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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: My name is Jose

          3  Serrano, and I am the Chair of the Cultural Affairs,

          4  Libraries and International Intergroup Relations

          5  Committee.

          6                 Thank you for joining us here today

          7  at this public hearing on Resolution 549-A regarding

          8  possible military action by the United States

          9  towards Iraq. This is an issue of great importance,

         10  and the Committee thanks you for joining us today.

         11                 A preliminary hearing was held on

         12  this resolution on February 26th. At that time, the

         13  Committee heard testimony from members of the

         14  public, and we appreciate that so many of you took

         15  the time to share your thoughts with us on this day,

         16  on that day.

         17                 I'd like to thank Speaker Gifford

         18  Miller for showing tremendous leadership on this

         19  issue, and I'd like to thank my colleagues here in

         20  the City Council for working together with the

         21  Speaker and with this Committee to draft a language

         22  of resolutions that many in the Council can be

         23  behind to be supportive of, and I think that it was

         24  a very healthy debate. I think that it provided an

         25  opportunity for all the diverse opinions within this
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          2  Council on this issue to be heard, to be

          3  incorporated into a document that many can feel

          4  supportive of, and we now have the support of many

          5  within the Council in order to move this piece of

          6  legislation forward.

          7                 Having heard and considered public

          8  testimony, the Committee will be voting today on

          9  this Resolution, but before I call a vote, I would

         10  like to recognize my colleagues and fellow Committee

         11  members who have joined us today.

         12                 To my left we're joined by Council

         13  Member Phil Reed, who is a member of this Committee;

         14  Council Member David Weprin, who is also a member of

         15  this Committee; Council Member Charles Barron;

         16  Council Member Bill Perkins; Council Member Eric

         17  Gioia, who is a member of this Committee, Council

         18  Member Tracy Boyland, who is also a member of this

         19  Committee; and Council Member Domenic Recchia who is

         20  a member of this Committee as well.

         21                 I would like to give my colleagues

         22  who are here the opportunity if they'd like to say a

         23  few words on this Resolution before we have a vote,

         24  and I would like to give everyone two minutes to

         25  speak, if they'd like. But I'd like to turn it over
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          2  first to the primary sponsor of course of this

          3  resolution, Council Member Bill Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          5  very much, Chairman Serrano. In the interest of

          6  moving this forward, I'm going to take one minute,

          7  and I'm going to thank you very much for your

          8  leadership and the leadership of your staff, in

          9  helping us get to this point. It was very, very

         10  important and I know it was a very, very challenging

         11  project and I want to thank my staff and all the

         12  other staff, including the Speaker's staff for

         13  helping us, as well as the staff of Gale Brewer, for

         14  helping us get to this point.

         15                 I just want to publicly acknowledge

         16  the role of your father, Congressman Serrano, and

         17  Congressman Reingal, both of whom were inspirations

         18  in technical assistance in October when we first

         19  decided to put together an anti-war resolution.

         20                 And last but not least, I want to

         21  take a moment to thank the United for Peace and

         22  Justice, the organization that on February 15th

         23  turned out over 500,000 people in New York City to

         24  protest the war and to fight for peace.

         25                 And then, of course, I want to thank
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          2  my colleagues, many of whom are at this table who

          3  participated in helping us get to the point where we

          4  are now.

          5                 This is a process that I think is

          6  exemplary, in terms of democracy, because what it

          7  did was it created a tent that as many of us could

          8  come under as possible, at the same time sticking to

          9  the main thrust of trying to represent our City,

         10  trying to represent our constituency with regard to

         11  peace as opposed to joining the Administration in

         12  the drum beat to war.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

         15  Council Member Bill Perkins.

         16                 I'd like to recognize that we've been

         17  joined by Council Member Gale Brewer who worked

         18  very, very hard to help craft this current

         19  resolution, and I'd like to thank her for her

         20  putting her time.

         21                 I'd like to recognize Council Member

         22  David Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, my

         24  colleagues, we are now joined together in a debate

         25  that has assumed international proportions. We are
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          2  being asked to comment on an issue that will

          3  ultimately impact on not only the future of our City

          4  but of our country. New Yorkers are certainly no

          5  strangers to war. The September 11th attack on our

          6  City has clearly demonstrated to us the impact of

          7  worldwide terrorism.

          8                 Our national government has for these

          9  past months struggled to eliminate a seriously

         10  potential terror threat that is facing us.

         11                 Saddam Hussein's arsenal, as well as

         12  his past acts of aggression have consistently

         13  demonstrated to us the horrible potential we now

         14  face.

         15                 The president with the approval of

         16  Congress has been designated with the enormous task

         17  of making the decision to do whatever is necessary

         18  in our war on terrorism.

         19                 I, as a member of the City Council,

         20  do not feel comfortable voting in support of this

         21  resolution, and to do anything to undermine what's

         22  happening today in the United States, and I will not

         23  vote to do anything that could potentially undermine

         24  or tie the hands of the president with the approval

         25  of Congress, so I will vote no on this resolution.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 I would also like to allow Domenic

          5  Recchia to say a few words.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Thank you,

          7  Chairman.

          8                 I want to start off by saying that

          9  for years Saddam Hussein had enough time to come

         10  forward, to come clean, to say to the world I am

         11  working with the world, I care about the people in

         12  my country. I care about the people in the world,

         13  and that conflict must end.

         14                 In his arsenal it's a known fact that

         15  he has massive weapons, weapons of mass destruction,

         16  chemical biological weapons, and this must come

         17  clean. Yes, when his back is up against the wall he

         18  comes forward, and all of a sudden there are

         19  missiles they find, and other weapons of mass

         20  destruction. But nowhere has he admitted or told the

         21  weapons inspectors about the chemical weapons, about

         22  where they are being hidden and what is going

         23  forward.

         24                 For these reasons I will vote no, and

         25  I support the President of the United States in his
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          2  decision if he decides in the best interest of our

          3  country, the best interest of the people of the

          4  world, that it's time for Saddam Hussein, for his

          5  regime to be over, his power gone, and for the

          6  people in Iraq to live in a democratic society in a

          7  democracy where one to live fear of evil. Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you.

          9                 Before I call on the next speaker,

         10  I'd like to recognize we've been joined by Council

         11  Member Alan Jennings, who is a member of this

         12  Committee.

         13                 I'd like to turn it over to Council

         14  Member Eric Gioia.

         15                 Okay, Charles Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you, Mr.

         17  Chairman.

         18                 I want to commend you for being on a

         19  Committee that has some hot issues and you just got

         20  here and we always seem to keep you in hot water

         21  with very controversial issues. When we use that

         22  word controversial, that's selective too. But we

         23  just want to thank you for your courage and the way

         24  you are convening these meetings. And to my

         25  colleague, Council Member Bill Perkins, I've been
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          2  saying to him all over, we may institute a new

          3  program here in the City Council and voting for the

          4  most viable City Councilor of the year, and if I

          5  have my vote, that would be Bill Perkins. Because I

          6  think he's done some great, great legislation from

          7  the lead paint bill that's coming up, and we're

          8  going to get that through to the living wage, and

          9  now this anti-war and the work he's doing around

         10  reparations. He used to be highly commended.

         11                 I want to say that I have to be

         12  honest with you, it's very, very challenging to be

         13  in a body where you try to reach consensus and you

         14  get pressure from so many groups outside this body.

         15                 As we speak Iraqi women and children

         16  are dying right now. Bombs are already being dropped

         17  in the northern part of Iraq, in the southern part

         18  of Iraq, so this really is about whether they're

         19  going to bomb the middle part too, Bagdad, and this

         20  is about regime changing, just as they did before,

         21  Osama bin Laden was the worst person in the world so

         22  they bombed Afghanistan. There's no such thing as a

         23  smart bomb. All bombs are dumb, they kill people and

         24  they destroy property and infrastructure.

         25                 So, now we forget about Osama bin
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          2  Laden, they replaced the Taliban in Afghanistan and

          3  not rebuilding Afghanistan and now we're headed for

          4  Saddam and now the government is talking about

          5  sanctions against Zimbabwe.

          6                 I think that this bill is still an

          7  anti-war bill. I am one who feels it should have

          8  been stronger and earlier, that it should be

          9  absolutely no bombing of Iraq at any time under any

         10  circumstances, but being in the body that we're in,

         11  I'm glad that it is still an anti-war resolution.

         12  I'm glad of the work that my colleagues have done to

         13  find the language that everybody could be happy

         14  with, and I'm happy that today we'll be doing it.

         15                 I was afraid that when we finally

         16  passed ours they might have been dropping bombs even

         17  on Bagdad but I'm glad that we did get to this point

         18  and finally pass an anti-war resolution.

         19                 Let me finally say that every study

         20  that I have read said that if Bagdad is bombed, that

         21  terrorism would increase around the world. So, if

         22  the objective of war is to bring peace and to smash

         23  out terrorism, that is hypocrisy, it is a

         24  contradiction that is clear that if we bomb

         25  everybody is going to be in trouble.
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          2                 Any people willing to kill themselves

          3  to kill you, unless there is some kind of foreign

          4  policy, that's, yes, even-handed and fair to all

          5  those abroad, that's the kind of leadership we need.

          6                 I just want to say for the record

          7  from the black community, it doesn't matter if they

          8  front Colon Powell or Condalisa Rice (phonetic) this

          9  is still bad for people of color, and they don't

         10  represent the reflection or interest of the black

         11  community.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

         14  Council Member Barron.

         15                 Before I call for the vote, I would

         16  like to recognize that the Committee has been joined

         17  by Councilwoman Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx.

         18                 I would at this point like to call

         19  the roll on Resolution 549-A.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Mr. Chair, I'd
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          2  like to be excused to explain my vote. Thank you

          3  very much.

          4                 You know, I was disappointed when I

          5  read that the Committee had previously looked at

          6  this legislation and the first bill that Council

          7  Member Perkins had put forward and that was a tie

          8  vote, and as a caution to all of my colleagues, you

          9  just can't leave town without somebody noticing, and

         10  that I was supposed to be the tie-breaking vote. I

         11  happen to have been in Africa, and I had taken that

         12  opportunity to talk to people as I had in my

         13  district about the war, because this is something

         14  that is global, it is not just about Iraq, or it's

         15  not just about New York. The world is looking at how

         16  it is that we as Americans are going to move

         17  forward, and it's going to be a continuation of our

         18  arrogance, or are we going to try and respect the

         19  world and the debate that happens in that

         20  environment, in that Council. And, so, I think that

         21  on hindsight it was probably best that we had an

         22  opportunity to take some more time, and I want to

         23  applaud not only my colleague Council Member Perkins

         24  for being generous enough to accept a broader

         25  language that could bring people under the tent,
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          2  because that's really what it was about, not

          3  necessarily pride and authorship, but accomplishing

          4  a goal that was the most important piece, was to get

          5  the word out that the City of New York votes for

          6  peace and not war, and that is the reason why today

          7  I vote aye on this resolution.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Mr. Chair, may

         11  I have a moment to explain my vote?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

         14                 Let me commend you, first of all, Mr.

         15  Chair, and also the Speaker, and also Council Member

         16  Perkins in sheparding this through. I spoke to

         17  someone and they likened it to hurting cats, and

         18  that this, when you have so many different members

         19  and so many different points of view, there are

         20  members of this body who would never go to war under

         21  any circumstances. There are those who believe that

         22  we should have begun the bombing a long time ago. I

         23  feel that I find myself somewhere in the middle of

         24  that position. But you and Council Member Perkins,

         25  the Speaker, have shown really extraordinary skill
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          2  in bridging many of those gaps and bringing people

          3  together.

          4                 I just want to make a brief statement

          5  about why I am voting for this resolution.

          6                 To make clear, though, that despite

          7  this resolution is going to pass, what it says and

          8  what it doesn't say. As of March 10th, I believe

          9  there are 176,553 Americans that have been called to

         10  duty from our Military Reserves and from our

         11  National Guard. And in the event of war, many more

         12  will join them. They are many of our constituents.

         13  In my district I know it's George Mattis from

         14  Woodside, Brian Shea from Long Island City, Marissa

         15  Pace from Sunnyside. I'm sure many, many more. These

         16  very brave men and women are volunteers who are

         17  going to risk their lives, who do risk their lives

         18  for liberty, for justice, and for the values of

         19  democracy that all Americans hold dear. Wherever you

         20  stand on this issue, on other issues, those are the

         21  very values that make our country what it is.

         22                 They are very brave, and each one of

         23  them individually and as a whole are heroes.

         24                 What we do today takes nothing away

         25  from them. And I think that we can say all of us
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          2  stand united as a body and as a City in saying that

          3  we hope and we pray for their safe return and that

          4  we respect and truly honor them for volunteering,

          5  and as Council Member Barron said many of them are

          6  men and women of color and that this nation and this

          7  City has just really a debt of gratitude to people

          8  who would voluntarily risk their lives to defend the

          9  values that we hold dear.

         10                 When I saw the original resolution I

         11  was concerned and I would not vote for it, because I

         12  think for too long both the United Nations and for

         13  that matter the United States has stood idly by

         14  while there have been human rights violations, and

         15  even genocide around the world. I think as a country

         16  and as a United Nations, we have too narrowly

         17  defined our interests. I believe deeply that human

         18  rights is in the vital interest of the United

         19  States. I do believe that protecting human rights is

         20  a reason to go to war.

         21                 In this present case with Iraq, I do

         22  not believe that we have done all that we can do to

         23  attain our goals without shedding blood.

         24                 That is why I'm voting yes on this

         25  resolution. I believe this resolution is pro peace,
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          2  it is pro troops, and it is pro common sense;

          3  therefore, I vote yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

          5  Council Member Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Mr.

          8  Chairman, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Mr.

         11  Chairman, and my fellow colleagues, 9/11 was

         12  probably the worst terrorist attack that we ever had

         13  experienced on our soil in modern times. I want to

         14  tell you how personally I've been affected by 9/11.

         15                 On the morning of 9/11 when I learned

         16  that the two planes had hit the World Trade Center,

         17  I called one of my best friends who at the time

         18  happened to be a volunteer in my campaign, my

         19  treasurer, whose office was located on the 89th

         20  floor in room 8956. His name was Frank Linn. And

         21  during the attack I spoke to Frank on three

         22  different occasions.

         23                 The first time I spoke to Frank we

         24  got off the elevator, he said to me he thought it

         25  was two small planes that hit the building and as
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          2  before and everything was going to be okay. And I

          3  immediately got in my car at the polling site we

          4  were staying on and went home and I turned on TV and

          5  I saw that these two big gaping holes in the

          6  building, and then I picked up the phone and I

          7  called him again and I said, Frank it wasn't two

          8  cessnas, as you thought, it was a 757 and 767, and I

          9  think you should leave. And he told me he can't,

         10  he's not going to leave because the security guards

         11  told him not to leave.

         12                 I spoke to him again the second time

         13  just when the Tower 1 fell, and that time he didn't

         14  even realize the building had fell down. He thought

         15  he heard a thump and at that point he said he was

         16  going to leave, and I could tell you, he had a

         17  child, two twin children at the time that was two

         18  years old this Thursday, it's going to be both their

         19  birthdays, they'll be four. He left behind a wife,

         20  he was only 33 years old. He was the only provider

         21  for his wife, his children, his mother-in-law, his

         22  sister-in-law, and his father.

         23                 One week later I came down here to

         24  the World Trade Center and I got to Rector Street,

         25  then the street that runs just from the corner
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          2  between Broadway and Rector there is a street

          3  between there, I forget the name of the street, and

          4  you could look down the block, and as I walked down

          5  the block, my feet was full of soot. My clothes was

          6  getting dirty because debris was still falling off

          7  the sides of the buildings, and I looked up and

          8  through the first four days I was praying that Frank

          9  will come out alive and other people that we knew in

         10  that building would be safe and maybe the rescues

         11  would find them, but when I looked up and I saw that

         12  building still on fire, and I saw the smoke coming

         13  out of it, I knew that everyone in the building was

         14  perished.

         15                 Our troops are in the Middle East at

         16  this time doing what they're sworn by their oath of

         17  office to do, to protect the constitution of the

         18  United States and fight for democracy.

         19                 Right now somewhere in Kuwait is a

         20  place called "Camp New York." In Camp New York there

         21  are approximately 20,000 troops morally ready,

         22  encouraged to go out and continue to fight for our

         23  freedom.

         24                 The actions we take here today falls

         25  way outside of our jurisdiction, and in my opinion,
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          2  next to the property tax bill, symbolically this is

          3  probably the worst bill that we could pass in this

          4  body.

          5                 I think this sends the wrong message

          6  to our men and women in uniform. I think this is

          7  going to demoralize their will, and their spirit.

          8  There they are standing in Camp New York preparing

          9  to defend our freedom and our democracy and we're

         10  going to today slap them in the face and denounce

         11  the actions of this President. Both of our senior US

         12  Senators, Senator Hillary Clinton and Senator Chuck

         13  Schumer voted for the resolution in Congress to go

         14  to war. I will not do anything in any way to

         15  diminish the morale of the people and men in uniform

         16  and the men and women who are out there defending us

         17  and defending our right to freedom.

         18                 I think all of us here need to learn

         19  a lesson of what democracy is all about and what

         20  America is all about, and I'm American and I support

         21  America. I vote no.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: No.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: No.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          3  the affirmative, three in the negative and no

          4  abstentions, the item is adopted. Council Members,

          5  please sign the Committee reports.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Council Member

          7  Bill Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          9  very much, Mr. Chairman. And thank all my

         10  colleagues, those who supported it, as well as those

         11  who could not find it in their hearts to do so

         12  because of the importance of this process.

         13                 I want to take a quick moment to also

         14  thank the Black Radical Congress, Make The Road By

         15  Walking, Uptown Youth For Peace and Justice, Peace

         16  Action of the Upper West Side, the Vieques Support

         17  Committee. And I'd like Karen Dolan, the Coordinator

         18  of Cities For Peace, to please stand up, who is with

         19  us here today.

         20                 We have just become the 140th City

         21  standing for peace and that movement, that national

         22  movement is coordinated by Karen Dolan, and I want

         23  to thank her for coming all the way from Washington,

         24  D.C., in order to be here with us today.

         25                 For those of you who are interested,
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          2  please go down to the Red Room, where we will be

          3  having a reception, in acknowledgment of the role of

          4  the United For Peace And Justice Coalition that

          5  helped to get us over 500,000 people out on February

          6  15th. Right downstairs in the Red Room.

          7                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: The hearing is

          9  adjourned.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 12:20 p.m.)
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