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          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I call the

          3  meeting to order.

          4                 Welcome, everybody. I am honored to

          5  preside over the first meeting of the new City

          6  Council.

          7                 Many of you, like me, are beginning

          8  new terms. I know some of you well, and look forward

          9  to working with you again. I hope to form new

         10  partnerships with those I have not known in the

         11  past.

         12                 As I reinvent the position of Public

         13  Advocate, and you form a new Council, I know we will

         14  be partners in improving the services we give to the

         15  people of the City of New York.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 Will the clerk please read the call

         18  for today's Charter Meeting.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: M 1. Call For

         20  Charter Meeting.

         21                 January 1, 2002.

         22                 The Honorable Victor L. Robles.

         23                 City Clerk, and Clerk of the Council

         24

         25                 Dear City Clerk Robles:

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 Pursuant to Section 42 of the New

          3  York City Charter, the Charter meeting of the 2002

          4  Council of the City of New York will be held on

          5  Wednesday, January the 9th, 2002, at 12:00 noon, in

          6  the Council Chambers, second floor, City Hall, New

          7  York, New York.

          8

          9                 Sincerely,

         10

         11                 Betsy Gotbaum

         12                 Public Advocate

         13

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I order the

         15  call to be Received, Ordered, Printed and Filed.

         16                 Pursuant to Section 42 of the New

         17  York City Charter, I hereby call this meeting to

         18  order and direct the City Clerk and the Clerk of the

         19  Council to read the communication from the Board of

         20  Elections stating the list of elected City Council

         21  Members.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: M 2.

         23                 Board of Elections-List of Elected

         24  City Officials.

         25
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          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 January 1, 2002

          3

          4                 Honorable Victor L. Robles

          5                 City Clerk and Clerk of the Council

          6

          7                 Dear City Clerk Robles:

          8                 Please be hereby advised that the

          9  following named persons were elected Members of the

         10  City Council of New York on November 6, 2001:

         11                 1st District, Alan J. Gerson.

         12                 2nd, Margarita Lopez.

         13                 3rd, Christine C. Quinn.

         14                 4th, Eva S. Moskowitz.

         15                 5th, A. Gifford Miller.

         16                 6th, Gale A. Brewer.

         17                 7th, Robert Jackson.

         18                 8th, Philip Reed.

         19                 9th, Bill Perkins.

         20                 10th, Miguel Martinez.

         21                 11th, G. Oliver Koppell.

         22                 12th, Larry B. Seabrook.

         23                 13th, Madeline Provenzano.

         24                 14th, Maria Baez.

         25                 15th, Joel Rivera.
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          2                 16th, Helen D. Foster.

          3                 17th, Jose Serrano.

          4                 18th, Ruben Diaz.

          5                 19th, Tony Avella.

          6                 20th, John C. Liu.

          7                 21st, Hiram Monserrate.

          8                 22nd, Peter F. Vallone, Jr.

          9                 23rd, David I. Weprin.

         10                 24th, James F. Gennaro.

         11                 25th, Helen Sears.

         12                 26th, Eric N. Gioia.

         13                 27th, Leroy G. Comrie.

         14                 28th, Allan W. Jennings.

         15                 29th, Melinda R. Katz.

         16                 30th, Dennis P. Gallagher.

         17                 31st, James Sanders.

         18                 32nd, Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.

         19                 33rd, David Yassky.

         20                 34th, Diana Reyna.

         21                 35th, James E. Davis.

         22                 36th, Albert Vann.

         23                 37th, Eric Martin-Dilan.

         24                 38th, Angel Rodriguez.

         25                 39th, Bill DeBlasio.
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          2                 40th, Yvette D. Clarke.

          3                 41st, Tracy L. Boyland.

          4                 42nd, Charles Barron.

          5                 43rd, Martin J. Golden.

          6                 44th, Simcha Felder.

          7                 45th, Kendall B. Stewart.

          8                 46th, Lewis A. Fidler.

          9                 47th, Domenic M. Recchia, Jr.

         10                 48th, Michael C. Nelson.

         11                 49th, Michael E. McMahon.

         12                 50th, James S. Oddo.

         13                 51st, Andrew J. Lanza.

         14

         15                 Sincerely,

         16                 Jon Del Giorno

         17                 Administrative Manager.

         18

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I order this

         20  communication to be Received, Ordered, Printed and

         21  Filed.

         22                 Will the City Clerk and the Clerk of

         23  the Council perform the formal ceremony of the duly

         24  elected Council members taking their oath of office.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Please rise, all
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          2  Council Members, and raise your right hand and

          3  repeat after me.

          4                 We do solemnly swear or affirm...

          5                 ALL MEMBERS: We do solemnly swear or

          6  affirm...

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: To support the

          8  Constitution of the United States...

          9                 ALL MEMBERS: To support the

         10  Constitution of the United States...

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Constitution

         12  of the State of New York...

         13                 ALL MEMBERS: The Constitution of the

         14  State of New York...

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Charter of the

         16  City of New York.

         17                 ALL MEMBERS: The Charter of the City

         18  of New York...

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And that I will

         20  faithfully discharge the duties of...

         21                 ALL MEMBERS: And that I will

         22  faithfully discharge the duties of...

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council Members

         24  within our respective districts...

         25                 ALL MEMBERS: Council Members within
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          2  our respective districts...

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: To the best of our

          4  ability...

          5                 ALL MEMBERS: To the best of our

          6  ability...

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: So help us God.

          8                 ALL MEMBERS: So help us God.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Congratulations.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         11  clerk call the roll for the purpose of ascertaining

         12  the presence of a quorum.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Miller.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum

         20  then.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         22  quorum.

         23                 Please rise for today's invocation

         24  given by Rabbi Jonathan Glass of the Civic Center

         25  Synagogue.
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          2                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you very much.

          3                 Twelve years ago I was the new kid on

          4  the block, invited by Miriam Friedlander, my then

          5  Councilperson. Now you people are the new kids on

          6  the block, I'm the veteran, but I still think it's

          7  appropriate to read what I did at that time so long

          8  ago.

          9                 Men and women of the City Council:

         10  those of us in government have a hallowed task and

         11  must endeavor to view it as such. We bring all the

         12  knowledge, expertise and experience we can muster to

         13  perform the job at hand.

         14                 Nevertheless, we recognize that after

         15  all that, there is a need for some form of Divine

         16  guidance. Even the most trained technician often

         17  feels that he or she operates with a little help

         18  from above. So, too, we accept that for every tough

         19  decision, this help is in order.

         20                 It says on every currency minted in

         21  this country "In God We Trust," and part of that

         22  trust is in knowing that if we truly beseech that

         23  help, he will surely bestow it on us.

         24                 Towards that end, I invoke my

         25  blessing on this meeting of the City Council that
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          2  its accomplishments will benefit all of the citizens

          3  of our great City of New York.

          4                 Amen.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I would like

          6  to recognize Councilman Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam

          8  Advocate, fellow members, Rabbi Glass has served my

          9  district and this Chamber for over 12 years. The

         10  Civic Center Synagogue and Art Gallery sits 12

         11  blocks from the World Trade Center Ground Zero site.

         12  On the morning of September 11th, and during the

         13  horrific and difficult hours and days which

         14  followed, Rabbi Glass' spiritual leadership,

         15  personal courage and community commitment sustained

         16  and uplifted peoples of all faiths and backgrounds.

         17  His synagogue provided shelter for displaced persons

         18  in schools, and his guidance provided nurture for

         19  distressed souls. Our entire City is indeed blessed

         20  with the presence of Rabbi Jonathan Glass.

         21                 It is therefore my honor and

         22  privilege to move to spread the invocation in full

         23  upon the record.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: If there be

         25  no objections, it is so ordered.
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          2                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Communication

          4  from the Mayor - Submitting the name of Rose Gill

          5  Hearn to the Council, appointment as Commissioner of

          6  Investigation.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Rules,

          8  Privileges and Elections.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Communication

         10  from the Mayor (Rudolph W. Giuliani). Veto. Intro.

         11  262-A, in relation to suspension of alternate side

         12  of the street parking on religious holidays.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         14  Transportation.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 5.

         16  Communication from the Mayor (Rudolph W. Giuliani).

         17  Veto. Intro. 723, in relation to campaign

         18  contributions.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Governmental

         20  Operations.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 6.

         22  Communication from the Mayor (Rudolph W. Giuliani).

         23  Veto. Intro. 968, in relation to licensing of

         24  newsstands.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Consumer
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          2  Affairs.

          3                 Petitions and Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 7.

          5  Communication from the Republican members of the

          6  Council.

          7                 Designating and appointing James S.

          8  Oddo as Minority Leader of the New York City

          9  Council, for the term commencing on January 1st,

         10  2002.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         12  Congratulations, Mr. Oddo.

         13                 I would like to recognize Council

         14  Member Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Public

         16  Advocate, Members of the Council, I hereby make a

         17  motion that pursuant to Section 46 of the New York

         18  City Charter that the 1998 to 2001 Rules of the

         19  Council be adopted and in effect until said rules

         20  shall be otherwise amended or modified.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Are there

         22  any seconds?

         23                 Councilwoman.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I second

         25  it.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          3                 Mr. Clerk, would you please call the

          4  roll.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion

         12  adopted.

         13                 Rules are adopted by a vote of 50

         14  affirmative, and no negatives.

         15                 I would like to now recognize

         16  Councilman Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I rise today to speak on behalf of my

         20  friend, and my colleague, Gifford Miller.

         21                 Council Member Miller has proven

         22  himself to be a thoughtful, dedicated and energetic

         23  leader. He is uniquely prepared to lead this body.

         24  As Speaker, he will be a strong voice on behalf of

         25  this institution.
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          2                 It is my distinct honor and privilege

          3  to nominate for the Office of Speaker of the New

          4  York City Council, pursuant to Section 44 of the New

          5  York City Charter, for the term commencing January

          6  1st, 2002, and terminating December 31st, 2003, my

          7  friend, my partner in government, Council Member

          8  Gifford Miller.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Are there

         10  any other nominations?

         11                 Having none, I close the nominations.

         12                 All those in favor of Mr. Miller,

         13  please say yes.

         14                 THE QUORUM: Yes.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All opposed?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         17  may I rise to explain my vote? May I be excused to

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Barron, I'm sorry, what?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'm way in the

         22  back here, where they put me.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, I didn't

         24  see you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: They put me in
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          2  the back, so it's hard to see me.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I explain

          5  my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes,

          7  Councilman Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair.

         10                 I would just like to say to the

         11  people of New York and to people of color, in

         12  particular --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry,

         14  Councilman Barron, excuse me. Because I'm so new at

         15  this, I didn't know, it's a voice vote and therefore

         16  you can't rise to speak.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I can't

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No. It's a

         20  voice vote. I've been advised that by the

         21  parliamentarian.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: That's the

         23  same guy that made a mistake in our session before.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: He

         25  apologized. Remember, he apologized that he was
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          2  wrong.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, at what

          4  point will I be able to explain my vote, if it's not

          5  at this point?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman

          7  Barron, later on we will have General Discussion and

          8  you will be able to explain.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair. I appreciate that.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're

         12  welcome.

         13                 It gives me great pleasure to

         14  announce that Gifford Miller is the new Speaker of

         15  the New York City Council.

         16                 Speaker Miller, because of our time

         17  pressures, would you mind addressing the body? Thank

         18  you.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm always available

         20  to address the Public Advocate. Thank you.

         21                 Thank you. Thank you all. First and

         22  foremost, I would like to thank my colleagues who

         23  have chosen me to be their Speaker. I am deeply

         24  grateful that you have placed your trust in me.

         25  Thank you.
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          2                 The support that I have received from

          3  all five boroughs is truly heartening and humbling.

          4  And, I want to particularly thank my colleagues who

          5  sought this office for the contributions that you

          6  have made to our City and that you will make to our

          7  City and to our Council. Thank you.

          8                 I would also like to thank my wife,

          9  Pamela, and my son Addison, and all of my family for

         10  their love, support and encouragement. I wouldn't be

         11  here today without you, thank you.

         12                 Finally, I would be remiss if I did

         13  not acknowledge the years of service of our former

         14  Council Speaker Peter Vallone. Peter.

         15                 Peter, your integrity, dedication and

         16  humility are examples of the true meaning of public

         17  service.

         18                 We all owe a debt of gratitude to

         19  you, and to all of our former colleagues, for your

         20  efforts in building the Council into a full partner

         21  in government with the Mayor. Thank you.

         22                 My colleagues, when term limits

         23  forced out more than two-thirds of the Council,

         24  there were many who said that we would have

         25  difficulty in coming together as a body.
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          2                 The smooth democratic transition

          3  which we are witnessing today has proven the critics

          4  wrong and sends a strong message that the Council,

          5  as an institution, is stronger and more unified than

          6  ever.

          7                 This Council is fortunate to have

          8  members from all walks of life: community leaders,

          9  activists, police officers, doctors, clergy and

         10  educators. It is by definition, the people's voice.

         11                 As Council Members, we are closest to

         12  those who elected us. And our diversity mirrors the

         13  mosaic that makes our City the greatest place in the

         14  world to live, work, and raise a family.

         15                 We will need to call upon the

         16  diversity of our experience and the depth of our

         17  commitment to our communities in the coming years,

         18  because it is no secret that our City faces

         19  tremendous challenges.

         20                 We have suffered the worst attack in

         21  our history.

         22                 Our hearts go out to our fellow New

         23  Yorkers who have lost family, friends and loved

         24  ones.

         25                 We will never forget the heroism of
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          2  our police, fire and emergency workers who made the

          3  ultimate sacrifice so that so many others could

          4  escape.

          5                 And we know that every person who

          6  died on that terrible day was a hero in quieter ways

          7  to their families and friends and all of us.

          8                 Along with that unspeakable human

          9  loss, the attacks and slowing economy have placed

         10  our City in a precarious situation.

         11                 We have lost thousands of jobs. We

         12  face the largest budget gaps since the crisis of the

         13  mid-1970's. And the problems confronting our City

         14  before September 11th also continue to demand our

         15  attention.

         16                 We must dramatically improve our

         17  public schools and find ways to recruit, train, and

         18  retain quality teachers.

         19                 We must improve and preserve our

         20  housing stock and build new affordable housing.

         21                 We must keep our streets safe and

         22  improve community police relations.

         23                 We must convince businesses to remain

         24  in every borough of our City and create good jobs at

         25  good wages.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            30

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 We must maintain our commitment to

          3  the things that make our City such a great place to

          4  live or visit - our parks, our libraries and our

          5  cultural institutions.

          6                 And above all, in these difficult

          7  economic times, we must ensure that our City does

          8  not withdraw its helping hand from those who now

          9  need it most, and that no community carries a

         10  disproportionate share of the burden.

         11                 My colleagues, these are difficult

         12  days for our City. But as I look around this

         13  Chamber, I am not dismayed.

         14                 I see unparalleled energy and an

         15  eagerness to roll up our sleeves and get to work. I

         16  see a Council that is as tough and savvy as the City

         17  it represents. A Council that is ready to lead.

         18                 In the coming years, I look forward

         19  to working with Mayor Bloomberg to address the many

         20  challenges that face our City. The people of New

         21  York expect and deserve nothing less.

         22                 Indeed, it is our obligation to work

         23  with the Mayor when we agree. So I join the Mayor in

         24  pledging to have zero tolerance for bias and

         25  prejudice in any form. And I share his commitment to
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          2  making sure that every branch of government is more

          3  efficient.

          4                 But as partners in government and as

          5  an independent legislature, it is also our duty to

          6  challenge him when we differ. Let no one mistake our

          7  resolve to stand up for our principles.

          8                 My journey to this day has taken me

          9  to nearly every corner of this great city, from

         10  Belmont to Bayside, from St. George to St. Albans,

         11  from City Island to Coney Island.

         12                 I have walked with many of you

         13  through the neighborhoods you represent and heard

         14  the concerns of your constituents. These experiences

         15  have enriched me beyond words, and have helped me to

         16  better understand the City we all love. They are

         17  invaluable to me as your colleague and as your

         18  Speaker, and I pledge to work with each and every

         19  one of you to address the distinct needs of your

         20  individual communities.

         21                 And given the multitude of issues

         22  that face our City, I know that we will need the

         23  leadership and contributions of each of you to be

         24  successful.

         25                 There is too much work to be done for
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          2  any one of us to attempt alone. The challenges we

          3  face are great, but not as great as the spirit of

          4  New Yorkers.

          5                 Over the past four months this spirit

          6  has brought our City and our neighborhoods together

          7  as never before. In this spirit of unity, I pledge

          8  as Speaker that the Council will work together to

          9  move our City forward again, and that no New Yorker

         10  and no community will be left behind.

         11                 Thank you, again, for your support.

         12  In the coming years, I vow to work tirelessly to

         13  repay the honor and trust that you have placed in

         14  me. Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker,

         16  you have a motion?

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 I hereby nominate the following

         20  Council Members as members of the Committee on

         21  Rules, Privileges and Elections of the City Council.

         22                 Leroy Comrie, Chair.

         23                 Tony Avella; Maria Baez; Yvette

         24  Clarke; Lou Fidler; Melinda Katz; Bill Perkins;

         25  Madeline Provenzano; Christine Quinn; Joel Rivera;
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          2  David Weprin; James Oddo; and myself.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Clerk,

          4  would you please call the roll.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Yes.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Yes.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Yes.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: You forgot me.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: I'm sorry.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: It's all

         12  right, I don't mind. I just want to get into things

         13  here.

         14                 Felder: Yes.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder: Yes.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         17  The vote is 51 in the affirmative and none in the

         18  negative. Motion adopted.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, I would now ask that the Council stand in

         21  recess so that the Committee on Rules, Privileges

         22  and Elections can consider some amendments to our

         23  current rules in the Committee Room.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So moved.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.
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          2                 (Recess taken.)

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

          4  clerk please call the roll for the purpose of

          5  ascertaining the presence of a quorum.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            40

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Sanders is

         16  present.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Clerk,

         14  Gerson is here as well.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         16  quorum.

         17                 Reports of the Standing Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         19  Advocate?  Madam Public Advocate?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Council

         21  Member Sanders. Where are you?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I would like

         23  to ask the Council for unanimous consent to vote on

         24  any items that I missed.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So moved.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye on

          3  the missed item.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, now

          5  Reports.

          6                 Thank you very much, Councilman.

          7                 Reports of the Standing Committees.

          8                 So noted.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: The Committee on

         10  Rules, Privileges and Elections respectfully reports

         11  that it recommends favorable consideration by the

         12  Council of the amendments to the New Rules for Years

         13  2002-2003, and I move that the matter be made a

         14  General Order of the Day.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: For the roll

         16  call, the question on the floor is whether the

         17  Council would agree with and adopt such a motion.

         18                 Will the clerk call the roll.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I request

         25  permission to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilwoman

          3  Lopez, yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  First of all,

          5  it's a pleasure to have you as the Public Advocate,

          6  particularly because you are a woman and I am so

          7  happy about a woman sitting there.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

          9  very much, Councilwoman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Secondly, I

         11  just want to clarify that I am going to support

         12  these changes, but I think that these changes short.

         13  I think we need to make more changes inside of the

         14  rules, and I think that those rules, once they

         15  change further, will benefit the quality of life of

         16  every New Yorker, no matter in what neighborhood in

         17  New York City they live.

         18                 For too long the rules have allowed

         19  legislation not to be passed that was critical to

         20  improve the quality of life of New Yorkers.

         21                 Like, for example, the quality of

         22  life of transgendered people who to this day are not

         23  equal partners in the rights for people to be

         24  respected as human beings. Then I am glad of the

         25  changes that we are submitting today, but I want
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          2  more, because more change means better democracy,

          3  better democracy means that we live in the spirit of

          4  what United States is about - freedom.

          5                 Yes on the rules.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Councilwoman Lopez.

          8                 Continue the roll, please.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Permission to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes,

         23  Councilman Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

         25  to take a quick moment to commend the Fresh
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          2  Democracy Council once again for the extraordinary

          3  effort they made in providing these reforms. And

          4  what will probably take us five minutes to pass took

          5  them maybe five months of hard work, weekends,

          6  before they were even officially sworn in, and that

          7  type of commitment and that type of effort speaks

          8  very well for what kind of Council we are about to

          9  become. It's going to be a breath of fresh air so to

         10  speak, and I just wanted to take a moment to commend

         11  them for that and vote aye on all.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Councilman Perkins.

         14                 Continue the roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

          7  explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I, too, must

         10  commend the Fresh Democracy Council for those

         11  billion hours that we have put together to get these

         12  rules. I think that the imprint of democracy is very

         13  well put upon this Council, and I commend our

         14  Speaker for accepting these rules. It bodes well for

         15  the county, it bodes well for the Council, and I

         16  look forward to working with everyone. I vote yes.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Councilman.

         19                 Continue the roll.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Request

         12  permission to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes,

         14  Councilman Yassky. Where are you? There you are,

         15  sorry.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I just want to

         17  say that adoption of these very significant rules

         18  changes is a credit to the body and a credit to the

         19  members who worked so hard to make it happen.

         20                 This is a Council filled not only

         21  with new faces but with new ideas and new energy and

         22  I am as proud as I could possibly be to be a part of

         23  it.

         24                 I want to thank the Speaker for his

         25  efforts and support in pushing forward this agenda,
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          2  and I want to vote yes in favor of these rules

          3  changes.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Councilman Yassky.

          6                 Continue the roll.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          9  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         10                 I vote yes on this item, but if I

         11  may, I would like to take two minutes to talk about

         12  the process a little bit.

         13                 The Republican Delegation has no

         14  problem with the merits of these rules changes, but

         15  it's no secret that these rules were hammered out in

         16  the Democratic Caucus of 47.

         17                 I want to thank my colleague Phil

         18  Reed, my new colleague David Yassky, and -- I was

         19  going to say Speaker Vallone. Old habits are hard to

         20  break -- Speaker Miller, for including me as the

         21  leader of the delegation, with phone calls and

         22  updates about how these rules were evolving.

         23                 I think the actions of the Speaker

         24  and the actions of my colleagues Phil Reed and David

         25  Yassky exemplify the bipartisan spirit that really
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          2  has enveloped this institution.

          3                 The legacy of Peter Vallone was that

          4  republicans, all five of us, all seven of us, or in

          5  this case all four of us, worked hand-in-hand with

          6  our colleagues across the aisle.

          7                 To my new colleagues, make no

          8  mistake, this is not Albany, this is not the State

          9  Senate, and this is not the Assembly, and we may be

         10  republicans but we are certainly not your enemies.

         11  We believe in empowering each and every member,

         12  including four republicans. So, while we have no

         13  problems with the merits of these, and we encourage

         14  them, and we commend our friends in the Fresh

         15  Democracy Council, and all our colleagues who worked

         16  on it, I just want to start this new year in this

         17  new body by reaching out to you and saying, to a

         18  man, to a person, to an individual, in our

         19  delegation we look upon you as our colleagues. We

         20  will disagree, but we will not be disagreeable. And

         21  you will find more times than not that we are going

         22  to agree with you.

         23                 We know as four members we have to

         24  work with you to survive in this body, but it's

         25  beyond that. We watched Peter Vallone and we watched
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          2  Tom Ognibene, and we watched how they handled

          3  themselves, and the previous Councilpeople, whether

          4  it was Council Member Reed when he was here, Council

          5  Member June Eisland, who is sitting in the front

          6  row, and we want to say to you very publicly, in

          7  front of the press and all our friends in the

          8  audience, that we want to continue that bipartisan

          9  spirit, and we hope that you accept our yes vote as

         10  an indication of that.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Councilman.

         14                 Continue the roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Miller.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The item on

         18  today's General Order Calendar is adopted by a vote

         19  of 51 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

         20                 I would like to call now on

         21  Councilman Barron, whom I promised I would get back

         22  to.

         23                 Councilman Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker.
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          2                 I wanted to rise and deal with some

          3  very sensitive issues sometimes in New York politics

          4  that we don't want to deal with, but race and class

          5  play a major role in politics, and in the mayoralty

          6  we saw that. And I supported Assemblyman Al Vann as

          7  the Speaker candidate, I thought he would be a great

          8  Speaker candidate. I want us to please give him a

          9  hand clap for his excellence and service in the

         10  State and the City. And also, Council Member Perkins

         11  I thought also would be a great Speaker candidate.

         12                 Everybody told me not to say this,

         13  but now we got a white guy from Manhattan that's

         14  Mayor and a white guy from Manhattan that's Speaker.

         15  But let me tell you this, Gifford Miller I've grown

         16  to respect, and I know he's serious about democracy,

         17  he's very serious about empowering people of color

         18  in these Chambers here, and I wanted to voice my

         19  support for him, and I have a gift that I'd like to

         20  give him.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Councilman. I don't know if that's allowed.

         23                 (Gift presentation was off the

         24  record.)

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I think all
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          2  business is done, and may I call for the body to

          3  adjourn.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: You may.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Twenty-five

          6  minutes of two.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Great.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 1:35 p.m.)
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