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RES. NO.  1332A:
                                              By: The Speaker (Council Member Vallone), 

Council Members Warden, Carrion, Clarke, Dear, Fisher, Freed, Lasher, Leffler, McCaffrey, Michels, Nelson, O’Donovan, Pinkett, Povman, Reed, Robles, Robinson, Sabini,  Stabile, Boyland, White and Provenzano; also Council Member Eldridge.

TITLE:

A resolution supporting the recent formation of a coalition of state and local governments that will award firearm contracts to responsible gun manufacturers only. 

BACKGROUND


According to figures released by the Centers for Disease Control, 32,000 people die each year from gunfire, including 4,200 children.
 Currently, there are approximately 230 million guns and 65 million to 80 million gun owners in the United States.
  A recent poll showed that 45% of Americans have guns in their home.
  A survey conducted by the Washington Post – ABC News indicated that nearly one in four Americans have been threatened with a gun, while one in ten have been fired upon.
  Recent media reports have focused on a rash of incidents in our nation’s schools involving young people and guns, as illustrated by the highly publicized case of a six year-old in Flint, Michigan who shot and killed his first grade classmate.
  


Meanwhile, polls show that the large majority of Americans support almost any new gun control measure, including mandating trigger locks and licensing handgun owners.
  In a nationwide poll conducted by the Los Angeles Times last fall, 56% of Americans believed gun control laws should be made more strict, 39% believed they should remain the same, while only 9% said they should be less strict.
  Moreover, Americans show even greater support when questioned about specific gun control measures.  For example, nearly nine in ten Americans are in favor of implementing mandatory three-day background checks for purchases at gun shows and two-thirds support the mandatory use of trigger locks on handguns.
          


Res. No. 1332A

Res. No. 1332A supports the formation of recent coalitions of state and local governments that will award firearms contracts to responsible gun manufacturers only.  A national coalition of state and local governments was formed by Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Andrew Cuomo and United States Senator Charles Schumer and a similar effort formed and led in New York State by Attorney General Eliot Spitzer, with an agreement to purchase guns from responsible manufacturers only.  The coalitions grew out of an agreement between Smith & Wesson, a major gun manufacturer, and federal, state and local officials.  In exchange for Smith & Wesson’s pledge to change the way it manufactures, designs and sells guns, the government officials agreed to drop lawsuits against the company and not to commence new ones, as the federal government and New York State had threatened.
  


Citing the lengthy process of passing gun control legislation and allowing lawsuits to run their course, on March 17, 2000, Attorney General Spitzer proposed that federal, state and local governments band together to use financial pressure to force gun manufacturers to add safety devices to the weapons they produce.
  At the same time, Secretary Cuomo and Senator Schumer were also announcing plans to form a coalition of federal, state and local governments to exert economic pressure on gun manufacturers in an effort to promote responsibility in the gun manufacturing industry.


By using the marketplace as leverage, these two coalitions should be able to exert considerable pressure on the gun industry.  Government agencies purchase approximately 25% of all guns sold in the United States, including guns for police forces, correctional services and public safety agencies.
  Secretary Cuomo and Attorney General Spitzer estimate that government purchases of guns amounted to approximately $1.5 billion in sales last year.


Governments joining either of the two coalitions pledge that, when purchasing firearms, they will consider giving preferences to manufacturers who promise to adhere to a Code of Conduct, which contains several measures aimed at ensuring responsible conduct on the part of gun manufacturers.  To date, Smith & Wesson is the only gun manufacturer to pledge to comply with the Code of Conduct, agreeing to make safer guns and to encourage its dealers to be more cautious in selling guns.


The Code of Conduct requires, among other things, that manufacturers design handguns to minimize their attractiveness to criminals and refrain from promoting firearms features attractive to juveniles or criminals.  Gun manufacturers pledge to design firearms to be as safe as reasonably possible for law-abiding owners and innocent third parties.  Manufacturers further pledge to employ new safety-enhancing features as they become technologically and functionally feasible.  In addition, the Code of Conduct establishes an independent external monitor empowered to oversee compliance with the agreement.  


Furthermore, manufacturers are required to adopt measures to reasonably prevent the diversion of their products from the legal stream of commerce or later sale or transfer to those not legally entitled to purchase or posses guns.  These measures include: (i) creating an internal compliance mechanism; (ii) restricting sales to authorized dealers and distributors; (iii) establishing training programs for authorized dealers; (iv) evaluating authorized dealers on an ongoing basis; and (v) discontinuing authorized dealers that sell disproportionate numbers of guns later used in crime or otherwise act irresponsibly.


The Council remains committed to promoting measures that increase gun safety and encouraging manufacturers to produce guns that are less attractive to criminals, thereby protecting innocent third parties.


On June 27, 2000, the Fire and Criminal Justice Services Committee conducted a hearing concerning Res. No. 1332.  Secretary Cuomo and Attorney General Spitzer testified at the hearing in favor of the resolution.  The National Shooting Sports Foundation submitted written testimony in opposition.  Several amendments were incorporated into the resolution, resulting in Res. No.     1332A.
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