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PROPOSED INT. NO. 217-A
By Council Members Gentile, Foster, James, Mark-Viverito, Palma, Weprin, Recchia Jr. and Jackson.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to demarcations at mid-block pedestrian ramps on curbs.  
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding new section 19-112.1
INTRODUCTION


On February 28, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 217-A, which would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-112.1

Among those invited to testify are Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation; Commissioner Patricia Lancaster, Department of Buildings; community board representatives, civic group representatives, transportation advocates and disability rights advocates.

BACKGROUND

Curb cut is a broad term that can be applied to just about any cut made to the curb of a street.  One type of curb cut is the pedestrian ramp, used to help pedestrians move more easily between the street and sidewalk.  Pedestrian ramps are regulated by the New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”)
  To ensure people with disabilities and others are able to access the ramp, it is illegal under the New York City Traffic Rules to obstruct a pedestrian ramp.
  
Most New Yorkers expect to find curb cuts leading to pedestrian ramps at intersections, but few expect to find them in the middle of a block.  There have been anecdotal stories about New Yorkers who have parked on a street and have received a parking ticket for unknowingly blocking a pedestrian ramp located in the middle of a block.  Most of the people receiving the ticket were unaware that there was a pedestrian ramp in the middle of the block and thought they were being ticketed unfairly.  Many of these people believe the City should be doing more to ensure that these unexpected mid-block pedestrian ramps are more clearly marked, so that drivers will be able to avoid parking in front of one.  Proposed Int. 217-A attempts to address this problem by requiring DOT to mark its mid-block pedestrian ramps.
ANALYSIS


Section one of Proposed Int. No. 217-A would add a new section 19-112.1 to the Administrative Code.  Subdivision a of new section 19-112.1, entitled “Mid-block ramps on curbs,” would require ramps on curbs located in the middle of a block and intended for the use of pedestrians to be marked in a conspicuous and consistent color that is visible to pedestrians, motorists and persons operating other modes of transportation.

Subdivision b would require DOT or its contractors to immediately mark any newly constructed mid-block ramp on a curb as required under subdivision a.  Subdivision c would require all existing mid-block ramps on curbs to be marked, as required under subdivision a, within ninety days after enactment of this proposed law.


Subdivision d would require the Commissioner of DOT to make a determination within three days of receiving notice that a mid-block ramp needs to be remarked whether such remarking is warranted, and if a determination is made that such ramp needs to be re-marked, to re-mark such mid-block ramp within five days of such determination.


Section two of Proposed Int. No. 217-A would provide that this local law take effect thirty days after it is enacted.
�  New York City Administrative Code § 19-112.


�  New York City Traffic Rules §4-08(7) (making pedestrian ramps general no standing zones).
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