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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: The

          3  Council's Committee on Rules, Privileges and

          4  Elections is now in session.

          5                 Due to the conflict, or the fact that

          6  other meetings are taking place requiring the time

          7  and the attendance of certain members of the Rules

          8  and Privileges Committee, we do not have a full

          9  compliment of members here now, but business must go

         10  on. My name is Archie Spigner, and I am a member of

         11  this Committee, and in the place of Council Member

         12  Povman, who is away, I will be chairing today's

         13  meeting.

         14                 As is the tradition of the Chair of

         15  this Committee, I am going to read the report, for

         16  the record, as he always does.

         17                 Pursuant to the authority of Section

         18  31 of the New York City Charter, the Committee on

         19  Rules, Privileges and Elections will consider this

         20  day the nominee of the Mayor for reappointment to

         21  the New York City Landmark Preservation Commission.

         22                 The Commission has the power and

         23  duties as proscribed by law with respect to the

         24  establishment and regulation of landmarked portions

         25  of landmarked sites, interior landmarks, scenic
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          2  landmarks and historic districts.

          3                 The law states that the Commission

          4  shall consist of eleven members. The membership

          5  should include at least three architects, one

          6  historian qualified in the field, one City Planner

          7  or landscape architect and one realtor.

          8                 The membership shall include at least

          9  one membership of each of the boroughs, and the

         10  members appointed by the Mayor for three-year terms.

         11                 Prior to appointing an architect,

         12  historian or City planner or landscape architect,

         13  the Mayor may consult with the Fine Arts Federation

         14  of New York or similar organization.

         15                 The members of the Commission other

         16  than the chair serve without compensation but are

         17  reimbursed for expenses. The Mayor designates the

         18  chair and the vice chair from the members and the

         19  Commission hires and Executive Director and such

         20  other employees as may be required.

         21                 The new section of Chapter 74 sets

         22  forth the procedures to be followed, notice of any

         23  proposed landmark designation has to be sent to the

         24  City Planning Commission, all affected community

         25  boards and the affected Borough President, within
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          2  ten days of making a designation, the Commission has

          3  to file a copy of the designation with the City

          4  Planning Commission and with the City Council.

          5  Within six days after the filing, the City Planning

          6  Commission has to hold a hearing and submit a report

          7  to the City Council with the recommendation.

          8                 The City Council may modify or

          9  disapprove by a majority vote of any designation of

         10  the Landmark Preservation Commission within 120 days

         11  after a copy is filed with the Council, providing

         12  the City Planning Commission has submitted the

         13  report required, or 60 days have elapsed with the

         14  filing with the Council.

         15                 The Council's vote should be filed

         16  with the Mayor who shall then have five days to

         17  disapprove. If the Mayor disapproves, the Council

         18  may override within ten days by a two-thirds vote.

         19                 The law also provides for the

         20  establishment of an independent panel to be created

         21  by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the

         22  Council to review determinations of the Commission

         23  denying application for certificates of

         24  appropriateness based on the ground of hardship,

         25  also this should apply to tax exempt properties.
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          2                 The nominee appearing before the

          3  Committee today is Thomas F. Pike, who is being

          4  recommended for reappointment for the remainder of a

          5  three-year term which commenced on June 29, 1997 and

          6  expires on June 28, 2000.

          7                 The resume of the above-named nominee

          8  is attached hereto for your information.

          9                 Having read the report, I see the

         10  nominee, Reverend Pike, is seated at the witness

         11  table.

         12                 Reverend Pike, do you have any

         13  statement to make for the Committee?

         14                 REVEREND PIKE: Well, I just want to

         15  wish you good morning and thank you for meeting with

         16  me today, it is a great privilege for me to be here

         17  and have a chance to meet with you, and I know it's

         18  a busy day and it's a great privilege for me to be

         19  here with you.

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: That's

         21  your statement?

         22                 REVEREND PIKE: Well, you know, I am a

         23  preacher, I could go on.

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: No,

         25  that's fine.
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          2                 REVEREND PIKE: You know, like those

          3  fellows that had the hourglass on the pulpit and

          4  they say they are going to turn it over three times

          5  before they are finished.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: We have

          7  your resume in front of us. There are questions that

          8  I want to ask. You changed your voter registration,

          9  you changed your voting residence to Westchester

         10  County while you were a commissioner, could you

         11  explain to the Committee why you would do that when

         12  it is clear that certainly in your capacity you

         13  should and must maintain the residency in New York

         14  City.

         15                 REVEREND PIKE: I understand that,

         16  Councilman. I think, first of all, let me explain

         17  that my wife and I have a weekend house in Northern

         18  Westchester, and at that time I was being considered

         19  for another Parish, and there was a lot of movement

         20  back and forth about that in our family, and we

         21  struggled with that decision, but we firmly came

         22  down on the side of wanting to be in New York City

         23  where we are now and intend to continue to be, and

         24  in the whole process I continued to pay taxes in the

         25  City of New York, thinking of my residence in the
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          2  rectory of the church, which is on 21st Street.

          3                 I should have moved faster to rectify

          4  that. At one point we were moving very close to

          5  accepting that position and then chose not to do it.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay. Did

          7  you ever vote in Westchester County?

          8                 REVEREND PIKE: I once voted in

          9  Westchester County.

         10                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: But you

         11  didn't vote in Westchester and at the same time vote

         12  in New York City?

         13                 REVEREND PIKE: No, I could not do

         14  that.

         15                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay.

         16                 REVEREND PIKE: I think the record

         17  will show that prior to that I had a consistent

         18  pattern of voting in New York City.

         19                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay, you

         20  have been on the Commission now, I am informed by

         21  our people that while this issue of voter

         22  registration from one residence to another is of

         23  concern, but doesn't rise to the level where we feel

         24  that it is an infraction of such magnitude that it

         25  would call into question your continued serving as a
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          2  member of the Landmarks Commission. So, I am just

          3  going to accept your response to that question. But

          4  you should know that as a church person myself, my

          5  wife is on the Church Council and it is within that

          6  capacity that we have some experience with hiring

          7  and acquiring the services of a new pastor, they get

          8  the job first and then they change their

          9  registration.

         10                 REVEREND PIKE: I can understand that.

         11                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Isn't

         12  that right? Because all of them don't get the job.

         13  Some don't like us, or some don't accept the job and

         14  some we don't accept.

         15                 REVEREND PIKE: I think I have learned

         16  from this and I am rectifying it.

         17                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Reverend,

         18  your driver's license also you changed. Have you

         19  corrected that?

         20                 REVEREND PIKE: Changed that. I was

         21  under the impression that I also changed the voter

         22  registration at the same time I changed the license

         23  back to New York City. So, it is some kind of

         24  mistake there.

         25                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Did you
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          2  change your registration back?

          3                 REVEREND PIKE: Yes, it reads New York

          4  City.

          5                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: In

          6  anticipation of your response in wanting to

          7  facilitate the process, we have a voter registration

          8  form here for you.

          9                 REVEREND PIKE: I am ready to sign it.

         10  Stuart has -- in fact, I think Stuart will testify

         11  to the fact that I asked him to have it for me.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay. So

         14  we have a registration form.

         15                 REVEREND PIKE: It's all set. And I

         16  will finish it this morning.

         17                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: You can

         18  take care of that.

         19                 What is your opinion, Reverend, based

         20  on your experience with the Landmarks Preservation

         21  Commission? Are you satisfied with the way that body

         22  is functioning?

         23                 REVEREND PIKE: I certainly am. I am

         24  very impressed with the Chair's leadership, she is

         25  forthright and I have been impressed with her
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          2  sensitivity to people who are caught sometimes in

          3  awkward situations, she is caring and that is an

          4  important thing for me.

          5                 She also I think upholds the basic

          6  principal of the statute and the interest of the

          7  City and I have felt very privileged with Jennifer

          8  Raab. And I think the professional staff is

          9  remarkably hard-working and deficient. Obviously in

         10  my work I feel a special kinship with the rabbis and

         11  priests and ministers who come before the Commission

         12  and my heart is open to some of the issues that they

         13  have to face, and I feel that I bring to the

         14  discussions a point of view that I would like to

         15  think is helpful because I also am responsible for

         16  administering a fairly large congregation with a

         17  diverse program in old buildings and historic

         18  districts and landmarked buildings, and so I can

         19  identify and I think really understand the church

         20  committees or synagogue trustees who come before the

         21  Commission with issues. And I have been impressed

         22  with the way the Commission has dealt with religious

         23  leaders --

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: They come

         25  on hardship, I assume.
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          2                 REVEREND PIKE: Sometimes they come on

          3  hardship and sometimes they come with, most

          4  religious leaders can make a case for hardship, as

          5  you know, Councilman.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: And

          7  legitimately so.

          8                 REVEREND PIKE: Indeed legitimately

          9  so.

         10                 So, they also at times, the

         11  demographics have changed in the City and there are

         12  congregations that have grown a great deal. I think

         13  for example some of our Korean congregations that

         14  have grown very large and moved into an old

         15  building, and I think that a synagogue that moved

         16  into an old Quaker meeting house and they had the

         17  need to put in elevators and so forth, and so

         18  sometimes you have a situation that isn't exactly

         19  hardship, from a preservation point of view it

         20  represents a serious decision for us, if it's an

         21  important building.

         22                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay,

         23  does any member of the Committee have a question at

         24  this time?

         25                 Council Member Sabini.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Chairman. I am not a member of the Committee, but I

          4  am the Council's keeper of the landmark flame and I

          5  just want to highly endorse Reverend Pike's

          6  reappointment. His last point is one that I was

          7  going to underscore, which is he gives solace to

          8  other members of the clergy who have business before

          9  the Commission, who often come in apprehensive or

         10  suspicious and his hand in things has been I believe

         11  helpful to the interest of preservation in this

         12  City, and I am delighted that he is being considered

         13  for reappointment.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 REVEREND PIKE: Thank you.

         16                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Council

         17  Member Fisher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I agree with

         19  what he said. I agree with what Council Member

         20  Sabini said.

         21                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Oh, okay.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: He said it

         23  exactly the way I would have said it.

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay.

         25                 REVEREND PIKE: Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Reverend, the

          3  Department of Taxation and Finance reported that you

          4  did not timely file your state and City income tax

          5  return for the Year 199 -- that you did file, okay

          6  further down. 1998 was the question. There was no

          7  record of it. And moreover, the IRS found no record

          8  of a request for a filing extension when questioned

          9  about -- we have heard your wife is responding to

         10  that. She said that both of you signed and mailed

         11  the tax form away, but the Internal Revenue has no

         12  record of it, that you have an unsigned copy so

         13  there is a confusion or a clerical error on the part

         14  of the IRS, which believe it or not do on occasion

         15  make mistakes.

         16                 REVEREND PIKE: It is reassuring,

         17  because I did sign and we did file our federal tax

         18  and in fact we overpaid our tax, which is amazing.

         19                 I had a slight health problem this

         20  February, I was in the hospital for a couple of

         21  weeks and the household was upside down. But I know

         22  that we filed our returns and when I worked with

         23  Stuart on this, I have had confirmation that the

         24  state taxes were paid, we paid our taxes, and I

         25  don't understand. My wife has given to Stuart our
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          2  form, which we got from our accountant, so the form

          3  has been filled out and the form will indicate that

          4  all of our taxes were paid.

          5                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Council

          6  Member Michels, do you have a question?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I think what

          8  is revealing is that -- did you receive your refund

          9  check?

         10                 REVEREND PIKE: We did not receive the

         11  refund check. We used the refund for estimate income

         12  for tax for next year.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: So, you are

         14  really out money.

         15                 REVEREND PIKE: That is what our

         16  accountant advised us to do.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: It is not

         18  like you owe any money to the IRS, your testimony is

         19  they owe you money or an application to your

         20  estimate for next year.

         21                 REVEREND PIKE: Right.

         22                 I would like to assure you, in my

         23  business we are not talking about large sums of

         24  money.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I understand
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          2  that. It is not like there is a reason not to file

          3  it because you owe a substantial amount of money.

          4                 REVEREND PIKE: Exactly.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 REVEREND PIKE: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I also join

          9  with my colleagues, as a person who knows your

         10  record and knows how distinguished you are, and I am

         11  very happy that you are reapplying --

         12                 REVEREND PIKE: Thank you, sir.

         13                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Okay, no

         14  other member requesting at this time an opportunity

         15  to ask questions of the nominee, we will now then

         16  proceed to a vote.

         17                 Mr. Clerk, is he here? We will keep

         18  the vote open for a reasonable period of time for

         19  members who will find it impossible to be here at

         20  this time as we take the roll call.

         21                 Claude.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Yes.

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Roll

         24  call, please.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            17

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Council

          7  Member Foster, certainly.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: It is a

          9  pleasure to vote for a friend and colleague of long

         10  years standing. We disagree on a lot of things, but

         11  we agree on more things than we disagree on, and

         12  also we have the same Godfather, Bishop Moore, and I

         13  vote for him because I believe he is the right man

         14  for the job, and also I am afraid of Bishop Moore,

         15  so I vote for him for that reason, as well.

         16                 REVEREND PIKE: Thank you.

         17                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Continue

         18  the roll call, please.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I properly

         21  cast my vote for the Reverend Pike.

         22                 REVEREND PIKE: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

          5                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: The

          6  nominee is approved by a vote of six in the

          7  affirmative, none of the negative and we will hold

          8  open for other members. The resolution is adopted,

          9  the nominee is therefore approved for recommendation

         10  to the full Council, and we are keeping the roll

         11  call open for those members who find it impossible

         12  to be here at this time.

         13                 So, this meeting for all other

         14  business is adjourned.

         15                 REVEREND PIKE: Thank you, sir.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

         17  at six in the affirmative, and is still open.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 11:55 a.m.)
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