Int. No. 1089

By Council Members Gonzalez, Chin, Comrie, James, Koo, Lander, Mendez, Richards and Rose 

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, the New York city building code and the New York city mechanical code, in relation to allowing elevation of certain building systems in flood-prone areas.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Subsection 770.48(A) of section 27-3025 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 39 for the year 2011, is amended to read as follows:


SECTION 770.48

Subsection 770.48(A) - Add a new second sentence and two exceptions to the end of subsection 770.48(A) to read as follows: All other cables shall be considered to be within the building.

Exception No. 1: In areas of special flood hazard, as defined in Section G201.2 of the New York City Building Code, the length of such cabling may exceed 15 m (50 ft) to the extent necessary to provide direct delivery to a level 5 feet (1.52 m) above the design flood elevation specified in Section 7.1 (Table 7-1) of Section BC G501.1 of the New York City Building Code. 

Exception No. 2: In areas of moderate flood hazard, as defined in Section G201.2 of the New York City Building Code, the length of such cabling may exceed 15 m (50 ft) to the extent necessary to provide direct delivery to a level 5 feet (1.52 m) above the moderate flood elevation, as defined in Section BC G201.2 of the New York City Building Code.


§2. Section 27-3025 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 39 for the year 2011, is amended by adding a new subsection 800.48 to read as follows:


SECTION 800.48


Section 800.48 - Add two exceptions to the end of section 800.48 to read as follows:

Exception No. 1: In areas of special flood hazard, as defined in Section G201.2 of the New York City Building Code, the length of such cabling may exceed 15 m (50 ft) to the extent necessary to provide direct delivery to a level 5 feet (1.52 m) above the design flood elevation specified in Section 7.1 (Table 7-1) of Section BC G501.1 of the New York City Building Code. 

Exception No. 2: In areas of moderate flood hazard, as defined in Section G201.2 of the New York City Building Code, the length of such cabling may exceed 15 m (50 ft) to the extent necessary to provide direct delivery to a level 5 feet (1.52 m) above the moderate flood elevation, as defined in Section G201.2 of the New York City Building Code.

§3. Section BC 202 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding new definitions of “AREA OF MODERATE FLOOD HAZARD,” “MODERATE FLOOD” and “MODERATE FLOOD ELEVATION” in appropriate alphabetical order to read as follows:

AREA OF MODERATE FLOOD HAZARD. See Section G201.2.

MODERATE FLOOD. See Section G201.2.

MODERATE FLOOD ELEVATION. See Section G201.2.

§4. Section BC G201.2 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding new definitions of “AREA OF MODERATE FLOOD HAZARD,” “MODERATE FLOOD” and “MODERATE FLOOD ELEVATION” in appropriate alphabetical order to read as follows: 

AREA OF MODERATE FLOOD HAZARD. The land in the flood plain delineated on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) as subject to a chance of flooding that is 0.2 percent or greater, but less than one percent, in any given year. Areas of moderate flood hazard are designated on the FIRM as X-Zones (shaded) and are also known as the five hundred year flood plain.

MODERATE FLOOD. The flood having a 0.2 percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.

MODERATE FLOOD ELEVATION. The elevation of the moderate flood, including wave height, as specified on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) or as determined in accordance with Section G103.3.
§5. Section BC G307 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding new sections BC G307.4 and BC G307.5 to read as follows:


G307.4 Reserved.

G307.5 Fuel-oil storage. Fuel-oil storage in areas of special flood hazard and areas of moderate flood hazard shall comply with this section.

G307.5.1 Vault. Each fuel-oil storage tank shall be separately enclosed in a vault complying with the following requirements:

1. The walls, floor, and top of such vault shall have a fire resistance rating of not less than 3 hours;

2. The walls of such vault shall be bonded to the floor of such vault;

3. The top and walls of such vault shall be independent of or connected to the building structure;

4. An exterior building wall having a fire resistance rating of not less than 3 hours shall be permitted to serve as a wall of such vault;

5. The vault shall be located in a dedicated room or area of the building that is separated vertically and horizontally from other areas of the building by construction having a fire resistance rating of not less than 2 hours;

G307.5.2 Extinguishing system. Fuel-oil storage shall be protected with an alternate extinguishing system complying with Section BC 904.

G307.5.3 Capacity limits. Fuel-oil storage shall comply with Section MC 1305.11.1.3 of the New York city mechanical code except:

1. In A-Zones, fuel-oil on the lowest story having its floor above the design flood elevation specified in ASCE 24, Table 2-1, shall be limited to 3,000 gallons (11 356 L) and no storage tank may exceed the lesser of 1,500 gallons (5 678 L) or the quantity of fuel-oil needed to operate the emergency or standby generator(s) served by such tank for 24 hours;

2. In V-Zones, fuel oil on the lowest story having its floor above the design flood elevation specified in ASCE 24, Table 4-1, shall be limited to 3,000 gallons (11 356 L) and no storage tank may exceed the lesser of 1,500 gallons (5 678 L) or the quantity of fuel-oil needed to operate the emergency or standby generator(s) served by such tank for 24 hours; and

3. In areas of moderate flood hazard, fuel oil on the lowest story having its floor above the moderate flood elevation shall be limited to 3,000 gallons (11 356 L) and no storage tank may exceed the lesser of 1,500 gallons (5 678 L) or the quantity of fuel-oil needed to operate the emergency or standby generator(s) served by such tank for 24 hours.

§6. Section MC 1305.11.1.3 of the New York city mechanical code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:

1305.11.1.3 Inside of buildings; above the lower floor. Fuel-oil above the lowest floor inside of a building shall be limited to 330 gallons (1249 L) per story. The maximum quantity shall include oversized piping as described in 1305.9.12. Piping installations shall comply with the requirements of Section 1305.9.

Exception: Fuel-oil storage in areas of special flood hazard and areas of moderate flood hazard, as defined in Section BC G201.2 of the New York city building code, shall comply with Section BC G307.5 of the New York city building code.


§7. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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