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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Preston Niblack, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 264-A


Committee:
Environmental Protection



	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the use of air conditioning systems.


	Sponsors:
Council Members Brewer, Gonzalez, Koppell, Mark-Viverito, Martinez, Recchia, Jr., Vallone Jr., Weprin, Garodnick, McMahon, Nelson, Lappin, Gioia, Liu, Monserrate, Mendez, Vacca, White, Jr., and Avella. 

	Summary of Legislation: This legislation would amend title 20 of the administrative code of the City of New York by adding a new chapter 7 in relation to the use of air conditioning systems by commercial establishments. Subdivision b of chapter 7 would prohibit commercial establishments from leaving their doors ajar while air conditioners or central cooling systems are on as an energy conservation measure, except when necessary for entrances and exits and deliveries.  This use of such practice is found to increase power plant related pollution and place heightened energy demands on local utilities during hot summer months, which may lead to power shortages.  This shall not apply during an emergency situation that requires an exterior door to be kept open.

This bill authorizes the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) to enforce this legislation and authorizes the Environmental Control Board the power to impose the civil penalty in the chapter.
Violators of this law shall receive a written warning for the first violation, and shall be liable for a civil penalty in the amount of $200 for each open door for a second violation within an eighteen month period and $400 for each open door for a third and subsequent violation within an eighteen month period.


	Effective Date: This local law shall take effect in ninety days, except that the Commissioner of DCA shall take such actions as necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date. 



	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2009.



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY09
FY Succeeding

Effective FY10
Full Fiscal

Impact FY09
Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

$0

$0



	Impact on Revenues:  The impact for revenues cannot yet be determined because of the nature of the first violation as a warning only.


	Impact on Expenditures:  There would be minimal impact on expenditures due to the enactment of this legislation.



	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Not applicable



	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division 

                                                    Office of Management and Budget


	Estimate Prepared By:         Shadawn Smith, Legislative Financial Analyst

                                                   Latonia McKinney, Assistant Director



	History:   The legislation was introduced and referred to the Environmental Protection Committee on April 26, 2006.  A joint hearing between the Environmental Protection Committee and the Consumer Affairs Committee was held on March 2, 2007.  The legislation was laid over and will be reconsidered on August 14, 2008.

	Date Submitted to Council:   April 26, 2006


