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          1  HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay, good

          3  morning. I'm Council Member Madeline Provenzano,

          4  Chair of the Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          5                 Today the Committee will consider the

          6  latest revision of proposed Intro. No. 126-A. It's a

          7  local law to amend the Administrative Code of the

          8  City of New York, in relation to building safety.

          9                 This Committee has conducted two

         10  previous hearings on this legislation, February 24th

         11  and April 26th of this year.

         12                 The version of the bill that is

         13  before the Committee today is dated May 28th at 1:20

         14  p.m. As a reminder, this intro, 126-A, is the result

         15  of the World Trade Center Building Code Task Force,

         16  that was convened in 2002 by the Department of

         17  Buildings in response to the September 11th attack.

         18                 The Task Force was to review current

         19  building design, construction and operating

         20  requirements. And determine if modifications for

         21  extreme events were needed to ensure public safety

         22  in new existing buildings.

         23                 The task force consisted of an

         24  11-member Executive Committee and five working

         25  groups that focused on structural strength, fire

                                                            4

          1  HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2  protection, emergency evacuation, mechanical systems

          3  and Department of Building operations.

          4                 The task force made formal

          5  recommendations to the Mayor in 2003, and this

          6  legislation incorporates those recommendations that

          7  were deemed fit for legislative action, based on

          8  available information regarding the events of

          9  September 11th.

         10                 Proposed Intro. No. 126-A will

         11  require owners of high-rise office buildings to

         12  install emergency exit markings and signage, to

         13  install sprinklers to inspect visible sprayed on

         14  fire-proofing when alterations are performed, and to

         15  comply with other safety measures.

         16                 This legislation will also empower

         17  the Fire Commissioner to require owners of office

         18  buildings to develop emergency action plans for full

         19  building evacuation procedures, for fire and for

         20  non-fire-related events.

         21                 Since the hearing on April 26th,

         22  2004, certain time periods in the bill have been

         23  extended by a period of six months.

         24                 These time periods include specific

         25  dates, which owners and developers are to comply
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          2  with the new requirements imposed by the

          3  legislation, and specific dates by which rules or

          4  reference standards are to be promulgated.

          5                 Also before the Committee is a

          6  preconsidered resolution finding that enactment of

          7  proposed Intro. No. 126-A does not have a

          8  significant adverse impact on the environment, and

          9  is consistent with the state environmental quality

         10  review act.

         11                 The Committee needs to consider this

         12  matter first before we vote on the actual bill.

         13                 This preconsidered resolution

         14  embodies the determination of an environmental

         15  assessment that was conducted by the Department of

         16  Buildings, that consider the environmental impacts

         17  of proposed Intro. No. 126-A. A representative of

         18  the Department of Buildings is present today, should

         19  any member of the Committee have questions regarding

         20  the findings of the Department of Buildings in this

         21  regard.

         22                 Other than that, we will not be

         23  taking testimony.

         24                 I am joined at this hearing by my

         25  colleague, Council Member James Oddo, to my right,
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          2  Council Member Lew Fidler. Over to my left, Council

          3  Member Robert Jackson, Councilwoman Diana Reyna,

          4  Councilman Tony Avella, Councilwoman Gale Brewer.

          5                 Do we have any questions for the

          6  Department of Buildings who is present? I mean,

          7  we've had two hearings and I think most of you, in

          8  fact, all of you attended those hearings.

          9                 If not, we could proceed with the

         10  vote.

         11                 We've also been joined by Council

         12  Member Melinda Katz.

         13                 Council Member Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         15  Madam Chair.

         16                 I know that this is a very

         17  comprehensive bill, and I've tried to pay as much

         18  attention as I could to the joist issue and

         19  certainly the photo-luminesce, which I guess really

         20  hasn't changed from the current.

         21                 I have one question about the

         22  emergency evacuation drill. Maybe even staff?

         23                 When it says how exactly would this

         24  bill change the emergency action plan, because don't

         25  buildings have some kind of an emergency action plan
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          2  currently?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO; could we have

          4  someone from the Department of Buildings? We have

          5  Phyllis, and take it easy, Phyllis. We don't want

          6  any accidents here, you know. Just introduce

          7  yourself.

          8                 MS. ARNOLD: Good morning. I'm Phyllis

          9  Arnold. I'm General Counsel at the Buildings

         10  Department. With me is James Colgate, from our

         11  technical unit, our technical co-coordinator who has

         12  worked extremely hard on the details, and I think,

         13  Council Member Brewer, is probably in the best

         14  position to address your question.

         15                 MR. COLGATE: The question was about

         16  the Fire Prevention Code amendment, which would

         17  require plans for how to evacuate an entire

         18  building.

         19                 The current fire safety plans and

         20  other things that are filed with the Fire Department

         21  don't deal with how a building owner would evacuate

         22  an entire building, if that need ever happened to

         23  happen, and also it changes the authority of the

         24  Commissioner to require these plans for

         25  non-fire-related emergencies, in case there was some
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          2  other evacuation reason why you had to empty the

          3  entire building, that didn't have to do with a fire,

          4  but some other reason, that gives the authority for

          5  that evacuation plan to be filed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: And how does

          7  this get communicated? The law is passed, the Mayor

          8  signs it, how does it get communicated to the

          9  building?

         10                 MR. COLGATE: That would be by

         11  rule-making by the Fire Department, and once the law

         12  is passed, the Fire Department has to promulgate

         13  rules to get to the next point.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay. Thank

         15  you, Madam Chair.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Any other

         17  questions?

         18                 Okay, then we will thank you very

         19  much. We will take the vote.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes. Are we

         22  voting separately? We have to vote first on the

         23  environmental, on the reso. Okay, so, we're voting

         24  on Reso, it has no number. Reso number nothing.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered
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          2  resolution. Council Member Provenzano.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of eight in

         19  the affirmative, zero in the negative with no

         20  abstentions, the resolution is adopted.

         21                 Proposed Intro. 126-A.

         22                 Provenzano.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam

          8  Chairperson, may I be briefly excused to explain my

          9  vote?

         10                 I would ask to be added as a sponsor

         11  to 126-A, and was a little surprised that I wasn't

         12  already on it.

         13                 I am sure the Chairperson will recall

         14  I had a number of rather feisty exchanges,

         15  particularly on the sexy issue of open web steel

         16  joists and their fire-proofing standards, and I

         17  think this is a bill that we should be very proud

         18  of, and I vote aye and as to be added as a sponsor.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Did we vote

          3  the other one already?

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: This is Intro. 126-A.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: This is the

          6  bill, and then you have to vote for the Reso also.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay. This is

          8  the bill authorizing the Building Department to

          9  start the code, right? I'm sorry.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: This is the

         11  World Trade Center Task Force Bill.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK COMRIE: Oh, okay, thank

         13  you. I vote aye.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Which you

         15  like.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I do like it,

         17  I just wanted to make sure what I was voting for.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

         19  Resolution.

         20                 Council Member Comrie, how do you

         21  vote?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Both items are adopted

         24  by a vote of nine in the affirmative, zero in the

         25  negative and no abstentions.
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          2                 Council Members, please sign the

          3  Committee report.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: I thank all

          6  of you. And we're happy to have you, Lew.

          7                 This meeting is adjourned.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 11:06 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 7th day of June 2004.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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