New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 307

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Marte

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a universal application and recertification system for the senior citizen rent increase exemption program and disability rent increase exemption program.
Submitted by:
Council Member Marte

Justification:
There are currently two separate systems of SCRIE and DRIE. The main SCRIE/DRIE program is administered through the Department of Finance, and applies to most rent stabilized tenants. There is a separate SCRIE/DRIE program for tenants in certain former Mitchell-Lama buildings, which is administered by HPD. While the benefit of these two programs are identical, they are not administered equally. They have different applications, ways to apply, and recertification processes. Additionally, HPD does not provide any online application or online resources to check the status of one’s application. This causes confusion among applicants, especially those in HPD’s program, which has led to tenants being unable to receive their SCRIE/DRIE benefits.

This bill would simplify these programs by creating one universal online application and recertification portal. This would ensure that regardless of which type of SCRIE/DRIE tenants apply to, the process will be the same and there will be the additional transparency of their application status being available online. 
