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THE COUNCIL

COMMITTEE REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION 
Robert Newman, Legislative Director

COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

Hon. Michael Nelson, Chairperson
December 18, 2009

RES. NO. 1924-A: 
By The Speaker (Council Member Quinn) and Council Members Gerson, Brewer, Comrie, Dickens, Fidler, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Mealy, Palma, Recchia Jr., Stewart, Weprin, White Jr., Lappin, Nelson, Liu, Arroyo, Seabrook and Gennaro.
TITLE:

Resolution commending the bi-partisan efforts of the New York State congressional delegation and acknowledging the support of New Jersey Senators Menendez and Lautenberg, calling upon Congress to amend the bill to reduce the City of New York’s contribution level currently allocated and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act of 2009 as soon as possible and send it to President Obama for signature; and calling on Congress to strongly consider adding the health conditions identified in section 2(36) of the Retirement and Social Security Law of the State of New York, including relevant cancers, as qualifying health conditions approved for treatment in the Act.
INTRODUCTION
On December 18, 2009, the Committee on Civil Service and Labor, chaired by Council Member Nelson, will hold a hearing on Proposed Res. No. 1924-A, a resolution calling on Congress to amend and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act.  The committee held an earlier hearing on the resolution on May 21, 2009.  This resolution commends the New York and New Jersey congressional delegation for their work on the bill and calls on Congress to amend the bill to lower New York City’s contribution level for treatment and monitoring costs and to strongly consider including certain cancers as covered illnesses.
BACKGROUND & ANALYSIS
The “James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act,” (“the Zadroga Bill”) H.R. 847, sponsored by United States Representative Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) was first introduced in the House in February of 2009.
  Since then a similar version of the bill sponsored by Kristen Gillibrand (D-NY) has been introduced in the Senate (S.1334).
   This bill would provide many persons exposed to the toxins of Ground Zero a right to be medically monitored and confers upon many who are sick as a result of such exposure a right to treatment. The legislation would build on the expertise of the Centers of Excellence; expand care to the whole exposed community, including residents, area workers and students, and to the thousands of people who came from across the country to respond to the 9/11 attacks; and provide compensation for economic damages and losses by reopening the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund.  The Act would further provide a process for additional health conditions to be added to the current list of enumerated conditions, or for someone to receive treatment at a Center of Excellence who has a condition not covered as an enumerated condition should certain thresholds be met.
At the May 21st hearing, the Council heard testimony in support of federal funding for the maintenance and expansion of WTC-related monitoring and treatment programs.  There was also testimony given regarding the need for certain types of cancers to be included for coverage under the Zadroga Bill.  
Although the New York City Council is in favor of many aspects of the Zadroga Bill, Res. No. 1924-A urges Congress to amend H.R. 847 to reduce the City’s contribution level.  Currently under H.R. 847, the City would be required to fund 10% of the entire treatment and monitoring costs for those eligible, regardless of whether they are New York City residents, with a maximum of $500 million over ten years,  with the City maintaining no oversight over this expense.   This resolution would call for the House version of the bill to be amended in accordance with the Senate version, which would cut the City’s responsibility of funding under the Act from a maximum of $500 million to a maximum of $250 million.  
This resolution would also call upon Congress to strongly consider amending the list of covered illnesses.  There is increasing evidence of causal relationship between time spent at or near the World Trade Center site by both emergency responders and local workers and residents and the onset of certain cancers.  In recognition of this link there exists a presumption under state law that certain cancers are causally related to 9/11 exposure for purposes of workers receiving state benefits.
 The resolution would cite evidence tending to show a causal connection between cancers and exposure to 9/11 toxins, and would call on Congress to strongly consider adding cancer as an enumerated condition under the Act.  By adopting this resolution, the Council also urges parity in the medical treatment for all affected first responders, workers and residents.
Update

On Friday, December 18, 2009 the Committee adopted this legislation by a vote of five in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no abstentions.

Accordingly, the Committee recommends its adoption.

� H.R. 847,111th Cong. (2009) 


� S. 1334, 111th Cong. (2009) 


� NY CLS Retire & SS §507-c
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