
Amends Sections 102.1 through 102.4; 104.1; 105.6; 106.6; 106.9; 107; 201.3; 202; 301.3; 301.6; 301.7; 302.1 and 302.2; 305.1; 305.8; 307.6; 309.1; 310.4; 312; 314; 403; 405.3.1; 405.4; 405.4.3; 406.3; 407.2; 408.2;  412.1 and 412.2; 413.1; 416.3; 417.2, 417.3, 417.4.2, and 417.5.1; 419.1 and 419.4; 421.2 and 421.5; 424; 502; 504.6 and 504.7; 505.1; 602.3; 603.2; 604.1, 604.9 and 604.10; 605.3 through 605.9; 605.15.3; 605.22 through 605.5.8; 606.7; 607.1, 607.2, 607.2.2, and 607.4;   608.1 through 608.16.1; 608.16.2; 608.16.3 through 608.17.8; 612.1; 701.2; 701.3; 701.4; 701.5; 701.8; 701.10; 702.6; 703.1; Items 2 and 3 of Section 704.6; 705.5.2 and 705.5.3; 705.11.1; 705.13.2; 705.16 through 705.20; 708.3.3; 709.2; 712.1; 712.3.3; 712.4.2; 713.11.2 and 713.11.3; 802.1.4; 802.1.8; 803.2; 903.3; 907.2; 909; 916.5.1; 916.5.2; 1002 and 1003; 1101; 1104.2 and 1104.3; 1106.2; 1106.4; 1108.1; 1111.1; 1202.1; 1203.1; E101.1.1; Line B of Step 2 of Section E103.3; Step 7 Column 6 of Section E103.3; and Step 10 Column 9 of Section E103.3 and adds new Sections 102.10; 310.5; 408.3; 416.5; 417.4.2; 417.5.1; 419.4; 703.6.1; 802.1.8; 1104.4; 1114 and E202 and renumbers existing Section 308.10 as new Section 308.9; renumbers existing Section 421.5 as new Section 421.6 and adds new Section 421.5; and repeals Sections 308.9; 403; and 413.4 and amends Tables 308.5; 604.3; 604.4; 604.5; 702.1; 702.2 and 702.3; 702.4; 709.1; 710.1(2); 1102.4; 1102.5; and 1102.7; 1106.2; the unidentified Table following step 8 column 7 of Section E103.3, the unidentified Table following step 12 line L of Section E103.3; figure RS 16-8; and repeals existing Table 608.1 and adds new Table 608.1 and 1106.2(2); amends the title of Section 1106 and the title of figure E103.3(7) and by repealing existing chapter 13 and adding a new chapter 13 and repealing Appendix C and adding a new Appendix C and repealing figure E103.3(1) of Appendix E and adding a new figure E103.3(1) to such Appendix and by repealing Figure E103.3(4) of such Appendix. 
INTRODUCTION:
On May 21, 2012, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 807, ..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city plumbing code, in relation to bringing it up to date with the 2009 edition of the international plumbing code, with differences that reflect the unique character of the city. The Committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings (DOB or Department), industry experts, property owners, and other persons interested in this legislation.

BACKGROUND:
The provisions of Int. 807 would amend the City’s Plumbing Code.
 Pursuant to Section 28-601.1 of the Plumbing Code, the City must conduct a triennial review of the Code in order to consider the most recent version of the International Plumbing Code (IPC).  
Local Law 99 of 2005 was the first adoption of a new Plumbing Code for New York City based on the 2003 edition of the IPC. Local Law 99 also set in motion a process for the review of recent editions of the International Building Code, Plumbing Code, Fuel Gas Code, and Mechanical Code for the purpose of assessing whether the City’s codes should also be amended to reflect changes in updated International Codes.
 Collectively known as the New York City Construction Codes, the New York City Plumbing, Building, Fuel Gas and Mechanical Codes are based on the model codes published by the ICC but all contain exceptions specific to the unique nature of the City.
 

The City updates its Construction Codes through the Model Code Program. The Model Code Program is organized and managed by DOB and is comprised of over 250 volunteers who serve on various Code committees. The Model Code Program has nine Technical Committees which review, assess and provide expertise in the drafting of the updates to the Construction Codes. An Advisory Committee offers policy advice in areas impacted by such Codes. There is also an Administrative and Enforcement Advisory Committee.
  

Members of the Plumbing Code Technical Committee analyzed the 2009 edition of the IPC and determined which updates should be implemented and if New York City specific amendments would be necessary to improve the Code. Upon completion of their review, the Plumbing Code Technical Committee submitted its recommendations to a Managing Committee and key staff at the Department of Buildings. DOB staff and the Managing Committee then made recommendations, which resulted in the final document, Int. No. 807, being introduced at the City Council. Int. No. 807 makes a number of revisions to the Plumbing Code. Some of the changes are described below. 
●
Interagency Coordination for Groundwater Discharge Permits

Requires that when needed, permits for groundwater discharge must be obtained from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).
 Establishes a list of instances where applicants will be required to provide DOB with DEP sewage and storm water disposal documentation.
 Minor enlargements of one-and-two-family homes and enlargements up to 1,000 square feet for other buildings would be exempted from such requirement.  Sets forth the procedure for the submittal of certified DEP house/site proposal applications and provides guidance on the requirements for on-site disposal of sewage or storm water.
  

●
Minimum Number of Required Plumbing Fixtures 


Reduces the number of mandated plumbing fixtures by allowing small food establishments with space for 75 people or less to use the calculation for Assembly occupancy instead of Business occupancy.
 Allows small establishments of less than 30 occupants to have one unisex toilet instead of two and exempts small food establishments from having a separate public toilet if the establishment has an allowable occupancy of less than 20 persons so long as such establishment is less than 10,000 square feet.
 

●
Covers for Building Water Supply Tanks


Requires water supply tanks to have a lockable, tamper-proof cover to prevent access by unauthorized persons or vermin. Such cover must also be equipped with a local alarm.
  

●
Identification Requirements for Non-Potable Water


Requires non-potable water outlets such as hose connections, open-ended pipes, and faucets to be identified with a tag reading, “Caution. Nonpotable Water. Do Not Drink.”

●
Exemption for Double-Wall Construction


Provides that heat exchanges supplied directly from the Consolidated Edison steam system and low-pressure steam systems and boilers would be exempt from requirements that such steam system and boilers be separated from potable water by double-wall construction.
 

●
Connection to Public Sewers

Requires the department to make determinations related to the feasibility of connecting to an available sanitary or combined public sewer in accordance with DEP standards.

●
Horizontal Fixture Branches and Stacks

Removes a column from the table concerning horizontal fixture branches and stacks.  The removed column had contained limitations on the number of total allowable discharges in each branch interval of a stack, which is a vertical pipe.

●
Grease Interceptors and Automatic Grease Removal Devices

Requires grease interceptors and automatic grease removal devices in  certain areas used for preparing food to meet applicable DEP requirements.

●
Extensions of Public Storm or Combined Sewers


Requires connections for storm water to public sewers to meet applicable DEP requirements.

●
Detention Systems 

Incorporates DEP storm water management requirements for detention systems used to prevent the overflow of sewers.

●
Use of Private On-Site Storm Water Disposal Systems

Allows the use of private on-site storm water disposal systems where DEP determines a connection to a public combined or separate storm sewer is not available or that a connection to such storm sewer is not feasible. The use of such private on-site storm water disposal systems would be subject to approval by DOB, DEP and other agencies.

●
Reference Standards 

Updates the reference standards found in Chapter 13 of the Plumbing Code.
 
●
Standards for Water Recycling Systems 

Establishes reference standards for the materials, design, construction and installation of water recycling systems.

� The International Code Council (ICC) is an umbrella organization that was established as a nonprofit organization in 1994 by model code organizations and is dedicated to developing a single set of comprehensive and coordinated national model construction codes.� “The mission of the International Code Council is to provide the highest quality codes, standards, products, and services for all concerned with the safety and performance of the built environment.” The ICC produces the International Building Code, first released as the 2000 edition and then updated by the 2009 edition. 


� See bill section 2 of Local Law number 99 for the year 2005.  Local Law 33 of 2007 eliminated the 


International Residential Code. 


� Local Law 33 of 2007 enacted the New York City Construction Codes.


� Id. 


� Part A, bill Section 2 amends item 4 of §105.6.


�Part A, bill Section 5 amends Sections 106.6.1 and 106.2.


�Part A, bill Section 5 amends Section 106.6.1 and 106.2.


�Part D, bill Section 1 adds new Table 403.1.


�Part D, bill Section 1 repeals old Section 403 and adds new Section 403.


�Part F, bill Section 10 amends Section 606.5.3.


�Part F, bill Section 16 amends Section 608.8.


�Part F, bill Section 18 amends Section 608.16.3.


�Part G, bill Section 1 amends Section 701.2.3.


�Part G, bill Section 22 amends Table 710.1(2).


�Part J, bill Section 1 amends Sections 1003.3.1 and 1003.3.4.


�Part K, bill Section 1 amends Section 1101.2 and 1101.2.1 through 1101.2.4.


�Part K, bill Section 1 amends Section1101.5.1.


�Part K, bill Section 12 adds new Section 1114.1.


�Part M, bill Section 1 replaces Chapter 13.


�Part N, bill Section 1 replaces Appendix C.





PAGE  
1

