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Title:
To amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to requirements concerning school buses operated by or pursuant to a contract with the board of education.

Administrative Code: 

Adds a new section 19-606.

Intent:


This bill is intended to increase the safety of children riding school buses that are operated by the Board of Education (Board) or pursuant to a contract with the Board by prohibiting the operation of a school bus under most circumstances if a student would be required to stand during its operation. 

Analysis of Bill

Section 1

Section 1 of the bill adds a new section 19-606 to the Admin. Code. Subdivision (a) states that no student shall be allowed to board a school bus operated by or pursuant to a contract with the Board unless there is a seat for that student. However, there are certain exceptions which will be discussed below. 


Subdivision (b) of new section 19-606 requires the Board to prepare a plan for school bus transportation prior to the commencement of each school year that begins in September and prior to the commencement of each summer school session. Each plan must state the criteria used to determine which students are eligible for school bus service, a summary of the routes that service each school, the number of students eligible to ride the bus that services each of the specific bus routes and the maximum seating capacity of each of the buses and “…any other information the Board deems relevant…” Each such plan must be submitted to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council.


Subdivision (c) requires that the plan be revised if the number of students eligible to ride on a particular school bus exceeds the maximum capacity of that bus “…and take all steps necessary to ensure that all students eligible to receive school bus service are provided with a seat…” Any revised plan must identify the changes and the steps taken to ensure that each eligible student will have a seat on a school bus. Any revised plan must also be submitted to the Mayor and the Speaker.


Subdivision (d) requires that the Board provide a list of eligible students for each bus route to the respective bus companies that are providing school bus service at least ten days prior to the school session to which the lists apply and that the lists then be given to the appropriate drivers. This obligation applies to revised student lists as well.


Any student on the list for a particular bus would be entitled to board that bus but students not on that list could not. However, an exception is made for a student who is not on the list but is waiting at a bus stop at the beginning of the school day and is not accompanied by an adult. In that circumstance the driver is required to accept the child. Students who are not eligible to ride on a particular school bus may not board that bus at the end of the day unless authorized by designated school personnel. This is intended to avoid placing a young child in danger by leaving him or her alone at a bus stop but is not intended to permit evasion of the primary obligation imposed upon the Board to provide each eligible student with a seat.  


Subdivision (e) requires the principal of each school to assign personnel to monitor the school buses servicing that school. Such personnel must, at the end of the school day, determine whether to allow a non-eligible student to board a particular school bus, notify that student’s parent or legal guardian that the child may not be permitted on a bus, provide the parent or legal guardian with the name, address and telephone number of the office that determines school bus eligibility, maintain a record for each bus of non-eligible students who exit or board the bus and determine whether the name and other relevant information about such students should be reported to the office responsible for determining school bus eligibility. This information is to be considered by the Board to decide whether to revise the school bus service plan.


Subdivision (f) provides another exception to the primary obligation imposed upon the Board. During the first ten (10) days of a school session, any student may be allowed to board a school bus even if that student is not on the list of eligible students for that bus. This exception makes allowance for the uncertainty that sometimes accompanies the start of a school session as students expected at a school do not appear and unexpected students do appear.


Subdivision (g) reiterates that new section 19-606 applies only to school buses operated by or pursuant to a contract with the Board.     

Section 2 


Section 2 of the bill provides that this local law shall take effect immediately.
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