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PROP. INT. NO. 89-A:	By Council Members Sanchez, Abreu, Hudson, Louis, Yeger, Restler, Gutiérrez, Feliz, Stevens, Won, Menin, Schulman, Hanif, Ung, Ossé and Narcisse (in conjunction with the Bronx Borough President)

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of council members of certain fires occurring within their district

ADMIN. CODE:                          Adds § 15-150



I.	INTRODUCTION

	On September 12, 2024, the Committee on Fire and Emergency Management, chaired by Joann Ariola, will vote on Proposed Introduction Number 89-A (“Prop. Int. No. 89-A”), in relation to notification of council members of certain fires occurring within their district.  The Committee heard a previous version of this legislation on February 29, 2024, and received testimony from the New York City Fire Department (“FDNY”) and other interested parties.
II.	BACKGROUND
	The FDNY is comprised of approximately 11,000 uniformed firefighters, and operates 219 firehouses Citywide.[footnoteRef:1] [footnoteRef:2]  During Fiscal Year 2023 (“FY-23”), the FDNY responded to 23,901 structural fires.[footnoteRef:3] FDNY categorizes the severity of fire by the number of units and personnel deployed to a fire based on the severity of conditions at the scene—from "All Hands," which require the deployment of at least 12 units and 60 employees to the scene of a fire, to “5th Alarm,” which require the deployment of at least 44 units and 198 employees.[footnoteRef:4] Further, according to the FDNY, there were over 2,000 serious fires in FY-23 that required an All Hands or greater response by the Department.[footnoteRef:5]  [1:  FDNY, Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report, FY-2022; available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2022/fdny.pdf. ]  [2:  NYC Open Data, FDNY Fire House Listings; available at: https://data.cityofnewyork.us/widgets/hc8x-tcnd.]  [3:  FDNY, Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report, FY-2024; available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2024/fdny.pdf. ]  [4:  Information provided by the Fire Department to the Committee on Fire and Emergency Management.]  [5:  Id.] 

III.	LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 

Prop. Int. No. 89-A 
	Prop. Int. No. 89-A would require an agency designated by the Mayor to provide notice to Council Members of certain serious fires occurring within their council district. Notifications would be sent within three hours of the Fire Department’s deployment of personnel to the scene of the fire, and would notify local Council Members of basic information relating to the fire, such as the location of the incident, and the details regarding the Fire Department’s emergency response.  The bill would take effect 540 days after becoming law.
	Since introduction the legislation has been amended in several respects.  First, amendments were made to narrow the scope of the legislation by: (i) removing requirements that Borough Presidents and Community Boards receive notifications; and (ii) limiting notifications to only occur following serious fires that require substantial FDNY deployment. Additionally, amendments were made to require that notifications be sent to Council Members within three hours of the Fire Department’s deployment of personnel to the scene, and to provide the Administration with discretion regarding the City agency that will be responsible for fulfilling the requirements contained in the legislation. Finally, the legislation’s effective date was extended such that the Administration will have 540 days (around 18 months) to implement the law’s requirements. 
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Proposed Int. No. 89-A

By Council Members Sanchez, Abreu, Hudson, Louis, Yeger, Restler, Gutiérrez, Feliz, Stevens, Won, Menin, Schulman, Hanif, Ung, Ossé and Narcisse (in conjunction with the Bronx Borough President)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of council members of certain fires occurring within their district
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-150 to read as follows:
§ 15-150 Notification of council members regarding fires. a. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, the following term has the following meaning:
All hands fire.  The term “all hands fire” means any operation conducted by the fire department where the severity of conditions, as determined by the fire department, requires the deployment of at least 12 units and 60 employees of such department to the scene of a fire.
b. An agency designated by the mayor shall notify a council member when an all hands fire occurs within the district of such council member. Such notification shall be sent via electronic mail within 3 hours of the fire department deploying its personnel to the scene of such incident, and shall include:
1. The date and time of such fire; 
2. The address of such fire; and
3. Details of the fire department’s emergency response to such fire, including but not limited to, the initial and highest alarm level of such fire. 
c. A process shall be established whereby any council member can opt out of the notification required by this section. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 540 days after it becomes law. 
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