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INTRODUCTION

On September 26, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 626, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to interagency consultation prior to major transportation projects.  This bill would require the Department of Transportation to consult with the Police Department, the Fire Department, the Department of Small Business Services and the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities prior to undertaking a major transportation project.  A major transportation project was defined by Local Law 90 of 2009 as “any project that, after construction will alter  four  or  more  consecutive  blocks,  or  1,000 consecutive  feet  of  street,  whichever  is  less,  involving  a major realignment of the roadway, including  either  removal  of  a  vehicular lane(s)  or  full  time  removal  of  a  parking  lane(s) or addition of vehicular travel lane(s).”


This is the first hearing on this legislation.  Expected to present testimony at the hearing are the Department of Transportation, as well as interested community and civic leaders. 

BACKGROUND


In recent years the City of New York has been attempting to make streets more pedestrian friendly. According to the City Department of Transportation it is a goal of New York City to have all New York City residents live within a 10 walk from an open space, such as a pedestrian plaza.
 According to DOT testimony, since 2008, 14 plazas have been selected for development, and DOT is accepting applications for a fourth round of the program.


While the aim of such major transportation projects is to improve the quality of life for New Yorkers, there have recent examples of problems and concerns. In recent case, a pedestrian island had to be removed in Borough Park in Brooklyn, because it was preventing ambulances from getting to emergencies.
 


At the December 2010, oversight hearing DOT Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan testified that consultations take place between DOT and other city agencies and community groups.
 Testifying on behalf of DOT at May 2011 hearing on pedestrian plazas, Andy Wiley-Schwartz, Assistant Commissioner for Planning and Sustainability, underlined DOT’s commitment to engage local communities in consultation regarding each pedestrian plaza project.
  However, there is no formal process by which DOT seeks input from other agencies, such as the Police Department, Fire Department, Department of Small Business Services, and the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities. While DOT has said that it consults BIDs, many areas in the city with small businesses do not have a BID. Additionally, advocates for the disabled have suggested that the manner in which the plazas are designed make it difficult for visually impaired people to navigate them. In a question posed to DOT at the May, 2011 hearing, DOT was asked by Committee Chair James Vacca whether pedestrian plazas are constructed to be ADA complaint, Deputy Commissioner David Woloch said completed pedestrian plazas are designed to meet the needs of the visual impaired.
 

Int. No. 626 amends Local Law 90 of 2009, by extending the requirement of notice of major transportation projects to include specific inter-agency consultation, in addition to the currently required. The bill also requires that following the consultation, a written report be submitted to local council member(s) and community board(s) as part of the legally required notice to such members and boards. As of February 2011, Local Law 90 has been triggered 15 times for major transportation projects.

ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 626 would amend section 19-101.2 by adding a new subdivision j.  New subdivision j of section 19-101.2 would require the Department of Transportation to consult with the Police Department, Fire Department, Department of Small Business Services, and the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities prior to undertaking a major transportation project, as defined by paragraph 2 of subdivision a of section 19-101.2.  Such new subdivision j would also require that there be a report generated by the Department of Transportation regarding this consultation, and that such report would be required to be sent along with notice of the major transportation project, otherwise required by section 19-101.2.

Section two of Int. No. 626 states that the local law takes effect sixty days following enactment. 

Int. No. 626

By Council Members Vacca, Chin, Comrie, Ferreras, Fidler, Gentile, James, Van Bramer, Nelson, Mendez and Koo

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to interagency consultation prior to major transportation projects.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 19-101.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision j to read as follows:  

j. The department shall consult with the police department, the fire department, the department of small business services and the mayor’s office for people with disabilities prior to undertaking any major transportation project.  Following such consultation, a written report of such consultation shall be prepared.  Such written report shall be included with the notice sent to council member(s) and community board(s) required by this section.


§2.  This local law shall take effect sixty days following enactment.
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� Information from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/sidewalks/publicplaza.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/sidewalks/publicplaza.shtml� (Last accessed on 09/20/2011).


� Hearing transcript from May 4, 2011 Committee on Transportation hearing, p. 11.


� Fermino, Jennifer. City’s Street-fix Blunder. New York Post. August 24, 2011 http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/brooklyn/city_street_fix_blunder_9VhKLspPe0cYjuglsx8ZdN (Last accessed on 09/20/2011).


� Hearing transcript from December 9, 2010 Committee on Transportation hearing, p. 23.


� Hearing transcript, May 4, 2011, p. 11. 


� Ibid, p. 48
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