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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cancelling tickets upon the showing of a valid receipt.
.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter 2 of title 19 by adding a new section 19-214.
. 
INTRODUCTION

On April 5, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 490, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to cancelling tickets upon the showing of a valid receipt.
This bill would require any traffic agents employed by the city of New York to cancel tickets for failing to pay the metered fare on the spot upon the showing of a valid munimeter receipt to the agent within ten minutes of the agent’s completed writing of the ticket, and where such receipt is for five minutes prior to or post the commencement of the writing of the ticket.  This is the first hearing on this legislation. 
Expected to testify are Michael Pilecki, Commanding Officer of the New York City Police Department’s (“NYPD”) Traffic Enforcement Division, and Susan Petito, Assistant Commissioner of NYPD.  Also expected to testify are representatives of the American Automobile Association, CWA Local 1182, as well as transportation advocates, and civic and community groups.
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) manages New York City’s on street parking system that encompasses approximately 63,000 parking meters.
  Starting in 1996, the DOT began replacing single space parking meters with Muni-Meters at various locations throughout the city.
  Muni Meters are multi space meters that allow for payment by credit and debit cards. According to DOT, by eliminating the need to install one meter per parking space, the parking capacity on a typical Manhattan street block could increase by as much as 15 to 20 percent.
   After making a purchase, motorists are required to display the muni-meter receipt on their vehicle’s dashboard.  There are approximately 600 muni-meters through the city that accept credit or debits cards, most of which are located in Manhattan.
  As of Fiscal Year 2011, 40.9% of metered spaces had muni-meters installed by DOT.

ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Int. No. 490 would amend the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 19-214.  Subdivision a of new section 19-214 would define “munimeter receipt” as the receipt showing the parking time, purchased by an electronic parking meter. 


Subdivision b of new section 19-214 would require any individual employed by the city of New York who issues notices of violation returnable at the parking violations bureau to cancel the ticket upon the showing of a valid munimeter receipt that was purchased five minutes before or subsequent to the commencement of the writing of the ticket, and the receipt is shown within ten minutes of the completion of the writing of the ticket, and the ticket was for failure to pay the metered fare.  The cancellation of the ticket is to be marked “valid munimeter receipt shown; ticket cancelled.”  The munimeter receipt number is also required to be recorded on the ticket.  The ticket then is not permitted to be docketed by the parking violations bureau or any other city agency.   

Section two of Int. No. 490 would provide that this local law take effect immediately upon its enactment into law.
Int. No. 490
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cancelling tickets upon showing of valid receipt.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-214 to read as follows: 


§19-214. Cancellation of certain tickets. a. For the purposes of this section, the term "munimeter receipt" shall mean the receipt showing the amount of parking  time purchased that is dispensed by an electronic parking meter.

b. Any individual, hereinafter referred to as “agent,” employed by the city of New York who issue notices of violation, hereinafter referred to as a “ticket,” returnable at the parking violations bureau shall cancel such ticket that such agent has begun or completed to write, when, within ten minutes of the completion of the writing of the ticket, such agent is shown a valid munimeter receipt with the official time stamp of up to five minutes prior to or post the commencement of the writing of the ticket, and such ticket was for failure to pay the metered fare.  Such cancellation shall be marked on such ticket, “valid munimeter receipt shown; ticket cancelled.”  Such agent shall also record the number of the munimeter receipt shown by the individual.  Such ticket shall not be docketed by the parking violations bureau or any other city agency.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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