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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Would the

          3  clerk at this time please begin the calling of the

          4  roll.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Abel.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Berman.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Carrion.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Cruz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: Dear.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: DiBrienza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Eisland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: Eldridge.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Espada.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Fiala.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Fisher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Freed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Golden.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Harrison.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Henry.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: Koslowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: Leffler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Linares.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Marshall.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: McCaffrey.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Michels.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Miller.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: O'Donovan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: Pinkett.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Robinson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Robles.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Rodriguez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Sabini.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Spigner.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Stabile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Warden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: Watkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: White.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Wooten.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: Ognibene.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Speaker Mr. Vallone.
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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: A quorum

          4  counted and present, I would ask our colleagues to

          5  please rise for the Invocation delivered by Father

          6  Jim Hayes, of St. Andrews Church.

          7                 Father Hayes.

          8                 FR. HAYES: God, creator of all

          9  things, we gather here today as elected officials,

         10  members of the City Council, to work in harmony and

         11  peace for the good of all to live and work in this

         12  great City.

         13                 Strengthen us with wisdom and inner

         14  vision.

         15                 We gather today in the spirit of

         16  unity, to dialogue, discuss and vote on issues that

         17  will enhance the true quality of life for all. We

         18  ask that our gathering be tempered by great inner

         19  wisdom, a wisdom that will enable us to see in a

         20  clear way to create new paths, to discern new

         21  directions, to plan and to build up this great City.

         22  We gather here also in the spirit of gratitude,

         23  gratitude for all of the gifts you have bestowed on

         24  each one of us here today. Let us use these gifts

         25  for the common good of all, and let our gratitude be
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          2  also tempered by a spirit of compassion so that we

          3  may reach out to all in need.

          4                 We gather in the spirit of courage,

          5  that as we meet and vote, we ask for guidance in all

          6  of our deliberations, that our decisions benefit all

          7  in the City.

          8                 Let courage guide all of our

          9  decisions, mindful always that justice and peace be

         10  our guide.

         11                 Finally, we gather in the spirit of

         12  mourning. In these past few days of national

         13  attention and grief, let us ask that God may be with

         14  the Kennedy and Bissett families during this most

         15  painful time. We acknowledge their grief and we are

         16  with them in their sorrow.

         17                 God, our Creator, come to us and

         18  enlighten our heart, give us light and inner

         19  strength, guide us by inner wisdom, and let the

         20  spirit of unity, gratitude and courage be with us

         21  today.

         22                 Let us say, amen.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Please remain

         24  standing for one moment. As you know, prior to this

         25  meeting we had an in memoriam ceremony and
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          2  celebration of the life of James Farmer, a great

          3  American who did so much for so many other Americans

          4  over a long and fruitful life, and while this

          5  meeting is dedicated in his memory, we also want to

          6  take this opportunity to express the deep regrets of

          7  this Council for the loss of John F. Kennedy, Jr.,

          8  his wife Carolyn and sister-in-law Lauren, and our

          9  prayers to go with one of our own who we all

         10  remember from the time that he saluted his dad in

         11  another tragic moment, to the time that he worked as

         12  an Assistant District Attorney right here in New

         13  York City, riding his bicycle in New York City,

         14  living his life in New York City, that New York City

         15  at this time will mourn his passing and regret that

         16  his life was not long enough to do the things that

         17  we know he was capable of doing, as James Farmer did

         18  in his long and fruitful life. And we ask that peace

         19  and solace be granted to their respective families

         20  and to all who knew and loved him.

         21                 And while I have you standing, we

         22  also have an in memoriam today that will close the

         23  meeting for Carlos Ramirez, the publisher of El

         24  Diario, and we mourn and regret his passing because

         25  he did much to improve communications and
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          2  understanding in our town.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          4  Father Hayes. Thank you, Speaker Vallone.

          5                 Please be seated.

          6                 Council Member Freed, please spread

          7  the Invocation in full on the record.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

          9                 And I welcome Father Hayes, thank him

         10  for his remarks, and I move to spread the Invocation

         11  in full upon the record.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: May I take this

         14  opportunity to make several introductions.

         15                 As you know, prior to this meeting,

         16  as always, Wendell Foster who is our forever host

         17  here at this City Council, did a marvelous -- in 48

         18  hours put together a great remembrance of the life

         19  of James Farmer. But he was particularly terrific

         20  today, not that he isn't always great, but today he

         21  was beyond himself, and was the perfect host for the

         22  City, and it is only because he is here today with

         23  his lovely wife Helen.

         24                 Helen Foster, would you please stand

         25  up, and may I ask my colleagues to recognize Wendell
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          2  Foster's wife, Helen Foster.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 And also, he is a regular hero at the

          5  City Council, he comes quite often, the county

          6  legislator from Nassau County, Roger Corbin, who is

          7  part of our ceremony today.

          8                 Thank you very much, Roger, for

          9  coming and helping us honor James Farmer. We

         10  appreciate that.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Speaker.

         13                 For the adoption of the minutes,

         14  esteemed Council Member Priscilla Wooten.

         15                 Council Member, I call on you for the

         16  adoption of the minutes.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Priscilla, do you

         18  move to adopt the minutes?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I move that

         20  the minutes be adopted.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         22                 Before turning to Messages and Papers

         23  from the Mayor, I would like to just call on Council

         24  Member Christine Quinn with an acknowledgment of her

         25  interns.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you,

          3  Public Advocate.

          4                 I just wanted to recognize, I think

          5  it is seven of the interns we have from the Summer

          6  Youth Employment Program in my office. They are

          7  working with us through this City program and they

          8  are doing a great job and they are down here today

          9  to see how the Council works. So, if they could all

         10  just stand up to be recognized by the City Council.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:

         12  Congratulations, Summer Interns. Let us all be on

         13  our best behavior.

         14                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M620.

         16  Communication from the Mayor. Senate and Assembly

         17  Bills, Temporary investments by local government.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: State and Federal

         19  Legislation.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M621.

         21  Communication from the Mayor - Senate and Assembly

         22  Bills, mailing requirements for certain City taxes.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: State and Federal

         24  Legislation.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication
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          2  from City, County and Borough Offices.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M622.

          4  Communication from Taxi and Limousine Commission,

          5  base station license, Three Brothers Car Service.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M623.

          8  Communication from the Taxi and Limousine

          9  Commission. Base station license, Midwood Wheels,

         10  Inc.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

         13  communications.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M624.

         15  Communication from City Council Member Andrew

         16  Eristoff, announcing his resignation.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         18  printed and filed.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

         20  Call-Ups.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M625. By the

         22  Chair of the Land Use Committee, Council Member

         23  Eisland, pursuant to rules of the Council and the

         24  Charter, ULURP C980318 MMK, shall be subject to

         25  Council review.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

          3  vote.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M626. By the

          5  Chair of the Land Use Committee, Council Member

          6  Eisland. Zoning resolution N 980320 ZAK, shall be

          7  subject to Council review.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

          9  vote.

         10                 May we have a Land Use vote only on

         11  the two coupled call-up votes, please.

         12                 Roll call.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

         14  please call the roll at this time.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Mr. Public

         13  Advocate, I would like to be recorded as aye on the

         14  Land Use Call-Ups, and also I have some personal

         15  matters that I need to attend to, and so I would

         16  like to ask unanimous consent to be recorded as aye

         17  on all coupled general orders and any matters that

         18  may be laid aside.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

         20  objection, so ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: No on Land Use

         12  485 and aye on all others -- oh, I am sorry. I beg

         13  your pardon. Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         23  Vallone.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of
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          2  40 to nothing adopted, and referred to the Committee

          3  on Land Use.

          4                 At this time, is there a

          5  communication from the Speaker?

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Only to remind my

          7  colleagues that during this recent Con Edison

          8  failure, that we are working closely with everyone

          9  involved, because it was a wake-up call to all of us

         10  concerning the fact that as we go into the next

         11  century, it isn't only the new power plants that we

         12  have to concern ourselves with, and the efficient

         13  and clean energy that we would like to see as we get

         14  to the next century, but it is the fact that Con

         15  Edison is permanently monopolized to supply that

         16  power through its feeder systems, and the little bit

         17  that we know so far is those feeder systems

         18  obviously were inadequate to handle the kind of

         19  power that we anticipate will be growing as we get

         20  into this next century.

         21                 So, together with the Administration

         22  and other independent groups, our investigative

         23  staff will be working closely to make sure that we

         24  monitor what goes on and we try to ensure that Con

         25  Edison do what it has to do in terms of making sure
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          2  that those supply lines or feeder cables are

          3  equipped and sufficient to do the job of supplying

          4  power to our town.

          5                 That being said, we can go on to

          6  Discussion of General Orders.

          7                 I understand that the Chairperson of

          8  Land Use has asked to set aside the filtration

          9  plant, so I would ask if anyone has any other

         10  matters to discuss on the General Order, this would

         11  be the time to do it.

         12                 (Outburst).

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:

         14  Sergeant-At-Arms, please remove these people.

         15                 We welcome everybody to watch this

         16  Chamber as spectators, but if you want to

         17  participate more directly, you have to seek and hold

         18  the office.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Before we go on to

         20  General Orders, on my time Council Member Linares

         21  would like to extend the remarks on the Con Edison

         22  blackout.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         24  Linares.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you, as
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          2  soon as we have some order.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Would the

          4  Chamber please settle down to listen to Council

          5  Member Linares.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 Please continue.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you,

          9  Mr. Public Advocate. I just would like to expand on

         10  the remarks just expressed by our Speaker with

         11  regards to the blackout that my district and Council

         12  Member Stanley Michels' portion of his district

         13  experienced, as of the evening of July 6th, going

         14  into July 7th.

         15                 I want to first acknowledge the

         16  leadership of our Speaker, Peter Vallone, who came

         17  to walk the neighborhood immediately after the night

         18  of darkness that we experienced in Washington

         19  Heights and Inwood.

         20                 This came unexpected and has caused a

         21  crisis for the district that I represent and I am

         22  very glad that with the Speaker came the President

         23  of Con Edison and power was restored to avoid a

         24  second night of what could have been even a greater

         25  disaster to the people of Northern Manhattan.
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          2                 I would like to add that this

          3  blackout has caused tremendous harm to the families

          4  of Washington Heights and Inwood, and I understand

          5  also some other areas that were affected. But to

          6  those two communities, I have to say that everything

          7  was completely paralyzed during this blackout. I

          8  must indicate that the merchants, the small

          9  businesses, 3,500 small businesses in the area were

         10  devastated. To this day they have not received any

         11  type of relief from Con Edison or anywhere else and

         12  they are really in dire straights, in really dire

         13  circumstances.

         14                 I don't know how many of them will

         15  not be able to open their doors again because of the

         16  losses. We conducted the surveys, and we are talking

         17  millions of dollars that have been lost in the

         18  businesses that were affected.

         19                 So, I do call on the Speaker and this

         20  Council to take an affirmative step in an urgent way

         21  and manner to help bring relief to the area.

         22                 I want to acknowledge the leadership

         23  of the Mayor and the Fire and Police Department and

         24  other emergency services during these circumstances,

         25  but I want to highlight one thing in this tragedy
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          2  that we have faced, the conduct and the behavior of

          3  the community I represent, along with Stanley

          4  Michels, conducted itself exemplary. Unprepared for

          5  a complete darkness and facing the biggest challenge

          6  that I think the community has had, the spirit of

          7  collaboration, the health of young people, seniors

          8  and the spirit that was manifested I think is

          9  exemplary of what New York is all about, and I just

         10  want to highlight that for a community.

         11                 But, again, I want to echo, we are a

         12  community in need immediately and the call is to Con

         13  Edison to come to the community to respond to the

         14  damages that were inflicted there and also on the

         15  Mayor and the City Council to help respond along

         16  with the State and the federal level. This is far

         17  from over, and the hearing that we had, thanks to

         18  the leadership of the Speaker and the City Council

         19  is testimony that there is something very wrong with

         20  the infrastructure of Con Edison that needs further

         21  looking into, and I just want to echo on that

         22  commitment that the Speaker referred to that we need

         23  to make sure that we do not have a repeat of the

         24  tragedy that happened in Northern Manhattan with

         25  another blackout.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

          4  Stanley Michels, who also represents the afflicted

          5  area.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Speaker.

          8                 Without repeating all of the

          9  wonderful things that you said, and true things, you

         10  and Council Member Guillermo Linares, who I am very

         11  pleased to share the district with, there is no

         12  question in anybody's mind that something happened

         13  that shouldn't have happened. It wasn't a failure of

         14  electricity, there was a failure of communication,

         15  and there was a failure of properly preparing the

         16  proper feeder lines and having enough feeder lines

         17  in our district. If this results in an evaluation

         18  and we do more preventive maintenance, then we have

         19  accomplished something, but if we allow this to go

         20  by without learning from it, and without getting a

         21  result, and making the City understand that it is

         22  not enough that we just let Con Edison do anything

         23  they want, and we just have to get all of our

         24  information from Con Ed, we must make sure there is

         25  proper oversight over Con Ed, that we have engineers
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          2  and distinguished experts who make sure that Con Ed

          3  is doing what they should be doing, and not to

          4  depend on them for all of our information.

          5                 Con Ed may not be part of government,

          6  but government should do the work of overseeing it,

          7  and I think we have a real problem with the Public

          8  Service Commission, the State Public Service

          9  Commission, of doing their job here also.

         10                 So, it is important that the City

         11  have a role in delivering one of the most important

         12  services to the people of this City, and that is

         13  electricity. We should not be, and pardon the

         14  expression, be asleep at the switch again.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Mr. Speaker,

         18  you have concluded your time.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes. Any other

         20  general orders, other than the filtration plant,

         21  because that is going to be laid aside.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         23  Leffler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes, thank

         25  you.
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          2                 Mr. Public Advocate, my colleagues, I

          3  would like to urge my colleagues to vote for Intro.

          4  51-A on today's agenda. This bill was amended and

          5  voted out of the Public Safety Committee on June

          6  29th. The bill seeks to prohibit the playing of

          7  three card monty.

          8                 For the uninitiated, three card monty

          9  is a game or scheme in which the player receives

         10  money if he or she correctly selects one or any

         11  number of objects which is designated by the dealer

         12  as the winning object, prior to shuffling or

         13  rearranging the position of the objects. Objects are

         14  often times cards, shells or caps.

         15                 Such playing would be prohibited on

         16  any public streets, sidewalk or plaza. People

         17  arrested for three card monty dealing have normally

         18  been charged under the penal law with gambling.

         19  Gambling, as defined in Article 225 of the penal

         20  law, applies when a person "stakes or risks

         21  something of value upon the outcome of a contest of

         22  chance or a future contingent event not under his

         23  control of influence upon an agreement that he will

         24  receive something of value in the event of a certain

         25  outcome."
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          2                 However, in People versus Eric Conja,

          3  Cheryl Parker ruled that three card monty is a game

          4  of skill and not a game of chance. Judge Parker

          5  acknowledged that many times the game is a sham

          6  designed to rip people off, especially tourists, but

          7  that played fairly it is not gambling.

          8                 Although two other county Criminal

          9  Court judges have ruled otherwise, the conflict

         10  between these opinions should be clarified. Judge

         11  Parker even said that the legislature should

         12  consider prohibiting the mere act of playing three

         13  card monty. This bill does just that in paragraph b,

         14  providing a clear and concise basis upon which

         15  District Attorneys may prosecute perpetrators of

         16  three card monty.

         17                 At the Committee hearing, the Police

         18  Department and Manhattan District Attorney's Office

         19  --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         21  expired.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: -- Spoke in

         23  favor of the bill. I ask you all to vote for it.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member Leffler.

          3                 Would anyone else seek to be

          4  recognized?

          5                 Seeing no one seeking to be

          6  recognized, let us move to Report of Special

          7  Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Report of

         10  standing committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Finance.

         13                 Intro. 536, a local law in relation

         14  to a Columbus Avenue BID.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         16  order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 866.

         18  Preconsidered. Authorizing the following application

         19  for state assistant payments for parks projects.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 492 and

         22  companion resolution 936. Preconsidered. Department

         23  of HPD, third-party transfer program, Bronx, in rem.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 493 and
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          2  companion resolution 916. UDAAP 19995490 HAQ, 119-09

          3  146th Street, et al., Queens.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 495 and

          6  preconsidered resolution 917. UDAAP, 19995492 HAX,

          7  2024 Morris Avenue, Bronx.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 501 and

         10  companion resolution 918. Preconsidered, UDAAP,

         11  20005003 HAX, certain areas of the Bronx.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Governmental Operations. Intro. 579. A

         15  local law to amend the New York City Charter in

         16  relation to compensation of the Mayor.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Land Use.

         20                 LU 493. Preconsidered UDAAP. 19995490

         21  HAQ. 119-09 146th Street, et al., Queens.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         23  referred to Finance, pursuant to 6.50 of the

         24  Council.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 494 and
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          2  preconsidered resolution 919. UDAAP 19995491 HAX,

          3  820-830 East 170th Street, Bronx.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed

          5  pursuant to withdrawal.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 495. UDAAP

          7  19995492 HAX, 2024 Morris Avenue, Bronx.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

          9  referred to Finance, pursuant to 6.50.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 497 and

         11  companion resolution 920. Preconsidered. UDAAP

         12  19995494 HAX, 84 West 238th Street, Bronx.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 499 and

         15  companion resolution 921. Preconsidered UDAAP

         16  19995496 HAQ. 111-13 Liberty Avenue, Queens.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 500 and

         19  companion resolution 922. Preconsidered. UDAAP,

         20  19995497 HAM, 346 East 21st Street, Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 501.

         23  Preconsidered UDAAP, 20005003 HAX. Certain areas in

         24  the Bronx.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is approved and
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          2  referred to Finance, pursuant to 6.50.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 266, and

          4  companion resolution 923. UDAAP 19995059 HAK, Howard

          5  Avenue cluster, Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 384 and

          8  companion resolution 924. UDAAP 19995346 HAK,

          9  Pacific Street cluster, Brooklyn.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 385 and

         12  companion resolution 925. UDAAP 19995347 HAK,

         13  Jefferson Avenue cluster, Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 393 and

         16  companion resolution 926. UDAAP 19995355 HAK, 241

         17  Van Buren Street, Brooklyn.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed

         19  pursuant to withdrawal.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 405 and

         21  companion resolution 927. ULURP C990265 HAM, 1771-73

         22  Madison Avenue, et al., Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 421 and

         25  companion resolution 928. UDAAP 19995401 HAK, 584
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          2  Pennsylvania Avenue, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 481 and

          5  companion resolution 929. UDAAP 19995473 HAQ, 109-02

          6  Sutton Boulevard, et al., Queens.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 485 and

          9  companion resolution 930, sidewalk cafe application,

         10  19995145 TCM, 2836 Broadway, Manhattan.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 486. ULURP

         13  C980713 PRR, City-owned property, Staten Island.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is approved

         15  with modification and referred to City Planning

         16  Commission, pursuant to 11.20(b) of our rules and

         17  197-(d) of the Charter.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 491 and

         19  companion resolution 931. Sidewalk cafe application

         20  19985429 TCQ, 31-02 36th Avenue, Queens.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         24                 M603 and companion resolution 932.

         25  Reappointment by the Mayor of Thomas F. Pike as a
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          2  member of the Landmark Preservation Commission.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: A motion to rules.

          4  Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

          6  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

          7                 M604. Senate and Assembly bills. In

          8  relation to traffic control signal violations.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M605. Senate and

         11  Assembly bills. To amend the Charter in relation to

         12  the Environmental Control Board for poster law

         13  offenses.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Preconsidered

         16  M621. Senate and Assembly, companion, in relation to

         17  filing requirements for documents regarding taxes.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 163.

         20  Preconsidered. Senate and Assembly bills. Police

         21  pension fund.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 164. Senate

         24  and Assembly. Preconsidered. Department of

         25  Sanitation.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 30. Senate

          4  and Assembly Bills, in relation to transfer

          5  services.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 38. Senate

          8  and Assembly Bills. In rem, Brooklyn.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 45. Senate

         11  and Assembly Bills. Fire Department.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 51. An

         14  assembly bill in relation to investment.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 90. Senate

         17  and Assembly bills. In rem, Bronx.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 121. Senate

         20  and Assembly Bills. In relation to the Department of

         21  Sanitation.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 125. Senate

         24  and Assembly bills. In relation to EMS workers.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 128. An

          3  assembly bill in relation to accidental death

          4  benefits.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 137. Senate

          7  and Assembly Bills. In rem, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 139. Senate

         10  and Assembly Bills. Pension funds for mortgages.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 142. Senate

         13  and Assembly Bills. In rem, Bronx.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 150. Senate

         16  and Assembly Bills. In rem, Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 151.

         19  Assembly bill, in rem, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 157. Senate

         22  and Assembly bill for EMS workers.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 158. Senate

         25  bill, accidental death benefits.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 159. Senate

          4  and Assembly bill. Temporary investment by local

          5  government.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Transportation.

          9                 Preconsidered Intro. 586. A local law

         10  in relation to Midwood Wheels, Inc.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 572. A

         13  local law in relation to TJ Car Service, Inc.,

         14  Staten Island.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 573. A

         17  local law for disapproval of base station license

         18  TC, car service, Staten Island.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 574. A

         21  local law. Base station license, gold class radio

         22  dispatcher. Bronx.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 575. A

         25  local law disapproving gold class radio dispatcher,
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          2  Bronx.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 902.

          5  Preconsidered. For the Committee to hold hearings on

          6  various base station license renewal applications.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 903.

          9  Preconsidered. To hold a hearing on Midwood Wheels,

         10  Inc.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: General order

         13  calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 291-A. An

         15  amended local law in relation to family child care

         16  services.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over again.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 51-A.

         19  Amended local law in relation to three card monty.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is amended and

         21  coupled on general order.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 471 and

         23  companion resolution 933. ULURP 990237 PSX, which is

         24  regarding to a water filtration system in the Bronx.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is laid aside
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          2  at the request of Council Member Eisland.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

          4  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That's coupled.

          6                 I ask to have a roll call on all

          7  other matters on today's calendar, with the

          8  exception of LU 471 and Resolution 933, with

          9  reference to the filtration plant in Van Courtlandt

         10  Park.

         11                 Roll call, please.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Pass.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Pass.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Pass.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: No on Intro.

         12  579; aye on all the rest.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Pass.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: May I be

         19  excused, sir, to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all,

         22  except for Intro. 579, and I vote no on 579.

         23                 I believe in raises for my

         24  colleagues, I believe in raises for all people in

         25  City government. I believe that it should be
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          2  proportionate.  To take a 28 percent raise and a 63

          3  percent raise over five years sends the wrong

          4  message to the City of New York, to the Police

          5  Officers to the Fire workers and to the other City

          6  workers that have collected double zeros over the

          7  years. I vote no. I think it is unconscionable and I

          8  don't believe this is the way the City should send a

          9  message and I vote no.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Mr. Public

         19  Advocate, may I please be temporarily excused to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: I would like

         23  to comment on Intro. 579.

         24                 Setting a sensible rational salary

         25  structure for City officials, and professional
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          2  employees for that matter, has been a challenge.

          3  This bill, too, in my judgment, misses the mark.

          4                 The public believes this is too

          5  generous, for Council members, 51 of 64 of the

          6  people covered by this bill, a 28 percent increase,

          7  this is more than three times the rate of inflation

          8  over the past four years since the last salary

          9  adjustment.

         10                 The average employee increase in

         11  wages is about 11 to 12 percent over that period.

         12  So, this increase is almost three times that.

         13                 $90,000 is not a lot considering the

         14  duties and responsibilities of the position. The

         15  issues and problems are often challenging and

         16  complex and merit a good deal of study, work and

         17  discussion. But the increase of 28 percent is a lot,

         18  considering how those duties are really generally

         19  discharged.

         20                 As to current officials, this is a

         21  windfall. There was no reason to expect it. A main

         22  justification is to attract qualified officials in

         23  the future. It is unclear, however, who will get

         24  these positions.

         25                 And further, in most cases the public
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          2  will get the same candidates, officials, without

          3  granting this increase of three times inflation.

          4                 I think there should be stronger

          5  benchmarks or conditions before a three times rate

          6  of inflation salary increase is put into effect, or

          7  that the public sees that the government is truly

          8  functioning better, that there is a structure that

          9  fully utilizes fully the ability of its members,

         10  truly utilizes the staff, most responsibly,

         11  rationally, continually and fully in the public

         12  interest.

         13                 There are no minimum hours, the

         14  part-time issue I think should be addressed. I can

         15  see about a ten percent increase that would be

         16  better than inflation, but this is too generous so I

         17  vote no on this and aye on all others.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: This is the
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          2  one body that I know of where men and women get the

          3  exact same salary. Think about that now. We all come

          4  in, we get the same salary, both men and women.

          5  There is no glass ceiling here in the City Council.

          6                 To call us a part-time body, I don't

          7  know what part-time means, because I know that most

          8  of my colleagues are just like me working 14 and 16

          9  hours a day, Saturday and Sundays are not sacred, we

         10  are going to meetings at night, our families have to

         11  make great sacrifices, and I think we work very,

         12  very hard for our money.

         13                 I didn't have anything to do with

         14  setting the amount that was here, but I think it

         15  would be very deceitful for me to stand here and

         16  vote against it, and yet when it comes through

         17  accept it.

         18                 I vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Mr. Public

          3  Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to explain my

          4  vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Of course.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Earlier we

          7  heard our colleague Council Member Leffler speak

          8  about Intro. 51-A, and the only thing my learned

          9  colleague forgot to mention was that this bill was

         10  introduced by our former colleague, Andrew Eristoff,

         11  and I remember when I worked as Counsel to the City

         12  Council minority leader, Council Member and now

         13  Commissioner Eristoff, coming into that office

         14  literally weekly, fighting hard to get this bill

         15  passed, and I think that we as a body would be

         16  remiss if we didn't collectively tip our hats to our

         17  former colleague, because this is certainly a

         18  victory for him and a victory for all New Yorkers.

         19                 I vote aye on all with the exception

         20  of Intro. 579. I vote no on that matter.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: May I be

          4  excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Certainly.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: I find it

          7  very interesting that people take the position that

          8  this is too much for us and they cite their concerns

          9  for Police and Fire officers and other civil

         10  servants that they don't get enough. I share that

         11  concern, and I think they must realize that those

         12  officers, Police, Fire and the civil servants that

         13  you speak of, have what is known as collective

         14  bargaining. They negotiate their salary increases.

         15  They do not have a geld commission that comes back

         16  and says this is what we think you should earn.

         17                 In addition, their bargaining comes

         18  in to play in many, many areas, not only salary but

         19  benefits, whether you will have two days in which no

         20  one can interfere with what happens in the course of

         21  duty because that is a negotiated situation, and no

         22  one can ask you about what happened because it has

         23  been part of the negotiation that you will be

         24  protected until after those two days, and then you

         25  will come forward with your attorney and respond to
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          2  any kind of interrogation. You will have benefits

          3  because you have negotiated those benefits.

          4                 Now, I believe that they should be

          5  increased salaries. I believe they should be

          6  adjusted upwards, and I believe that when we talk

          7  about benefits for police officers, fire officers,

          8  lower level employees, I am prepared to vote for

          9  those increases for staff. I will even suggest that

         10  maybe we ought to look around our City and say not

         11  just a select few, but the person who makes $5.75 an

         12  hour needs an increase.

         13                 I believe also we should stop

         14  allowing people to let us feel fair if we say we are

         15  deserving of an increase. I refuse to be cowardly, I

         16  refuse to say that I am not worth a decent salary, I

         17  refuse to be intimidated and I vote aye.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Pass.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Mr. Public

          9  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: With regard to

         12  compensation for members of the Council and

         13  excecutives and District Attorneys, the last time

         14  this was before us I voted no, and I voted no in

         15  Committee last time, because I had some concerns

         16  about outside income and also about the effective

         17  date of these increases.

         18                 I voted yes in Committee yesterday,

         19  and I think I owe my colleagues an explanation as to

         20  why.

         21                 In talking to people who are leaders

         22  in this City who are not currently elected

         23  officials, the concern now that term limits is a

         24  firm reality in people's minds, as opposed to the

         25  last time we got an increase where even though it
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          2  was the law, some people thought it would be

          3  changed, that we are not going to get the kind of

          4  people in government that we would like to see in

          5  government, our best and our brightest, what we are

          6  going to get is our richest or our least employable.

          7  Those are not what I would like to see in the future

          8  government of this City, and therefore, to make the

          9  job more attractive I think that at this point,

         10  while I still have the concerns that I raised a few

         11  years ago when I voted no and gave away my increase

         12  for the year and a half until that election, I think

         13  that on the whole it is important that we bring

         14  better people in the government, and therefore I

         15  vote aye, and I vote aye on all coupled general

         16  orders, with the exception of Intro. 51-A, on which

         17  I vote no.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Mr. Public

         20  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         21  vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: In line with

         24  the remarks of Council Member Sabini, as it relates

         25  to term limits, while good salaries may not
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          2  necessarily bring good people into government, we

          3  must ensure that we have a salary level that will

          4  not be a disincentive to large numbers of New

          5  Yorkers who would and could possibly serve if only

          6  there was a salary that would enable them to enjoy a

          7  moderate lifestyle. This is not an upper income

          8  lifestyle, this is not a high class lifestyle, but

          9  we must provide a living wage for those who would

         10  serve, and particularly in the face of term limits,

         11  the salary does become a consideration that one has

         12  to seriously consider when determining whether they

         13  are going to step outside of an employment situation

         14  or a career for six to eight years or whatever it

         15  is.

         16                 So, I think it is the right thing to

         17  do, it is not excessive, it's appropriate and I vote

         18  aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: May I say a

         13  few words, please?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Intro. 556

         16  is establishing a Columbus Avenue Business

         17  Improvement District, it is a very small BID that

         18  runs less than 20 blocks on Columbus Avenue. It has

         19  been the subject -- it has had a very lively debate

         20  on the west side and it has been many years in

         21  coming. It is basically a BID that is attempting to

         22  bring Columbus Avenue by the owners of the property

         23  back to its glory of another decade ten years ago,

         24  but it is a BID that also has had some opposition

         25  from commercial operators, the operators of stores
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          2  who don't own their property, because they are

          3  afraid of rents, and that is a subject that we have

          4  never addressed in this Council, which is protection

          5  for commercial rent tenants.

          6                 However, I think that I am supporting

          7  and I am voting yes.

          8                 On the question of salaries, there

          9  are 51 members of this City Council out of a City

         10  that has over 8 million people in it. This is a very

         11  important body of people charged with great

         12  responsibility. We make laws. We have the final word

         13  on the budget. We decide how the City can dispose of

         14  its land, and we should therefore compensate these

         15  members who have jobs of this great responsibility

         16  with I think sense, good sense.

         17                 And therefore, I believe that we

         18  should be entitled to this increase in salary. It is

         19  not a merit raise, it is based on the

         20  responsibilities that this body has and in a way it

         21  sets the goal for the way members work. And if the

         22  public doesn't like it, they shouldn't -- if they

         23  don't think their Council member deserves this

         24  compensation, then they shouldn't elect them in the

         25  first place. That is what we have elections for.
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          2                 So, I think that it is time that we

          3  show to the public what the importance of this body

          4  is, and I vote yes on that.

          5                 I want to abstain on the following

          6  SLRs, 38, 137, 142, 150 and 151. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member, can

          8  you repeat your numbers again, please. The SLR

          9  numbers.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: 38, 137,

         11  142, 150, 151.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: No on Intro.

         15  579, aye on all others.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Nice try, guys.

         20  Just joking.

         21                 Thank you. May I please be excused to

         22  explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: I rise

         25  specifically to talk on Intro. 579. For some of us
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          2  this is kind of a tough vote, but I have to tell you

          3  that when I look around and I notice that many of

          4  the Commissioners of the City are making a lot more

          5  money than most of the Council members, and when I

          6  know for myself this is not just a full-time job for

          7  me, this is like time and a half and double time,

          8  and given the fact when I first started in this

          9  Council I actually took a pay cut to be elected to

         10  this Council, I really believe that we deserve the

         11  raise.

         12                 And I would have to echo what Council

         13  Member Eldridge said, that if you don't think your

         14  Council Member qualifies for this raise, then you

         15  should probably get rid of them. Because as I said,

         16  as an attorney I could do outside work. I do not. I

         17  do nothing but be a Council member. And I would be

         18  very much willing to vote for limiting or having no

         19  outside income and I would be willing to vote for

         20  making this a full-time job.

         21                 But I do believe that for the

         22  responsibilities that we have, for the amount of

         23  time that we have to put in to do this job right, at

         24  a salary as I said that still doesn't come up to the

         25  salaries that most commissioners make, and we are
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          2  elected officials and we are directly responsible to

          3  the public, which they are not, given that, it would

          4  be -- I think it would be disingenuous of me not to

          5  support this raise, so I vote aye on all coupled

          6  general orders.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Let me

          8  interrupt the roll call, and I will call on Council

          9  Member Sabini.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Mr. Public

         11  Advocate, I want to change my vote on Intro. 51-A to

         12  yes.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you.

         14                 Will the clerk continue the calling

         15  of the roll.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         19  Vallone.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye on all.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All coupled

         24  general orders are adopted by a similar 43 to

         25  nothing vote, with the exceptions of Intro. 579, 33
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          2  in the affirmative, five in the negative. SLRs 38,

          3  137, 142, 150 and 151 are adopted 42 in the

          4  affirmative, nothing in the negative, one

          5  abstention.

          6                 At this time we will move to the laid

          7  aside item on the filtration plant, LU 471 and

          8  Resolution 933, for debate. Under the rules any

          9  member can seek to be recognized and speak for up to

         10  ten minutes.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I would ask that

         12  Council Member Eisland be first recognized and

         13  Council Member Sabini be last.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Chair and

         15  Council Member Eisland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I rise, with

         17  a ten-minute limit, I understand, to talk about

         18  something that I have been living with and fighting

         19  against for approximately ten years.

         20                 First let me explain that the Croton

         21  system has become the stepchild of negotiations

         22  between the City and State because unfortunately the

         23  Croton system was not included in the same

         24  agreement, watershed agreement, that was decided

         25  between the City and the State for the DEL/CAT

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            57

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  system.

          3                 What this means is that unfortunately

          4  there is a federal mandate saying that the system

          5  must have filtered water. However, other venues in

          6  the United States have been subject to the same

          7  mandate. They have successfully challenged that

          8  mandate, they have successfully put off the dates

          9  that were imposed by the federal court. The

         10  community in the Bronx that is affected by this has

         11  been asking to have that entire mandate at least to

         12  be challenged once again by the City Administration

         13  so that more time could be given to DEP to continue,

         14  to do what they say they are doing, which is to

         15  study both filtration and filtration alternatives.

         16                 What filtration alternatives means is

         17  that there is other methodology that is getting

         18  better every day to clean up the water. There is

         19  also a necessity for the Administration to be

         20  dealing with the Westchester area and with the

         21  counties that supply the Croton system, so that

         22  building will be limited, so that pollution and

         23  dumping would be limited, and many other mitigation

         24  methods that could be done, could have been done

         25  yesterday, last year, last month, still can be done
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          2  tomorrow, next week and next year.

          3                 There is the allegation that what we

          4  are doing and what is being proposed by the City,

          5  and that is to build a filtration plant in Van

          6  Courtlandt Park, is actually not alienating

          7  parkland. There have been instances cited where we

          8  have actually built vaults under parks in Queens.

          9                 That does not compare with what is

         10  being proposed for Van Courtlandt Park. Nobody can

         11  tell us that it is not alienation of a park, and

         12  taking away parkland, when you blast 60 feet of

         13  bedrock, when you build up 35 feet above ground,

         14  this is not an underground only facility, this is

         15  several stories high. When you clear over 400 mature

         16  trees, when you build an industrial facility that

         17  will house permanently 900 tons of chemicals, which

         18  may in some cases be toxic, and this is all being

         19  done not in the middle of Van Courtlandt Park, not

         20  on a golf course that is removed from the community,

         21  but right across the street from a struggling but

         22  thriving community that has pulled itself up by its

         23  bootstraps and which is going to continue to do

         24  that.

         25                 This is surely not only alienation of
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          2  parks, but my colleagues, if this happens any park

          3  in the City is fair game for being used for other

          4  than park use and what it is supposed to be used

          5  for.

          6                 People have said, well, the Council,

          7  Land Use Committee, has improved this by adding

          8  modifications, and there are a bunch of

          9  modifications. But not one of those modifications

         10  changes the project, the project is a horrific

         11  project, not simply for the neighborhood, but for

         12  the City of New York, particularly for the Bronx.

         13                 We are not dwelling on saying build

         14  it in another neighborhood, build it in another

         15  location, build it in one of the eight other sites

         16  that were studied both in the Bronx and in

         17  Westchester. Yes, there are other sites, and some of

         18  them in Westchester, actually the town supervisors

         19  asked us to come up and to consider.

         20                 I think the point here today is that

         21  time is on our side, technology is only getting

         22  better, and you know, even if the Administration

         23  went back to the federal court and asked for more

         24  time and even if we lost, making the effort, taking

         25  that time, gives DEP that much added time to finish
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          2  the studies that they have been doing, that we

          3  believe that we have been doing.

          4                 This is a disaster. This is a billion

          5  dollar disaster. This is not five to seven years,

          6  that has been said by the Administration, because

          7  who amongst us has ever seen a major project come in

          8  on time? This is ten years out of the life of this

          9  community.

         10                 I ask my colleagues, I know I have

         11  spoken to you personally, and I know that you have a

         12  tremendous amount of written material, I also know

         13  other people with other points of view have spoken

         14  to you. But I ask you to think about this, not only

         15  in terms of what I am saying, but in terms of the

         16  ramifications of parkland in the future in this

         17  City.

         18                 I would like to reserve my remaining

         19  time in case I want to rebut anything else that is

         20  said, and I certainly ask for a no vote on Land Use

         21  number 471 and Reso 933.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Before turning

         23  to Council Member Carrion, because there was some

         24  confusion about an earlier vote, let me just repeat

         25  the total.
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          2                 On Intro. 579, on the pay increase,

          3  it was 38 in the affirmative, five in the negative.

          4                 Council Member Carrion.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Public Advocate. I would like to attach myself

          7  to the comments, let's see if we can get some volume

          8  on this thing.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Your

         10  microphone is not working.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Testing one,

         12  two.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Okay. I would

         15  like to attach myself to the comments of my

         16  colleague in whose district this project is

         17  proposed, Councilwoman Eisland, and I won't pretend

         18  to be as eloquent as she is on the details of this

         19  project, but I know that it will and can have a very

         20  severe impact on that immediate community around Van

         21  Courtlandt Park Mosholu Golf Course.

         22                 I will bring your attention to two

         23  things very briefly. One, I believe, as many people

         24  of good faith do in this City, that the City has not

         25  exhausted all options, that we have not pressed the
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          2  federal government, the federal EPA, we have not

          3  challenged the courts, we have not considered the

          4  site in Westchester County very seriously. We did

          5  not approach the town of Greenberg and ask them for

          6  a deal on the taxes on the land, and we claim that

          7  it is going to cost us two to three-hundred million

          8  dollars more to have this filtration plant in

          9  Westchester County. I think that we have been less

         10  than spirited and even possibly less than sincere in

         11  our efforts to consider filtration avoidance and

         12  other options, and so for those reasons and those

         13  stated by Council Member June Eisland, I vote no --

         14  I will vote no I should say.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         16  Council Members Eisland and Carrion.

         17                 Would anyone else seek to be

         18  recognized?

         19                 In order, Council Members Abel and

         20  Harrison.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Thank you.

         22                 I am very uncomfortable with this

         23  vote because I seriously do not like to have

         24  anything to do with putting major impacts on

         25  neighborhoods. I understand that. That I understand.
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          2  But it is not our decision about filtration

          3  avoidance. It is the federal government. We are not

          4  here to debate whether or not it should be in the

          5  Bronx or in Manhattan. We have a deadline, July

          6  31st. If we do not have a plan, not the system

          7  built, if we do not have a plan in place the City of

          8  New York will be fined $25,000 a day. That is a

          9  fact, period. We didn't vote on that. The State of

         10  New York didn't vote on that. That is the federal

         11  government.

         12                 We lost in court. We do not have a

         13  choice. I went up to Greenberg, New York. Yes,

         14  Greenberg, New York would very much like for us to

         15  build a plant up there so that we can pay Greenberg,

         16  New York $8 million a year in real estate taxes.

         17  They are not stupid people in Greenberg, New York.

         18  Not at all.

         19                 Would there be a way that we could

         20  avoid this? That would be wonderful. We put in, in

         21  the Catskill system and the Delaware system, for

         22  filtration avoidance. It did not happen in Croton.

         23  Shame on us. But the fact remains that ten years

         24  later our backs are against the wall. It is not a

         25  question of whether the Council or the
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          2  Administration or DEP or anybody else wants to put

          3  filtration systems in the reservoir, that is not the

          4  point at all. I don't think any one of us does. We

          5  have some of the finest water in the country in New

          6  York City. I don't believe we need filtration, but

          7  that is not what we are voting on today. It is not

          8  what we are voting on today.

          9                 When I went up to the Bronx, it is

         10  the lesser of all evils, and they are evil. It's a

         11  disruption of that community. I am making no bones

         12  about that whatsoever. It is. And it will take some

         13  time to build that, but I can't think of another

         14  place, and certainly nobody has come to me with

         15  another site that is even remotely better located

         16  with the least amount of impact on a community.

         17                 Again, our backs are against the

         18  wall.

         19                 I understand the Chairwoman fighting

         20  for her neighborhood, as she should. I understand

         21  that completely. I would be doing the same thing if

         22  it was in my section in Queens. And as I said in the

         23  Subcommittee vote, thank God most of the time in

         24  this Council, at least since I have been here, you

         25  get to vote on things that impact your community
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          2  directly. But every once in awhile something comes

          3  up where you don't want to go against a community, a

          4  community board in any section of the City, but you

          5  have to look at global New York, and this is one of

          6  those instances where global New York City takes

          7  precedence.

          8                 I commend the Chair of the

          9  Subcommittee, John Sabini, for in-depth, in-depth

         10  tours and hearings. As I said, we were up in the

         11  Bronx, we spent a day in Greenberg, New York, we

         12  were out there. We were out there.

         13                 This will cost the City of New York a

         14  tremendous amount of money. Not only the

         15  construction, it is going to cost us money here. I

         16  believe we don't need the filtration system, but,

         17  again, that is not what we are voting on today. We

         18  are voting on a plan, a plan that has to be in place

         19  within the next ten days, that is the fact.

         20                 Commissioner Miele came before our

         21  Committee and strongly stated that at the same time

         22  that we are coming up with a plan to do this

         23  filtration, we are still looking at ways to avoid

         24  the filtration.

         25                 Again, I got the impression that
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          2  nobody in this City wants to build this, but we have

          3  to have a plan within the next ten days. That is

          4  what we are faced with today. And I will work with

          5  any one of my colleagues over the next year or

          6  whatever it takes, after we vote this thing in

          7  today, to try and get some sort of filtration

          8  avoidance for the Croton system, because I still

          9  don't believe that we need it. But that is our

         10  federal government making us do that. We need to put

         11  pressure on them, and I will work with anybody,

         12  anyhow, any way, but right now sanity has to prevail

         13  and we have no choice.

         14                 I will vote aye and I urge the rest

         15  of my colleagues to do the same. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         17  Council Member Abel.

         18                 Council Member Harrison.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes, sir. I

         20  rise to take the opposite tact to what my colleague

         21  has just addressed.

         22                 I have read much of the material that

         23  has come through my hands on this issue, and with

         24  particular reference to the fact that our backs are

         25  on the wall or against the wall, I take particular
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          2  exception because I have read that the fines

          3  stipulated in the consent decree will be waived if

          4  there is a forced majure (phonetic), and my French

          5  is not that hot, and at the discretion of the Judge

          6  if the City asks for a modification.

          7                 If this Council were to reject the

          8  amendment of the Land Use Subcommittee, which has

          9  been accepted by the City Planning Commission, that

         10  would represent a forced majure which would allow

         11  the City to go forward to the court to ask for a

         12  modification of the existing decree.

         13                 There is nothing in this statute that

         14  would compel any court to fine the City. The DEP's

         15  prediction of catastrophic confines is not supported

         16  by law and can be avoided if we in the City Council

         17  vote no in siting a filtration plant in the City

         18  park. That is point number one.

         19                 Point number two. The City of New

         20  York a number of years ago set aside $18 million

         21  which it gave to the DEP for the purchase of land

         22  upstate in the watershed area to prevent the

         23  development of that land which would put more

         24  effluent into the soil with the danger that it might

         25  contaminate the waters from which we draw our
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          2  drinking water.

          3                 That money, that $18 million has not

          4  been spent by the DEP to preserve the sanctity of

          5  that watershed.

          6                 And the question has been raised that

          7  there are other kinds of agendas at work, such as

          8  sale of property in that area, else why would the

          9  City DEP agency not have acquired property in the

         10  vicinity of the watershed?

         11                 I want to say further, that the same

         12  DEP has made the papers in the months of June and

         13  July, three papers, and I have the clippings

         14  therefrom, with regard to the fact that there has

         15  been spillage of chemicals into the water in our

         16  water system, that these reports of the spills which

         17  were mandated, which are mandated, were never made

         18  to the proper agency.

         19                 Nobody in DEP ever filed a report

         20  that there had been these accidents. Hundreds of

         21  pounds of this chemical, not a little bitty bit,

         22  which is enough to poison the water or spoil the

         23  water or contaminate, but hundreds of pounds of it.

         24  And because the City agency, the DEP on which we put

         25  so much reliance, has not been discharging its
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          2  mandated responsibilities, the FBI came in and

          3  seized is files, seized its files and nobody can

          4  deny that, including the commissioner.

          5                 The City had the option of taking an

          6  industrial site in Mount Pleasant, or in Greenberg,

          7  as my friend Mike has just referred to it, but we

          8  chose instead to alienate parkland without going the

          9  route of the alienation process.

         10                 Parkland by state law cannot be

         11  alienated without getting state approval. Well, what

         12  the hell are we doing when we take 40 acres out of

         13  Van Courtlandt Park and absolutely turn that whole

         14  area upside down and build a seven story or a three

         15  story above the ground structure that is going to be

         16  full of the toxic chemicals to which the Chairlady

         17  referred.

         18                 If we are not alienating that

         19  parkland, what the hell are we doing?

         20                 My understanding is that this is an

         21  illegal act that the Department of Environmental

         22  Protection is engaging in, without having followed

         23  the laws of the State of New York, and I don't know

         24  why somebody hasn't called them to account for it.

         25                 Beyond that, I also think that it is
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          2  a sin to install a filtration plant in this

          3  particular neighborhood in the Bronx where from the

          4  Health Committee hearing I have heard nothing but

          5  how many children are affected by asthma in the

          6  Bronx. That there is so much pollution in the Bronx,

          7  and yet we are sitting by here and giving

          8  consideration to putting in a chemically functioning

          9  thing that will pollute the atmosphere, not only

         10  when it is finished ten years down the road, but

         11  where do you think the dirt is going to go when they

         12  dig out 11 football fields or 11 Yankee Stadium's

         13  worth of earth and truck it away every single day in

         14  the week? That dirt is going to cause dust, dust

         15  aggravates asthma, and our hearts bleed when we talk

         16  about the children and we have a resolution here on

         17  the table, if I can find it I will read it to you,

         18  we have something here on the table asking us --

         19  here, maybe it is this one. Resolution authorizing

         20  the filing of applications for state assistance

         21  payments for park projects, historic preservation

         22  projects and recreational trails projects within the

         23  City of New York in the signing of associated state

         24  contracts under the appropriate laws of New York

         25  State. We have this as a resolution being introduced
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          2  for consideration today, and on the other hand, we

          3  are destroying a very important part, not to mention

          4  400 trees which will probably drive Henry Stern

          5  berserk, but it certainly is going to drive the

          6  entire community berserk.

          7                 As far as I am concerned, this whole

          8  episode, this whole suggestion is not worthy of

          9  serious consideration. I think it is absolutely an

         10  aberration, it is something sinful to consider and I

         11  think that the City of New York has abdicated its

         12  responsibility in overseeing its own agencies

         13  functioning and if you haven't gathered it by now, I

         14  am very much opposed to this proposal.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         16  Council Member Harrison.

         17                 Council Member Warden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Thank you very

         19  much, Mr. Public Advocate.

         20                 Let me first begin by associating

         21  myself with the remarks of my colleague Julia

         22  Harrison.

         23                 We have before us a very intricate

         24  and very technical process where many of us who may

         25  not have engineering backgrounds do not understand
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          2  the minutia of the details of this proposal.

          3                 Yes, it has been indicated that the

          4  water needs some sort of purification, some sort of

          5  filtration or some sort of processing. That is an

          6  accepted fact and that is due in large to the

          7  pollution that has been generated from the upstate

          8  region and as it comes down into the municipal

          9  reservoirs and reaches the faucet or the tap.

         10                 However, filtration is not the only

         11  process that is available for the processing of the

         12  water. I, myself, who cares very much about the

         13  water, has been in contact with a number of people

         14  from the upstate regions, the engineers, who have

         15  shared with me a process that would cost $40 million

         16  to $50 million per year to implement. If you weight

         17  this against the building of a filtration plant,

         18  which best estimate is $700 million to $800 million,

         19  which actually means a billion, you can see the

         20  financial benefit of exploring.

         21                 Now, people say, well, we have a time

         22  limit. Yes, but there is an avenue through the

         23  government, the federal government, where an

         24  extension can be requested, and that we can have

         25  further time to explore the merits of filtration
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          2  avoidance. And I would urge this Council to

          3  undertake that process.

          4                 We just can't go ahead and spend $700

          5  million for filtration. It doesn't make sense. There

          6  is no guarantee that even if we do that, that it

          7  will work. And when we measure that against some of

          8  the other needs within this City, whether it be tax

          9  reduction, whether it be health care, whether it be

         10  youth services or senior services, there is a better

         11  way that we can spend $700 to $800 million.

         12                 So, I urge my colleagues to consider

         13  this very carefully and cast a no ballot.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         15  Council Member Warden.

         16                 Would anyone seek to be recognized?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: I would like to

         18  speak again.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council

         20  Members Linares and Freed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I would like

         22  to also identify myself with the remarks of the

         23  Chair of the Land Use Committee, June Eisland, and

         24  also the remarks by the other Council members who

         25  have spoken with concern, especially Julia Harrison,
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          2  who indicated some of the concerns, in terms of the

          3  use of parkland for projects of this magnitude and

          4  with the implication, environmental implications

          5  that this project has, as well as the impact on the

          6  immediate community that surrounds this project.

          7                 I recall vividly during the time that

          8  the discussions and hearings were taken place for

          9  another gigantic plant that was constructed in the

         10  west side of Manhattan, the North River Plant. And I

         11  guess I don't have to remind those who drive up and

         12  down the Hudson Highway, that you will sort of hold

         13  your nose or stop breathing momentarily while you go

         14  up or down the highway there. But God forbid you

         15  live in the immediate vicinity of that plant, those

         16  of us who have know full well the impact on the

         17  environment, the odor, the smell that came out of

         18  that plant, and the impact that it has had over the

         19  years.

         20                 And while this is a water filtration

         21  plant, that is not a sewage treatment plant, it is

         22  still pretty much of similar magnitude and it is a

         23  filtration plant that is bound to bring a tremendous

         24  impact to that community.

         25                 So, by listening to the leadership of
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          2  that community that presented this morning to us as

          3  members of the Black and Hispanic Caucus and also

          4  visiting personally the area which is one of few

          5  parklands that we have available, I think that it

          6  would be wise for the City of New York, for us as a

          7  Council and for the state and federal government to

          8  look for ways in which a different approach could be

          9  taken to really address this issue and give some

         10  more time for science and the technology and the

         11  efforts that are now undertaken to find alternative

         12  ways of addressing this issue in order for us to

         13  have a different approach without such a high cost.

         14                 So, given that, I would urge my

         15  colleagues to vote against this particular proposal.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         17  Council Member Freed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Acting Public Advocate, Acting Chair, Pro-Tem,

         20  whatever the heck it is.

         21                 Let me just say that I was initially

         22  not going to speak on this issue, but I feel, even

         23  though it is not time to explain my vote, that two

         24  minutes wouldn't cover the issue.

         25                 I have a problem with this vote, but
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          2  what I really have a problem with is the process.

          3                 In the first place, I am not

          4  convinced that we need a filtration system, and the

          5  fact that we are looking at something that DEP

          6  Commissioner said would probably, with the cost of

          7  the bonds, run some 1.5 billion dollars in cost for

          8  this City and with the ongoing annual maintenance of

          9  at least $10 million per year, that it will have an

         10  impact on our water rates.

         11                 But even more than that, I am very

         12  concerned with the possibility that as goes the

         13  Croton System, so goes the Delaware Catskill system.

         14  And in that case we are looking at a filtration

         15  plant that will cost some $8 billion and raise water

         16  rates with at least $100 million per year in

         17  operation costs, which would raise the water rates

         18  in this City which are now fairly low to being

         19  probably higher than most cities, they would almost

         20  double over night.

         21                 But the other problem I have with

         22  this is the process by which we have come to this

         23  vote today, which in some ways is not vote at all,

         24  because no matter if we vote yes or no in this vote,

         25  we either get the filtration system with no

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            77

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  amenities or we get the filtration system with

          3  amenities, but basically no matter what we do you

          4  are damned if you don't or you are damned if you

          5  don't.

          6                 And clearly I can sympathize with a

          7  number of the unions who have spoken to me who say

          8  we desperately need those construction jobs, and I

          9  agree that we do. And I would not like to see, if we

         10  do filtration, I would not like to see it go outside

         11  the City of New York, because for one thing, at that

         12  point we will not be the masters of our own fate, in

         13  addition to losing those jobs.

         14                 So we have already seen what happens

         15  when we no longer control our fate, because if you

         16  look at what is happening with the Delaware and

         17  Catskill system and what happened in the Croton

         18  system, where upstate somehow started controlling or

         19  trying to control the areas around our watershed,

         20  that we ultimately bear the burden and will

         21  eventually, if we do the filtration systems, we will

         22  also bear the cost of it.

         23                 There is also the additional question

         24  of alienation of parkland, because how you cannot

         25  consider this alienation of parkland is beyond me,
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          2  certainly, or at least temporarily we will be -- and

          3  temporarily is like five to ten years, we will be

          4  without parkland and if it were really declared

          5  alienation of parkland, we would be getting a lot

          6  larger amenity package back from the City because we

          7  would need to get, the replacement of that parkland

          8  would be greater and the amenities would be greater.

          9                 And then there are the environmental

         10  impacts. You have to ask again, because this seems

         11  like deja vu all over again, before with some of the

         12  other problems we have had recently, with the

         13  question of why are the impacts always on the

         14  communities of color and the poorer neighborhoods?

         15  Isn't it coincidental? No, I guess it isn't.

         16                 Anyway, this is a very tough vote,

         17  because clearly if we do not put this money into the

         18  filtration system, then we can use it for

         19  desperately needed infrastructure repairs and a lot

         20  of the cities need those infrastructure repairs, and

         21  what happens if the money all goes to the filtration

         22  system?

         23                 And I should point out that whether

         24  the jobs are for filtration systems or if they are

         25  for infrastructure, at least we will keep those jobs
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          2  in the City. So, this becomes a very, very difficult

          3  vote.

          4                 But I think for me it actually comes

          5  down to the question of process, because the public

          6  was initially cut out of this process because it

          7  resulted from a consent decree that was made by a

          8  previous administration, and by doing that, some of

          9  the public process, including some of the public

         10  hearings that the state would have been required to

         11  hold were never held.

         12                 And not only that, but since the

         13  current administration came in some five years, they

         14  have done nothing upstate to really look at

         15  filtration avoidance.

         16                 I also do not buy the position that

         17  somehow we are wedded to this court decision and we

         18  will have to start paying, that we will have to

         19  start paying on this if we do not meet this

         20  deadline.

         21                 In the past we have paid in $6

         22  million, and $5 million of that $6 million went to

         23  obtain upstate land in the sensitive watershed

         24  areas, and essentially what the federal government

         25  made us do was what we should have been doing in the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            80

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  first place, which is to get control over a lot of

          3  the sensitive areas in the watershed.

          4                 So, having looked at this, I am not

          5  even going to go into the question of how it was

          6  that the same company was not only involved in doing

          7  some of the testing, was involved in building the

          8  gatehouse, which by the way ran $50 million over

          9  budget and several years longer than it should have,

         10  and why are they the same group that will be chosen

         11  to do the filtration plant?

         12                 There are a lot of things in this

         13  process which I have a problem with and which is

         14  what I just started saying in the first place. So,

         15  while this is a tough boat, in some ways voting

         16  against this is almost symbolic, because as I said,

         17  we are going to get it one way or another. I feel

         18  that all things considered, and because I have been

         19  such a vocal opponent of this from the beginning,

         20  especially because of the environmental impacts,

         21  that I will have to urge my colleagues also to vote

         22  no on this.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Does

         25  any other member of the Council care to speak on
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          2  this issue?

          3                 Council Member Eisland, do you want

          4  to be recognized again?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Let me just

          6  comment on a few of the comments that were made

          7  here.

          8                 My colleague Mike Abel, who I spent a

          9  lot of time with and educated himself on this issue,

         10  did say and indicate that the courts have decided

         11  and that we don't have a choice.

         12                 First of all, the City took a buy in

         13  1991. They didn't even ask for more time, as other

         14  cities did.

         15                 Secondly, another major city, Boston,

         16  has been able to get an extended time period, even

         17  though their situation was somewhat different from

         18  ours, they didn't give up. And the idea is that this

         19  Administration does not have to give up either.

         20                 The fact is that the City Council, to

         21  turn this down, would not in fact be attached to the

         22  consent decree that the Administration has signed.

         23  There is a force of law called force majure

         24  (phonetic) that says that we are different from the

         25  Administration. We are not in fact signers of that
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          2  consent decree. So, it is really up in the air and

          3  it is anybody's guess as to whether we would be

          4  fined at all, fined a small amount, have sufficient

          5  period of time perhaps to make our case, to point

          6  out that there is other work going on by DEP, to

          7  point out in the last two years in fact our water

          8  quality from the Croton system has actually

          9  improved, not gotten worse by improved. So, perhaps

         10  the situation could be presented in such a way to

         11  the courts that the facts are different today than

         12  they were the last time we were turned down.

         13                 So, I just want members to understand

         14  that we are not necessarily tied into the consent

         15  decree, that we did not participate in, that we did

         16  not sign and that we did not negotiate, and I think

         17  that is an important point to consider, and once

         18  again, I urge a no vote.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member McCaffrey.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Yes, sir,

         22  Acting Public Advocate.

         23                 Let me just indicate to you that much

         24  of what we hear today is really a very difficult set

         25  of options and I don't think any of us feel
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          2  comfortable of sort of having this proverbial gun to

          3  our heads but we have done this in the past. We had

          4  to do it on Hudson River Park last year. We had to

          5  swallow, we had to say there are decisions already

          6  made. And in many ways that is the case here.

          7                 Now, there are two things that I want

          8  to comment first of all. I have heard the allegation

          9  made that Westchester in essence would be a ready

         10  and acceptable alternative location for this, and

         11  the fact of the matter is that that is not the case.

         12  The County Executive of Westchester, Andy Spano, has

         13  said over his dead body, and any of us who know Andy

         14  Spano know that the folks in Westchester, even

         15  though one or two individuals may have not said

         16  absolutely not, very, very clear in terms of the

         17  rest of the body of the politic in opposing this.

         18                 So, it is very difficult for us to

         19  say, yes, let us now go up there. That might be an

         20  option, it might not be an option. It is not one

         21  that you have before us.

         22                 Secondly, one of the items that I

         23  think is important for us to consider, is that we do

         24  not know what the federal judge would end up saying.

         25  Yes, a federal judge has vast powers, and we have
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          2  seen federal judges over the years say many things.

          3  Some of us are even astounded by sometimes some

          4  common sense being used, but other times the federal

          5  judges are very adamant and seen to it that a

          6  consistent policy is maintained that they have

          7  articulated.

          8                 And, yes, there have been past

          9  mistakes and Council Member Eisland has been very,

         10  very clear on targeting that and that the City of

         11  New York in 1991 made a mistake in not taking

         12  certain actions, but the fact of the matter is we

         13  are now left with these options here.

         14                 Now, the ultimate faith here is in

         15  terms of the quality of the water for those

         16  individuals who drink. And that is what obviously we

         17  have to air on in this side, if indeed we are to air

         18  at all.

         19                 I have to say, having been in this

         20  position, that I have great sympathy for Council

         21  Member Eisland, she has worked tenaciously on behalf

         22  of her community. We have seen her time and time

         23  again go far, far beyond what is the obligation of a

         24  legislator on behalf of a community, and she should

         25  not be in any way held by her community as not
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          2  having done everything plus, because she did a

          3  terrific job in that regard.

          4                 I have been there, I saw it on

          5  Hunters Point, I saw it on Maspeth, I understand the

          6  difficulty when unfortunately the broader picture

          7  ends up winning out.

          8                 I have to compliment Council Member

          9  Sabini who, through this process, as he has on

         10  several other items maintained a very, very balanced

         11  perspective, listening to those pros and cons on

         12  this, and the manner in which he conducted his

         13  hearing. I think at the end of the day, however, we

         14  are forced into a position of voting aye.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Council Member Sabini, whose Subcommittee this bill

         17  was handled in, will sum up in support of the bill.

         18                 Council Member Sabini.

         19                 He is the last speaker on this bill.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Sorry for the

         21  delay, but we have a mic problem at my desk.

         22                 Thank you, Mr. Acting Presiding

         23  Officer.

         24                 Let me say that I come to this issue

         25  with an unusual background, not only is there a
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          2  siting question here which the Subcommittee often

          3  has to grapple with in terms of Land Use, but I am

          4  also on the Environmental Protection Committee and

          5  have sat through countless hearings on water quality

          6  issues involving the watershed, issues involving

          7  filtration under the leadership of Chairman Michels,

          8  and I know what a tortuous ordeal the City has gone

          9  through with its upstate neighbors, and only

         10  recently have we found any common ground to stand on

         11  whatsoever, to ensure that our water quality is

         12  protected and at the same time that the interest of

         13  those living in the watershed on either side of the

         14  Hudson, that their ownership rights are protected as

         15  well.

         16                 So, I am aware of the issues

         17  involving filtration and what that means, and how it

         18  may not be the best thing for our water now, how the

         19  federal government is compelling us to do this, how

         20  indeed that good intention of compelling us to do it

         21  was maybe protecting us 20, 30 years down the line,

         22  protecting our water quality.

         23                 But the issue before us today is not

         24  whether the water should be filtered. EPA has

         25  mandated us to do this.
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          2                 Now, I have heard debate today saying

          3  that we really don't have to, we can buy some more

          4  time, we can face this way and face that way and

          5  maybe, just maybe by wishing and hoping we will get

          6  more time.

          7                 Well, EPA has said as recently as

          8  last month, filtration avoidance is no longer an

          9  option. Filtration for the Croton system is the only

         10  option they are offering us. And whether or not

         11  previous administrations or this administration has

         12  made valid and defensible decisions regarding

         13  filtration and the consent decree, we are not in the

         14  position to offer those decisions. They are there

         15  and we have to live with them.

         16                 So, the question right now is what is

         17  the best site for this plan. Now there was a site

         18  that was being considered at the Jerome Park

         19  Reservoir, and we heard countless arguments against

         20  that site, that there were tens of thousands of

         21  people living adjacent to the reservoir, that there

         22  was a discreet educational park next to it,

         23  including high schools and Lehman College, and we

         24  heard, and the administration and frankly the

         25  Council discretely listened and said that site was
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          2  no good, let's come up with another one.

          3                 We have heard about Westchester, and

          4  as Council Member McCaffrey pointed out, Westchester

          5  is no done deal. There is one supervisor in

          6  Westchester who wants this plant in his township.

          7  Why? So he can tax us, in perpetuity, forever and

          8  ever. He can tax that filtration plant at whatever

          9  rate that town board sets, and hold our water in

         10  effect hostage to what is in effect a modern day

         11  bridge troll. And, as Council Member McCaffrey

         12  cited, the Westchester County Executive has said

         13  repeatedly that he doesn't want New York City's

         14  filtration plant on his land.

         15                 The site that was selected at Mosholu

         16  is, I believe, the one that has the least impact on

         17  the fewest amount of people. The traffic that will

         18  be used to construct this site will be coming off

         19  the Major Deegan, and will have little impact on

         20  local streets.

         21                 The park will be restored, and in

         22  fact on your desks is the Land Use Committee

         23  modifications that were negotiated by the Land Use

         24  staff and myself that will make Van Courtlandt Park

         25  better than ever, by expending over $20 million to
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          2  improve that park as a result of the siting of this

          3  plant.

          4                 We have heard about this force

          5  majure. Well, I will tell you, that doesn't mean, as

          6  Council Member McCaffrey pointed out, that the

          7  federal government or a federal judge is going to

          8  buy into that argument. We can make that argument,

          9  it doesn't mean it is going to happen.

         10                 Now, I sympathize with Council Member

         11  Eisland and as Chair of the Land Use Committee she

         12  has given me great guidance and great leadership,

         13  and I have heard the argument of why are we putting

         14  this in the Bronx, why don't we put it somewhere

         15  else? Well, that is where our water aqueducts are.

         16  We didn't do that, people generations before us did

         17  that. That is where the water comes from upstate. We

         18  don't have much of a choice but to put it in the

         19  Northwest Bronx somewhere. And by that limitation,

         20  that geographical limitation, has brought us to the

         21  Mosholu site.

         22                 Now, we have debated and talked in

         23  the Environmental Protection Committee at great

         24  lengths about whether or not filtration is a good

         25  thing, and there are arguments on both sides, and,
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          2  frankly, there are merits on both sides to that

          3  argument. I am not sure filtration is the best

          4  alternative either. But, you know, there is history

          5  to this too. And even if we approved this today and

          6  give DEP the go ahead to site this plan, the actual

          7  shovel in the ground is years away.

          8                 Now, in 1911 the City of New York

          9  proposed a similar filtration plant and cited it and

         10  it was never built. In the 1980s, we started a

         11  prototype filtration plant in Jerome Park, and the

         12  larger plant was never built because conditions

         13  changed.

         14                 Now, by the same argument that the

         15  federal government may buy into if we stop, the

         16  federal government or DEP or the state of New York

         17  may negotiate a new argument that will render this

         18  plant not necessary, and DEP will not build the

         19  plant because they don't want to spend the

         20  ratepayers' money to build it. But we don't have

         21  those conditions today. Let's hope we do, but we

         22  don't have them today.

         23                 At the turn of the last century, the

         24  people that built our water system created one of

         25  the wonders of the world. We get water from hundreds

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            91

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  of miles away, through discrete aqueducts that run

          3  thousands of feet at some point under our City

          4  streets. We are building a third water tunnel that

          5  has taken about 30 years to build and will not be

          6  complete until most of us are out of office. And

          7  that third water tunnel will be one of the wonders

          8  of the world. Why? Because people had foresight.

          9  People understood planning, and people understood

         10  you cannot stop the water supply of the City of New

         11  York and continue to have a City of New York.

         12                 I wish this plant weren't necessary.

         13  I wish we weren't compelled to build this plant, but

         14  we are.

         15                 Let me also point out that under

         16  section 197-(d) of the City Charter, if there aren't

         17  26 votes on either side of this argument, the plant

         18  goes forward, as Council Member Freed pointed out,

         19  without the mitigation package. Without the $20

         20  million in improvements to Van Courtlandt Park.

         21                 Our Subcommittee had nine hours of

         22  hearings, we went on two tours, one in the Bronx and

         23  on in Westchester. I compliment Council Member Abel

         24  who went on those tours and Council Member Eisland

         25  and my other Subcommittee members, Council Member
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          2  Carrion who went to the Bronx with us, Council

          3  Member Wooten, who worked very hard on this because

          4  these are never easy decisions. But on balance, we

          5  felt that this was the right decision, under the

          6  conditions that we are operating under today in

          7  1999. And the conditions we are operating under

          8  today may result in better water ten years from now,

          9  20 years from now, under the contingency that we

         10  don't know what is going to be built in the Croton

         11  system, we don't know what develop is going to go up

         12  there in the parts of the watershed that are near

         13  the reservoir system, but not currently under City

         14  control or restrictions. We need this plant,

         15  regrettably we need this plant, but we need to do

         16  the responsible and right thing today to protect the

         17  interest of New Yorkers generations from today, and

         18  I reserve my remaining time in case there are any

         19  questions.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: There

         22  being no further speakers, now we will have a roll

         23  call.

         24                 Mr. Clerk, roll call, please.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Abel.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Pass.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Presiding

         13  Speaker Pro-Tem, I just make a comment on a related

         14  -- I vote yes on this, and I just want to make a

         15  comment on Resolution 904, since I failed to do that

         16  before, regarding an immediate consideration before

         17  the Council on support of a couple who moved into a

         18  neighborhood, and I am joined by Council Member

         19  Nelson on this, they thought they were living in a

         20  neighborhood that they lived free of any hate or any

         21  type of acts of hatred towards religious and ethnic

         22  people, and they were found --

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Council Member, this is not on this agenda.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: It is.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: It is

          3  on for immediate consideration.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Right, so that

          5  is on the agenda today.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: This

          7  is not relevant on roll call --

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: All right, I

          9  think it is relevant.

         10                 I vote yes on the other matter. Thank

         11  you.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Thank

         13  you.

         14                 Continue the roll call, please.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: No.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Pass.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: No.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Pass.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Pass.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: No.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: No.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: May I please

         16  be temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Certainly, Council Member Leffler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: I followed

         20  this issue since I chaired the Environmental

         21  Protection Committee in the late eighties, and the

         22  way I see it, it comes down to this:

         23                 I am not an expert, and I don't think

         24  there are very many experts in this Chamber, at

         25  least amongst the members of the Council, in just
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          2  whether or not the Croton Watershed should be

          3  filtered. But the Environmental Protection Agency of

          4  the United States government is set up to have

          5  expertise in this area.

          6                 Through one administration after

          7  another, Republican and Democrat, they have made a

          8  determination that filtration is necessary for water

          9  in the Croton Watershed area to protect the health

         10  of the people in New York City who drink that water.

         11                 Now, my own sense is that EPA in one

         12  administration after another, has enough credibility

         13  with me, what they have said has to be done, what

         14  they have said is protective, seems to me, a

         15  non-expert in this area, to be right.

         16                 I have more confidence in their

         17  judgment than in the comments of others. I respect

         18  the people who came to see me, I think they can make

         19  valid points. If one were writing a doctoral paper

         20  or a law school paper, these are worthwhile caveats,

         21  my ultimate judgment is that the EPA is the body

         22  whose decision on filtration is probably right. And

         23  as for the specific site, this has been kicked

         24  around for year after year, it has been found that

         25  this is a more suitable site, a less invasive site,
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          2  a less disturbing site than others that were

          3  possible.

          4                 If we keep on doing this forever,

          5  eventually the reason the EPA says we have to filter

          6  the water will come home to roost. I think we should

          7  basically -- we don't have really much choice here

          8  and for the reasons stated, I vote aye. I think this

          9  is necessary.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: No.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         16  Council Member Marshall.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: This is

         18  again one of those extremely difficult votes to

         19  take. I have listened to the advocates, I have spent

         20  three sessions all together with them, and I have

         21  tried to weigh. And of course June Eisland has

         22  really been chipping away at this for a long time, I

         23  recall her coming to our environmental committee as

         24  many as two years ago battling this filtration

         25  plant.
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          2                 I understand the concerns of the

          3  people in the Bronx in putting this in their park,

          4  and it is difficult making a right decision. To move

          5  it to Westchester County is difficult both

          6  financially and engineering-wise. We have a need and

          7  an obligation to protect the water supply for our

          8  present and all future generations.

          9                 All of the amenities that the Council

         10  has put into this bill will be banished without a

         11  yes vote. It is difficult but I feel again, like

         12  some of my other colleagues have expressed, we

         13  really have no alternative but to move on with

         14  this.  And of course, my real concern is the whole

         15  watershed area, and I hope that nothing will slow

         16  that up or stop that and that this measure will only

         17  be one that will help to move that along.

         18                 I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Pass.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

          6  excused to explain my vote?

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          8  Council Member Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Quickly, I

         10  just want to say with all due respect to my

         11  colleague from the Bronx and the Chair of the Land

         12  Use Committee, that I joined my colleagues in the

         13  Committee in terms of supporting their position

         14  because I believed it was the right thing. However,

         15  as has been expressed, we are in a situation in

         16  which it appears as if a no vote basically would

         17  result in what we tried to stop before, and so I am

         18  going to vote aye because I don't see any

         19  alternative at this time.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Continue the roll call.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: No.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: May I be excused

          4  to explain my vote?

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Certainly, Council Member Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I certainly

          8  would echo what my colleague, Mr. Perkins, has said.

          9  I think that the Bronx, part of my district is at

         10  least as important as the rest of my district, so I

         11  am not dismissed of my obligations to that

         12  community. But I do feel that we are stuck between a

         13  rock and a hard place here and I am sort of I guess

         14  amused on some levels that I read in the paper that

         15  the Council doesn't do anything, but the last three

         16  months we have been grappling with a lot of tough

         17  issues, and then we have to talk about paying

         18  ourselves a decent salary so we can think about

         19  this, and all of us have spent hours reading these

         20  reports and trying to document this, so I think once

         21  again we are stuck with having to provide some

         22  leadership on a very tough issue.

         23                 I vote aye on this issue.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: May I please
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          2  be allowed to explain my vote very quickly?

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          4  Council Member Linares.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Very quickly,

          6  I would like to say the following regarding this

          7  issue of filtration plant.

          8                 I want to let all of you know, my

          9  colleagues, that I understand the necessity for this

         10  project. I understand that the City needs to ensure

         11  a clean water supply. I understand that the City

         12  must comply with the EPA standards of facing heavy

         13  fines. I understand that this is a project that must

         14  be built for the good of the City, Manhattan, Staten

         15  Island, Brooklyn, and Queens.

         16                 I want to remind all of you of

         17  something that a great legislator once said, and

         18  that is that politics are local. It will not be that

         19  a Council Member from Manhattan that is going to get

         20  a call from a constituent complaining that his

         21  property has been devalued or damaged. It will not

         22  be a Council Member from Queens that is going to get

         23  a call complaining about noise from the construction

         24  of this massive project. It is not going to be a

         25  Council Member from Brooklyn who is going to have to
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          2  deal with the possibility of death or injury as a

          3  result of this construction. It is not going to be a

          4  Council member from Staten Island that is going to

          5  have to take calls complaining of the destruction of

          6  homes and the displacement of people.

          7                 It is going to be the people of the

          8  Bronx that are going to have to deal with these

          9  problems, and it is going to be the legislators,

         10  those of us who represent the Borough of the Bronx,

         11  that are going to have to face our constituents at

         12  the end of the day. The politics are local.

         13                 I must represent the voices of my

         14  people. I must vote against this project for the

         15  sake of my constituents.

         16                 I want every one of you to realize

         17  that the inconvenience that we are going through for

         18  this minor construction that is taking place right

         19  outside City Hall park is and will be nothing

         20  compared to what we are about to put the people of

         21  the Bronx through, with this multi-million

         22  construction project for ten years.

         23                 I am voting no because I understand

         24  what this is going to do to our people in the Bronx.

         25                 All we want as Council members is a
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          2  nice parking lot right outside when this is

          3  finished.

          4                 All that we want in the Borough of

          5  the Bronx is for our park to be left alone.

          6                 Thank you, I vote no.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          8  Continue the roll call.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Pass.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Pass.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: No.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: No.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          9  Council Member Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Early in my

         11  tenure in the City Council, a very important vote

         12  came up that affected the Borough of Brooklyn, and

         13  it had to do with an incinerator, and I had to weigh

         14  whether everything was recyclable or whether some

         15  things had to be burnt in order to make that vote as

         16  a good judgment on my own. There have been many

         17  issues that affected my district which is a local

         18  district, and that was the issue of the van.

         19                 When my colleagues felt that the

         20  public good in their mind had to override that which

         21  I thought was important to my community, I had to

         22  let go.

         23                 In this debate today, I have listened

         24  attentively to both sides, and my vote is going to

         25  be a vote of conscience, based on the facts
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          2  presented here today. I listened to the Chair of the

          3  Subcommittee explain all of what happened. I have

          4  read about the amenities that will come to the park,

          5  and I recognize that there is nothing more important

          6  to the people of the City of New York than water,

          7  and because it is important that we meet our

          8  mandates of government, my vote is yes on this one

          9  because I think the public good and the people of

         10  the City of New York.

         11                 Finally, I heard the speech made by

         12  my colleague, Council Member Rivera, and all of

         13  which was good that in the bottom line all politics

         14  become local, and the Bronx will have to answer to

         15  their constituents, the rest of us must respond to

         16  all of the people of the City of New York,

         17  therefore, my vote is yes.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Continue the roll call.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: May I be

         22  excused to explain my vote?

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Thank you.

         25  The Croton Water System currently meets quality
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          2  standards, options do exist, I believe to avoid

          3  filtration if the City acts properly and works to

          4  protect the watershed.

          5                 Residents are better off with the

          6  water that is protected at its source, for

          7  filtration cannot always remove all potential

          8  dangers from drinking water, there have been some

          9  cases recently about that.

         10                 Filtration avoidance not only

         11  protects water quality but also protects consumers.

         12  You know, ultimately we pay these bills throughout

         13  this City and between 20 million and 200 million, a

         14  lot easier to spread than some number over 700

         15  million.

         16                 Finally, there are two points I think

         17  are important. City residents throughout our five

         18  boroughs are in need of additional open space and

         19  parkland, I cannot support the alienation of this

         20  site in Van Courtlandt Park. It will have a negative

         21  effect on the surrounding community which has

         22  struggled to stabilize itself in recent years.

         23                 And finally, jobs. There is a lot of

         24  talk about jobs. I asked the Commissioner this

         25  question. I want to put all of these folks to work,
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          2  I want to put them to work on block after block,

          3  neighborhood after neighborhood, rebuilding our

          4  sewers and infrastructures throughout this City, and

          5  could he spend the same, you know, hundreds of

          6  millions of dollars on water main replacements to

          7  avoid all of the catastrophes we all read about and

          8  sometimes walk or swim through, and his answer of

          9  course was yes, he could, but, you know, there are

         10  priorities. I think this, however, in terms of city

         11  residents, in terms of spending priorities, it would

         12  be better to spend the money throughout the system.

         13                 So, for all of those reasons, I vote

         14  no.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Continue the roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Thank you.

         19                 As everybody has said, this has been

         20  a difficult vote. Ten years ago I think the City

         21  should have taken measures to develop its

         22  alternative measures that would have prevented us

         23  being faced with this dilemma of building a

         24  filtration plant and we didn't and I think we have

         25  to realize the consequences in that we are now faced
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          2  with this legislation, or this approval.

          3                 I am bothered because I agree that

          4  filtration is not an absolute guarantee of pure

          5  water and I don't want it to be interpreted that it

          6  is, when the plant is built.

          7                 I am also concerned that it shouldn't

          8  be interpreted that it is a go ahead for unplanned

          9  overdevelopment around our watershed, because it

         10  shouldn't be.

         11                 On the other hand, the fact is that

         12  the federal government is watching us and we are

         13  under a timeclock and I believe that the measure

         14  before us is about constructing a site. It is not

         15  about whether we should filter or not filter and the

         16  different methods.

         17                 I don't favor an alternative site

         18  outside of New York City, I think city dollars

         19  should be spent in the City, and I therefore feel,

         20  since we have added several measures in an effort to

         21  help the community that it is best that we vote on

         22  this amended version and send it back to the

         23  Planning Commission and have it adopted as an

         24  unamended version.

         25                 I would like to thank the different
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          2  advocates, actually on both sides. But my friends

          3  from the Sierra Club who have visited us and talked

          4  to us and who passionately believe in the measures

          5  that they have told us of how we could make the

          6  water purer without building a plant, it is that

          7  kind of passion and energy that really does help the

          8  world, even though they don't win all the time, and

          9  I commend them for their effort, but I vote yes.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Pass.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I pass.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Pass.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: If I can be

         19  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: My

         22  understanding is that a yes vote approves the

         23  application as modified and if there are sufficient

         24  no votes, so that there were not 26 affirmative

         25  votes, that the application would be approved
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          2  without modifications, and therefore I vote aye.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Continue the roll call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Wayne Dresfu

          7  (phonetic) would be proud. I pass.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Councilman Stabile, your name has been called, how

         13  do you vote?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Yes. I am

         15  sitting here thinking and thinking and I have to be

         16  honest, I think it was good for the whole City.

         17  Several weeks ago we sat here and we discussed the

         18  lead paint discussion, at long length, and I think

         19  we are forgetting about something, the quality of

         20  the water we have in the City is very important for

         21  the livelihood of our children and our elderly and

         22  our every day citizens. I would have to vote yes on

         23  this.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

          4  excused to explain my vote?

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          6  Council Member Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I have read a

          8  great deal on this subject and I have   heard a

          9  great deal on this subject, but I want to go along

         10  with my colleagues in the Bronx.

         11                 I realize one thing, that when the

         12  construction is begun no one looking like me will be

         13  employed because that is the agenda of the City. The

         14  people of color don't get construction jobs, just

         15  look around outside here and see who is working.

         16                 I am torn between voting for it and

         17  against it. I hear the argument on both sides, and

         18  because I still have a conflict within of whether to

         19  vote yes or no, I simply abstain.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Continue the roll call.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr. Acting

         24  Public Advocate, may I be excused to make some

         25  remarks?
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Certainly.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I have been

          5  very quiet on this issue because it wasn't in my

          6  committee. But I have listened to all of the

          7  advocates on both sides, and they both have good

          8  cases to make. I have conducted hearings, as Council

          9  Member Sabini has said, on this issue. I have heard

         10  various positions from we don't need the water at

         11  all from Croton, which was the original position

         12  Commissioner Miele said, and then we did some

         13  testing at one time and the water was not potable,

         14  or barely potable.

         15                 So, there really is much to be said

         16  in all directions here. But this construction is not

         17  going to start for a couple of years, and I really

         18  believe in what they call the "two track approach",

         19  and that is, we should be doing every possible to

         20  avoid filtration, to do everything that has to be

         21  done in order to make sure that the watershed is in

         22  good shape, that overdevelopment is not done, that

         23  we restrict run-off waters, we do all of those

         24  things, and many things, a myriad of things we can

         25  do, purchase property, spending $18 million to
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          2  purchase the property, and at the same time hope

          3  that perhaps another system, a cheaper system, one

          4  that doesn't require as much work becomes, there is

          5  some talk of use of membranes, so we do

          6  microfiltration as well as macrofiltration.

          7                 But I think if they don't work, these

          8  things don't work, then we are going to be in a lot

          9  of trouble. And I   hope they do work, there are

         10  many reasons to believe that some of them may. But

         11  if they do work, then we have expended some time and

         12  effort and perhaps some money so that we won't have

         13  to continue to build a plant, just plan for it.

         14                 And also we are under the federal

         15  gun, there is no question about that, I have heard

         16  those arguments.

         17                 So, I think the best of both worlds

         18  that we want at this particular time, and we should

         19  revisit the issue and I will revisit the issue in

         20  the Committee, would be to vote in the affirmative.

         21  Therefore, I vote in the affirmative. I vote yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

          3  Vallone.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: LU

          6  471, Resolution 933 is adopted by 32 affirmative

          7  votes, ten negatives.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: And one

          9  abstention.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And one abstention.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: And

         12  one abstention.

         13                 We will continue the calendar with

         14  introductions --

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: At this time I would

         16  ask that the matters on the agenda be referred to

         17  the committees as indicated, with the exception of

         18  those on for immediate consideration, starting off

         19  with Resolution 904.

         20                 By Council Members Dear and Nelson.

         21  Calling upon the Council of the City of New York to

         22  support Vincent and Letizia Coppola, and others

         23  victimized by bigotry and hatred, and to denounce

         24  all forms of bigotry and hatred, ethnic and racial

         25  intolerance.
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          2                 Council Member Dear.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: I rise to

          4  request to waive the reading and immediate

          5  consideration, understanding that we always stand on

          6  issues of intolerance, we stand up here and we speak

          7  out when there is intolerance, racial intolerance

          8  and hatred and bigotry, and no other than this type

          9  of religious intolerance should never stand for and

         10  we should speak out on it and I am proud to do that

         11  and hope that we all rally around that and support

         12  this resolution.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: The

         14  Resolution number 904 --

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: He waives the

         16  reading of Resolution 904.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: By

         18  the prime sponsor, Council Member Dear waives its

         19  reading and requests immediate consideration.

         20                 Are there any objections?

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: All

         23  in favor?

         24                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Opposed?

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Resolution adopted.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 913, by

          7  Council Member Robles. Congratulating and welcoming

          8  Dr. Antonia C. Novello as New York State Health

          9  Commissioner.

         10                 Council Member Robles.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: I waive the

         12  reading and ask for immediate consideration.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Council Member Robles, the sponsor of Resolution

         15  Number 913, waives its reading and requests

         16  immediate consideration.

         17                 Are there any objections?

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: All

         20  in favor?

         21                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Opposed?

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: The
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          2  resolution is adopted.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 915. By

          4  Council Member Wooten. Commending the owners and

          5  operators of McDonald's for their "Arching into

          6  Education" scholarship program.

          7                 Council Member Wooten.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I waive the

          9  reading and ask for immediate consideration.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         11  Council Member Wooten waives the reading of the

         12  resolution and requests immediate consideration of

         13  Resolution 915.

         14                 Are there any objections?

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: All

         17  in favor?

         18                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Any

         20  opposed?

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: The

         23  resolution is adopted.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That concludes the

         25  immediate considerations, and at this time Council
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          2  Members can discuss anything they wish.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Council Member Eldridge, followed by Council Member

          5  Linares.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Last week I

          7  had the opportunity to attend a meeting in the

          8  federal building. In the federal building, a

          9  building that is right near us, of all of the local

         10  regional offices of the federal building. You walked

         11  into that building, you went through a metal

         12  detector, you didn't have to say where you were

         13  going, you didn't have to say who you were going to

         14  talk to, they didn't stop anybody, they didn't limit

         15  any numbers, and it came as a shock to me, we are

         16  still here in this City Hall having people

         17  restricted to entrance.

         18                 And then when we called the General

         19  Services, the Citywide Administration Services

         20  Agency, we were told that they officially amended,

         21  there was an official amendment of a compilation of

         22  rules by adding Chapter 9 in relation to press

         23  conferences, demonstrations and similar activities

         24  just last week. So, it is now part of the official

         25  rules of this City that a press conference cannot be
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          2  held on the steps of City Hall with more than 50

          3  people. If there are more than 50 people that has to

          4  be held in the park across the way. You have to

          5  register or request the press conference ten days

          6  ahead of time and that we have now vested in the

          7  Police Department I think an exceptional amount of

          8  power over our own activities and the access to City

          9  Hall.

         10                 I wonder where is the legislation

         11  that was introduced into this Council on this

         12  discussion? Where has the debate been? We have been

         13  so worn down with the construction, we aren't paying

         14  attention.

         15                 But I think it is time this body pays

         16  attention to it, and that the public is allowed back

         17  in City Hall.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 I just wanted to bring attention to

         24  Intro. 610, a local law that is intended to support

         25  the existence of Eugene McCabe Way through street
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          2  signs on Madison Avenue, between 118th Street and

          3  East 124th Street, New York, New York.

          4                 The purpose of this local law is to

          5  honor the life, work and memory of the late Eugene

          6  McCabe, by making an addition of street signs on

          7  Madison Avenue, between East 118th Street and East

          8  124th Street, New York, New York.

          9                 Eugene McCabe was president and

         10  founder of North General Hospital. The Hospital is

         11  located at 1879 Madison Avenue and is the only

         12  African-American operated voluntary, community

         13  teaching hospital in New York State.

         14                 At a time when City hospitals were

         15  being closed down, Eugene fought to build North

         16  General Hospital. He felt that putting together a

         17  quality health care system in the Harlem Community

         18  was essential. Not only did Eugene McCabe build

         19  North General, but under his leadership the hospital

         20  sponsored to construction of affordable co-ops for

         21  working people in the neighborhood through its role

         22  as a non-profit sponsor.

         23                 The hospital sees itself as a

         24  catalyst for rebuilding the neighborhood he said,

         25  before he died in an interview.
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          2                 Eugene McCabe died September 30th,

          3  1998, at the age of 61. But his work and legacy live

          4  on. Today North General Hospital stands as a

          5  testament to his and the community's tireless and

          6  unselfish efforts, and as the vision of a community

          7  and a man who cared and was committed to making

          8  quality health care accessible in the Harlem

          9  community.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Linares.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Mr. Presiding

         14  Officer and Speaker Peter Vallone and colleagues, at

         15  this point I would like to take the opportunity to

         16  introduce someone that is visiting us as a City and

         17  that is Father O'Scarpenia (phonetic) who is sitting

         18  to my left here. I want to welcome him. He is the

         19  Father from my home town who is visiting New York

         20  City for the first time, and I took the liberty to

         21  invite him to see this meeting, and to see the

         22  dynamic of our work, and I want to welcome him on

         23  behalf of all New Yorkers.

         24                 I was fortunate to hear the mass that

         25  he conducted last Sunday in my parish in Carnation
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          2  Church in Washington Heights, and he is used to a

          3  lot of blackouts in the Dominican Republic so little

          4  did he know that he would come to experience one

          5  here.

          6                 At any rate, you never know what you

          7  may bump into when you come to our City.

          8                 I want to welcome you and wish you

          9  the best of stay here in our wonderful City, and we

         10  look forward to seeing you in the Dominican

         11  Republic.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Council Member Fiala.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Thank you.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Followed by Council Members Boyland and Marshall.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Acting President.

         19                 Let me say that I am going to speak

         20  today about Intro. 443 which was a bill that I

         21  introduced a year ago, which would do something that

         22  New York State has neglected to do all these years,

         23  and that is to implement the most basic of safety

         24  practices for children riding school buses. To

         25  outlaw standing, which the federal government and 40
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          2  other states suggest is the basic minimum standard

          3  for doing something like this. And New York State

          4  has consistently failed, both parties over the

          5  years.

          6                 Now, my hero, Abraham Lincoln, said

          7  that the legitimate object of government is to do

          8  good for the people. Bob Woodward said in his book

          9  that politics was about contested ground, and it is.

         10  The Speaker of this City Council gave me a little

         11  plaque last year, which is one of the only things

         12  that sits on my desk, and it says, "do the right

         13  thing". I came here to do the right thing, and I am

         14  happy to say that nearly 30 of my colleagues signed

         15  on to that bill. Politics is about contested ground,

         16  personalities have their place in politics, but good

         17  policy should always come before personalities.

         18                 My ultimate goal has always been to

         19  pass a bill where the State has failed. I note that

         20  Chairman Dear has a bill introduced today, Intro.

         21  585, same title as my own, I think it probably has

         22  some of the changes that we talked about doing to my

         23  bill.

         24                 I am going to urge all of my

         25  colleagues to sign on to that bill because it is a
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          2  good bill. It does the right thing. And after all, I

          3  have always said, the end is not negotiable, the

          4  means of getting there are always negotiable. So, I

          5  look forward to supporting Intro. 585 and I hope,

          6  Mr. Speaker, that we will pass this and do what the

          7  state has failed to do all of these years.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Council Member Boyland, followed by Council Member

         10  Marshall, the last speakers.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

         12                 As I sit here today with Councilman

         13  Linares, in light of what is happening in Washington

         14  Heights, in light of the heatwave of the last two

         15  weeks, I would like to inform you of some of my work

         16  in regards to dealing with Con Edison.

         17                 I know we have been dealing very

         18  closely with Con Edison in this past summer.

         19                 There have been power failures two

         20  times in the last two weeks, each time residents of

         21  our City have been left to fend for themselves

         22  causing millions of dollars of damages to businesses

         23  and individuals.

         24                 Lately my research has discovered

         25  that over 1,100 street lights, including 300 in the
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          2  Brooklyn area and 300 in the Manhattan area have not

          3  been provided with service or power.

          4                 Many of these street lights have the

          5  receiving power, have not been receiving power for

          6  the last six months or longer.

          7                 Dark streets create dangers in our

          8  community, as we have seen in the Washington Heights

          9  area.

         10                 Failure to provide power also appears

         11  to be a re-occurring problem with Con Edison.

         12                 As such, I am very concerned that our

         13  communities receive the service that they deserve.

         14                 I am also working to introduce

         15  legislation at our next stated meeting to deal with

         16  this issue, and I look for the support of my

         17  colleagues in government to support me.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member Marshall.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes, this

         22  morning I held a press conference on the steps

         23  downstairs in the Rotunda, joined by -- on behalf of

         24  the Black and Latino Caucus, and also involving the

         25  Women's Committee chaired by Ronnie Eldridge.
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          2                 The subject of our press conference

          3  this morning was Adale Abanqua (phonetic), a

          4  29-year-old woman from Guyana who fled her country

          5  for fear of female genital mutilation.

          6                 When she got to America she did not

          7  have the proper documents and she has been in

          8  detention now at Wachenhut Detention Center in

          9  Queens for two and a half years, which is really

         10  longer than anyone else than they have retained in

         11  that center.

         12                 She stayed there and her case has

         13  been fought by people like Carolyn Maloney, a

         14  Congresswoman, a former colleague of ours, and also

         15  our United States Senator, Chuck Schumer and others.

         16                 Luckily, her case has been tried and

         17  luckily the federal, U.S. Court of Appeals, 2d

         18  Circuit in Manhattan, did free her and did say that

         19  her argument was credible.

         20                 She still faces another hurdle, she

         21  has to go before the Board of Immigration Appeals

         22  for a final decision, and now that could take

         23  another three or four weeks, but because of public

         24  pressure the Immigration authorities have allowed

         25  her to go free and she is now living with a Guianan
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          2  minister in the Bronx, awaiting their decision.

          3                 She is not very well. She did not

          4  receive the best of care while in detention, so she

          5  is trying, they are getting her together.

          6                 Even though female genital mutilation

          7  has been outlawed in Guyana since 1994, it still

          8  continues there at a rate of 15 to 30 percent of the

          9  women, and surprisingly enough, Council Member

         10  Watkins gave me information from her committee that

         11  it is going on a great deal right here in the United

         12  States of America. This very cruel and inhumane

         13  practice is terrible for women, and in the case of

         14  Mrs. Abanqua, in her country the minute that she

         15  gets back there, she will either be castrated or

         16  else she will die because she also has admitted to

         17  premarital sex.

         18                 I was delighted today that so many of

         19  my colleagues male and female, including John

         20  Sabini, Stan Michels and others, joined us today in

         21  support of Ms. Abanqua and her plight. And I am very

         22  proud of the Council, we also have even a piece of

         23  legislation coming from Councilwoman Freed, also

         24  outlawing and calling on an end to this kind of

         25  practice.
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          2                 The Council has shown here that we

          3  are concerned beyond just our own local issues, but

          4  when it is a worldly issue that affects human

          5  beings, we can take a stand too.

          6                 Thank you. And I thank my colleagues

          7  for joining.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: And I

          9  think you will recall Council Member Spigner as

         10  well.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: And

         12  Councilman Spigner absolutely did join us in

         13  support, which we appreciate.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         15  Council Member Watkins. Our last speaker.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I am glad

         17  that Councilman Spigner was there, especially

         18  because although I tried to make it I was unable to

         19  get here on time. But there was just one point that

         20  my colleague Helen Marshall alluded to that I would

         21  like to expand on briefly.

         22                 This is a human rights issue and even

         23  as we speak, particularly at this time of year,

         24  there are young girls of African background, whether

         25  they were born on the continent of Africa or in some
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          2  cases born here in the United States of parents who

          3  were born in Africa, and even though it is outlawed

          4  and illegal in many places, African parents have

          5  been pooling their money to send for the women who

          6  do and perform this castration on young girls, and

          7  they have found that it is cheaper to do that than

          8  to send these girls to Africa during vacation.

          9                 So, many of these girls are being

         10  subjected to this cruel inhumane treatment in the

         11  City of New York, and whatever we can do as a

         12  Council, we should do to prevent the spread of this,

         13  especially on our own shores.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         15  Councilman Stabile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: First of all,

         17  I would like to comment on the blackout also, South

         18  Ozone Park, Ozone Park, Howard Beach, parts of Broad

         19  Channel and parts of Woodhaven also had a blackout

         20  for almost 23 hours.

         21                 But I want to commend the whole City

         22  of New York, because within my Council district we

         23  had not one incident going on of looting or

         24  destruction or car theft or anything of that sort.

         25                 So, I wanted to commend the people of
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          2  this City for holding their cool and keeping their

          3  calm and doing the right thing.

          4                 I also want to say that I believe in

          5  this time and age Edison should get their act

          6  together. I cannot believe that this City of great

          7  magnitude, we have blackouts, before we have the new

          8  millennium in several months, few months from now.

          9  But I would also like to thank the New York City

         10  Police Department for being out there, just the

         11  traffic control alone and public safety, they were

         12  out there every hour of these blackouts making sure

         13  of the safety of the citizens.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: And

         16  the last last speaker, Mr. Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, I just want to

         18  ask my colleagues to rise. This meeting is being

         19  adjourned, as you know, in memory of James Farmer, a

         20  great American.

         21                 And also I want to advise my

         22  colleagues that all three bodies have now been found

         23  from the aircraft, so that it is appropriate that we

         24  remember John and Caroline and Lauren, and ask God

         25  to be merciful on their souls and their families to
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          2  be at peace.

          3                 And we also have an in memoriam that

          4  we are now making part of the record for Carlos

          5  Ramirez at this time.

          6                 CITY CLERK: In memoriam. Carlos D.

          7  Ramirez, Publisher of El Diario.

          8                 Whereas, the New York City Council

          9  has learned with great sorrow of the recent death of

         10  Carlos Ramirez; and

         11                 Whereas, Carlos Ramirez published El

         12  Diario LaPrensa, the largest and oldest Spanish

         13  language newspaper in New York City; and

         14                 Whereas, Carlos Ramirez joined El

         15  Diario in 1981 as its controller, and became the

         16  publisher in 1984, four years later buying the

         17  paper; and

         18                 Whereas, during his tenure, Carlos

         19  Ramirez expanded El Diario LaPrensa, and its appeal

         20  to all Spanish-speaking New Yorkers in its

         21  circulation to 52,000 readers a day; and

         22                 Whereas, Carlos Ramirez was born in

         23  Puerto Rico, grew up in Queens, attended City

         24  University, and received an honorary doctorate from

         25  Pace University;
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          2                 Now, therefore, be it resolved, that

          3  the Council of the City of New York honors the life

          4  and work of Carlos D. Ramirez, and sends its deepest

          5  condolences to his parents Carlos Ramirez, his two

          6  children, David and Christine, his sister Magdelana,

          7  and his fiance' Pamela Merlot Belfore.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: This

          9  meeting is adjourned.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 4:12 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 21st day of July 1999.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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