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INTRODUCTION


On November 9, 2010, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, and the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Letitia James, will hold a joint hearing on Int. No. 375.  This legislation would allow vehicles to park on the restricted side of a street which is subject to alternate side parking rules without being ticketed if the owner is in the vehicle and able to move it or if the street has already been cleaned.  Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”), and Commissioner John J. Doherty, New York City Department of Sanitation (“DSNY”), community boards, civic groups and transportation advocates.  

BACKGROUND

Under the New York City Charter, DSNY is responsible for maintaining the cleanliness of the streets of the City of New York.
  The City’s 59 sanitation districts, which are coterminous with community board districts, are divided up into 234 smaller sections to facilitate coordination of services.
  DSNY conducts street cleaning routes in all but three of the sanitation districts, running such routes as frequently as four days per week in certain residential neighborhoods.
  In total, DSNY schedules 46,000 street cleaning routes to accommodate the roughly 6,000 linear miles of streets in the City.

To perform the City’s street cleaning operations, DSNY, in conjunction with the Department of Transportation (“DOT”), imposes and enforces alternate side parking (“ASP”) rules, which prohibits cars from being parked on designated streets during certain specified times, usually between 90 minutes and three hours – and usually on two or three days of the week – to enable mechanical brooms to sweep the streets.
  The Department owns 450 such mechanical brooms and roughly 200 mechanical brooms are used on a daily basis to conduct the City’s street cleaning duties.
  In addition to the use of mechanical brooms, the Department assigns approximately 254 sanitation workers to address larger or more labor intensive litter problems.
  Finally, DSNY has sought to diminish the incidence of excessive and chronic street litter through its Neighborhood Intensive Clean-Up Effort (NICE), which aims to address district specific litter problems by working with community leaders and other City agencies.

In some residential neighborhoods where parking is scarce, alternate side parking regulation can cause an inconvenience for residents who own cars by requiring them to move their vehicles without there being an alternative place to park.  According to the bill’s sponsor, City Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, drivers in these neighborhoods will wait in their cars for more than hour after the street-cleaning trucks go by.
  Also, some drivers, instead of waiting for hours, will leave their cars empty, double parked illegally, rather than risk a ticket on the other side of the street.
  The Sanitation Department is still reviewing the bill, but spokesman Vito Turso said it could pose logistical hurdles.

ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 375 would amend chapter two of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (“the Code”) by adding a new section 19-214 entitled “Restrictions on issuing notices of violation for alternate side of the street parking violations.” Subdivision a of new section 19-214 would define the term “roadway” to mean that portion of the street ordinarily used for vehicular travel.  Subdivision b of new section 19-214 would provide that no notice of violation would be issued to a driver or owner of a motor vehicle for violating alternate side of the street parking rules on a day when such rules are in effect if the driver or owner is in the vehicle, and ready to move it when the street cleaning vehicle approaches, or if the roadway under where such vehicle is parked has already been swept on such day. 
Section two would provide that this local law take effect sixty days after its enactment into law. 
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A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing vehicles to park on the restricted side of a street which is subject to alternate side parking rules without being ticketed if the owner is in the vehicle and able to move it or if the street has already been cleaned.
 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

      Section 1.  Chapter two of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-214 to read as follows:
      §19-214  Restrictions on issuing notices of violation for alternate side of the street parking violations.  a.  For the purposes of this section, the term "roadway" shall mean that portion of the street ordinarily used for vehicular travel.       
b. No notice of violation shall be issued to a driver or owner of a motor vehicle for violating alternate side of the street parking rules on a day when such rules are in effect if the driver or owner is in the vehicle and ready to move it when the street cleaning vehicle approaches or if the roadway under where such vehicle is parked has already been swept on such day. 
      §2.      This local law shall take effect sixty days after its enactment into law.
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