
- 5 –









Staff:
Jay B. DamashekPRIVATE 

Counsel to the Committee on









Governmental Operations









Barbara Montefel









Legislative Policy Analyst[image: image1.png]




T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE LEGAL AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION


RICHARD M. WEINBERG, DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL


COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

CHAIR MARY PINKETT

February 28, 2000

INT. NO. 450-A:

By:
Council Member Miller, the Public Advocate (Mr. Green), Council Members Pinkett, Spigner, Robles, Carrion, Clarke, DiBrienza, Fisher, Freed, Henry, Koslowitz, Leffler, Linares, Lopez, Marshall, Michels, Moskowitz, O’Donovan, Perkins, Provenzano, Quinn,  Reed, Rivera, Warden, Watkins, White and Wooten; also Council Members Malave-Dilan, Eldridge, Foster, Lasher, Povman and Robinson.

TITLE:



A local law to establish a system to distribute voter registration forms at certain agencies.

NEW YORK CITY CHARTER:
Amends Chapter 46 by adding a new section 1058. 

BACKGROUND AND INTENT – INT. NO. 450-A

Current federal and state law requires that a sophisticated computerized voter registration plan be put in place in motor vehicle agencies.  However, while more than 91% of New York State residents eighteen and over outside of New York City hold driver’s licenses, less than 50% of City residents do.  Int. No. 450 would require certain City agencies to distribute voter registration forms to clients when they first apply for services or when they recertify or change their address.  This procedure has been found to be highly effective in registering new voters and updating voter registration rolls in places across the country that have implemented similar programs.

Analysis – Int. No. 450-A

Participating Agencies 


The following agencies are designated as participating voter registration agencies and must implement and administer a program of distributing voter registration forms pursuant to Int. No. 450-A:



-
The Administration for Child Services



-
The Civilian Complaint Review Board



-
The Commission on Human Rights



-
Community Boards



-
The Department of Business Services



-
The Department of Citywide Administrative Services



-
The Department of Consumer Affairs



-
The Department of Correction

· The Department of Employment

· The Department of Environmental Protection



-
The Department of Finance 



-
The Department of Health



-
The Department of Homeless Services



-
The Department of Housing, Preservation and Development



-
The Department of Mental Health



-
The Department of Parks and Recreation



-
The Department of Probation



-
The Department of Transportation



-
The Department of Youth and Community Development


Participating agencies shall include a mandate in all new or renewed agreements with those subcontractors having regular contact with the public in the daily administration of their business to follow the guidelines of Int. No. 450-A.


Requirements of Participating Agencies

Participating agencies shall:

1) provide and distribute voter registration forms to all persons upon application for services, renewal or recertification for services and change of address relating to such services.  Participating agency staff shall provide assistance in completing these distributed voter registration forms, if so requested.  These forms must also be provided in agency communications regarding services sent through the United States mail; and a request for such forms must be incorporated through computer terminals, the World Wide Web or the Internet when such means are used regarding agency services; and

2) adopt such rules and regulations as may be necessary to implement Int.

 No.450-A; and 


3)
transmit any completed application forms from all applicants who wish to have such forms transmitted to the Board of Elections of the City of New York within two weeks of the receipt of such completed forms; and


4)
transmit a completed
form to the Board of Elections of the City of New York not later than five days after the date of acceptance, if such form is accepted by the participating agency within five days before the last day to vote in a citywide election; and


5)
at the earliest possible or next regularly scheduled printing of their forms, physically incorporate the voter registration forms with their own application forms in a manner that permits the voter registration portion to be detached therefrom; and 

6) use Board of Elections of the City of New York coded voter registration forms

which designate such forms as originating from participating agencies.

Prohibitions

Employees of a participating agency who provide voter registration assistance shall not:


1)
seek to influence an applicant’s political preference or party designation;


2)
display any political preference or party allegiance;


3)
make any statement to the applicant or take any action the purpose or effect of which is to discourage the applicant from registering to vote; or


4)
make any statement to an applicant the purpose or effect of which is to lead the applicant to believe that a decision to register or not to register has any bearing on the availability of services or benefits.

Promotional Materials

Each participating agency, department, division and office that makes available voter registration forms shall prominently display promotional materials designed and approved by the New York City or State Board of Elections.

New York City Voter Assistance Commission Guidelines

The New York City Voter Assistance Commission shall prepare and distribute to participating agencies written advisory agency guidelines as to the implementation of Int. No. 450-A and may establish training programs for employees of participating agencies.  Participating agencies may consider such advisory agency guidelines in the promulgation of their rules and regulations.

Severability

Int. No. 450-A contains a severability clause that states should any provision or application of Int. No. 450-A be determined to be unlawful or unenforceable, all other provisions and applications of  Int. No. 450-A shall nevertheless continue in full force and effect.

Effective Date

Int. No. 450-A shall take effect ninety days after its enactment.
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