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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: ... And I

          3  will now call the Stated Meeting of June 29th to

          4  order.

          5                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Como.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Dickens.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Eugene.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Garodnick.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Present.

         17                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes. Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Ignizio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Lappin.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please. Quiet, please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: What was that

         15  name?

         16                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes. Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Mark-Viverito.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye (sic).

         24                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Mealy.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Mendez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Out loud,

          5  proud and present today.

          6                 (Applause.)

          7                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Deja vu.

         11  Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         20                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.
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          2                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Vacca.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Vallone.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Vann.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: White.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Speaker Quinn.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         21  present.

         22                 Motion to -- sorry. Could we have the

         23  Invocation, please, Council Member Seabrook?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Let us pray.

         25                 God of our weary ears, God of our
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          2  silent tears, God who has brought us thus far along

          3  the way, for it is certainly indeed a very proud

          4  day, and prideful day today that we are here, but

          5  also a day that we are doing the people's business.

          6  And I think it is important for us to do what is

          7  just and what is right, and please guide us, and

          8  certainly guide this Speaker, who has done a

          9  tremendous job of trying to be equal to all

         10  communities as best that she knows how, and all of

         11  us to live a life of diversity, respect for one

         12  another.

         13                 These, and many other blessings, we

         14  ask in Thy name, that we can do the people's

         15  business, and hopefully satisfy those in need.

         16                 These, and many other blessings, we

         17  ask in Thy name. Amen.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

         19                 Motion to Spread the Invocation.

         20                 Council Member Arroyo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEL CARMEN ARROYO:

         22  Motion to spread the invocation in full upon the

         23  record.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 Adoption of the Minutes.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEL CARMEN ARROYO:

          3  Motion that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of May

          4  14th, 2008, be adopted as printed.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 1076. Capital

          8  Projects.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, Ordered,

         10  Printed and Filed.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         12  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 1077 and M 1078.

         14  Submitting the Certification and Swearing in of

         15  Anthony Como, Council Member 30th District.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, Ordered,

         17  Printed and Filed.

         18                 And if we could ask our newest

         19  colleague to join us in the Chambers at this moment,

         20  that would be terrific.

         21                 (Applause.)

         22                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: I...

         23                 ANTHONY COMO: I...

         24                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Anthony Como...

         25                 ANTHONY COMO: Anthony Como...
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          2                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Do solemnly swear...

          3                 ANTHONY COMO: Do solemnly swear...

          4                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: That I will support

          5  the Constitution of the United States of America...

          6                 ANTHONY COMO: I will support the

          7  Constitution of the United States of America...

          8                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: And that I will

          9  faithfully discharge the duties of -- no, sorry.

         10                 ANTHONY COMO: And that I will

         11  faithfully --

         12                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: And that the

         13  Constitution of the State of New York...

         14                 ANTHONY COMO: And the Constitution of

         15  the State of New York...

         16                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: And the Charter of

         17  the City of New York...

         18                 ANTHONY COMO: And the Charter of the

         19  City of New York...

         20                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: And I will

         21  faithfully discharge the duties...

         22                 ANTHONY COMO: And I will faithfully

         23  discharge the duties...

         24                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Of the Office of

         25  Council Member...
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          2                 ANTHONY COMO: Of the Office of

          3  Council Member...

          4                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: 30th District...

          5                 ANTHONY COMO: 30th District...

          6                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: In the Borough of

          7  Queens...

          8                 ANTHONY COMO: Of the Borough of

          9  Queens...

         10                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Of the City of New

         11  York...

         12                 ANTHONY COMO: Of the great City of

         13  New York...

         14                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: According to the

         15  best of my ability...

         16                 ANTHONY COMO: To the best of my

         17  ability...

         18                 CITY CLERK DIAZ: Subscribed and sworn

         19  before me and the City Council of New York City.

         20  Congratulations to you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMO: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 (Applause.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 1079. Submitting

         25  Irwin Cantor for appointment, City Planning
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          2  Commission.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

          4  Elections.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 1080.

          6  Amendment, Five-Year-Capital Plan.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 1081.

          9  City's Expense Budget.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 1082

         12  --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         14  please.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:-- Appropriation of new

         16  revenues.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 1083 through M 1102,

         19  on page five, base station applications.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         22  and Communications.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         25  Call-Ups.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          4  Communication from the Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: I think before we do

          6  Communication from the Speaker, there are some of

          7  our colleagues who have pressing family matters,

          8  like Melinda and Carter, so I think a couple of

          9  folks are going to vote right now.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Melinda.

         11  Council Member Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I request

         13  consent to vote, if I might? I understand that I

         14  have to disclose a conflict of interest. Although,

         15  the City Council as a whole, nor I, allocate any

         16  money to York College, I understand that two of my

         17  colleagues have allocated member item money to York

         18  College, my brother works for York, so I am

         19  disclosing that and I am congratulating everyone on

         20  the budget vote and voting aye on all.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 Council Member Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         25  much, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I need to vote early, so I am voting

          3  aye on all items on today's agenda, and I vote aye

          4  on the budget.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: And we hope, Majority

          6  Leader Rivera, that the next time we see you, you

          7  are a proud father.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes. Yes.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: So we wish you the

         10  best of luck.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: So, keep us up to

         14  date.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes, I'd like

         18  permission to vote aye on all, please.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Arroyo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: I request

         24  permission to vote aye on all?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 Council Member Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Requesting

          4  permission to vote aye on all.

          5                 Before I vote aye on all, I want to

          6  disclose that I have a brother, Felix Baez, who is

          7  an employee of NYU for the last 20 years. And I also

          8  want to acknowledge my grandson, Brandon, who is

          9  here with me.

         10                 (Applause.)

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: And I vote aye.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I want to be allowed to vote aye and

         18  I want to disclose for the record that I have a

         19  sister who works at the Art Fort Washington Senior

         20  Center that provides great service in the Washington

         21  Heights Community, and I'm very proud of the work

         22  she does. She works as a Program Aid. So, I want to

         23  disclose that.

         24                 I vote aye on all.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 Council Member White.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

          4  all.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 Speaker Quinn.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

          9  Quinn.

         10                 Quiet, please.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: First, before I make a

         12  few statements on the budget, we are voting on a few

         13  other matters tonight.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: We have Land Use

         17  items, one in my district, where I want to thank the

         18  staff for having resolved some matters with that

         19  item.

         20                 We're also voting on a piece of

         21  legislation tonight, Intro. 702-A. It was passed

         22  through the Civil Service and Labor Committee, and I

         23  want to thank Chairperson Addabbo. It was introduced

         24  by Council Member Jessica Lappin. It is a piece of

         25  legislation that will give City employees the option
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          2  of no longer getting paper paystubs, getting their

          3  paystubs electronically. This is going to be very

          4  helpful, first and foremost by cutting down on the

          5  amount of paper New York City government creates,

          6  and also I think it will be much more helpful for

          7  folks through their own personal record keeping. So,

          8  I want to thank Jessica for this important

          9  environmental piece of legislation, and also thank

         10  her for waiving her time during Speaker's time to

         11  talk about it. So, thank you, Jessica, for both of

         12  those things.

         13                 Let me take a moment, though --

         14                 (Applause.)

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: And Jessica does get a

         16  round of applause for --

         17                 Let me take a moment to say a few

         18  things on tonight's budget. We have been very lucky

         19  in this City Council for the past four years.

         20                 For the past four years, we've been

         21  able to vote on budgets which had fiscal years which

         22  had back-to-back surpluses, and I think all of us

         23  hoped that those back-to-back surplus years would

         24  continue through the end of our term.

         25                 As we all know, with the recession
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          2  and the foreclosure crisis that has hit this City,

          3  State and country, those days, at least for the near

          4  future, are over.

          5                 And 2009's Fiscal Year is followed by

          6  2010. One, where even though we will pay billions of

          7  2010's bills next year, we still face multi-billion

          8  dollar deficits in 2010. So, the budget we vote on

          9  tonight, when we got it in its form in the Executive

         10  Budget, it contained about $700 million worth of

         11  cuts of which we were concerned, cuts we were

         12  worried that would have an impact on New York City.

         13                 Tonight we restore approximately $412

         14  million of those problematic cuts.

         15                 Sadly, no one in this room thinks

         16  that's enough. Sadly, none of us think that we

         17  wouldn't have liked to have done more. We would have

         18  liked to have restored all $700 million worth of

         19  those cuts.

         20                 But in our negotiations, the number

         21  we came to was 412. That number will allow us to

         22  make partial restorations in almost all areas we

         23  care about.

         24                 And remember, in those important

         25  social and human service and cultural areas, they're
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          2  areas we, in the City Council, have been investing

          3  in heavily for four years.

          4                 So, although we will not make full

          5  restorations in most of those areas, we will make

          6  partial restorations in most of those, and those

          7  will follow four years of all of us with the

          8  advocacy community deeply, deeply investing in those

          9  important services.

         10                 We should, though, be -- although

         11  this is a budget that has bad news and a budget that

         12  has disappointment in it, we should, though, be

         13  proud of what we have fully accomplished in this

         14  budget.

         15                 There are key areas where we have

         16  made partial restorations. Those restorations would

         17  not have existed if the Executive Budget in its

         18  introduced form was passed by this City Council.

         19                 A majority of the City Council spoke

         20  and said we will not pass a budget that contains one

         21  penny of cuts to our classrooms. A majority of this

         22  City Council took a pledge they would not do that,

         23  because public education is too important, and

         24  tonight we keep that promise - $129 million will

         25  make sure there are no cuts to our public
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          2  classrooms.

          3                 (Applause.)

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: We will tonight take a

          5  small step to help public housing. Eighteen million

          6  dollars will go to the Housing Authority that was

          7  not in the Executive Budget.

          8                 It's not as much as we wanted. We had

          9  hoped to be able to allocate between 30- and 50

         10  million dollars. In the end, our negotiations got to

         11  18. It's $18 million more than was in the Executive

         12  Budget.

         13                 What that means is that we now have

         14  $18 million to work with the Housing Authority, to

         15  target senior centers and community centers, money

         16  we can use to keep as many of those open for as long

         17  as possible.

         18                 We also wanted in this budget to

         19  preserve the property tax break we put in last year.

         20  All of us know, whether we represent Staten Island

         21  or the Bronx, that costs are going up. Gas is going

         22  up, food costs are going up, and although a seven

         23  percent rate, if we would have increased that, maybe

         24  it wouldn't break somebody's bank, but it is more

         25  money in their pocket. The rebate is more money in
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          2  their pocket at a time when everything else in

          3  society is draining money out of their pocket, and

          4  we were able to preserve that property tax in this

          5  year's budget, which is something to be proud of.

          6                 Now, I wish that when we voted

          7  tonight, the FY 2009 budget process would be over. I

          8  don't think that's the case. Given the fact that we

          9  hope the economy will do better, we hope revenues

         10  will come in better than we thought, we all know

         11  that might not happen, and that things could get

         12  worse before they get better, which puts a burden

         13  and a responsibility on all of us: one, to watch

         14  revenues and economic forecasts more closely than

         15  ever before. So, if things turn worse, we respond

         16  quickly and responsibly. And if they don't, we act

         17  quickly and responsibly and use those revenues where

         18  they can most help New Yorkers.

         19                 It also puts a burden on us to find

         20  ways we in government can save more money to be more

         21  efficient, to do more with less so we can find ways

         22  to restore the things we couldn't fully restore

         23  tonight.

         24                 It also puts a burden on us to find

         25  ways to create deeper public/private partnerships,
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          2  like the one we did recently with Orashore, ones

          3  that will help us bridge this tough time in our

          4  City.

          5                 This is a tough budget. It doesn't

          6  have everything we want. It has many things we

          7  should be proud of that wouldn't exist without the

          8  perspective of the New York City Council. But we're

          9  all going to have to pull together over the next 12

         10  months to make it through these 12 months, and work

         11  even harder to make it through the 12 that will

         12  comprise the Fiscal Year of 2010, because that is a

         13  budget which we have begun to buttress. We have

         14  begun to help. But even with that, it still has a

         15  multi-billion dollar deficit.

         16                 I want to thank all of my colleagues

         17  for their tremendous hard work on this budget. My

         18  colleagues were kind in the pre-stated press

         19  conference to thank me for making this a

         20  collaborative budget process, but I thank you,

         21  because this budget could not have come into

         22  completion or fruition, if it hadn't been a very

         23  participatory process, if it hadn't been one where

         24  leadership and the budget negotiating team was there

         25  every step of the way. So, I really want to thank
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          2  everyone.

          3                 I also want to thank our Finance

          4  staff, who were incredibly, are always, but this

          5  year in particular incredibly dedicated.

          6                 (Applause.)

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: I want to thank

          8  Preston Niblack. When I offered him the job, I was

          9  fairly sure he wouldn't take it. But he said "yes,"

         10  and we're very, very glad that he did.

         11                 We couldn't really have been in

         12  better, more professional hands than Preston's, as

         13  we went through a budget that was challenging in

         14  many, many ways.

         15                 I don't want to mention, I can't

         16  mention every member of the Finance staff, though I

         17  want to. So, all of you, thank you so much.

         18                 I want to say, and I know the BNT

         19  members will agree with this, you guys were

         20  extraordinary in this year's budget negotiating

         21  teams. You got us extra information. You gave us

         22  your frank opinion of programs. You led us to places

         23  where you thought we could have the least impact,

         24  and when we didn't follow, you let us know you

         25  weren't happy about that either. You were true and
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          2  honest professionals, and I really want to thank

          3  you.

          4                 (Applause.)

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Although I can't thank

          6  everyone, I do want to underscore the work of

          7  Latonia and Andy, who were terrific; Pablo and Ray,

          8  and the whole Revenue team. I want to thank Jeff

          9  Rodus and everyone in Capital.

         10                 (Applause.)

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: I want to thank Scott

         12  Crowley for all of his hard work. And if I could get

         13  a particular round of applause for someone we don't

         14  see a lot in City Hall, but who is always, when

         15  we're doing stuff back at 250, taking care of the

         16  work, Paul Simone. Someone who did a tremendous

         17  amount of work.

         18                 (Applause.)

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: I said I wouldn't

         20  mention everybody, but I do want to thank and

         21  underscore, as I did with Latonia and Andy, David

         22  Pechefsky, who has been leading us and helping us in

         23  Housing matters.

         24                 (Applause.)

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Obviously, we are all
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          2  most proud in ways of our Education accomplishment.

          3  That would not have happened without Regina

          4  Poreda-Ryan. And we all really, really want to thank

          5  Regina.

          6                 (Applause.)

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: I would tell the

          8  Department of Education to watch out, because Regina

          9  knew your budget well before, but now she really

         10  knows your budget and she'll be watching.

         11                 This year's budget obviously -- let

         12  me, actually, I'm sorry, before I move on to another

         13  point, I want to thank everyone in the Speaker's

         14  Office, from Barbara and all of the assistants, who

         15  dealt with our 9 million questions, I want to thank

         16  Chuck Meara, for all of his assistance. And I hope

         17  he is on the floor, he usually leaves during the

         18  thank yous, because that's just the kind of a guy he

         19  is, but we would not have been able to finish this

         20  budget or get through the recent past months here

         21  without Ramon Martinez.

         22                 (Applause.)

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finally, as I think we

         24  all know, this year's budget process included a much

         25  more detailed, much more thoughtful, much more
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          2  specific vetting process than ever before. It

          3  certainly included a lot more paperwork than ever

          4  before. But that vetting process was important, and

          5  it was important so we could send a message to New

          6  Yorkers that we were spending their money on the

          7  best community organizations we could find who were

          8  up to the job.

          9                 A lot of people put a lot of time and

         10  effort into that vetting process, far more than I

         11  ever thought would be necessary. And I can't mention

         12  all of them, though I do want to thank all of them.

         13  I just want to thank a couple right now, though

         14  there were literally folks from every unit in the

         15  Council who worked on this and I want to thank you.

         16                 But I want to particularly thank Jim

         17  Caras, Phil Monaco, Liz Fine, our General Counsel,

         18  Fran Delvecchia, Bob Hatfield, Josh Aaronson, Nicole

         19  Kalinsky. I don't know if Liz Fine heard her name

         20  before because it was in clapping, so I will say Liz

         21  Fine again. And Billy Martin. Those are some of the

         22  folks who really led the way. So, thank you.

         23                 (Applause.)

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: We have a guest with

         25  us tonight, who is the Director of the Mayor's

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Office of Contracts, and we could not have gotten

          3  through all of this vetting, we would not have a

          4  prequalification process, we wouldn't really have a

          5  process where we can say to the best degree

          6  possible, in a manner that I think is unparalleled

          7  on the municipal or State level, that we were able

          8  to check organizations, to somebody who has yet to

          9  say no when we've asked for help, so if I could ask

         10  all of my colleagues to give a big round of applause

         11  to Marla Simpson, the Director of the Mayor's Office

         12  of Contracts.

         13                 (Applause.)

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: But before I wrap up,

         15  I just want to mention one other person that I

         16  forgot to thank when we were going through the

         17  Finance list, which -- I hope she hasn't left, but

         18  Veronica McNeil, who was a huge help to all of us.

         19                 (Applause.)

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: I don't know where

         21  Veronica is, but I really want to thank you.

         22                 So, thank you, everyone. And again,

         23  our work does not end tonight. In some ways it has

         24  just begun, but I want to thank everyone for all of

         25  their support and hard work.
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          2                 And I want to next call on the Chair

          3  of our Finance Committee, David Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          5  Madam Speaker.

          6                 I want to thank Speaker Quinn, our

          7  new Director of the Finance Division, Preston

          8  Niblack, and the incredible Finance staff. And I

          9  won't repeat all the names that the Speaker

         10  repeated. Of course, I want to thank all of my

         11  colleagues for their hard work on this budget. I

         12  want to thank my staff led by an alumnus of the

         13  Finance staff, Christina Kotsanos, and I also want

         14  to thank all of the Speaker's staff for all of their

         15  hard work.

         16                 While this has been one of the later

         17  budgets that I have been part of, as Chair of the

         18  Finance Committee, the Council was still able to put

         19  together the best possible document, considering the

         20  current economic climate we are facing both

         21  nationally and locally.

         22                 Home owners are still facing record

         23  number foreclosures. Gas prices continue to rise

         24  along with local rent prices, utilities, and adding

         25  to that list, Tuesday's water rate hike will take
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          2  effect.

          3                 In light of the economic climate,

          4  this budget makes good on promises that the Council

          5  has made in the past couple of years to our City's

          6  residents to reduce or limit the tax burden on City

          7  homeowners.

          8                 Like preserving the seven percent

          9  property tax cut, added with the $400 property tax

         10  rebate for homeowners, will hold at a minimum

         11  residential taxpayers harmless from tax increases.

         12                 Libraries will still stay open six

         13  days a week, and we continue to protect our

         14  classrooms from cuts to essential services by

         15  restoring 129 million in education spending, over an

         16  amount the originally proposed in the Mayor's

         17  Executive Budget to prevent any cuts to the

         18  classroom.

         19                 This budget, while it had some

         20  shortfalls, is a sound document that continues to

         21  preserve the fiscal integrity of this great City.

         22                 It is my hope that the economic

         23  picture turns for the better, so we can make future

         24  budgets more inclusive and address the needs of all

         25  New Yorkers.
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          2                 And to those groups that maintained a

          3  tireless effort on the steps of City Hall these past

          4  few weeks, I wish we could have done more for you.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 (Applause).

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: I just want to add,

          8  Madam Public Advocate, to my thank you list,

          9  Jonathan Rosenberg, of Capital, who I forgot.

         10                 (Applause.)

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: And on behalf of Jeff

         12  Rodus, our staff nutritionist, I want to thank

         13  everyone who he needs to thank. And that concludes

         14  Communications from the Speaker.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         16  of General Orders.

         17                 Council Member Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair.

         20                 My colleagues, I rise this evening at

         21  about 10:10 to say that when this budget process

         22  started, I took a pledge at a rally that I would not

         23  vote on a City budget that did not restore at least

         24  a majority of the monies that was cut in the

         25  Executive Budget.
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          2                 And I stand here tonight knowing that

          3  our leader, Christine Quinn, early on, even though

          4  she did not take that pledge, she clearly stated

          5  that one of her top priorities was to make sure that

          6  monies was restored to the classroom. And in fact,

          7  this budget that we adopt tonight will restore $129

          8  million, which would eliminate all of the proposed

          9  cuts that the schools would have to make starting

         10  this fiscal year.

         11                 And, so, I said during the press

         12  conference to our Speaker, Christine Quinn, on

         13  behalf of the 1.1 million school children, on behalf

         14  of all of their parents and guardians, and all of

         15  the principals that must deal with these budgets

         16  that are coming up, I thank you on their behalf.

         17                 And I'm glad that the Coalition to

         18  Keep The Promises, and all the other advocates, and

         19  all of the children that were protesting in front of

         20  Tweed and here at City Hall, and in front of their

         21  schools, I thank them for doing what they had to do

         22  to ensure that this budget contained the monies in

         23  order to ensure that they receive the funding to

         24  obtain at least a sound, basic education for Fiscal

         25  Year 2009.
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          2                 So, on behalf of everyone, I say

          3  thank you to all involved, and especially to our

          4  leader, Christine Quinn.

          5                 (Applause.)

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Dickens.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, this is only my third budget, and the last

         10  two years was encouraging, but the year is extremely

         11  difficult this year. To say the least,

         12  disappointing.

         13                 The Executive Budget makes severe

         14  cuts, cuts to basic services that our residents are
         15  entitled to, particularly those less fortunate,

         16  those that must fight for survival - cuts to

         17  education, cuts to NYCHA, cuts to legal services,

         18  cuts to youth and senior programs. The advocates and

         19  the public should truthfully recognize who made the

         20  cuts and who restored. Administration cut - City

         21  Council restored. Restored as best we could with our

         22  limited budget.

         23                 The Executive Budget cut education.

         24  The Council restored $129 million to keep our

         25  classrooms whole.
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          2                 The Executive Budget cut NYCHA, the

          3  City's main source of affordable housing. The

          4  Council restored $18 million. No, not nearly

          5  sufficient, but it is the Council who restored. For

          6  this is the beginning of Fiscal Year '09. I pray for

          7  a change, that we will be able to provide for

          8  essential services.

          9                 If I were to say no, do not pass the

         10  budget today, I play into the hands of those who

         11  seemingly want the Financial Control Board to take

         12  over our City's finances. As difficult as the

         13  choices are that has been presented by this budget,

         14  it would be a tragedy for that to happen, because

         15  the Financial Control Board would almost guarantee

         16  that our local community-based organizations, and

         17  most local programs would get absolutely no funding,

         18  because they neither know nor care about our local

         19  initiatives, and don't know our communities.

         20                 Council Finance staff stayed late

         21  every night, as did Ramon Martinez and Chuck Meara,

         22  and the Speaker's staff, and I say thank you.

         23                 I thank the Speaker and my colleagues

         24  for fighting until the last minute, for that is why

         25  we're here on a Sunday night. Tomorrow is the very
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          2  last day. The Executive Budget had over $700 million

          3  in cuts, and the Council restored $412 million.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          5  Council member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: With apologies

         10  to my colleagues, I need to take one parting shot.

         11                 I attended the ceremonial handshake

         12  on Thursday night, and I want to say I did not go

         13  there because I felt a partnership with the Mayor. I

         14  went because I wanted to show the respect that our

         15  Speaker deserved for having fought tooth and nail,

         16  for not just the priorities of this Council, but for

         17  the priorities of the people of the City of New

         18  York.

         19                 But I have to say, I am grossly

         20  disappointed in the Mayor, whom I otherwise have

         21  great respect for. This City is not Bloomberg, Inc.,

         22  our form of government is not a monarchy, and this

         23  Council has a role to play, and it has become

         24  increasingly clear, just as we knew in Finance a few

         25  moments ago, that they've understated revenue on
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          2  fines, at the same time that we're recognizing extra

          3  revenue from fines.

          4                 Does anyone here in the real world

          5  believe, they're going to stop writing tickets next

          6  year? We're not that foolish.

          7                 Frankly, his rhetoric on the hotel

          8  tax, a lousy $4 a night US to foreign tourists, who

          9  are paying $400 a night, could have saved many of

         10  the hard and obnoxious choices that we had to make

         11  that hurt New Yorkers. His position was

         12  unreasonable, and without any reason.

         13                 So, I'm going to vote for this budget

         14  tonight, because I'm going to focus on the things

         15  that we accomplished. And New Yorkers should make no

         16  mistake, it is the City Council, not the Mayor, it

         17  is the City Council that accomplished them:

         18                 - restoring the classrooms in full;

         19                 - restoring 5,500 summer jobs;

         20                 - saving as many NYCHA centers as

         21  possible;

         22                 - keeping a couple of hundred runaway

         23  and homeless youth from being thrown out of shelter

         24  beds.

         25                 Those are the things I'm going to
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          2  focus on in this budget. And last, but not least,

          3  stopping the Mayor of the City of New York from

          4  reaching into our pockets with the property tax,

          5  until and unless it was absolutely necessary.

          6                 We have to move forward, and we're

          7  going to move forward. We're not going to spend any

          8  money that we don't have. But while Mike may think

          9  he knows best, he doesn't know all, and this Council

         10  is going to continue to stand up for the things that

         11  we think are important.

         12                 (Applause.)
         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         16  much, Madam Chair.

         17                 You know, I stand today to say we

         18  could point at the Mayor, and all of us will, and he

         19  certainly deserves every piece of criticism he gets,

         20  but we have the power to pass or reject this budget,

         21  and if we say each and every year that we can't do

         22  our own budget, because he won't spend the money,

         23  then you don't go into negotiations with any

         24  leverage.

         25                 When you go before a billionaire
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          2  businessman that's waiting for you to blink, and you

          3  come in there and you strip yourself of any

          4  leverage, saying I will not pass my own budget,

          5  because he won't spend the money, Giuliani did that

          6  to us before, and if he does that, he'll hurt the

          7  agencies. Well, then you just lost any negotiating

          8  strength that you've had.

          9                 And I feel tonight, I was hoping

         10  beyond hope, we should vote no. I'm voting no for

         11  this budget. Because, yeah, you put 129 million back

         12  in education, you put 18 million back for NYCHA, but

         13  look what you did to infant mortality, cut it. Look

         14  what you did to the CUNY scholarships, cut it. Look

         15  what you did to the youth programs, cut it.

         16  Fifteen-hundred jobs not happening. And almost

         17  devastated so much in legal services. The Mayor

         18  doesn't need that, he has his own lawyers.

         19                 We have devastated other people who

         20  are not going to be celebrating and cheering. I was

         21  out there when some of them are crying. A no vote

         22  would have had them both scurrying back to the table

         23  tonight. We would have passed a budget during a 4.5

         24  million to 6.3 billion dollar surplus; why couldn't

         25  we take 200,000 out of that, roll over 4.3 billion,

                                                            39

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  and deal with a 1.5 instead of a 1.3 billion dollar

          3  deficit? We could have done it. We should still do

          4  it tonight. Vote no for this budget and make them go

          5  back to the table and do the right thing for the

          6  people in this City.

          7                 (Applause.)

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, I want to use my two minutes to address

         12  the Capital Budget which receives too little

         13  attention, even though it involves billions and

         14  billions of public funds.

         15                 Just a few moments ago, the Deputy

         16  Director for the Office of Management and Budget

         17  testified that he could not assure that the Capital

         18  Budget proposed by the Mayor could not guarantee

         19  sufficient funds to allow for the reconstruction of

         20  Fiterman Hall, the building a few blocks from this

         21  City Hall where we sit, which was damaged and stands

         22  unused as a result of the attacks of 9/11.

         23                 In fact, the deficiency in that

         24  budget assures that there will be a gap, there will

         25  be another hole in Lower Manhattan, and the students
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          2  of the CUNY system will remain underserved. Shame on

          3  us.

          4                 Madam Speaker, I will vote yes on the

          5  Capital Budget, because due to, Madam Speaker, your

          6  leadership, and due to the commitment of this body,

          7  and due to the heroic efforts and the ingenuous

          8  efforts of Jeff Rodus and his Capital Budget Team,

          9  there are in place to many important projects that

         10  we ought not to risk delay.

         11                 But this budget remains still too

         12  deficient.  At the moment we pass it, we must work

         13  to correct it and amend it, not only for Fiterman

         14  Hall, but for all the other projects. And I'll point

         15  out that it is precisely at this time of economic

         16  downturn, with lower interest rates, that we must,

         17  as a City, make the investments in our

         18  infrastructure, in our rebuilding efforts. Because

         19  if we don't do it now, we will do it later at

         20  greater cost to the people of the City of New York,

         21  and with greater delay to the necessary, to the

         22  creation and the maintenance of the necessary

         23  facilities to assure our economic reground and our

         24  continued growth as a City.

         25                 I, therefore, urge us to work and
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          2  commit ourselves to a capital budget which promotes

          3  the economy and serves all New Yorkers going

          4  forward.

          5                 Thank you, my colleagues.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to echo

          9  Council Member Fidler's words. I won't say all of

         10  them again. But we were dealt with a set of

         11  circumstances that required us to be more

         12  transparent than ever before.

         13                 And I want to thank Speaker Quinn for

         14  rising to that challenge and together with the

         15  Finance Staff, she named all the names, I won't name

         16  all of them again, to ensure that this Council had a

         17  level of understanding of this budget that we never

         18  had before, had a deeper level and clearly, all of

         19  the people that worked on budget negotiation and all

         20  of the people that helped Finance staff with getting

         21  the information for budget negotiation to make the

         22  difficult decisions that we had today.

         23                 Truly no one is happy, because we

         24  weren't able to do the entire 700 million

         25  restoration, but 413 million restoration is more
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          2  than half of what we had done. It's almost

          3  unprecedented in the number that we've been able to

          4  restore. And we must not forget that.

          5                 While we have made some difficult

          6  decisions, today is just the beginning of a new

          7  process to ensure that we do everything we can to

          8  widen the umbrella to understand that the City needs

          9  to be protected and enhanced in ways that we haven't

         10  done before, to find new ways to be helpful to

         11  people, and to ensure that the safety net, that the

         12  Council doesn't walk away from this with our heads

         13  down, but walk away with this with our heads up, to

         14  be determined to do whatever is necessary to protect

         15  all New Yorkers.

         16                 Our responsibilities don't end here.

         17  Our task is not ended tonight. We still have a

         18  responsibility to address needs and fight for our

         19  communities and fight for those programs and

         20  services that we know deliver at a high level to our

         21  communities.

         22                 So, I'm here to say that while this

         23  is the most difficult budget that I ever done,

         24  because, you know, I hate to say no to anybody,

         25  there is a reality in this budget that we must
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          2  respect, there is a reality in this world that we

          3  must adhere to, and there is another opportunity,

          4  especially now that we've been so well informed, to

          5  make sure that as times get better, and I'm

          6  prayerful that they will, and the economic forecast

          7  that I saw for the third quarter shows improvement,

          8  that we have to do everything that we can to seize

          9  the opportunity as soon as it comes to us, to work

         10  to make sure that every group in this City has a
         11  chance to thrive, survive, expand and grow.

         12                 I will proudly vote aye on this

         13  budget. I would encourage all members to vote aye on

         14  this budget, and encourage all members that advocacy

         15  does not start tonight, it only begins -- advocacy

         16  does not stop tonight, it only begins.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, in truth, Council Member Comrie really

         22  made the points that I would have made. No one is

         23  celebrating cuts to Legal Aid and vital services,

         24  but I am proud of the role that the Council has

         25  played in crafting a budget that deals responsibly
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          2  with these straightened circumstances that we find

          3  ourselves in. There is a reality to the numbers, and

          4  I think that we have done a responsible job in

          5  meeting that reality.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Mendez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.

         10                 I had to cut short my Gay Pride

         11  Celebration today to come here, so I'm in my City

         12  clothes, and I always like to tell people that I'm a

         13  native New Yorker who went to public schools and

         14  grew up in public housing, so with that I'd like to

         15  just say a little something that I learned in the

         16  public schools.

         17                 To fund or not to fund - that is the

         18  question. Whether tis nobler in the mind to suffer

         19  the slings and arrows, the cuts, restorations and

         20  enhancements of outrageous budget fortune or

         21  misfortune; or whether to take arms against the

         22  Schedule C of troubles, and by opposing end them.

         23                 Well, as much as I'd like to oppose

         24  this budget, I can't because we fought too hard to

         25  restore cuts that across the other side of City Hall
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          2  was made to the public schools, that was made to

          3  public housing, and when they start to close down

          4  the senior centers and the community centers, I hope

          5  the people up in the stands and that were out on the

          6  steps take it to the other side of City Hall.

          7                 Today 18 million for NYCHA saves
          8  about 75 of the 280 senior and community centers. In

          9  the long term that will be devastating to the people

         10  who live in and around public housing. So, I do not

         11  proudly vote yes on this budget, but I will vote

         12  yes.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         15  nobody else -- oh, Council Member Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I share the sentiments that were

         19  expressed by Council Member Barron and Council

         20  Member Fidler.

         21                 I'm not going to cast a protest vote

         22  tonight. I am capable of doing that, and perhaps

         23  have reason to, but I don't feel that that's what I

         24  should do.

         25                 I do wish to speak up on behalf of a
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          2  victim of this process, and I'm sure there are many.

          3                 One organization, in particular, that

          4  was an initiative of this body, this City Council

          5  Initiative. I was not the lead sponsor even,

          6  nonetheless, it's a program called HIP, H-I-P,

          7  Helping Involve Parents. It started probably around

          8  five, six years ago. It's Citywide in nature by now.

          9  It's a very, very helpful and effective program. It

         10  connects the school to the home, through computers

         11  and even through phone, where computers were not

         12  available.

         13                 It could deal with homework

         14  assignments, it could deal with counseling, it could

         15  deal with emergency situations. It was a very, very

         16  effective program that is no longer with us, and I,

         17  for the life of me, can't figure out why.

         18                 DOI say they were not the target of

         19  an investigation. Investigation was funding the

         20  agencies. They spent $3 million in anticipation of a

         21  contract that they had had for the last five or six

         22  years, coming through DYCD. They are told now they

         23  must go through the Comptroller's Office, try and

         24  get some equity complaint, whatever that is, some

         25  process where perhaps they can get reimbursed for
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          2  money they have already spent.  We zeroed the amount

          3  of '09 budget, not because it wasn't doing a good

          4  job, not because they stole any money, not because

          5  they did anything wrong and improper, and I really

          6  can't find out why.

          7                 DOE says they don't want the program

          8  because they didn't think of the idea. So, why don't

          9  you go with this program? Tell us something that

         10  they did wrong. Tell us something that isn't

         11  operating well. And we never got an answer.

         12                 And, yet, we fail to be the advocates

         13  that we are supposed to be, looking after, quote,

         14  the little guy, or looking after those guys that are

         15  actually doing the work, in this case, in the

         16  educational system. Very strong advocate for

         17  parents, which has been very supportive of those

         18  schools where this program exists.

         19                 So, I'd like to speak on behalf of

         20  that program. And the Speaker says, this is not the

         21  end, this is not the beginning - well, I hope this

         22  is the beginning of looking into that situation so

         23  we can correct it.

         24                 Thank you very much, Madam Speaker,

         25  Public Advocate.

                                                            48

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member James.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 Council Member James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: We kept our

          7  promise to the children of the New York City public

          8  schools, but we didn't keep our promise to the

          9  children of NYCHA. We didn't keep our promise to

         10  their parents who need attorneys, because they're

         11  facing eviction, and/or foreclosure.

         12                 We didn't keep our promise to the

         13  children who need public health care and to the

         14  nurses and to their seniors, their grandparents who

         15  rely upon Meals-On-Wheels, and to those who

         16  patronize the senior centers, and all of the kids

         17  who rely upon us for those summer jobs. And today we

         18  celebrate Pride Day, but we also cut HIV and AIDS

         19  programs to those who need it most. Core services to

         20  the most vulnerable. Services that the working poor

         21  rely upon. And although the responsibility falls

         22  primarily on the shoulders of the Mayor for this

         23  conservative budget, conservative revenue estimate,

         24  the only thing the Mayor can celebrate is the fact

         25  that he unveiled four waterfalls in New York City

                                                            49

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  and in Brooklyn. Four waterfalls because he

          3  anticipates that it will generate revenue from

          4  tourists.

          5                 Council Member Fidler proposed a

          6  modest one percent hotel tax, which could have

          7  solved all of these woes, all of these hits, and he

          8  rejected it out of hand.

          9                 I also even considered, wanted to put

         10  on the table the fact that, not to end but to mend

         11  or end or reduce property taxes and/or rebates. And

         12  that wasn't even discussed or considered.

         13                 So, I say all of this to say that

         14  there is nothing much to celebrate, because some of

         15  the constituents that I represent will be badly hurt

         16  by this. And this squarely falls on the shoulders of

         17  the richest man in the City of New York, Mayor Mike

         18  Bloomberg.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay,

         20  Reports of Standing Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         23                 Reports of Special Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of
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          2  Standing Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          4  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

          5                 Intro. 702-A. Electronic paystubs for

          6  City Employees.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and Coupled on

          8  General Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report on the

         10  Committee on Finance.

         11                 Preconsidered 802.

         12                 Fixing the tax rates.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders with a Message of Necessity.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         16  1503.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         20  1504 and 1505. Adjusted base proportions.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 797 and Reso 1506

         24  through Preconsidered LU 816 and Reso 1508. Various

         25  Land Use items.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 1020 and Resos 1510

          5  and 1511. Expense Revenue Contract Budget.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 1021 and Resos 1512

          9  and 1513. Executive Capital Budget.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 1022 and Reso 1514.

         13  Proposed CD Budget.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 1080

         17  and Reso 1515. Amendment to the 2005-2009 Five-Year

         18  Capital Plan.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Presconsidered M 1103

         22  and Reso 1516. Fixing the Tax Rate.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M's 1081
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          2  and Reso 1517 and 1082 and Reso 1518.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 912 through M 918.

          6  Submitting various budget items.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 1023 through M 1027.

          9  Various budget items.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         12  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         13                 Intro. 777. Environmental Control

         14  Board changes.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Adopted and laid over.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         17  Committee on Housing and Buildings. Intro. 763-A.

         18  Classifying housekeeping violations.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and Laid Over.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Land Use.

         22                 LU 748 and Reso 1519.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 749-A and Reso
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          2  1520. Disposition of City-owned property.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          4  General Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 758 and Reso 1521

          6  through LU 774 and Reso 1524. Various UDAAPs and

          7  ULURPs.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 786 and 787.

         11  Amendment to the Zoning Map and Zoning Resolution.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

         13  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         14  Commission, pursuant to Rule 11.70-b of the Rules of

         15  the Council and Section 197-d of the New York City

         16  Charter.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 796 and Reso 1525

         18  through LU 811 on page 16. Various Land Use items.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         23                 Preconsidered Reso 1536. Approving

         24  changes to certain Committees.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          6  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 And at this point, I'd like to ask

         10  for a roll call on all matters that have been

         11  coupled on the General Order Calendar, please, Madam

         12  Public Advocate.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you, to

         15  all those who worked on the budget. And I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all,

         18  except on Intro. 702-A, I vote no.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'd like to

         21  explain my vote.

         22                 On Intro. 702-A, I am voting no. DC

         23  37 opposes that. And based upon they feel it should

         24  be part of a Collective Bargaining Agreement and not

         25  a legislative move and they have other concerns
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          2  about that. So, I vote no on Intro. 702-A.

          3                 And I want to further mention that

          4  the Veterans Program in CUNY, a million dollars has

          5  been cut to $500,000.  And veterans, I mean, they've

          6  fought for this country and they're going to have to

          7  close some of their centers.

          8                 And Fiterman Hall, that I thank

          9  Council Member Alan Gerson for his support and

         10  mentioning Fiterman Hall, this was destroyed by

         11  9/11, and for seven years we've been trying to get

         12  it rebuilt.  And BMCC students are packed in

         13  classrooms and have no room to really do the kind of

         14  studying that they need to do, and they've been

         15  under stress because of a small difference in this

         16  budget that the Mayor and the City refused to come

         17  up with. So, for that I vote no on M 1021, the

         18  Expense Budget, and its accompanying resos; and no

         19  on M 1022, the Capital Budget and its accompanying

         20  resos.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'm going to

         23  vote yes.

         24                 I wanted to thank, as Co-Chair with

         25  Dan Garodnick of the Manhattan Delegation, certainly
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          2  Regina Poreda, and David Pechefsky, and Pakhi

          3  Sengupta, because they did double duty in terms of

          4  working with the wonderful, but inquisitive

          5  Manhattan Delegation. And I want to thank Shula

          6  Warren and Canol Mihalta from our office, who kept

          7  the whole delegation going for the last few months.

          8                 Just yesterday I spoke, the honor of

          9  the Commencement Speaker at LaGuardia High School,

         10  and I think I gave a pretty good speech. But the

         11  real issue was the thank you from the parents, 3,000

         12  strong in the audience, for the work that the

         13  Council has done to restore the education funding.

         14                 Robert, you should have seen how

         15  grateful people were. It was very moving and very

         16  historic.

         17                 I also want to say in that vain, it's

         18  a tough budget. I'm particularly concerned about the

         19  future for NYCHA, Legal Services, and despite

         20  Domenic's amazing work, the cultural organizations

         21  of our great City.

         22                 I vote aye and thank the Speaker and

         23  thank her staff, but particularly thank my staff and

         24  the Budget Negotiation Team.

         25                 I hope that during the year we will
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          2  spend a great deal of time figuring out if there

          3  really are public/private partnerships that are

          4  possible, looking at ways to save money like the

          5  immense amount of mailings that the City does, and

          6  finding ways, because without these programs,

          7  families and individuals will suffer.

          8                 Thank you. And I vote aye. Two

          9  caveats: one is, I teach at Hunter College Urban

         10  Studies; and second, my husband is a lecturer, very

         11  part-time, New York Historical Society. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Como.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMO: I vote aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd like to

         17  vote aye on all. I'd like to disclose for the

         18  record, I'm voting for this budget, which includes

         19  funding for York College, where my wonderful wife,

         20  who has put up with me for, it will be 18 years at

         21  the end of this month, and has made me a better

         22  person, and I love her dearly, has a part-time job

         23  in King Man im Museum, is also being funded, where

         24  my wife is an unpaid volunteer Board member, and I'd

         25  like to disclose that for the record.
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          2                 I'd like to also take the opportunity

          3  to thank the Finance Staff that worked with the

          4  Queens Delegation, Veronica McNeil, Ralph, Chima and

          5  Andy, and all of the people that were involved in

          6  putting this budget together again.

          7                 I'd like to thank the Queens

          8  Delegation for all their support in trying to get to

          9  a place that we are today.

         10                 Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: With

         13  tremendous appreciation to everyone who worked so

         14  hard on this budget, I vote aye on all, and I'd also

         15  like to disclose that my wife is an Assistant Vice

         16  President at Maimonides Medical Center, and that I

         17  am an ex-officio member of the Prospect Park

         18  Alliance Board. Both of these institutions are in

         19  our budget, and I'm very proud of my affiliation

         20  with both these good programs.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, I'd like
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          2  to vote aye on all, except for Intro. 702-A, which I

          3  vote no.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: I'd like to

          6  vote aye in all, except Intro. 702-A.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'd like to

          9  disclose that I have a sister who is employed by

         10  Yellet Head Start Program (phonetic). I vote yes on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I don't really

         14  like to disclose it, but I'm told I have to.

         15                 My wife, the love of my life,

         16  substitute teaches six to 12 times a year in

         17  District 22. There is money in this budget for

         18  District 22 schools, I don't believe any of them

         19  where my wife has substitute taught.

         20                 I also want to disclose that I am an

         21  Honorary Director at the Tanger Hillel at Brooklyn

         22  College and the Wyckoff House Association. And I

         23  serve as a representative of this Council on the

         24  Center for New York City Neighborhoods. Debbie

         25  Malone is a Council staffer, is married to Paul
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          2  Kuriali (phonetic), who is the Executive Director of

          3  Millennium Development, and her mother, Joan, works

          4  part-time in one of their programs, as well, as well

          5  as the Bergen Beach Youth Organization. And Brian

          6  Lee of my staff is married to Laurie Bruno Lee, who

          7  has some job, I don't have the vaguest idea which,

          8  at SUNY Downstate Medical Center, all of whom are

          9  receiving money in this budget.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Are they happily

         11  married?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: They're

         13  happily married, yes. Just had a baby, a wonderful

         14  thing.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Mosel tov.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

         17                 I also want to add my thanks to the

         18  entire Council staff, especially the Finance staff,

         19  Preston and Jeff, and I want to add a special thank

         20  you to Rocco D'Angelo, the Finance Analyst for the

         21  Youth Committee.

         22                 (Applause.)

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And I guess

         24  with that, I vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you.

          3  Madam Public Advocate, I would like to make a few

          4  small disclosures.

          5                 First, a member of my staff

          6  contributes for periodic membership dues of the

          7  Carnegie Hill Neighbors Association, which is funded

          8  in the City Budget.

          9                 Another member of my staff is a

         10  resident of Waterside Plaza. The Waterside Plaza

         11  Tenants Association is funded in this budget, and I

         12  am a resident of Stuyvesant Town and Peter Cooper

         13  Village, and the Stuyvesant Town Peter Cooper

         14  Village Tenants Association is funded in this

         15  budget.

         16                 With that, I'd also like to

         17  congratulate my colleague, Jessica Lappin for Intro.

         18  702-A, and also thank my Co-Chair of the Manhattan

         19  Delegation, Gale Brewer, for her hard work in

         20  advocating on behalf of our Borough, and my staff

         21  member, Justine Almada, in particular, for all of

         22  her hard work. And with that, I vote aye on all.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, I also would like to thank the entire

          5  staff for putting this budget together and in voting

          6  on the budget. It includes funding for IS 259, where

          7  my sister is a Parent Coordinator.

          8                 I, too, believe that we'll be back to

          9  a vote on additional revenue in this budget. But on

         10  the bright side, the fact is that we've saved

         11  six-day library service, through the leadership of

         12  our Speaker, and also on the bright side, the $400

         13  rebate and the property tax cut.

         14                 So, with those good things, and with

         15  the leadership of our Speaker, I vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, and my colleagues, I am so proud to

         19  disclose that my mother is an unpaid Board member of

         20  Friends of LaGuardia Place, in addition to the so

         21  many other activities and ways in which she

         22  contributes to our City.

         23                 Lucy Sezari, a wonderful volunteer in

         24  our office, also is an unpaid member of Friends of

         25  LaGuardia Place.
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          2                 Jing Yu Yin, also a wonderful aid in

          3  our district office, is a senior aid with the

          4  Chinese-American Planning Council.

          5                 I want to thank all who have been

          6  thanked who contributed to this budget exercise. I

          7  want to acknowledge and thank the leaders of our

          8  Manhattan Delegation, Gale Brewer and Dan Garodnick.

          9  I want to thank the District 1 staff led by, and

         10  team, led by our Chief of Staff Tammy Tow, for all

         11  they've done.

         12                 And present with us still tonight,

         13  including Dr. Leonard Golubchek and Diane Stein.

         14                 As, Madam Speaker, you pointed out,

         15  this budget is a work-in-progress. And with your

         16  leadership, it will continue in a positive

         17  direction. But let us all keep in mind that

         18  government is not a corporation, and as we face

         19  difficult times, government has an obligation to act

         20  in a counter-cyclical way. When more people face

         21  homelessness, that is when we must increase homeless

         22  services. When less people are able to go away on

         23  vacation, that is when we must buttress our senior

         24  citizens.
         25                 When more people face loss of jobs,
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          2  that is when we must improve and expand summer jobs.

          3  And we, fortunately, as a City have the resources

          4  and creativity to do so, and do so we must.

          5                 I vote aye, except I vote no on

          6  Intro. 7102-A (sic). Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'd like to

          9  disclose that I am an ex-officio Board member of the

         10  Museum of Moving Image, PS 1 Contemporary Art

         11  Center, a MoMA affiliate, and an ex-officio Advisory

         12  Board Member of City Year New York. With that, I

         13  vote yes. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Before I

         16  vote, I'd like to disclose that my husband works at

         17  Maimonides Hospital for 25 years and my son for nine

         18  years. And I know that this body funds it, and

         19  they're an incredible institution. So, I vote aye.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Yes, I just

         23  want to disclose that Jimmy Oddo thinks he's a much

         24  better baseball officinato than his rotisserie

         25  baseball team's record proves.
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          2                 With that, I vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I've been

          5  advised that I must disclose that I am affiliated

          6  with the New York City Public Access Law Library, an

          7  excellent program that makes law libraries available

          8  to the general public at no fee.

          9                 But also, I wanted to thank our

         10  Finance staff for their hard work on behalf of the

         11  people of the City of New York, and also there is

         12  one individual that is a pretty decent basketball

         13  player and he is relocating back to Chicago. I

         14  believe he is still here. His name is Aaron

         15  Feinstein.

         16                 Aaron, thank you on behalf of all of

         17  the members.

         18                 (Applause.)

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I vote aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: They tell me

         23  that there is a possibility that we will be looking
         24  at a budget modification to identify revenue so that

         25  we could address some of these budget cuts.
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          2                 They also tell me that there is a

          3  possibility that we will be forming a task force to

          4  deal with the infrastructure needs of NYCHA

          5  residents of NYCHA. They also tell me that there is

          6  a possibility -- well, I would like to tell you that

          7  I am going to be joining a campaign with Council

          8  Member Lew Fidler to pass this one percent hotel

          9  tax, and also will be initiating a campaign to look

         10  at the possibility of reducing the rebates and the

         11  property tax in the City of New York.

         12                 And, so, with a heavy heart, I vote

         13  aye, hoping and praying that we will revisit these

         14  budget cuts in the near future.

         15                 I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: I just really

         23  wanted to thank Joe Addabbo, Chair of the Civil

         24  Service and Labor Committee. I wanted to thank our

         25  Speaker Christine Quinn. I wanted to thank Laura
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          2  Popa and Caroline Mellow for all of their work on

          3  the Electronic Paystubs Bill. And I wanted to

          4  mention our Co-chairs in Manhattan, Dan Garodnick

          5  and Gale Brewer and their staff, Shula and Justine,

          6  who have worked incredibly hard over the last couple

          7  of months.

          8                 And with that, I vote aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all, with

         11  the exception of preconsidered Intro. 802, and

         12  Intro. 702-A.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: May I

         15  please be excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: I, too,

         18  am going to be voting in favor of this budget, but

         19  as my colleague Tish James said, with a "heavy

         20  heart."

         21                 I've been really struggling these

         22  past couple of days with the difficult decisions

         23  before us, and this budget is really going to have a

         24  lot of repercussions in the communities like the

         25  ones that I represent. But we did struggle very hard
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          2  to at least provide some relief and some

          3  restorations on issues of importance. I really want

          4  to thank particularly all those colleagues that

          5  stood up and really stood strong to ensure that we

          6  do provide some funding to NYCHA.

          7                 I'm very hurt with regards to the

          8  cuts to Legal Services, but as Tish James indicated,

          9  I was going to talk about that, too, that if there

         10  is a budget mod, with all the work that lies ahead,

         11  we must be vigilant, we must be diligent, as well as

         12  a Council, to ensure that we continue to stand up

         13  strong for all of those in this City, and

         14  particularly those that are hardest hit by these

         15  economic times.

         16                 So, having said all of that, I will

         17  join all those efforts, and I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I request

         20  brief leave to explain my vote, Madam Public

         21  Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I just need

         24  to disclose, as I have done in years past, that I

         25  have two brothers, who I love very much, who are
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          2  lobbyists, despite that I love them, and they may

          3  have clients who have business, who have funding in

          4  this budget, although none of that is known to me.

          5                 I also want to thank all those who

          6  worked so hard on this budget, and with that, I vote

          7  aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Permission to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I vote aye on

         13  this budget, with a regret that we weren't able to

         14  do more for public housing, and that we had to make

         15  the severe cuts to Legal Services, Legal Aid, and a

         16  lot of HIV funding.

         17                 I want to take this opportunity to

         18  thank Chairman Erik Dilan for his leadership and

         19  assistance on public housing and getting these

         20  funds. And my colleagues, Melissa Mark-Viverito,

         21  Tish James and Robert Jackson, who have never missed

         22  a meeting, who have always been there to support me

         23  and public housing, and of course, Speaker Christine

         24  Quinn. We couldn't have gotten this 18 million

         25  without all of you.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: It's

          5  almost 11:00 p.m., I'd like to just vote aye on all,

          6  with the exception of 702-A, which I vote no to.

          7                 Thank you. Goodnight, everybody.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Although I'm

         10  quite dismayed with the upcoming closing of so many

         11  NYCHA senior centers --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: -- And a few

         15  other shortcomings in the budget, the Council

         16  members and staff did a great job fighting a

         17  powerful and formative and formidable, yet, I think

         18  good-hearted Mayor, so it wasn't that easy overall.

         19  I congratulate them.

         20                 And I have nothing further to

         21  disclose, except perhaps I have never been, I am not

         22  a member of the Communist Party. I vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: May I be

          3  excused?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: First, I'd

          6  like to disclose that I'm voting in favor of the

          7  proposed budget, which includes funding for public

          8  schools in my district, and one of the schools, PS

          9  215, is the school where my daughters attend.

         10                 Second, as you know, this year's

         11  budget was not easy for everyone here today.

         12                 I want to start off by thanking the

         13  Mayor, Deputy Mayor Patty Harris, Commissioner Kate

         14  Levin, and their entire staff.

         15                 I also would like to thank the

         16  Speaker and her staff and Chuck and Ramon for all

         17  they have done.

         18                 And next, I'd like to thank the

         19  Finance staff of the City Council, including

         20  Preston, Jeff Rodus, who has done a great job. He's

         21  worked in the middle of the night. Let's give a

         22  round of applause to Jeff.

         23                 (Applause.)

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: And Jeff's

         25  assistant, Jonathan Rosenberg, and Crystal, for
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          2  their great job.

          3                 Also, Scott Crowley. But I also would

          4  like to thank the Cultural Affairs staff led by Jake

          5  Herring, Tanya and Rachel and Danielle, and

          6  especially my Chief of Staff, Karen Becker, for

          7  their outstanding job.

          8                 I also want everyone to know that the

          9  Cultural Affairs Awards would be on the Internet,

         10  effective July 1st, to see all the awards from the

         11  CDF Fund.

         12                 Next, I think everyone displayed a

         13  lot of passion during this process, and at times,

         14  this passion has put us at odds, but at the end of

         15  the day, we're able to come together with the

         16  spending plan that will address important issues,

         17  like education, with an eye toward keeping us afloat

         18  in an unstable economy.

         19                 We had to make a lot of hard

         20  decisions. As Chairman of the Cultural Affairs

         21  Committee, I was disturbed to see such deep cuts

         22  were being considered for our City's museums,

         23  theaters, galleries and cultural groups. The cuts

         24  that had been considered would have been

         25  devastating, but I'm happy to say that some of those
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          2  cuts were restored by this City Council.

          3                 I am also troubled by the fact that

          4  cultural cuts, including the $4 million for the

          5  security for cultural institutions, and lost of many

          6  jobs. Our culturals bring tourists and important

          7  economic engines. But I must say that I am proud to

          8  say that the libraries are here to stay for six days

          9  a week, and thanks to this wonderful Speaker, and

         10  all of us here today, that there will be six days

         11  library service in our City.

         12                 I just want everyone to know, it's

         13  very important that we realize the road ahead of us

         14  is rocky. We must know that the economy is in bad

         15  shape. This coming Thursday, you're going to hear

         16  about non-farm (phonetic) payrolls coming out.

         17  They're all signs that the economy is getting worse

         18  every day. But before things get better, we, in the

         19  City Council, must unite together to get this budget

         20  done. We need to remain together, work together, so

         21  we don't let the people of the City of New York

         22  down. And I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: No to 702-A.

          3  I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes. Just to

          6  explain my vote?

          7                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: So

          8  ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: With a few

         10  disclosures. Just to go on the record that I am an

         11  Associate Adjunct Professor at John Jay College, and

         12  that my wife is also a school teacher in the public

         13  school system that I don't fund. And my cousin is

         14  one of the directors of the libraries that I don't

         15  fund. And anybody else that the newspaper wants to

         16  attribute to me, please disclose it.

         17                 Thank you. And I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: So

         22  ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         24                 Before I vote, I do want to echo all

         25  the thank yous to the staff of Finance. They have
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          2  done an absolutely extraordinary job, in the first,

          3  most difficult times we've ever had.

          4                 I want to thank my staff Eric Blum,

          5  and Alissa Pollack, because they kept me sane, and

          6  all of the members of the negotiating Committee,

          7  because we certainly had tugs of war and we all came

          8  unified at the end.

          9                 Before I vote, I would like to

         10  disclose for the record that the Executive Budget

         11  includes, that the budget includes funding for the

         12  Executive Leadership Institute, which is the CSA.

         13  It's a wonderful program, and I'm proud to note that

         14  my son, Stewart, from time to time does work for the

         15  CSA.

         16                 I vote no on 702-A; and I vote yes on

         17  all the rest.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: On full

         21  disclosure, I want to disclose that I am a Board

         22  member of New York College of Podiatric Medicine. My

         23  wife, son and daughter are health professionals who

         24  work with HHC, and I want to disclose that.

         25                 I would like to vote no on Intro.
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          2  702-A; and yes on all the rest.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I vote no on

          6  702-A; I vote aye for all the other budget bills. I

          7  do want to disclose that my wife is a school teacher

          8  in PS 304, Bronx, and I am an Adjunct Professor at

          9  Queens College.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I would like to

         12  disclose that I'm a Founding Member of Medgar Evers

         13  College. I actually was on the negotiating team for

         14  the community that negotiated with the Board of

         15  Education back in 1969 for Medgar Evers College.

         16                 I would like to disclose that all of

         17  my children and grandchildren go to public schools,

         18  even though they had alternatives. It was a

         19  commitment to public education, sometimes I wonder,

         20  but they did well. They're all brilliant and very

         21  talented.

         22                 I would like to disclose, as I was

         23  told to, that two of my daughters are employed at

         24  Medgar Evers College, as is a son-in-law. I'd like

         25  to disclose that I am a Founding Member of Black
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          2  Leadership Commission on AIDS, as founded in 1987, I

          3  have been a Board member since that time. I think we

          4  provide some funds to them in this budget.

          5                 Other than that, I vote aye

          6  reluctantly on this budget.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. Before I

          9  vote I would like to disclose that my wife, Ronnie,

         10  is about to start a new job at Queens Borough

         11  Community College tomorrow, as Director of Special

         12  Events. Although, she will not be paid out of City

         13  funds, she will be paid out of Research Foundation

         14  funds. And I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I would like

         17  to disclose to you, my colleagues, that my wife is a

         18  paid employee at the Metropolitan Opera of New York.

         19  While they are not listed by name in Schedule C or

         20  any of the other budget documents, I don't believe

         21  they're listed by name, they do receive City

         22  funding.

         23                 I vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: I vote aye on
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          2  all; and no on 702-A.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I'd like to

          5  disclose that I'm very, very hungry, and vote yes on

          6  all. And just say on one serious note, that if you

          7  look at the numbers in terms of staff of the

          8  Department of Finance at OMB and you compare them to

          9  the numbers of staff as we have in our Finance

         10  Division, it makes an incredible job even that much

         11  more impressive. And I want to thank all of those

         12  good staff people under the great leadership of

         13  Preston. Thank you.

         14                 (Applause.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Before I vote, I'd

         17  like to disclose once again for the record that I'm

         18  voting on a budget today which includes funding for

         19  the Hetrick Martin Institute. As I've said before,

         20  my partner is a volunteer, non-paid Board member,

         21  for this excellent organization.

         22                 With that disclosure, I vote aye on

         23  the budget and all other coupled General Orders.

         24                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Okay,

         25  all items on today's General Order Calendar were
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          2  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in

          3  the negative, and zero abstentions, with the

          4  exception of Intro. 702-A, which was adopted by a

          5  vote of 38 in the affirmative, 12 in the negative,

          6  and zero abstentions; and Intro. 802, which was

          7  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, one in

          8  the negative, zero abstentions; and M 1021 and Reso

          9  1512 and Resolution 1513, which was adopted by a

         10  vote of 49 in the affirmative, one in the negative;

         11  and M 1022 and Reso 1514, which was adopted by a

         12  vote of 49 affirmative, one in the negative, zero

         13  abstentions; and --

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: If I could remind my

         15  colleagues, we have --

         16                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: We're

         17  not done yet.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: -- We have a

         19  resolution on the calendar, if folks could just stay

         20  to finish the last item of business.

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Right.

         22                 I now declare the Expense Budget,

         23  Revenue Contract Budget, the Executive Capital

         24  Budget, for Fiscal Year 2009, and the Capital Budget

         25  for the three succeeding fiscal years, all as
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          2  modified in accordance with the relevant sections of

          3  the New York City Charter, are hereby adopted on

          4  this 29th day of June 2008 at 11:00 p.m.

          5                 Resolutions.

          6                 Quiet, please.

          7                 We have one more bit of business

          8  before we can go.

          9                 No discussion? Preconsidered

         10  Resolution 1500.

         11                 Resolution calling upon President

         12  Bush to sign the post-9/11 Veterans Education

         13  Assistance Act.

         14                 All in favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Hearing none, is that it? No General

         17  Discussion. I hereby --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Excuse me,

         19  General Discussion.

         20                 I'm only kidding.

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

         22  Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         24  to the Committees as indicated on the agenda.

         25                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: With
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          2  that, am I allowed to call this -- now the meeting

          3  is adjourned. Thank you. God bless all.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 11:03 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 29th day of June 2008.
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         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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