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TITLE:




A local law to amend the New York city charter in relation to the effective date of amendments concerning the board of health.

NEW YORK CITY CHARTER:

Amends subparagraph (a) of paragraph four of subdivison h of section 1152 of the New York city charter, as added by a vote of the electorate at a general election held on November 6, 2001.

BACKGROUND AND INTENT – INT. NO. 995-A


The New York City Charter Revision Commission, appointed by the Mayor in 2001, drafted several proposals for referendum that were placed on the November 6, 2001 ballot.  One referendum item proposed that the Board of Health be expanded from five to eleven members.  The purpose of this proposal was to “provide the opportunity to increase the variety of expertise represented and allow for inclusion of representatives with experience relating to special health needs of different racial and cultural groups in the City.”  Report of the New York City Charter Revision Commission, Making Our City’s Progress Permanent (“Charter Revision Commission Report”), pp. 69-70 (Sept. 5, 2001).  As before the adoption of the Charter revision, the Mayor would continue to make all appointments to the Board subject to the advise and consent of the City Council as set forth under section 31 of the Charter.


The Commission drafted the proposed Charter revision to “take effect thirty days after approval.”  Charter Revision Commission Report, p. 78 (draft of proposal, adding a new subdivision h, paragraph (4) to § 1152 of the Charter).  This effective date meant that the new Board members were to be sought, interviewed, investigated and selected by December 6, 2001.  The Committee recognizes that the effective date provides no time for the newly elected Mayoral administration and the Council to make careful choices for ten new Board members.  The candidates will have to be carefully screened in order to identify the most qualified and appropriate appointees, and then subsequently investigated by the Council before giving its advise and consent.  Int. No. 995-A would allow for sufficient time to perform these tasks by extending the effective date to June 1, 2002.

Analysis – Int. 995-A

Int. No. 995-A proposes that the effective date of the new Charter provision be extended from thirty days after its approval to “June 1, 2002 or the date upon which the ten members of the reconstituted and expanded board other than the chairperson have been duly appointed and qualified, whichever is earlier.”  Id.  The proposed change will amend subparagraph (a) of paragraph four of subdivision h of section 1152 of the Charter, which allows sufficient time for proper screening of candidates.


Int. No. 995-A is to take effect immediately and shall be deemed to have been in full force and effect retroactive to December 6, 2001.

�








