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RES. NO. 1634:
By:
Council Member Berman (by the request of the Mayor)

TITLE:
Resolution authorizing the filing of applications for state assistance payments for projects to implement the Hudson River Estuary Action Plan within the City of New York and the signing of associated state contracts under the appropriate laws of New York State.

Background


Article 54 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law (“ECL”) sets up an environmental protection fund for the funding of certain environmental goals. This Resolution authorizes the Commissioner of the City’s Department of Parks and Recreation to apply for such state assistance payments for two projects, and, if the applications are approved, to enter into project agreements for state assistance contracts.

PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS: 


The following are general descriptions of the two projects for which state assistance payments are being sought, according to the Mayor’s Memorandum in support of the Resolution.  The first project, located in Manhattan, would install a floating dock and small boat container on the Harlem River at Inwood Hill Park, to provide public access to the river for hand-launched boating, fishing and recreation, as well as to provide a base for environmental education programs.  The second project, located in Staten Island, would restore and protect the aquatic upland ecosystem in Clove Lakes Park by removing invasive vines and saplings, stabilizing the hillside and reintroducing native plants. 

ANALYSIS:
Title 3 of Article 11 of the ECL establishes a Hudson River estuarine district which includes the title waters of the Hudson river, and the tidal waters of its tributaries and wetlands from the federal lock and dam at Troy, to the Verrazano-Narrows (§11-0306). This section provides that the state Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) establish a Hudson River estuary management program  in order to protect, preserve restore and enhance the Hudson River estuary.

While state assistance payments to support projects to implement the Hudson River Estuary plan are specifically authorized in the 1996 Clean Water/Air Bond Act (ECL Article 56), the Administration has been informed by the DEC that this year funding for these projects will be available under the Environmental Protection Act (ECL Article 54).  Article 54 generally provides for applications to be made by municipalities for the state assistance payments, and further provides for approval of the municipality’s governing body. Article 54 also generally requires that the municipality enter into a contract with the state DEC for the undertaking of the project.



Resolution 1634:


This resolution, if adopted by the City Council, would authorize the filing of applications with the state DEC for state assistance payments for the two projects to implement the Hudson River Estuary Action Plan. In addition, the resolution would authorize the execution of any contracts required under Articles 54 of the ECL in connection with such state assistance payments.  The resolution would direct and authorize Henry J. Stern, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, to be the official representative of New York City in any matters dealing with the application for state assistance payments, including providing any additional information to the state DEC and executing the resulting contracts, if any.
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