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I.
Introduction

On February 25, 2019, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Barry Grodenchik, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries, and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, and the Committee on Women, chaired by Council Member Helen K. Rosenthal, will hold a joint oversight hearing entitled, “Improving the Gender and Cultural Diversity of Monuments Located in City Parks.” Representatives from the New York City (NYC or “the City”) Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), the NYC Commission on Gender Equality have been invited to testify, as well as advocates and concerned community organizations.

II.
Background
NYC has a rich history and is one of the most diverse and dynamic cities in the world, where approximately 200 languages are spoken and 40 percent of the population was born outside of the United States (U.S.).
 To commemorate the contributions to that rich history and cultural diversity made by various individuals, the City has historically dedicated statues or monuments in public areas, with many being located on property under the jurisdiction of DPR. In fact, DPR has indicated that the monuments and permanent art collection in NYC’s parks constitutes the greatest outdoor public art museum in the U.S.
 
Approximately 1,000 monuments, including commemorative tablets, historic markers, decorative fountains, memorial flagstaffs, statues and architectural ornaments adorn the City.
 They range in size from commemorative tablets to triumphal arches, honoring people and events that helped shape our city, nation, and the international community.
 However, women are currently underrepresented in main sites of public history, including monuments and permanent art collections throughout the City. Presently, there are only five public statues that honor historic women, which include: 1) Joan of Arc, located at Riverside Park at West 93rd Street in Manhattan, 2) Golda Meir, located at Broadway and 39th Street in Manhattan, 3) Gertrude Stein, located in Bryant Park in Manhattan, 4) Eleanor Roosevelt, located at Riverside Park at West 72nd Street in Manhattan, and 5) Harriet Tubman, located at St. Nicholas Avenue and West 122nd Street in Manhattan.

DPR’s Monuments Conservation Program, which supported in part by funds raised by the City Parks Foundation, monitors the condition of, and performs conservation treatments and maintenance on, the public art collection located in NYC’s parks, which includes all monuments and historic markers.
 In addition, the program provides hands-on training for monuments technician apprenticeship programs for those seeking to enter the profession of outdoor sculpture conservation.
 The program was launched in 1997 and, to date, has conserved 60 sculptures and provided full-scale, high-quality care for an additional 100 sculptures and monuments.
 The work crews consist of seasonal conservation trainees selected from graduate programs in historic preservation, objects conservation, and sculpture.
 The apprentices work under the direction of the core Monuments Program professional conservation staff.
 


For any artwork installation, including monuments, on City property, approval from the public Design Commission (PDC) is required.
 The City agency that has jurisdiction over the property on which the proposed installation or monument would be located must make the formal submission to the PDC, after such agency first approves of the proposal and ensures that the proposal is compliant with other City agency rules, particularly those promulgated by the Landmarks Preservation Commission.
 Each agency has a designated liaison who is responsible for managing the submission process for that agency and is subsequently responsible for requesting the placement of the proposed artwork on necessary PDC agendas by submitting a written transmittal that indicates what projects should be reviewed by PDC.
 When reviewing a proposed installation of a work of art for installation on DPR property, DPR, and the City consider appropriateness, compatibility, impact on park use, aesthetics, maintenance, and safety to park visitors.
 Upon approval of a proposal, DPR works with the sponsors of such work of art to refine the design and to prepare the required design paperwork for submission to PDC.
 

After the proposals are submitted, PDC staff reviews the submissions for accuracy before the projects are reviewed with the PDC members or a public meeting is scheduled.
 PDC will then hold what is referred to as a “committee meeting” with stakeholders of the proposed installation.
 At the committee meeting agencies can receive feedback on design proposals before the proposals are submitted to the full Commission.
 These committee meetings are open to the public, although the PDC does not vote on projects and does not accept public testimony at that time.
 When official meetings of the Commission take place, they consist of two sections: the consent agenda, where a group of PDC members vote on projects that have prior recommendations of approval from a committee, and the public hearing, consisting of formal presentations where public testimony is presented and the full Commission votes.

Under PDC’s Guidelines for Monuments and Memorials, PDC discourages monuments or memorials for people, places, and events that have been recognized as significant for a period of less than 20 years, unless they are of exceptional importance.
 Monuments to living persons will not be considered.
 In addition, PDC evaluates proposals on the following criteria:
· For a historical event, the monument/memorial should be located at or near the scene of the event or in a place as closely or logically related to the event as possible;
· For a person, the monument/memorial should be located at or near the scene of an event with which the person is identified or in a place closely identified with that person;
· For a monument/memorial to multiple persons, a single location should be selected at or near the scene of an important event with which they are jointly identified or in a place with which they are jointly identified;
· For a monument to a place, the site should (1) be associated with important historic events or activities, or with the lives of important persons; (2) include buildings, structures, or monuments, whether existing or vanished, of special or distinctive design, construction or character, or have otherwise made an important contribution to the City’s cultural, social, economic, or political history; (3) sustain or nurture community traditions and identity; and/or (4) include notable archaeological sites or landscape features; and
· Monuments/memorials should be oriented to ensure legibility and minimize any contribution to pedestrian congestion.

III.
City Initiatives

CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers

Inspired by so-called “cultural plans” developed by Chicago, Houston, Denver, and other major American cities which aimed to advance cultural equity through official government policy,
 the NYC’s first-ever comprehensive cultural plan, CreateNYC, was designed to be “a roadmap to guide the future of arts and culture in NYC.”
 As part of its responsibility in the administration of the plan, DCLA mapped out a ten-month process that began in August 2016 with a three-month period of research and discovery, which culminated with the final plan in July 2017.
 

To facilitate this process, DCLA partnered with the Hester Street Collective (HSC), a design/build nonprofit organization that works with local communities to develop transformative plans and projects through inclusive, participatory processes,
 and engaged with artists, cultural organizations, city agencies, arts and culture experts, and community residents to collect data and public input to inform the plan.
 Further, from August 2016 to June 2017, all New Yorkers were invited to define their cultural priorities at borough-wide workshops, focus groups, round table discussions, and community meetings.
 DCLA also engaged New Yorkers in its process via its website, CreateNYC.org, where New Yorkers shared recommendations, responded to a “question of the week,” and participated in an online cultural engagement survey.
 Notably, both individuals and community-based organizations and groups were encouraged to spread the word and further the process by becoming “CreateNYC ambassadors,”
 which involved sharing the online survey, hosting a workshop, or including cultural plan activities in their events.
 CreateNYC also set-up a social media handle, @CreateNYC, so that New Yorkers could engage in the process via Facebook, Flickr, Instagram, and Twitter, and, using the hashtag #CreateNYC, learn about the plan, answer the “question of the week,” or make recommendations.

Using the data and public input collected, HSC conducted an analysis of the City’s current cultural priorities; strategized on increasing access, equity and opportunity to underserved neighborhoods; and planned how NYC can remain accessible to artists at a time of rising rents and other economic pressures.
 Further, following this public engagement period, DCLA produced a draft plan based on research and the public input it had received.
 Between March and June 2017, this draft cultural plan was available online for public feedback, and copies were also provided at workshops and focus groups around the City.
 Finally, after nearly a year of intensive public engagement and an in-depth evaluation of the City’s cultural assets, CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers was released to the public on July 19, 2017.
 
CreateNYC and Implementation Strategies


As the City’s first-ever comprehensive cultural plan, CreateNYC “is intended to serve as a roadmap to a more sustainable, inclusive, and equitable cultural sector” for all New Yorkers.
 Conceived of as a plan with the potential to influence policy direction and advocacy efforts, CreateNYC is supposed to ensure that New York continues to be a global cultural capital.
 Accordingly, the plan identifies and defines eight issue areas, as well as eight occasionally overlapping strategies to address some of the issues, for the first year of its implementation: 1) equity and inclusion, 2) social and economic impact, 3) affordability, 4) citywide coordination, 5) neighborhood character, 6) arts, culture, and science education, 7) arts and culture in public space, and 8) health of the cultural sector. 
CreateNYC and the Public Artists in Residence Program  

In addition to the CreateNYC, DCLA also coordinates the NYC Public Artists in Residence (PAIR) program, which was launched in 2015 as an experimental residency program designed to embed artists in City government agencies in order to inspire creative solutions to civic challenges.
 Believing artists to be “creative problem-solvers,” PAIRs are encouraged to work collaboratively in an ongoing process with communities to “reimagine realities” and discover ways to address social issues in partnership with one of five City agencies, including the Department for Veterans’ Services (DVS), The Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs (MOIA), the Department of Design and Construction (DDC), the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) and the NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY).
 

To select a PAIR, DCLA and the participating partner agency engages in a series of discussions to review community challenges and determine agreed upon goals. With the support of the Cultural Affairs Commissioner, DCLA then issues an open-call for artists or recommends artists based on artistic excellence and demonstrated knowledge of the particular social issues targeted under the residency, with a final selection being made in partnership with both agencies.
 Each PAIR residency is for a minimum of one year, with artists receiving a fee for the work performed during the residency, project desk space within the host agency, and in-kind resources provided by both DCLA and the host agency.
  

Examples of current PAIR projects include events addressing the impact of war, gun violence, mental health and addiction issues at the DVS through programming at the Brooklyn Public Library, performance art exploring the nexus of art, activism and social change for immigrant communities and solutions for sociopolitical problems through projects hosted by the MOIA, and art community based art installations focused on social, cultural and environmental sustainability by way of the DDC.
 Notably, a current project at the DDC, advised by artist Mary Miss, is focused upon “reshaping the boundaries between sculpture, architecture, landscape design, and installation art” and is being developed as part of the exhibition, Civic Action: A Vision for Long Island City at the Noguchi Museum and Socrates Sculpture Park. 

Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments, and Markers

Many of the conversations around monuments and statues in recent years stem from the incident that took place in Charlottesville, Virginia from August 11-12, 2017, after protests over the removal of Confederate general Robert E. Lee statue turned violent, leaving one person dead, and bringing the issue of equity in monuments to the nation’s attention.
 However, while Charlottesville was not an isolated example of a Confederate or controversial monument being removed—there are many examples of such statues being removed from the last few decades—the event was significant in that it sparked a national conversation about who or what cities should be depicting in public art.
 In NYC, the Charlottesville incident initially prompted the removal of two plaques honoring General Lee in Brooklyn,
 but the conversation broadened and resulted in a debate about the impact of statues, such as a prominent Christopher Columbus statue in Manhattan.
 While this conversation also subsequently led to protests over other statues and monuments
 and a focus on what the City should do with monuments whose relevance or significance have changed with time,
 it also led Mayor de Blasio to create a Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments, and Markers (“the Commission”) in September 2017
 to advise the Mayor on issues relating to public art, historic markers, and monuments on City-owned properties.
  

For a period of 90 days in 2017, the Commission held informal hearings, set parameters for discussions to develop consensus, and laid out principles and procedures for considering City-owned public art, monuments, and markers. Additionally, the Commission held hearings in each of the five boroughs to solicit input from the public, reviewed written testimony, and released an online survey for public comments
 to “develop non-binding recommendations on how the City should address City-owned monuments and markers on City property, particularly those that are subject to sustained negative public reaction or may be viewed as inconsistent with the values of NYC, by which we mean a just city that prioritizes diversity, equity, and inclusion.”
  

In an effort to arrive at good faith recommendations, while seeking to include a diverse group of voices, the Commission also acknowledged that while debate was necessary to a thriving democracy, “we don’t have to agree on every point to give voice to the multitude of voices and narratives that feed into our history.”
 That said, a series of in-depth discussions produced the following set of shared values:

· Reckoning with power to represent history in public - recognizing that the ability to represent histories in public is powerful; reckoning with inequity and injustice while looking to a just future;
· Historical understanding – respect for and commitment to in-depth and nuanced histories, acknowledging multiple perspectives, including histories that previously have not been privileged;
· Inclusion – creating conditions for all New Yorkers to feel welcome in NYC’s public spaces and to have a voice in the public processes by which monuments and markers are included in such spaces;
· Complexity – acknowledging layered and evolving narratives represented in NYC’s public spaces, with preference for additive, relational, and intersectional approaches over subtractive ones. Monuments and markers have multiple meanings that are difficult to unravel, and it is often impossible to agree on a single meaning; and
· Justice – recognizing the erasure embedded in the City’s collection of monuments and markers; addressing histories of dispossession, enslavement, and discrimination not adequately represented in the current public landscape; and actualizing equity.

The Commission developed criteria for the evaluation and consideration of the works of art by means of a robust historical analysis, akin to an environmental impact report, led by experts to ascertain who was being commemorated and why.
 The guiding principles of the Commission were designed to provide an historical reckoning that addressed the past while simultaneously looking towards the future.
 

The Commission’s findings, issued in June 2018, recognized monuments and markers to be “symbols and/or representations of particular moments in time” and often, “of particular cultural and political climates, in many cases understood simultaneously as symbols of pride by one group and as reminders of systematic oppression for different peoples.”
 While the Commission recommended that the City forego changes to the Columbus statue and advised to remove a statue of J. Marion Sims, a controversial medical figure who conducted experiments on female slaves, resulted in the Sims statue being moved to Brooklyn.
 In doing so, it also stated its understanding of the fact that in order for a meaningful and positive long-term changes to be effective, “solutions must be multi-pronged and inclusive of many points of view.”
 As such, the Commission recommended the City:

· Conduct a comprehensive assessment of its current collection of public art, monuments, and markers in order to gain an understanding of what and who are represented and left out; and consider making such as assessment publicly accessible;

· Commission new permanent monuments and works about history to begin a proactive, additive process that rebalances and/or creates a more representative public collection;

· Commission new temporary artworks about historical moments to add more perspectives and to foster public dialogue in public space;

· Establish a mechanism for community-generated monuments and markers to give agency to neighborhoods to decide what and whom to celebrate in their public spaces;

· Invest in educational initiatives through partnerships between the Department of Education, the Department of Cultural Affairs, the Department of Parks and Recreation, the PDC, and relevant cultural organizations to integrate complex and nuanced histories into curricula using monuments and markers;

· Host or co-host City-sponsored historical discussions or public programs to address issues raised by controversial art, monuments, or markers; e.g., a symposium on women’s health at the New York Academy of Medicine, stemming from objections to the Dr. J. Marion Sims monument;

· Use digital content and new technologies to make the City’s collection of art, monuments, and markers more accessible to the public, potentially through VR/AR and interactive works;

· Create equity funds for historically underrepresented communities, offering tangible community investments to address historical exclusions represented by many controversial monuments and artworks over the long term; and
· Establish an interagency task force on monuments to deal with this issue moving forward, including representatives of relevant City agencies including, but not limited to the Department of Cultural Affairs, Parks Department, Landmarks Preservation Commission, Public Design Commission, and Department of Transportation, and one representative from each borough. The Commissioner of Cultural Affairs may serve as a permanent member in an advisory capacity to fulfill the recommendations of this Commission, ensuring expeditious treatment and appropriate resolution.

In its report, the Commission noted that “as our nation continues to grapple with a challenging legacy of racism, colonialism, ableism, sexism, prejudice and inequality” this was an unprecedented opportunity to “take bold action to identify and contend with racial and other intersectional forms of injustice in its monuments, and to make strides toward truth-telling toward the eventual goal of reconciliation.”

She Built NYC

Building on the recommendations of the Commission,
 First Lady Chirlane McCray, along with Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen and DCLA, launched the She Built NYC initiative on June 20, 2018 to help expand the stories, histories, and narratives currently represented on public property in the City.
 In announcing the new initiative, the First Lady explained that, “[t]here are big gaps in our City’s public art, with few statues of women, trans and gender nonconforming people… The message that lack of representation sends is that these people have no value and did not make contributions to our city.”
 With the mandate to commission a public monument or artwork on City property that honors women’s history in NYC, She Built NYC launched with an open call for nominations from the public for “inspiring, diverse people and events that comprise the history of New York women.”
 Through the website Women.NYC,
 members of the public submitted nearly 2,000 nominations of women, groups of women, and events in women’s history to be memorialized, representing 327 unique nominees.

In December 2018, She Built NYC announced that Shirley Chisholm,
 the first Black woman to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives, would become the first woman to receive a permanent monument outside the Parkside entrance Prospect Park, in Brooklyn, through the initiative.
 The First Lady, credited Representative Chisolm for the occasion and on what would have been the Congresswoman’s 94th birthday,
 and for inspiring a generation of women to pursue public office, adding that “[she hopes] that putting up the statue now will encourage even more.”
 

DCLA has committed up to $10 million over the next four years to commissioning new permanent public monuments and commemorations through its Percent for Art program.
 The artist selected to design Chisholm’s monument will be announced in 2019, and it will be installed by the end of 2020.
 According to the Women.NYC website, after memorializing Chisholm, the City “won’t stop until the record is corrected, and at least 50 percent of the monuments in our public realm honor the incredible contributions women have made to our City.”

IV. Controversy and Concerns 

While there have been various innovations around improving diversity in the City’s statues and monuments over the last year, especially within the City’s parks, including plans to erect the first statue depicting a historical female figure in Central Park in the year 2020
 and the launch of the She Built NYC initiative, aimed at breaking through the “bronze ceiling” to increase the representation of people who have been left out from statutes,
 various groups have highlighted ongoing concerns and that the City has a long way to go. In particular, advocates have criticized what they say is a continued dearth of representation in cultural equality that perpetuates historical, exclusionary practices.
 With regard to the Central Park statue plans, for example, Gloria Steinam stated in January 2019 that, “we cannot have a [planned] statue of two white women representing the vote for all women… It is not only that it is not enough, [but the planned statue makes it looks like Anthony and Stanton] are standing on the names of these other women
 … [and that design for the Central Park statue] “actively contributes to the historical erasure of black suffragists.”
 
Additionally, advocates have raised questions about the future of the She Built NYC initiative and Women.NYC website given upcoming changes in the Administration and the upcoming departure of the program’s designer.
 While they also compare NYC’s progress to practices in other jurisdictions, such as San Francisco, which have already codified a gender quota and taken further steps to achieve equality in city monuments,
 it is possible that the City will eventually release the follow up steps mentioned in the results section of the Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments, and Markers’s 2018 report.
  

V. Int. 1114
Int. No. 1114 would require the Mayor to establish a task force to conduct a study of the monuments, statues, public art, and historical markers on city-owned property, placing special emphasis on those that have been subject to sustained negative attention or may be viewed as inconsistent with the values of diversity, equity, and inclusion. Pursuant to the legislation, the task force would be chaired by the Commissioner Cultural Affairs, the Commissioner of City Planning, Parks and Recreation, the Transportation Commissioner, and the Executive Director of the Landmarks Preservation Commission. The legislation would also require that the remaining five members of the task force consist of representatives from each of the five boroughs with expertise in one or more of the following areas: history, art and antiquities, public art and public space, preservation, cultural heritage, diversity and inclusion, and education. Finally, the legislation would require the task force to submit a report on its findings and conclusions and any recommendations for policy or legislation to the mayor and speaker of the council within twelve months of the effective date.

Section two of Int. No. 1114 would provide that the local law take effect immediately after it becomes law. 

VI. Int. 1439
Int. No. 1439 would require the Public Design Commission to ensure that at least 50 percent of all works of art, including sculptures, paintings, mural decorations, mosaics, stained glass, statues, carvings, castings, inscriptions, monuments, and fountains, installed or erected upon or over land belonging to the city on or after January 1, 2020 and which depict a nonfictional person, depict women.

Section two of Int. No. 1439 would provide that the local law take effect immediately after it becomes law. 

VII. CONCLUSION
At this hearing, the Committees will examine the lack of diversity, specifically as it relates to gender imbalance, represented in statutes and monuments located in City Parks. The Committees will consider what efforts the City can make, in partnership with cultural groups, park advocates, and other community groups, to ensure that more monuments placed on public land are more representative of the diversity of the City’s population and history.
Int. No. 1114
 
By Council Members Barron, Van Bramer, Williams and Rosenthal
 
A Local Law in relation to creating a task force to examine the monuments, statues, public art, and historical markers on city-owned property
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. a. There shall be a task force to conduct a study of the monuments, statues, public art, and historical markers on city-owned property.
b. The task force shall consist of the following members:
1. The commissioner of cultural affairs or such commissioner’s designee, who shall serve as chair of the task force; 
2. The commissioner of parks and recreation or such commissioner’s designee;
3. The executive director of the landmarks preservation commission or such director’s designee;
4. The commissioner of transportation or such commissioner’s designee;
5. The commissioner of city planning or such commissioner’s designee; and
6. Five members appointed by the mayor representing each of the five boroughs, respectively, provided that each member shall have relevant expertise in one or more of the following disciplines: history, art and antiquities, public art and public space, preservation, cultural heritage, diversity and inclusion, and education.
c. The task force shall conduct a comprehensive review of monuments, statues, public art and historical markers on city-owned property, prioritizing those that are subject to sustained negative public reaction or may be viewed as inconsistent with the values of diversity, equity and inclusion. The task force shall also: 
1. Explore ideas for new permanent monuments and temporary artwork about history;
2. Make recommendations for how the city could establish a mechanism for community-generated monuments and markers; and 
3. Host or co-host historical discussions, public programs and other educational initiatives related to the complex and nuanced histories of the city’s monuments and historical markers. 
d. The task force shall meet no less than once a quarter. 
e. No later than 12 months after the effective date of this local law, the task force shall submit a report that contains its findings and conclusions, and any recommendations for policy or legislation, to the mayor and the speaker of the council.
f. The task force shall dissolve upon submission of its report as required by subdivision e of this section.
                     § 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 1439
By Council Members Salamanca, Rosenthal, Cumbo, Koslowitz, Chin, Adams, Rivera, Ayala, Gibson, Ampry-Samuel, Van Bramer and Levine

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the art commission to ensure that women are depicted in at least 50 percent of approved works

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 854 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new subdivision i to read as follows: 
i. At least 50 percent of works of art installed or erected upon or over land belonging to the city on or after January 1, 2020 that depict a nonfictional person, historical or otherwise, shall depict women.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, The Process: CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/about/the-process/" �http://createnyc.org/en/about/the-process/�.  


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, “Show Up!” CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/show-up/" �http://createnyc.org/show-up/�. 


� Id. 


� This entails a CreateNYC Ambassador representing and engaging with their neighborhood in the cultural plan process. This may include talking with neighbors, friends, parents, or youth group; organizing a conversation with the local Parent Teacher Association; or interviewing a classmate.  


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Step Up: CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/step-up/" �http://createnyc.org/en/step-up/�.  


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/home/" �http://createnyc.org/en/home/�. 


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Step Up: CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/step-up/" �http://createnyc.org/en/step-up/�.  


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, The Process: CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/about/the-process/" �http://createnyc.org/en/about/the-process/�.  


� Id.


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, CreateNYC: Executive Summary (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/createnyc/createnyc.page" �http://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/createnyc/createnyc.page�; Tanay Warerkar, NYC Will Bolster Arts Funding and Access Through Comprehensive Cultural Plan (July 19, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://ny.curbed.com/2017/7/19/15999034/create-nyc-arts-culture-plan" �https://ny.curbed.com/2017/7/19/15999034/create-nyc-arts-culture-plan�. 


� Id. 


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, CreateNYC: Executive Summary (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/createnyc/createnyc.page" �http://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/createnyc/createnyc.page�. 


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers (2017), available at � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/CreateNYC_Report_FIN.pdf" �http://createnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/CreateNYC_Report_FIN.pdf�.


� Department of Cultural Affairs, NYCulture: Public Artists in Residence (PAIR) (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "http://home2.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/public_artists/pair.shtml" �http://home2.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/public_artists/pair.shtml�.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� The protest hit national news when it turned violent and left one counter-protester dead. Maggie Astor, Christina Caron, and Daniel Victor, A Guide to the Charlottesville Aftermath (Aug. 13, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/13/us/charlottesville-virginia-overview.html" �https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/13/us/charlottesville-virginia-overview.html�; See Rachel Brown, Why the U.S. Capitol Still Hosts Confederate Monuments, National Geographic (Aug. 17, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/08/charlottesville-confederate-memorials-civil-war-racism-history/" �https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/08/charlottesville-confederate-memorials-civil-war-racism-history/� 


� Chris Kenning, Confederate Monuments Are Coming Down Across the United States, The New York Times (Aug. 15, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/16/us/confederate-monuments-removed.html" �https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/16/us/confederate-monuments-removed.html�. 


� Jess Bidgood, et. al, Confederate Monuments Are Coming Down Across the United States. Here’s a List, New York Times (Aug. 28, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/16/us/confederate-monuments-removed.html" �https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/16/us/confederate-monuments-removed.html� (explaining that two plaques honoring Robert E. Lee in Brooklyn were removed, including a plaque honoring a tree planted by Lee the 1840s).


� Edward Helmore, New York Mayor Considers Christopher Columbus Statue Removal, The Guardian (Aug. 25, 2017), available at 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/aug/25/new-york-christopher-columbus-statue-de-blasio" �https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/aug/25/new-york-christopher-columbus-statue-de-blasio�; Nicholas Lemann, What to Do with Monuments Whose History We’ve Forgotten, The New Yorker (Nov 26, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/what-to-do-with-monuments-whose-history-weve-forgotten" �https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/what-to-do-with-monuments-whose-history-weve-forgotten�.


� Brendan Krisel, Statue Of Doctor Who Experimented On Slaves Should Be Pulled Down In Central Park, Protesters Say, Patch (Aug. 22, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://patch.com/new-york/central-park/officials-call-removal-j-marion-sims-statue-central-park" �https://patch.com/new-york/central-park/officials-call-removal-j-marion-sims-statue-central-park�. 


� Greg Smith, A Look at Some of NYC’s Most Controversial Monuments as City Weighs Whether to Remove Iconic Statues, Daily News (Sep. 2, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/city-remove-nyc-iconic-statues-article-1.3464427" �https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/city-remove-nyc-iconic-statues-article-1.3464427�. 


� Amy Plitt, De Blasio says NYC will Review ‘Symbols of Hate’ on City Property, Curbed (Aug. 17, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://ny.curbed.com/2017/8/17/16162118/nyc-bill-de-blasio-monuments-review" �https://ny.curbed.com/2017/8/17/16162118/nyc-bill-de-blasio-monuments-review�. 


� The Commission was committed to a process of “historical reckoning” and “a nuanced understanding of the complicated histories we have inherited.” Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments and Markers. Report to the City of New York (Jan. 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf" �https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf�.


� Id. at p.4.


� Id. 


� Id. at p.7.


� Id. at 10.


� Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments and Markers. Report to the City of New York (Jan. 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf" �https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf�.


� Id. at 9.


� Id. at 11.


� The NYC Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments, and Markers, Report to the City of New York (Jan. 2018), available at 


� HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf" �https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf�; See Katherine Creag, Controversial Columbus Statue Will Stay, City Says, NBC (Jan. 12, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Christopher-Columbus-Statue-Controversial-Marion-Sims-468871243.html" �https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Christopher-Columbus-Statue-Controversial-Marion-Sims-468871243.html�; Andrew Falzon, CBS2 Exclusive: Columbus Statue Will Stay In Place, But With Caveats (Jan. 11, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2018/01/11/columbus-statue-will-stay-in-place/" �https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2018/01/11/columbus-statue-will-stay-in-place/�; Tanay Warerkar, NYC’s Monuments Review Concludes, Columbus Statue Will Remain in Place, Curbed (Jan. 12, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://ny.curbed.com/2018/1/12/16882718/columbus-statue-symbols-of-hate-review" �https://ny.curbed.com/2018/1/12/16882718/columbus-statue-symbols-of-hate-review�; The NYC Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments, and Markers, Report to the City of New York (Jan. 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf" �https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf�.


� Id.


� Id. at 12.


� Id.


� In September 2017, following the marches, protests and attacks at the “United the Right” rally led by white nationalist groups in Charlottesville, Virginia, Mayor Bill de Blasio signed Executive Order No. 30, which established the Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments, and Markers (the “Commission”). The Commission was tasked to serve as an advisory group to the Mayor by proposing non-binding recommendations that may include proposed principles for the City’s publish works collection; policies and actions the City may consider when reviewing and addressing City works; and additional initiatives to advance positive change and further City goals, and to issue its recommendations within 90 days. See Office of the Mayor of New York City, Executive Order No. 30 (Sept. 8, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/executive-orders/2017/eo_30.pdf" �https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/executive-orders/2017/eo_30.pdf�. 


� Office of the Mayor of New York City, She Built NYC: De Blasio Administration Announces Advisory Panel To Commission Public Artwork Honoring Local Women And Women’s History (Jun. 20, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/307-18/she-built-nyc-de-blasio-administration-advisory-panel-commission-public-artwork" \l "/0" �https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/307-18/she-built-nyc-de-blasio-administration-advisory-panel-commission-public-artwork#/0�.


� Id. 


� Id.


� Women.NYC, launched by the City of New York in May 2018, is a website that offers a growing portfolio of resources for working women – from free, expert legal and financial resources to mentorship grants. See � HYPERLINK "https://women.nyc/" �https://women.nyc/�. 


� Women.NYC, About She Built NYC (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/" �https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/�. 


� Shirley Anita Chisholm (1924-2005), was an American politician, educator and author. In 1964, she was the second Black women to serve in the New York state legislature after being elected to Assembly. Four years later, she became the first Black woman elected to the U.S. Congress, representing Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood in New York’s 12th congressional district for seven terms, from 1969 to 1983. In 1972, she became the first woman and African American to seek the nomination for president of the United States from one of the two major political parties. Chisholm overcame adversity and, as “Fighting Shirley,” she defied many congressional traditions, championing racial and gender equality, the plight of the poor, and ending the Vietnam War. She was also a co-founder of the National Women’s Political Caucus in 1971, and in 1977 became the first Black woman and second woman ever to serve on the influential House Rules Committee. See United States House of Representatives, CHISHOLM, Shirley Anita” History, Art & Archives (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "https://history.house.gov/People/Detail/10918" �https://history.house.gov/People/Detail/10918�; See also National Women’s History Museum, Shirley Chisholm (2015), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/shirley-chisholm" �https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/shirley-chisholm�. 


� See City of New York, Shirley Chisolm Selected as First She Built NYC Monument (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/" �https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/�. 


� Office of the Mayor of New York City, She Built NYC: De Blasio Administration Announces Shirley Chisholm, First Black Woman to Serve in Congress, Selected for New City-Funded Monument (Nov. 30, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/579-18/she-built-nyc-de-blasio-administration-shirley-chisholm-first-black-woman-serve-in" �https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/579-18/she-built-nyc-de-blasio-administration-shirley-chisholm-first-black-woman-serve-in�. 


� Azi Paybarah, N.Y. Today: The City Has Few Statues of Women. Here Comes Shirley Chisholm., New York Times (Nov. 30, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/30/nyregion/newyorktoday/new-york-news-chisholm-statue.html" �https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/30/nyregion/newyorktoday/new-york-news-chisholm-statue.html�. 


� The Percent for Art law, passed by the City Council in 1982, requires that one percent of the budget for eligible City-funded construction projects be spent on artwork for City facilities. The purpose of the Program is to make art accessible for all New Yorkers by bringing artists into the design process to enrich the City’s civic and community buildings. See New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, The Department of Cultural Affairs, Percent for Art (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dclapercentforart/index.page" �https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dclapercentforart/index.page�.


� Office of the Mayor of New York City, She Built NYC: De Blasio Administration Announces Shirley Chisholm, First Black Woman to Serve in Congress, Selected for New City-Funded Monument (Nov. 30, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/579-18/she-built-nyc-de-blasio-administration-shirley-chisholm-first-black-woman-serve-in" �https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/579-18/she-built-nyc-de-blasio-administration-shirley-chisholm-first-black-woman-serve-in�.


� Women.NYC, About She Built NYC (last visited Feb. 20, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/" �https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/�. 


� The Central Park statue will depict Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony and represents the first statue depicting a women, among over 20 statues depicting historical male figures. Women in the World staff, New York City to build its 1st statues of women in Central Park (Nov. 10, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "https://womenintheworld.com/2017/11/10/new-york-city-to-build-its-1st-statues-of-women-in-central-park/" �https://womenintheworld.com/2017/11/10/new-york-city-to-build-its-1st-statues-of-women-in-central-park/�; Paulina Cachero, Central Park (Finally) Builds Its First Real Female Statue, Makers (Jul. 20, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.makers.com/blog/monumental-women-builds-central-parks-first-female-statue" �https://www.makers.com/blog/monumental-women-builds-central-parks-first-female-statue�.


� As noted above, She Built NYC’s first statue will depict NYC Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, who was also the first female African American candidate for President of the United States. New York City, SheBuiltNYC (last visited Feb. 14, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/" �https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/�; Chloe Foussianes, A New Initiative Is Bringing More Statues of Women to New York City (Dec. 10, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/money-and-power/a25459913/she-built-nyc-statues-of-women-new-york-city/" �https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/money-and-power/a25459913/she-built-nyc-statues-of-women-new-york-city/�; New York City, About SheBuiltNYC (last visited Feb. 14, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/" �https://women.nyc/she-built-nyc/�; Women in the World staff, New York City Launches Monumental Initiative to Give Women their Proper Respect (Jun. 20, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://womenintheworld.com/2018/06/20/new-york-city-launches-monumental-initiative-to-give-women-their-proper-respect/" \t "_blank" �https://womenintheworld.com/2018/06/20/new-york-city-launches-monumental-initiative-to-give-women-their-proper-respect/�.


� Gina Bellafante, Is a Planned Monument to Women’s Rights Racist?, New York Times (Jan. 17, 2019), available at


� HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/17/nyregion/is-a-planned-monument-to-womens-rights-racist.html" �https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/17/nyregion/is-a-planned-monument-to-womens-rights-racist.html�.


� Id.


� Women in the World staff, Gloria Steinem Flags Serious Concerns about NYC’s Planned Monument to Women’s Suffrage (Jan. 18, 2019), available at � HYPERLINK "https://womenintheworld.com/2019/01/18/gloria-steinem-flags-serious-concerns-about-nycs-planned-monument-to-womens-suffrage/" �https://womenintheworld.com/2019/01/18/gloria-steinem-flags-serious-concerns-about-nycs-planned-monument-to-womens-suffrage/�.


� This is especially the case with the She Built NYC initiative as Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen will leave her position with the de Blasio Administration in March of this year. See Amy Plitt, Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen Will Step Down in 2019, Curbed (Dec. 20, 2018), available at https://ny.curbed.com/2018/12/20/18150073/alicia-glen-city-hall-bill-de-blasio-resignation.


� Maya Rhodan, Inside the Push for More Public Statues of Notable Women, Time (Aug. 17, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "http://time.com/4903612/women-statues-san-francisco/" �http://time.com/4903612/women-statues-san-francisco/�. 


� The NYC Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments, and Markers, Report to the City of New York (Jan. 2018), available at 


� HYPERLINK "https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf" �https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/monuments/downloads/pdf/mac-monuments-report.pdf�; Jelani Cobb, New York City’s Controversial Monuments Will Remain, but Their Meaning Will Be More Complicated, The New Yorker (Jan. 12, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/new-york-citys-controversial-monuments-will-remain-but-their-meaning-will-be-more-complicated" �https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/new-york-citys-controversial-monuments-will-remain-but-their-meaning-will-be-more-complicated�; Katherine Creag, Controversial Columbus Statue Will Stay, City Says, NBC (Jan. 12, 2018), available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Christopher-Columbus-Statue-Controversial-Marion-Sims-468871243.html" �https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Christopher-Columbus-Statue-Controversial-Marion-Sims-468871243.html�; Andrew Falzon, CBS2 Exclusive: Columbus Statue Will Stay In Place, But With Caveats (Jan. 11, 2018), available at


� HYPERLINK "https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2018/01/11/columbus-statue-will-stay-in-place/" �https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2018/01/11/columbus-statue-will-stay-in-place/�; Tanay Warerkar, NYC’s Monuments Review Concludes, Columbus Statue Will Remain in Place, Curbed (Jan. 12, 2018), available at


� HYPERLINK "https://ny.curbed.com/2018/1/12/16882718/columbus-statue-symbols-of-hate-review" �https://ny.curbed.com/2018/1/12/16882718/columbus-statue-symbols-of-hate-review�.
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