New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 279

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Lee

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to exempting ambulettes from certain bus lane restrictions and allowing them to double park to assist passengers

Submitted by:
Council Member Lee

Justification:
New Yorkers who rely on ambulettes - including seniors and people with disabilities - often need door-to-door assistance that requires extra time for loading, unloading, and safely escorting a passenger. Current bus-lane and parking rules can make it difficult for ambulettes to stop close enough to a building entrance, forcing passengers to travel farther or navigate unsafe conditions, and exposing drivers to repeated tickets even when they are providing essential assistance.

This legislation addresses this practical access issue by allowing ambulettes, when necessary to receive or discharge a passenger, to (1) drive in bus lanes while restrictions are in effect, (2) stop/stand in a bus lane during passenger pickup/drop-off (including escorting), and (3) temporarily double-park for that purpose—while requiring hazard lights to be on during these stops. This bill improves safe, timely paratransit service without changing the underlying rules for general traffic.
