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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good afternoon,

          3  everyone. I would like to call the Committee on

          4  Rules, Privileges and Elections to order.

          5                 I want to just take a moment to thank

          6  everybody for their diligence over the past couple

          7  of weeks to get to where we have to get to later

          8  today, and I would just say in retrospect that this

          9  has all enlightened us to process and the spirit of

         10  the Council. And I've heard a lot of spirited

         11  debates and arguments, and I think everybody is

         12  realizing what we have to face, and I want to say

         13  I've been pretty proud of all the members on my

         14  Rules Committee and the rolls that they play in

         15  other areas as well, and I think that Rules dictates

         16  the pace of the Council.

         17                 I'll go from that just to let

         18  everybody get comfortable. Our members that are

         19  present are Christine Quinn from Manhattan, Lou

         20  Fidler from Brooklyn, Yvette Clarke from Brooklyn,

         21  Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx, Jimmy Oddo,

         22  Majority Leader, from Staten Island -- Minority

         23  Leader. Minority Leader from Staten Island. Tony

         24  Avella from Queens, Maria Baez from the Bronx and

         25  our Majority Leader Joel Rivera from the Bronx.
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          2                 Actually today's agenda is not the

          3  most pressing of the day but it is important to our

          4  newest member. We have a resolution approving

          5  membership changes to certain standing committees.

          6  And as you have in front of you, before the

          7  Committee for its consideration is a resolution that

          8  will make Committee assignments to certain standing

          9  committees for Sara M. Gonzalez, the newly elected

         10  Council Member from the 38th district in Brooklyn.

         11                 Council Member Gonzalez will be

         12  assigned to the following Committees; Civil Service

         13  and Labor, Economic Development and Transportation.

         14                 As you know, certain members will

         15  also be leaving due to their achieving new status,

         16  Council Member Golden and Council Member Diaz will

         17  now both become State Senators, so in January we

         18  will be looking at other Committee changes. Actually

         19  in January, maybe March we will look at some other

         20  Committee changes. So in that regard I want to

         21  congratulate again Sara Gonzalez. I did get a chance

         22  to go to her installation ceremony yesterday, and it

         23  was a wonderful ceremony, and I'm sure she's going

         24  to be a dynamic new presence to the Council.

         25                 So, with that, if anybody has any
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          2  questions, comments? Then we can -- we've been

          3  joined by Council Member David Weprin, Finance

          4  Committee.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: So does this

          6  mean I'm really not the majority leader?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes, yes. You're

          8  really not.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I better go

         10  reopen the deal that I cut downstairs then.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Can we call the

         12  roll?

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: For the one and

         25  only time today, yes.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: The Committee

          3  will be held open for the members that are in the

          4  building who will come up to vote later.

          5                 At this point I wish to thank you all

          6  for attending, and the Committee Meeting is hereby

          7  put on standby. Thank you very much.

          8                 (Hearing recessed at 1:00 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 25th day of November 2002.
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