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SERGEANT SHERMAN: Good morning, this is a
microphone check for the Subcommittee on Zoning and
Franchises. Today’s date is September 17, 2025. We
are located in the Chambers, and this is being
recorded by Taisha Sherman.

SERGEANT AT ARMS: (INAUDIBLE) Are we ready?

INTERIM CHAIR PERSON ABREU: [GAVEL]

SERGEANT AT ARMS: Council Member, one second.

Good morning, and welcome to the New York City
Subcommittee Council hearing on Zoning and
Franchises.

At this time, please silence your cell phones.
If you wish to testify, please go to the back of the
room to fill out a testimony slip. At this time and
going forward, no one is to approach the dais. I
repeat, no one is to approach the dais.

Chair, we are ready to begin.

INTERIM CHAIR PERSON ABREU: [GAVEL] Good
morning, and welcome to the meeting of the
Subcommittee of Zoning and Franchises. I'm Council
Member Shaun Abreu. I'm temporarily chairing this
committee today. This morning, I am joined by Council

Member David Carr.
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Today we will have five hearings, three
Sidewalk Cafe applications, including:

LU 379 for El Caldero Restaurant and Sport
Bar; LU 380 for Lava Rock Kitchen; LU 381 for Green
Pavilion Restaurant and Sports Bar.

We'll also hold the hearing on LU 372 for the
Station Plaza Jamaica City Map Change. Note that a
comprehensive public hearing was held by the
Subcommittee on September 9th for the Jamaica
Neighborhood Plan, including discussion and open
testimony on this related action.

Today, we are holding a separate public
hearing for this mapping action pursuant to a
separate public notice and consistent with ULURP
requirements.

Finally, we will hold a public hearing on LUs
373 through 378 for the Long Island City Neighborhood
Plan, a series of Land Use actions to rezone a
portion of Long Island City in Council Member Won's
district in Queens, which I will describe in more
detail when we open that hearing.

First, I will go over the meeting procedures.

This meeting is being held in a hybrid format.

Members of the public who wish to testify may testify
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES 15
in person or via Zoom. Members of the public wishing
to testify remotely may register by visiting the New

York City Council website at www.council.nyc.gov/land

use to sign up, or for those of you here in person,
please see one of the Sergeant at Arms to prepare and
submit a speaker card.

Members of the public may also view a live
stream broadcast of this meeting at the Council's
website.

When you are called to testify before the
Subcommittee, if you are joining us remotely, you
will remain muted until recognized by me to speak.
When you are recognized, your microphone will be
unmuted.

We will limit public testimony to two minutes
per witness. If you have additional testimony that
you would like the Subcommittee to consider, or if
you have written testimony that you would like to
submit instead of appearing in person, please e-mail

it to landusetestimonylcouncil.nyc.gov. Written

testimony may be submitted up to three days after the
hearing is closed. Please indicate the LU number and

or project name in the subject line of your e-mail.
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We request that witnesses joining us remotely
remain at the meeting until excused by the Chair, as
Council Members may have questions.

Lastly, for everyone attending today's
meeting, this is a government proceeding, and decorum
must be observed at all times. Members of the public
are asked not to speak during the meeting unless they
are testifying. The witness table is reserved for
people who are called to testify, and no recording or
photography is allowed from the witness table.
Further, members of the public may not present audio
or video recordings as testimony, but may submit
transcripts of such recordings to the Sergeant at
Arms for inclusion in the hearing record.

I will now open the public hearing on LU 379,
a Sidewalk Cafe application by El Caldero Restaurant
and Sports Bar for approximately five tables and 20
chairs located on Jerome Avenue in the Bronx in
Council Member Stevens' District.

For anyone wishing to testify regarding this
proposal remotely, if you have not already done so,
you must register online by visiting the Council's

website at council.nyc.gov/landuse
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES 17
For anyone with us in person, please see one
of the Sergeant at Arms to submit a speaker card. If
you would prefer to submit written testimony, you can
always do so by emailing it to

landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov

I don't think Council Member Stevens is here
with us, so I would now call on the applicant panel
for this proposal, which consists of the following
panelists: Melanie Rodriguez and Mike Reyna
(phonetic) .

Counsel, please administer the affirmation.
Melanie Rodriguez and Mike Reyna (phonetic)?

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Mr. Reyna and Miss
Rodriguez, I'm going to ask you to raise your right
hand and answer the following question.

Do you affirm to tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, before this
committee, and to respond honestly to council member
questions, Mike Reyna? Melanie Rodriguez, thank you.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you. For the
viewing public, if you need an accessible version of
this presentation, please send an email request to

landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov.
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And now the applicant team may begin, and I'll
just ask you to please restate your name and
organization for the record.

MELANIE RODRIGUEZ: Melanie Rodriguez

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: And the
organization, sorry.

MELANTE RODRIGUEZ: E1 Caldero Restaurant

MIKE REYNA: El1 Caldero Restaurant

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you, and you
may now present.

MIKE REYNA: We're just looking here to present
the application. We already received everything like
that.

UNKNOWN: (INAUDIBLE)

MIKE REYNA: Okay, we already presented the
application to the government, and we received some
information that we needed to reduce it, which we
did. We're not going to use that part, and they want
something in writing (INAUDIBLE) like that, so we're
going to do a small section on it, which is in the
paperwork that we submitted.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Can you please

restate what it is that you're changing?
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MIKE REYNA: Well, they are saying-- We have
some tables and chairs inside on top of the doors of
the basement on the sidewalk. So they wanted us to do
something else to the structure there. So we didn't
do that. We removed that and we put it on the side.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Okay. I am checking
to see if my colleague, Council Member Stevens, has
any questions.

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Just give us a minute,
please, thank you.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: So my understanding
is that the council member has concerns about
pedestrian safety at this establishment. Can you
speak to those concerns? Please make sure your mic is
on.

MIKE REYNA: What concern is this?

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Are you aware of
any pedestrian safety issues at the site?

MIKE REYNA: We don't think so because it’s a
very large area, and we're just talking a side of it.
It’s, like, the side of a restaurant, not on the main
street. Jerome is like...

MELANIE RODRIGUEZ: 169...
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MIKE REYNA: 169 Street, which is a big area
there.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: So you don’t find
any... (CROSS-TALK)

MIKE REYNA: We did the measurement and
everything like that.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Okay. And there are
no other-- You're not aware of any other pedestrian
safety issues at the site?

MIKE REYNA: Not at all.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Okay. Well, we’ll
wait-- we’ll give the council member another minute
to get here. If not, we will proceed to the next
panel.

MIKE REYNA: Okay.

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you for your
patience. We're going to stand at ease for a few
minutes.

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: All right, this
panel is excused. And we will not put this specific

hearing into recess.
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MIKE REYNA: We need to come back, or we can
leave? That’s it?

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: You've been
excused.

MIKE REYNA: Thanks.

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHATIRPERSON ABREU: I will now open the
public hearing on LU 381, a Sidewalk Cafe application
by Green Pavilion Restaurant and Sports Bar for
approximately six tables and 15 chairs located on
18th Avenue in Council Member Joseph's District in
Brooklyn.

For anyone wishing to testify regarding this
proposal remotely, if you have not already done so,
you must register online by visiting the Council's

website at council.nyc.gov/landuse.

For anyone with us in person, please see one
of the Sergeant at Arms to submit a speaker card. If
you would prefer to submit a written testimony, you
can always do so by emailing it to

landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov.

Chair-- No, not Chair, sorry, Council Member
Joseph, you have a statement?

COUNCIL MEMBER JOSEPH: Yes.
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INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Go ahead.

COUNCIL MEMBER JOSEPH: Thank you, Council
Member Abreu.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this
testimony regarding Land Use Application Number 381
concerning the request by Green Pavilion Restaurant
and Sports Lounge, located in my district at 4307
18th Avenue in Brooklyn, NY 11218, for a revocable
consent to operate a sidewalk cafe under Section 19-
160.2 of the New York City Administrative Code.

At the outset, I want to acknowledge that
thriving local businesses are a vital component of a
strong and vibrant community. We recognize the wvalue
that restaurants and hospitality establishments bring
to the Council District 40 in New York City at large,
not only through economic activity and job creation,
but also as gathering spaces for families and
neighbors. As a council member representing the
mighty Council District 40 and its residents, I
remain committed to fostering a positive,
collaborative relationship with small businesses. I
often use small business spaces for social and
community events. However, we must also be honest

that serious public safety concerns have been brought
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to my attention regarding this establishment. Those
concerns cannot be ignored as we consider this
application for expanded use of public space.
According to the conversations and emails we have
received, the Green Pavilion has been linked to a
troubling series of incidents that have raised red
flags with law enforcement, local residents, and
community leaders.

The Community Board 14 Team contacted us,
reported from NYPD 70th Precinct, and detailed the
following incidents that occurred in the wvicinity of
the establishment, with the majority of which
happened during late night or early hours:

e April 21st, there was a felony assault.

e April 28th, workers were reportedly beaten.

° May 8th, a woman was assaulted, and an

arrest was made.
e July 5th, there was a stabbing incident.

e August 1lth, there was a robbery and

shooting.

These incidents are significant enough to
prompt the precinct’s then commanding officer to sign
a dedicated post at the location for certain hours,
suggesting that these are not isolated cases but part

of a pattern of late-night disorder.
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In addition, we have received corroborated
complaints from local residents, including one
particular detail: the passionate message from a
neighbor who had lived through the chronic
disturbance associated with this establishment. This
resident described ongoing noise complaints, often
until 6:00 a.m., frequent street fighting and
altercations, and a shooting occurring just as
children were arriving from school.

General fear and concern about the
establishment is a blight and a source of terror for
nearby families. Given this pattern of troubling
activities, we cannot in good faith recommend
approval of a Sidewalk Cafe application to expand the
use of public space and potentially the hours of
operation without a clear and credible plan of action
from the owner.

That said, the goal of this call-up is not to
punish, but to partner. We believe that safe,
respectable, community-oriented businesses should be
supported, but support must be earned through
accountability and transparency.

We respectfully ask the owner of Green

Pavilion:
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1. To appear before the subcommittee today to
address these concerns directly with
sincerity.

2. Present a concrete Safety Compliance Plan
which includes: adjusted hours of operation,
enhanced private security measures,
collaboration with the 7-0 Precinct and
local Community Board, a commitment to
regular communications with nearby
residents, outlined steps taken to de-
escalate late-night disturbances to prevent

further violence or public disorder.

This application will not be considered in a
vacuum. Public sidewalk space is a shared community
resource, and any extension of use must reflect the

values, safety, and expectations of our residents.

My team and I are ready and willing to work
collaboratively with business owners and all relevant
stakeholders to find a path forward, but we must
ensure that path leads to a safe, safer, more
respectable, and community-positive outcomes for all
parties involved.

We encourage the Green Pavilion to engage in

this process in good faith, take the concern
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seriously, and come forward with a detailed,
transparent plan that demonstrates their commitment
to being better neighbors and a responsible business.

Thank you for your attention, and I look
forward to hearing your testimony and asking a few
questions. Thank you, Council Member.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you, Council
Member. I will now call the applicant panel for this
proposal, which consists of remote panelists, Nadia
Vega Busuttil and Eric Sean Busuttil, and my
apologies if I am mispronouncing your last name.

NADIA BUSUTTIL: Hi, good morning, are you able
to hear me well?

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Yes. Yes.

NADIA BUSUTTIL: Okay, my name is Nadia
Busuttil...

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Excuse me...

NADIA BUSUTTIL: Eric Busuttil is not able to
be here today... (CROSS-TALK)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Sorry, one second.
The counsel is going to administer the affirmation.

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Do you affirm to tell the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
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before this subcommittee, and in answer to all
council member questions?

NADIA BUSUTTIL: I do.

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Thank you.

NADIA BUSUTTIL: I can now speak?

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: You may begin, and
please restate your name and organization.

NADIA BUSUTTIL: Hi, my name is Nadia Busuttil,
and I am representing Adboni Restaurant Corp, DBA
Green Pavilion Restaurant and Sports Bar. That's my
name and the business. I just wanted to address, of
course, the concerns that Rita Joseph has spoken of.

This establishment has been here for 43 years
successfully. And my father owns the business. We
have become very close to our community and our
neighbors over the past four decades. We do have a
strong relationship with the 7.0 precinct. And the
concerns that were mentioned, some of which we do
take accountability for, but some-- most of the
things said are not accurate. I'm not sure where the
information was, you know, received from, or who gave
that information, so I just want to explain that.

You know, we're doing all we can every day in

terms of safety. We've had this outdoor seating since
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COVID. It's helped us, you know, strive as a
business. Like I said, thank you, this is actually
not an updated picture of the outdoor seating, we
actually are in compliance. Our application was, you
know, successfully accepted by the Community Board
14. The outdoor seating has allowed us to engage more
with the community. We're very close with the
neighbors around the corner from us on Lawrence
Avenue, which is a cerebral palsy institution. A lot
of customers come from there, as well as the 70th
Precinct.

We hold a lot of family events, weddings,
birthday parties that, you know, like I said, over
the past four decades have been, you know, this place
has been a hub for families, and this is a family
place. The things that have been occurring within the
vicinity of the restaurant, you know, not all of it
can be predicted, nor are we at fault with
everything.

But in terms of the hours of operation, we
operate from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 a.m. We are a bar, an
established bar. We have a license for that. Let me
see, I just want to, I just want to point out that we

do have a security guard during the evening, uh,
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hours of when the bar is open. During the bar hours,
we do search people, and we take IDs. You know, we do
all that we can, and we have been doing all that we
can for the past 43 years. Unfortunately, the
neighborhood has been changing over the years, and
some things we do not have control over,
realistically.

So, you know, we do provide a clean, safe
outdoor area that has enhanced the atmosphere of the
neighborhood. We are one of the very few long-
standing businesses in Kensington, Brooklyn. We're a
very unique place that holds, you know, different
family events like I said. We are very, you know,
community-driven, and it's a shame of what has been
going on within this neighborhood.

We do work with the 7.0 precinct very closely.
We cooperate with them very closely. You know and I
know that the past few months have not made the place
look, you know, the best, and we are taking, you
know, the measures to make sure that, you know, we're
doing all that we can. And some things, you know, we
can't do, you know, everything in terms of safety.
The people outside, we can't control them. We have a

24-hour camera surveillance, and we have a security
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guard. Like I said, our hours of operation are 7:00
a.m. to 4:00 a.m. You know, we want to keep this
outdoor seating. It helps with our customers who are
wheelchair bound. People do hold parties here. It is
very inviting. Like I said, this is not an updated
picture. Our picture is in compliance-- I mean, our
outdoor seating is in compliance. It's actually open
air. You know, I Jjust want-- I came to testify today
to explain that (INAUDIBLE)... (CROSS-TALK)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you. Council
Member Joseph, do you have any questions for the
applicant?

COUNCIL MEMBER JOSEPH: The incidents that I
reported in this testimony today were submitted to us
by 7.0. The 7.0 is also very concerned. They had to
post someone outside. And as I said, I'm not here to
get you, but I would love to see a plan of action as
to what will happen for the safety of our
communities, right? They are young children, there
are families, and the disturbances have been a lot,
and there have been complaints. We received a slew of
complaints. So my thing here is not to find excuses,
but I would really love to see some transparency,

some accountability, and some responsibility.
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NADIA BUSUTTIL: Yes, I'm absolutely taking

accountability. Like I said, we do have a security
guard. We do, you know, we do cooperate with the
police, and any camera evidence that they need, you
know, we've provided. We do everything up to code,
you know, we have a valid liquor license. We have a
valid food establishment for the past 40 years. I'm
not making excuses. I feel like this has been a bad
run, a bad year in terms of the neighborhood, and
we're doing all we can on our end, the best we can as
a restaurant. We are a restaurant. We have many
customers that do enjoy us being here and are very
loyal to us. Many, many families over the past 43
years have, you know, can speak on that. And I wish
that we could have those people here today, to you
know, not say the negative things that are happening,
you know, around our vicinity, not in our vicinity.
Not in, I’'m sorry, not in the establishment. You
know, we are more than just those incidents that have
happened this past year. You know, the past 43 years,
I feel like we should have some credit in that sense
of being successful for that long, and not having
these types of terrible issues for that long...

(CROSS-TALK)
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32

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: I have a question

for you.
NADIA BUSUTTIL: Uhm, and...

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Would you be

willing to submit to the Council Member a plan that

she can review and take back to her constituents?
NADIA BUSUTTIL: Absolutely, we can do that.
INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Council Member,

when would you like that plan?

COUNCIL MEMBER JOSEPH: Yeah, then, that’s what

I had said in my statement. I want to see a plan,

and

I gave her five bullets. If she wants our office to

email it to her, I would love to do that gladly. Like

I said at the beginning of my statement, it’s to work

with small businesses and support them, but when they

become a problem in the community, and we get a lot

of emails and complaints—for shootings, for
stabbings, for assault, then it becomes a problem.

It's a shared space, and this is a community.

NADIA BUSUTTIL: Yes, you can email that over

to me. That would be great, and I can have that
safety plan sent to you today as soon as possible.

are taking accountability, and we hope that, you

We

know, we plan and we hope that things like this won’t
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continue to happen within our vicinity of this block.
And we are a positive force in this community. And I
hope that we can express that or somehow prove to you
that, you know, being here has been a positive
experience for, you know, the majority of our
customers and the majority of our community.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you. If there
are no other questions, Council Member?

COUNCIL MEMBER JOSEPH: I'm good, thank you,
Chair.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: All right, you are
excused, thank you so much.

NADIA BUSUTTIL: Thank you.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Counsel, are there
any members of the public who wish to testify
remotely or in person regarding this proposal?

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: We have Shawn Campbell, who
has registered remotely to testify on this item.
Shawn Campbell?

(PAUSE)

SERGEANT AT ARMS: You may begin.

SHAWN CAMPBELL: Hello. Thank you very much for
this opportunity. I appreciate Council Member Rita

Joseph's work on this particular application. I'm
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Shawn Campbell, District Manager at Community Board
14.

I'm concerned about the process itself, in
that when community boards only have 30 days, and
this hearing was scheduled for and was held on August
7th by a committee of the whole of Community Board
14. At that time, we did not have information from
the NYPD that followed the shooting that took place
on August-- the morning of August 1lth. And because
the application was due on the 18th, our
recommendation on the 18th, the Community Board had
no time to then revisit the application at the
community level with community members who have since
come forward expressing concerns about the location.

And I understand the applicant's testimony
about a long track record of no negative incidents.
But I'm concerned about the trajectory that we're on.
I would urge the Committee, urge the Council Member
to consider some space in between the time that an
application is approved, if that's where this is
going, in order for the establishment to sort of
regain the trust and comfort level of the surrounding
community, and then allow the Community Board time

and space to bring those comments back into an arena.
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Because it wasn't just one incident, the

35

information from NYPD suggests that more than one

thing has been going on in the establishment, and not

just nearby. And it seems as though it's violence of

an escalating manner. And so I do wish to express

those concerns and recommend that we exercise caution

and take this slowly.

And then finally, recommend that (TIMER)

City Council review the process by which there'

way. ..

SERGEANT AT ARMS: Your time has expired.

you.

SHAWN CAMPRBELL: (INAUDIBLE) a 30-day
recommendation. Thank you.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you so
The witness panel is now excused.

Counsel, are there any individuals here
waiting to testify?

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: No, Chair, there are

the

S no

Thank

much.

no

other witnesses registered to testify on this item.

Thank you.

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: There being no

other members of the public who wish to testify on LU
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381 related to Green Pavilion Restaurant and Sports
Lounge Sidewalk Cafe application, the public hearing
is now closed, and the item is laid over.

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHATIRPERSON ABREU: I will now open the
public hearing on LU 327 related to the Station Plaza
Jamaica City Map Changes, an application by the New
York City Department of Transportation and the New
York City Economic Development Corporation to change
the City Map to facilitate the construction of two
pedestrian plazas as part of the Station Plaza
Enhancement Project in Downtown Jamaica, Queens in
Council Member Williams’ and Council Member Gennaro's
districts.

As I mentioned at the opening of today's
remarks, a comprehensive public hearing was already
held on the Jamaica Neighborhood Plan on September
9th. That hearing included a discussion and open
testimony for this related action. We are holding
today's public hearing for this mapping action,
consistent with ULURP requirements.

Counsel, has any member of the public

registered to testify for this application?
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COMMITTEE COUNSEL: No, Mr. Chair, there are no
registrations for this item, and no one in person
signed up to testify.

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: There being no
other members of the public who wish to testify on
the LU 372, related to the Station Plaza Jamaica City
Map Changes, the public hearing is now closed and the
item is laid over.

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHATIRPERSON ABREU: I will now open the
public hearing on LU 380, a sidewalk café application
by Lava Rock Kitchen for approximately 24 tables and
46 chairs, located on Starling Avenue in the Bronx in
Majority Leader Farias’ district.

For anyone wishing to testify regarding this
proposal remotely, if you have not already done so,
you must register online by visiting the Council's

website at council.nyc.gov/landuse.

For anyone with us in person, please see one
of the Sergeant at Arms to submit a speaker card.

If you would prefer to submit written
testimony, you can always do so by emailing it to

landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov.
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The Majority Leader is unable to join us in
person today to participate directly, but she has
provided a statement, which I will now read on her
behalf:

“Thank you to Chair Riley for the time and for
reading the statement on my behalf today. I made the
call-up request for this application in order to
ensure that there was a thorough and accurate review.

The Sidewalk Cafe's proposed location is on
Starling Avenue, the center of Bangla Bazaar, one of
the busiest corridors in the district. Within one
block of the proposed location, there is a highly
used playground and several schools. PS 106 has an
exit and entrance on the very same block on Odell
Street. Every afternoon, hundreds of students and
families move through this same stretch of sidewalk—
add to that, the tutoring center in the same building
with an entrance directly next to the proposed
sidewalk café. The sidewalk distance and space is
really the crux of the issue before us. What remains
of paramount importance is whether there is enough
safe walking space. On Starling Avenue and Odell
Street, with schools, businesses, and apartment

buildings all converging, the narrowing of the
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sidewalk can make a significant impact on pedestrian
traffic flow. I appreciate the applicant's
cooperation to date, and I encourage this continued
collaboration toward a safe and workable solution. We
want to ensure this plan leaves enough room for the
children, families, and community members who use the
sidewalk every single day to do so without
constraint.”

I will now call the applicant panel for this
proposal, which consists of Ruhel Haque and Amin
Uddin, Counsel. Please administer the affirmation.
Ruhel and Amin?

AMIN UDDIN: Hello, good morning.

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: For the application
panelists, if you can hear me, do you affirm to tell
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, before this subcommittee, and in answer to all
council member questions?

PANEL AFFIRMS

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Thank you.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you. For the
viewing public, if you need an accessible version of
this presentation, please send an email to request to

landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov.
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And now the applicant team may begin, and I
will just ask you to please restate your name and
organization for the record.

RUHEL HAQUE: My name is Ruhel Haque of Lava
Rock Kitchen.

AMIN UDDIN: My name is Amin Uddin. I am the
landlord of the property, 2119 Starling Avenue.

SERGEANT AT ARMS: You may begin.

RUHEL HAQUE: We submitted the application to
the government, to City Hall, and I received an email
from the City Council regarding some-- the issues
with the drawings. And I spoke with Mr. Curtain from
Ms. Farias' office, with questions about the nearby
entrance, the light post, uh, the distance from the
light post, as well as the Ahsan's Learning Center,
which is on the second floor of the restaurant, on
the main entrance, on the left side, which is the
main entrance to (INAUDIBLE) to the second floor. I
was advised to clarify the distance. And we are
working on it now.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: All right, since
your restaurant is located on the main road of
Starling Avenue, which is one block from Concerta

Playground, PS 106, and Saint Raymond High School for
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Boys, in addition to MS 127 two blocks away, concerns
about pedestrian flow have been identified.

Do you believe that there will be major
pedestrian concerns for your sidewalk café,
especially since there is a tutoring center within
your building that has an entrance directly next to
your sidewalk café? In addition, right next to
Ahsan's entrance is the entrance for the Daka Digital
Printing, which will add to the traffic flow.

So, do you believe that there will be a major
pedestrian concern for your sidewalk café?

RUHEL HAQUE: Regarding Ahsan's Learning
Center, they’re open only, I believe, on the
weekends, Saturdays and Sundays. If I may, and the
Daka Digital Printing, uh, to my knowledge, I do not
see a lot of crowds from the students from Ahsan's
center, because they are not open Monday through
Friday, they are just open on the weekends, from, I
believe, from morning to 4:00 or 5:00 p.m. I'm not
sure exactly of their business hours.

So, the main entrance, uh, the main, on
Starling Avenue, I do not see that it is going to be
really crowded, because of the students from the

learning center.
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AMIN UDDIN: And if I may, the-- we are looking
at the application here, on Starling Avenue, there’s,
uh, from the curb up until where the tables are
proposed to begin for Lava Rock Kitchen, there is 10
feet of space. And on Odell Street, on the other side
of the sidewalk, the proposed sidewalk café, there is
a distance of roughly 8.5 feet, I believe from the
curb to where the proposed seating begins, which we
believe should be enough to ensure that there is
enough space for, you know, typical and even, you
know, more traffic flow than usual, especially around
school, business (INAUDIBLE) time. We believe it
should be okay.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: So the tutoring
center you said is open just primarily on the
weekends, and you’re not seeing a lot-- you’re not
seeing much traffic from the digital printing center?

RUHEL HAQUE: Uh, yes.

AMIN UDDIN: Yeah, the-- it doesn’t coincide
with the restaurant opening hours. The restaurant is
mainly busy in the late afternoon, and the tutoring
center is mainly busy in the morning time.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: And the... What are

your—-- what-- do you know the hours of the tutoring
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center on the weekend and your business hours on the
weekend? Is there any overlap there?

RUHEL HAQUE: The restaurant's business hours
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday are from 3:00 p.m.
until 11:00 p.m.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Okay.

RUHEL HAQUE: And Monday, we are closed. And
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, we are open from
4:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

AMIN UDDIN: And the learning center hours, I
am checking on Google right now, uh, they are open
Saturday, Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: So, there’s not
much overlap on the weekends, uh, for the, uh, for
the learning center?

AMIN UDDIN: Yes... (CROSS-TALK)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: for the tutoring
center.

And on the weekends, probably not much overlap
with schools either. But, during the week, uhm, there
is definite overlap. I want to ask the gquestion on
behalf of the Majority Leader: if pedestrian traffic

becomes an issue, what would you do to try to, you
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know, reduce the issue, to mitigate the issue? If it
becomes an issue?

AMIN UDDIN: If it becomes an issue, we can
reduce the size, I guess, or the width of the—
particularly on Odell Street. We can reduce the width
of the tables. Instead of putting two tables across,
we can just stick one table in order to better
facilitate traffic flow.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: And you are willing
to speak to the local council member on that-- on
your plan, uh, should pedestrian traffic become an
issue?

RUHEL HAQUE: Yes.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Do you plan on
seating patrons outside, all the way to closing, to
11:00 p.m.?

RUHEL HAQUE: The last seating is, like, let's
say for the weekend, it’s 10:30, the kitchen closes
at 11:00 p.m. That’s, yes, that is ideal, at least
for summer, yes, maybe not for the winter.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: But you are saying
on weekends, uh, most certainly, maybe not every

other-- I mean, if you could just provide clarity to
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the Majority Leader on that, I am sure that would be
helpful information to have.

RUHEL HAQUE: Sure.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: My last question on
this: Will you have security or a member of staff
monitoring the sidewalk café in case the dismissal of
students causes issues with the café setup or your
property?

RUHEL HAQUE: Yes, we can have a member of
staff just making sure everything is okay, and there
are no issues with the students or anything, uh,
coming into contact or getting injured or anything
potentially happening, uh, we could keep a member of
staff on it.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Okay, give me one
second.

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Do any other
council members here have any questions for this
panel?

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you. This
panel is excused.

AMIN UDDIN: Thank you.
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RUHEL HAQUE: Thank you.

INTERIM CHATIRPERSON ABREU: Counsel, is there
anyone else signed up to testify?

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: No, Mr. Chair, there are
no, uh, there is no one signed up to testify on this
item.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: There being no
other members of the public who wish to testify on LU
380, relating to the Lava Rock Kitchen Sidewalk Café
application, the public hearing is now closed and the
item is laid over.

(PAUSE)

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you. I will
now reopen the public hearing on LU 379 for the El
Caldero Restaurant and Sport Bar. We opened this
hearing earlier today, and it was put into recess. I
reopen the hearing so that we can hear a statement
from Council Member Stevens.

Council Member Stevens?

COUNCIL MEMBER STEVENS: Hello, good morning.
I'm sorry I'm not there in person. I just wanted to
make sure that a couple of items were talked about

while we're thinking about the sidewalk café.
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First, I just want to say El Caldero is an
amazing partner, and we really appreciate having them
in the community. They provide very nutritious food,
and they have always—-- they’ve been a place that
we've used for catering. However, the sidewalk café
is what I have a couple of concerns about.

My first concern is when talking with El
Caldero, they were told that they can actually
already set up their sidewalk café by DOT, before the
application was approved. So I'm concerned that even
in this process, there's a disconnect in how the
process should be played out and what that should
look like. So that's my first concern.

In addition, although this area is no longer
zoned for auto shops and auto mechanics, there are
two auto shops directly across the street from where
the sidewalk café would be. So, I think that we need
to consider the safety hazards of people eating so
close to where cars are being fixed. Fumes are being
zoomed into the air, and so I'm really concerned
about the safety of people eating outside.

My last point is that this is on and near
Jerome Avenue, where there's an elevated train right

across the street from the 4.4 Precinct that has a
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fleet yard there. So we often have cars double-parked
and triple-parked outside of there. So it's already a
very congested area. So, to add a sidewalk café, I
believe we'll just continue to add to the congestion.
And like I said, there are two auto mechanics, often
there are cars being worked on right outside, under
the train station, and right across the street from
it, on the street. So, I think that, with all of
those things still being present in the area, we need
to address those issues before we consider any
sidewalk cafés in this area. Because, right now, it’s
just not equitable for residents in the community to
be able to move freely, with both the congestion and
the auto mechanics still being there.

Please let me know if there are any questions
or concerns that folks would like to address.

INTERIM CHAIRPERSON ABREU: Thank you, Council
Member Stevens.

With that, the public hearing on LU 379 for
the E1 Caldero Sidewalk Café is now closed, and the
item is laid over.

(PAUSE)
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CHATIRPERSON RILEY: Good morning. I just wanted
to thank Council Member Abreu for starting the
hearing today.

I will now open the public hearing on LUs 373
through 378 for the Long Island City Neighborhood
Plan. This is a city proposal to rezone a portion of
Long Island City located in Council Member Won's
district. The proposed actions include Zoning Map
amendments, acquisitions, and site selections by the
city designation of an urban development action area,
approval of an urban development action area project,
the disposition of the city-owned Properties, City
Map amendments, and Zoning Text amendments, including
modifying and expanding the special Long Island City
mixed-use district and establishing mandatory
inclusionary housing.

On a technical note, I want to note that there
is an additional related action for a City Map
amendment for this plan, which has been approved by
the City Planning Commission, which will be
introduced at our next Stated Meeting and will have a
public hearing at a future date.

However, because it is related to the overall

Long Island City Neighborhood Plan, it will be
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included as part of today's presentation and
discussion.

Altogether, these actions seek to create
approximately 14,700 units of housing, including up
to 4,700 affordable units, create a connected,
resilient, and accessible waterfront, and meet the
infrastructure and community needs of a growing
neighborhood.

Today, we will have the opportunity to discuss
with the Administration how these goals will be met,
including the creation of housing that our
constituents can actually afford, providing new
school seats and public open space, and ensuring that
the water and sewer infrastructure capacity will meet
the needs of the community into the future.

For anyone wishing to testify regarding this
proposal remotely, if you have not already done so,
you must register online by visiting the Council's

website at council.nyc.gov/landuse.

For anyone with us in person, please see one
of the Sergeant at Arms to submit a speaker's card,
and please indicate if you're in support or in

opposition of this proposal.
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If you prefer to submit written testimony, you
can always do so by emailing it to

landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov.

I would now like to give the floor to Council
Member Won for opening remarks.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Thank you so much, Chair
Riley.

Good morning, everyone. It's so good to see
you. My name is Julie Won. I'm currently the council
member who represents the 26th District, which
includes Long Island City.

Our goal together, collectively, when we first
embarked on this journey two years ago, was to
promote equitable growth in Long Island City and to
ensure that our neighborhood is equipped with the
resources it needs to thrive for our current
residents and for the generations to come.

Today, we're here to discuss the One Island
City Neighborhood Plan (OneLIC), which seeks to
increase the supply of permanently affordable
housing, expand open space opportunities, waterfront
access, promote job growth, address critical

infrastructure and capacity needs, arts and culture,
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and plan for the future resiliency of Long Island
City.

After seeing how previous rezonings in this
particular area in District 26 and Long Island City
overall have lacked sufficient infrastructure
investments to support the growing community and have
disproportionately benefited property owners and
developers, I recognize the need for a comprehensive
neighborhood planning process in Long Island City,
one that considers all aspects of what makes a
community thrive.

If you feel like you're having a flashback or
you're in Deja Vu, where you may have sat in this
hall before about this very project, you're right!
You're not having a Deja Vu. This project has failed
four times before me with my predecessors. You know,
sometimes the fifth time is a charm. Maybe, maybe
not. We'll see how it goes today with the agencies—
but over the past two years, we have collaborated
with the Department of City Planning to engage local
residents and community organizations to better
understand community needs and develop a shared goal
for the plan, all of which has guided the ultimate

proposals we are discussing here today.
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I know many of you have spent-- We've had a
lot of engagement throughout this process for the
last two years. One that is-- that surpasses the
collection of the four projects that have gone before
us. So this isn't the total of all the surveys, but
for the survey. Because there were two separate
surveys before our survey that my office sponsored,
thanks to the City Council and the support of Speaker
Adrienne Adams, we had 2,300 survey respondents, over
5,700 written comments from the town halls, and the
focus area meetings. We've had canvassers knock on
more than 4,900 doors at Queensbridge Houses, and so
much more.

And I know hundreds of people have testified
at both community board hearings and town hall. And I
thank you for coming yet again in this marathon to
have your voice heard again.

I want to thank the Department of City
Planning for their tireless work on this plan, as
well as our constituents and neighbors for their
extensive engagement, especially for all of the
advocates from Western Queensland Trust, Long Island

City Coalition, Hope Justice Astoria, and so much
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more that have really come together to make sure that
people's voices are heard.

I want to also thank Community Boards One and
Two for their leadership. They have, for the first
time, I believe, passed this project in both the
Zoning Committee or their Land Use Committee, as well
as the General board. And I want to extend my
gratitude to our Land Use Council team, James
Cottone, Perris Straughter, William Vidal, and so
many others who have worked on this with us so far.

And I want to also give flowers to my
incredible staff, Ellie, Laura, Nick, Issac, Lilly,
Greg, and Farah, who have also worked very hard to
ensure that our community’s priorities are heard by
the City.

I also want to thank my colleagues, Borough
President Donovan Richards, our Congresswoman, Nydia
Velazquez, our State Senator Kristen Gonzalez, our
State Assemblymember, Claire Valdez, and Zohran
Mamdani, who also overlap where this project
currently lies. And I would be remiss if I did not
thank all of our NYCHA residents. I know that
(INAUDIBLE) Settlement Houses is here today, thank

you so much, as well as all of our union partners, I
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see the orange back there—carpenters proud. And I
know DC9 has also been present, cement and brick
layers, and Liuna has also been very active. So, I
thank you all for all of your efforts, because I know
you are volunteering your time.

In June, we reached a historic milestone with
both Community Boards One and Two passing the OneLIC.
Both community boards included a thorough set of
recommendations on stipulations in their resolutions
to improve the current plan to more effectively meet
community needs now that the New York City Planning
Commission has passed the plan, but this work is far
from complete.

As it stands, the One in the City Neighborhood
Plan lacks a tangible commitment to address community
needs and fund capital investments for critical
infrastructure in Long Island City. To gain my final
support of One Long Island City Plan, the City must
translate community needs into real, concrete
commitments. My red lines, or our priorities for this
neighborhood plan, have been clear and public.
Nothing has changed. So, at the bare minimum, we need
to make sure that there is a maximization of deeply

affordable and family-sized units of housing on both
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private and public sites. And we need to create a
publicly accessible waterfront open space connecting
Gantry Park to Queensbridge Park, Con Ed, and NYPA. I
know you're out there somewhere. Please do the right
thing. We need to relocate city agencies, the
Department of Parks, as well as the Department of
Transportation, their agency operations from under
the Queensboro Bridge and the ramps, and restore
these sites back to Parks, which is included in the
Queensbridge Baby Park, to a publicly accessible open
space connecting the new waterfront with Parks’ land.

To secure investments, we have to secure
investments in critical sewer and stormwater
management infrastructure to address existing
flooding and resiliency issues.

To improve neighborhood and resilience, we
have to build new schools to address the existing
school seat shortage, which currently existent
because the City failed to open the schools that they
promised when they increased density in Long Island
City, and students continue to be on waitlists.
People continue to move away from Long Island City
because there aren't adequate school seats for every

single grade level in Long Island City.
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We must bring vacant units online at
Queensbridge Houses, Ravenswood Houses, and Woodside
Houses, and we have to make sure that there are
critical capital investments to improve these
physical conditions in our public housing units in
Long Island City.

So, without these commitments to address every
one of these priorities, the OnelLIC Neighborhood Plan
will not have my support. I will vote no later this
fall, but we can try again next year, maybe with the
new Administration. Maybe.

We have an opportunity here to write the
historic wrongs in Long Island City and set a model
example for equitable growth that centers on
community needs. I will continue to fight for the
needs of the long-- I will continue to fight for the
needs of District 26 and hold the City accountable to
deliver a final plan that ensures Long Island City is
a neighborhood where current and future residents can
thrive.

I look forward to finalizing commitments of
these issues over the coming weeks as we begin the
Council's negotiations for this wvote. And I just want

to reiterate what Commissioner Osorio, on the
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Department of City Planning Commission, had said when

”

he voted “no” on this project earlier this month,
but, again, in quotes, he said, “I respectfully vote
no because I cannot support a proposal of this scale
in good conscience, leaving critical significant
adverse impacts unaddressed.” (BABY TALKING) Yes, the
baby agrees. We need (LAUGHTER) more school seats.
And according to the final Environmental
Impact Statement, the list includes public schools,
libraries, open space, and air quality. I want to
underscore that this is a disadvantaged community
designation, underscoring the need for special
attention under the New York State Climate Change
Laws, namely the Climate Leadership and Community
Protections Act. Equally important, I understand the
future of the Vernon site is still to be determined,
but at that current stage of the process, I cannot
support a proposal until there is a guarantee that if
housing were to be developed here on public land, it
would be 100% affordable. As other commissioners have
mentioned, I hope these things can be addressed, but
I really want to continue to say that he is not alone
in these thoughts. These thoughts have been what have

prevented this rezoning from passing for decades. And
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if the city of New York cannot right the wrongs that
we have made for the decades before us, then we will
continue not to have progress in this area, and it
will continue to remain how it is today,
underutilized, unwalkable, and sad. I see DCP
frowning in agreement.

But I do hope that today's conversations can
be fruitful, and I will turn back to the chair to
continue on to our hearing.

CHATIRPERSON RILEY: Thank you, Council Member
Won.

I will now call the applicant panel for this
proposal, which consists of Lin Zeng and Hye-Kyung
Yang from DCP; Nick Molinari, Laura Melendez, and
Marit Larson from the Department of Parks and
Recreation, Sarit Platkin from HPD, Jason Banrey from
DOT, Erich Bilal from EDC, and Dylan Meagher from
DEP.

Good morning, everyone. Counsel, can you
please administer the affirmation?

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Panelists, please raise
your right hands, and I will ask you in turn to
affirm the following: Do you affirm to tell the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth in
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your testimony before this subcommittee, and in

answer to all council member questions?

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Lin Zeng?

DIRECTOR ZENG: I do.

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Hye-Kyung Yang?
MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: I do.
COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Sarit Platkin?
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PLATKIN: I do.
COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Beth DeFalco?
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DEFALCO: I do.
COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Dylan Meagher?
COF MEAGHER: I do.

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Jason Banrey?
COMMISSIONER BANREY: I do.
COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Nick Molinari?
CHIEF MOLINARI: I do.

COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Laura Melendez?
MS. LAURA MELENDEZ: (NO RESPONSE)
COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Laura Melendez?
MS. LAURA MELENDEZ: (NO RESPONSE)
COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Marit Larson?
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER LARSON: I do.
COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Erich Bilal?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: I do.
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COMMITTEE COUNSEL: Thank you.
CHATRPERSON RILEY: Thank you.
For the viewing public, if you need an
accessible version of this presentation, please send
an email to request to

landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov.

And now the applicant team may begin; I just
ask that you please restate your name and
organization for the record. We also have some chairs
over here, so you guys can move here as well.

You may begin.

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Good morning, my name is
Hye-Kyung Yang from the New York City Department of
City Planning. Good to see everyone. I'm here to
present to you, on the Long Island City Neighborhood
Plan, a vision for the next 10 years of growth,
opportunity, and transformation of the neighborhood.

The Long Island City Neighborhood Plan is a
series of land use actions developed from the OneLIC
planning process, an extensive community engagement
process conducted in partnership with Council Member
Won, which delivered three key goals as part of a

long term vision for the neighborhood to address the
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need for affordable housing, to facilitate business
growth, and to address the need for open space.

First, on housing, LIC has been one of the
fastest growing neighborhoods in the city, with over
21,000 homes constructed in the past two decades.
However, while some income-restricted affordable
housing has been created through voluntary tax
incentive programs, current zoning does not mandate
the creation of affordable housing in new buildings.

Second, on business growth, LIC is Western
Queens key industrial and commercial hub. It is
centrally located and has excellent vehicular and
transit infrastructure, making it an ideal location
for businesses to grow and thrive.

And third, an open space, as Long Island City
continues to grow, new open space is needed to
increase resiliency and support community well-being.
With this neighborhood plan, we have the opportunity
to create a resilient and continuous public
waterfront.

As proposed, the Long Island City Neighborhood
Plan is projected to create close to 14,700 new
homes, of which approximately 4,300 would be

permanently income-restricted, affordable to New




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES 63
Yorkers earning between 40 and 80% of the area's
median income. The plan will also create nearly 3.5
million square feet of new floor area for commercial
and community facility uses, space that would support
approximately 14,400 new jobs in an area with many
transit options.

The following Land Use actions are proposed to
encourage housing growth while requiring permanently
affordable housing, enlivened corridors with active
ground floor uses and streetscape improvements, and
incentivize job growth in the neighborhood. We'll
share more on these actions a little later in the
presentation.

We have the Zoning Map and Zoning Text
Amendments, which are proposed to support the area's
growth by applying MIH to the project area, expanding
opportunities for open space, improving resiliency
along the waterfront, and modifying the existing
special Long Island City mixed-use district as co-
applicants to this application, HPD is seeking UDAA
designation, UDAAP project approval, and disposition
to redevelop and improve city-owned land with 100%
affordable housing development. With co-applicants

DCAS and EDC, we're seeking approval for acquisition,
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site selection, and disposition of non-residential
city-owned properties to improve access along the
waterfront.

And lastly, we're proposing City Map
Amendments to improve circulation near the
waterfront.

The project area covers a 54-block area in
Western Queens. Most of the project area is located
within Community District Two, with a small portion
located in Community District One.

The proposed rezoning area focuses primarily
on industrial areas South of NYCHA’s Queensbridge
House campus and West of the Court Square
neighborhood.

Though parts of Long Island City have seen
tremendous growth in recent decades, the LIC
Neighborhood Plan area in particular is still
predominantly low-rise with more room to grow than
other parts of the neighborhood.

Today, only low-density manufacturing uses are
allowed across most of the plan area. Additionally,
there is no requirement for income-restricted
affordable housing to be developed if housing is ever

built. And although there is waterfront access plan
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in place along the waterfront, this restrictive
zoning means that nothing has been developed that
would create public open space—next slide.

A short background before we get to the
specifics of the proposal—to create this
Neighborhood Plan Proposal in partnership with
Council Member Won, we've held 21 public meetings,
hearing concerns and desires from over 1,800
attendees.

These conversations have led to the following
five goals:

1. Create more housing for people at a range

of income levels.

2. Create a connected, resilient, and
accessible waterfront from Gantry Plaza
State Park to Queensbridge Park.

3. Meet the infrastructure and community needs
of a growing neighborhood while mitigating
climate impacts.

4. Support the diversity and vitality of Long
Island City’s unique and thriving economy.

5. Make it easier for residents to access

Neighborhood resources and amenities.
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So, we’ve broken up the project area into four
distinct subareas: The Waterfront, Corridors, LIC
Core and Queens, and Industrial Subarea.

We will use the subareas to walk through the
zoning proposal, beginning with the Industrial
Subarea.

Today, zoning creates a hostile environment
for pedestrians and constrains businesses' ability to
grow. The proposal calls for applying a variety of M-
1A Districts where maximum building heights range
from 155 to 245 feet. These districts encourage loft-
like building forms with flexible envelopes to
address a variety of business needs.

Next, we'll move to the Corridor Subarea.
Today, this area’s zoning prohibits residential or
mixed-use buildings. We're proposing to introduce
residential uses here while still allowing commercial
and manufacturing uses for mixed-use development. The
highest densities will be allowed along 44th Drive in
an M1-4A or 8-A District. And to the South, shaded in
yellow and orange, lower densities would complement
the existing density just outside of the project
area. And along the waterfront, a high-density M1-5A

or 8 district would complement existing density.
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Next, we'll move over to the LIC Core and
Queens Plaza Subarea. Today, the LIC Core and Queens
Plaza areas host a broad variety of land uses,
including many vacant sites ready for development.
The proposal would map M1-6 paired with the R-9 and
R-10 Districts, adjacent to transit stations and
existing high-density districts. The M1-6A/R10
District proposed to the north of Queens Plaza would
have a height limit of 750 feet to limit shadow
impacts on the adjacent Queensbridge House campus.

Lastly, we'll walk through the zoning proposal
for the waterfront subarea. Today, the waterfront is
mostly comprised of low to mid-rise buildings that
host a variety of manufacturing, auto utility, and
storage uses. The proposal would map an M1-6 ARS
district around Anable Basin and along the East
River, and an M1-5A/R8 District on parcels fronting
44th Drive.

Parcels without color, which include the Con
Edison site, are not proposed to be rezoned but are
subject to updated Waterfront Access Plan
requirements and special district regulations to

ensure consistency across the waterfront.
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The LIC Waterfront Access Plan is the first
ever created in New York, but it has not delivered
significant public open space since then. Waterfront
Access Plans, which are now used across the city, are
meant to ensure public access and benefit when
waterfront property is developed in those areas, and
it presents an opportunity for us to gain new, high-
quality open space as part of this plan.

The proposed changes would increase public
access to both Anable Basin and the East River and
require at least 40 feet of open space along the
shoreline from Gantry Plaza State Park to
Queensbridge Park, with opportunities for expanding
open space through the floor area bonus. The bonus
would incentivize the development of community-
designed amenities such as performance spaces,
athletic fields, or playgrounds. The updates would
also establish a new street network that improves
both access and visibility.

The proposed actions also call to map MIH in
portions of the project area shown here in orange.
Mapping MIH with this increase in residential density
would produce approximately 4,000 permanently income-

restricted units in LIC, where there are none today.
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We're not proposing to map MIH in the purple
areas that make up the IBZ, because no new housing
would be allowed by the plan.

The proposal also includes site-specific
actions. Within the project area, there are three
city-owned sites centered along 44th Drive and two
sites under the ramps to the Ed Koch Queensboro
Bridge. I will go over these in the next few slides.
While not a city-owned property, the Con Ed property
located off of Vernon Boulevard is also subject to
acquisition action.

During our engagement, the community envisions
the three city-owned sites along 44th Drive to be
used for community amenities that include housing,
open space, and space for community facilities and
local businesses. To meet the plan's goals of
creating more housing for people at a range of income
levels, co-applicant HPD is seeking a number of
approvals for city-owned property at 4-59 45th Avenue
to facilitate the development of approximately 320
100% income-restricted housing units and community

facility space.
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With co-applicants, DCAS, we're seeking
disposition of the city-owned property at 44-36
Vernon Boulevard and 4-99 44th Drive.

EDC currently has a request for interest on
the 44-36 Vernon Boulevard building, where concepts
to convert all or portions of the Vernon Boulevard.
are being sought from the public.

The lots under the ramps to the Queensboro
Bridge are also subject to disposition approval at
Blocks 428 and Block 429. This disposition action is
necessary for the City to enter into any future
agreements with private entities on the adjoining
privately owned sites. There are no known projects at
this time.

To meet the plan's goals of creating a
connected, resilient, accessible waterfront, DCP,
with applicants DCAS and EDC, is seeking acquisition
and site selection of Block 488, part of Lot 114,
which aligns with the already 900-foot-long
waterfront portion of the Con Edison property. This
is a major waterfront property occupied by Con Ed's
Learning Center facility, and approval of this action

would facilitate a continuous public connection along
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the waterfront. Con Ed would maintain use of the rest
of the property.

The existing street network along the
waterfront does not provide sufficient circulation to
align with the proposed actions. For example, 45th
Avenue is only 30 feet wide, which is well below
citywide standards, while 44th Drive is excessively
wide for a street near the waterfront. In order to
enhance circulation and right-side streets to create
a distinct waterfront, we're proposing a series of
changes to the City Map to realign, narrow, d-map,
and widen portions of the street network in order to
map a new Loop Road connecting 45th Avenue with 44th
Avenue.

The City Planning Commission approved this
plan with a number of minor modifications. These
include technical cleanups and clarification on
signage regulations, height restrictions, waterfront
access, and street widths.

In addition to Land Use actions as part of
this one LIC planning effort, we have and continue to
work with electives, city agencies, and stakeholders
to identify support for the needs identified through

this neighborhood planning process, including city
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investments in schools, affordable housing, open
space, and sewer infrastructure.

And to close, LIC has been through decades of
planning and attempts at piecemeal rezoning. While
Land Use updates since the 1990s have allowed much of
the neighborhood to grow, the One LIC Project Plan
area remains locked in place by decades of
regulations despite the City's housing shortage.

The One LIC plan aims to meet the City's
evolving needs and the needs of the neighborhood. And
while much of this presentation focuses on the Land
Use rationale and proposal that are part of the
overall project, as I've noted in the previous slide,
the plan also considers the need for capital
investments and City commitments that are being
deliberated throughout the planning review process.

We've been working across city agencies to
respond to the asks of the multiple stakeholders that
have interests in the health and wviability of the
growing LIC neighborhood. Thank you.

CHATRPERSON RILEY: Thank you. I have a few
questions before I turn it over to Council Member

Won.
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The Special Long Island City mixed-use
District was established in 2001 with the goal of
creating a new central business district in LIC. Over
the last 24 years, we have seen the neighborhood
transform into a largely high-rise residential
neighborhood. So three questions come with that:

What lessons were learned from the last two
decades of development in LIC that informed this plan
before us today?

Are you introducing any new urban design
controls that weren't part of the LIC Special
District for the inland portion of the rezoning and
separately for the waterfront portion?

And the third question under that is, you are
proposing transition heights along the waterfront
that will create wider towers. Has this been done
elsewhere on the waterfront, and how do you propose
transition heights compared to those other areas?

If you need me to repeat, I will.

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Thank you for your
question, Chair Riley.

We believe that the rezoning and density

changes are appropriate for the centrally located
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transit mixed-use neighborhood, which has excellent
access to jobs (INAUDIBLE) ... (CROSS-TALK)

CHAIRPERSON RILEY: Can you talk into the
microphone?

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Oh, I'm sorry.

CHAIRPERSON RILEY: Thank you.

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Can you hear me now?

CHATRPERSON RILEY: Yes.

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Okay, great... which has
excellent access to jobs, services, and amenities
with opportunities for diverse job growth and
workforce development.

As you mentioned, LIC has seen transformative
changes in recent decades, starting with the 1995
Long Island City Framework, which identified Central
Long Island City as an area with significant
potential for office, retail, and residential
development.

Over the past three decades, the global
economic and environmental events have changed the
landscape of the neighborhood. Planning efforts that
sought to leverage LIC's proximity to Manhattan
business districts and envision the neighborhood to

develop into a mixed-use composition for LIC with a
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thriving commercial business district, as the main
catalyst for this change did not come into full
fruition because of the tragic historical events of
9/11 and soon after the Great Recession, Hurricane
Sandy, and most recently the global COVID-19
pandemic. By the late 2010s, the area had shifted to
a mainly residential market.

The proposal before you is consistent with
current citywide policies and goals to facilitate the
production of both market-rate and income-restricted
housing, particularly in high opportunity
neighborhoods well served by transit, and to support
the diverse, inclusive economy.

CHATRPERSON RILEY: How did DCP decide on the
proposed zoning districts and densities we see in
this plan? Specifically, how do densities compare to
the Gowanus Rezoning and the Greenpoint-Williamsburg
Waterfront?

DIRECTOR ZENG: Nice to see you again, Chair
Riley. Lin Zeng, Director of Queens City Planning.

This is an ambitious plan. The density that
we're proposing will create the housing that we need
in the city right now, and mostly because of the

transit connection here, which you know is what we
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are striving to do, which is finding appropriate
spots to place housing units. And I think one thing,
you know, to note that's different from the previous
plans, we're also mapping MIH and having
affordability, which is also similar in the
(INAUDIBLE) ... (CROSS-TALK)

CHATIRPERSON RILEY: The previous LIC plans or
the previous...

DIRECTOR ZENG: No, the previous LIC plans did
not have mandatory inclusionary, but as part of this
OneLIC, there will be required affordability on
private sites, whereas before and right now buildings
are going up or are not required or mandated to have
affordable units there.

So the densities here, we believe, it is
appropriate. So that we can accomplish the housing
goals that we've been, you know, we need to solve
this housing crisis that we're in.

CHATIRPERSON RILEY: To the densities you just
discussed, take into account any lands underwater
that also generate floor area?

DIRECTOR ZENG: Yes, yes. Right now, the
districts along the waterfront are mostly M

districts, manufacturing districts, so part of this
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rezoning, we are allowing residential development.
And a big part of this plan is to require those
residential developments, those private site private,
uhm, residential developments to include public open
space as well. So, whereas right now the area along
the waterfront is completely closed off to the
public, uhm, implementation of this plan would open
this up to everybody and not just the residents who
would be moving in.

CHAIRPERSON RILEY: Staying on the waterfront,
since this plan includes so much of Long Island
City's waterfront, can you describe what the existing
flood risks are in this area?

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Thank you for your
question, Chair Riley.

We understand that (INAUDIBLE) is going to
keep New Yorkers safe, especially by the waterfront.
There's no one way to protect against the coastal
storms and sea level rise. Resiliency happens on
multiple scales and strategies across the city's
multi-layered system, especially along the LIC
waterfront, as you noted. For coastal storm flooding,
we look at making our buildings more resilient,

having structural infrastructure improvements, and
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community preparedness. For LIC in particular, new
buildings in the floodplain have been designed and
built to higher resiliency standards to both
maximize-- oh, to minimize risk to life and safety as
well as property damage. Appendix G of the NYC
Building Code requires that all structures within the
1% annual chance floodplain must meet Flood Resilient
Construction standards, and these exceed FEMA
standards and are intended to help sites with sand
storm surge. A building will be required to be built
to withstand the flooding at least two feet above the
base flood elevation.

CHATIRPERSON RILEY: Can you address how this
plan will be-- excuse me, will add to the resiliency
of the neighborhood to coastal storms and sea level
rise?

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Yes, thank you for your
question.

So, in particular, to the waterfront sites,
we're unlocking the development potential of the low-
lying, underutilized sites along the waterfront to
address the neighborhood's vulnerability to coastal
flooding. So by establishing a minimum elevation

within waterfront public access areas that reflects
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the sea level rise projected in the 2100s, the
revitalization of the waterfront over time will help
protect Long Island City more broadly from tidal
flooding and coastal storm events. So the creation of
new open space along the shoreline will also
accommodate the additional coastal protection systems
in the future.

CHATIRPERSON RILEY: Okay, of the approximately
projected 14,700 units of housing that the plan is
intended to produce, how does it ensure that family-
sized units will be built? Because if you know
anything about this hearing, I don't really like
studios, so, yeah.

DIRECTOR ZENG: Thank you for that question,
Chair Riley.

Yes, affordable housing is top of mind in, you
know, in all our projects and all our proposals right
now. And certainly we want to produce housing units
that serve, you know, recent college grads, serve
seniors, serve families as well. So one thing I could
say about this plan is that there is a public site
that we are proposing for disposition for 100%
affordable housing. And this is the site on 44th

Drive. So as part of that site, the City would have
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an engagement process, a workshop that would fully
gather information from the public on the type of
housing units, and if the feedback is for more family
housing, we would dedicate, uh, looking for a
proposal that would fit that.

In terms of the private site developments, MIH
does allow for the development of two and three-
bedrooms. I believe the requirement right now, and
I'm joined here by Sarit Platkin from HBD, is that
the MIH units have to be proportional to the market
rate units. So if the market rate units are all two
bedrooms, then the MIH units will also be two
bedrooms as well.

COUNCIL MEMBER RILEY: That’s good to know.

This plan includes mapping new M zones, which
were created as part of the City of Yes Text
Amendment. How do you anticipate these new M zones
might impact the future growth of the LIC IBZs?

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Thank you for your
question.

Thank you for your question. So the existing
industrial business area is located just north of
44th Drive and South of Queens Plaza South. Today,

it's an M1 zone where the floor area ratio is
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generally limited to a maximum of two to five FAE.
The uses allowed are commercial, industrial, and
community facilities. We've studied the trend of this
area in the last decade and understand that this area
is one of the economic drivers of the city, being
located adjacent to our growing neighborhood and
strong transit connectivity. Uh, industries such as
construction, film, and food production continue to
strengthen the vitality of the city. New industries
such as creative spaces for artisan galleries,
breweries, banquet halls, bakeries, and recreational
facilities, activities that complement the
residential uses surrounding this area, are growing
and align with supporting the new neighborhood.

We're working closely with Long Island's lead
partnership while crafting our proposal. And to help
continue the economic growth, we're proposing M1-A
districts that allow for higher development
allowances for commercial, industrial, and community
facilities to give the growing existing and new
creative maker space businesses flexibility to grow
as needed, as well as seeking complementary

investments in public realm and infrastructure that
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can help this area fulfill its potential as a
creative and innovation-centered job district.

We've heard the interests of residential uses
within the IBC during the OnelLIC engagement. And as
part of the legislative requirements set by City
Council, City Planning, in partnership with SBS and
EDC, just released the first draft of the Industrial
Plan for public feedback that looks to explore the
economic conditions of the industrial economy of the
city and the conditions of the industrial areas. We
look forward to further engagement on the Industrial
Plan this fall.

COUNCIL MEMBER RILEY: Okay. As I shared with
you before, I'm currently doing a neighborhood plan
in my district right now. So I'm going to go into
some questions that I currently want to know.

So this is for Erich. Erich, can you just
speak about some of the economic opportunities the
City foresees happening in this corridor with this
neighborhood plan for this community?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: Thank you for the
question—Erich Bilal, Vice President, Neighborhood

Strategies, Economic Development Corporation.
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So, I think the idea, based on the zoning
proposal, is that Long Island City can produce a
diverse economy. The idea is that a live/work
community can support multiple industries,
particularly industries that demonstrate opportunity
for growth. I think that there is potential here to
deliver commercial and residential opportunities. And
I suspect that with the supportive investments and
initiatives associated with this rezoning, a very
diverse economy in Long Island City would be propped
up.

COUNCIL MEMBER RILEY: Is there an estimated
job count that you're foreseeing with this zoning
project?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: I'll defer to my City
Planning colleagues for that question.

DIRECTOR ZENG: I believe it’s about 14,000.

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Yes, 14,000.

COUNCIL MEMBER RILEY: Fourteen thousand jobs?

DIRECTOR ZENG: Yes, correct.

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Correct.

COUNCIL MEMBER RILEY: (UNINTELLIGIBLE)

Corridor, okay.
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I will defer to Council Member Won. I will
probably have some questions after, but Council
Member Won, you go ahead.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Thank you so much. I just
had a follow-up question for an earlier question that
the Chair had asked. I remember a few months ago,
maybe a year ago now, we...

SERGEANT AT ARMS: (INAUDIBLE)

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: I want to go back to a
question that Lin-- Commissioner had-- Borough
Commissioner had answered.

How much of this plan includes so much of the
Long Island City waterfront that is under the water
already? So, for any of the land under the water that
is counted as floor area to calculate density in the
waterfront, can you help me understand the process
for that, because there have been multiple
constituents who have pointed that out to us as well?

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Thank you, Council Member.

FAR underwater has calculated along the
waterfront, and so whatever the FAR has designated,
as you see, 1t takes into account the densities

underwater. So as I have noted, the, uhm, I'm sorry--
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DIRECTOR ZENG: I think maybe to follow up on
that is, yes, some properties do have their land
underwater, and that would be counted towards their
zoning lots. But the requirement under the
(INAUDIBLE) access plan that we are modifying as part
of this plan is to require that 20% of their, you
know, at least 40 feet wide, that's the minimum of
waterfront access. So, regardless of, you know, what
their zoning lots’ floor area is, there are still
standards that they need to meet so that we can
create a continuous waterfront.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: So when we calculate the
40 feet, it won't be from the land that's underwater,
but it'll be for the area above water? (CROSS-TALK)

DIRECTOR ZENG: Correct from the shore. From
the...

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: But, then, does it count
depending on the tide of the water? How do we
calculate that? That's what people are asking.

DIRECTOR ZENG: I think there will be a hard
edge. So it would be counted-- it would be 40 feet
from there. But we can certainly get back to you with

a more precise answer to that because, yeah, I don't
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have the full list of sites and the specifics on
that.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: So, for the Waterfront
Access Plan, the calculation for 40 feet will be done
for the land that's above water. But am I
understanding correctly that for density, when you're
calculating for the density that that land is capable
of or entitled to include the land that's underwater?
I think that's what's confusing people because we're
not creating an underwater city over here, so... And
people have a lot of concerns about the density in
the waterfront.

DIRECTOR ZENG: I understand that. Thank you
for your question. Yes, I understand that concern.
The allowable floor area would consider the land
that's underwater as well because it is part of that
property.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: And how do we ensure that
it's taking into account the flood and mitigation
risks that people are so concerned about, about
building that height along the waterfront so close to
the shore?

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: So part of the--I think

the crux of the question is how do we mitigate some
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of the impacts, like the height and density, along
the waterfront. So some of the tools that we have
with our urban design along WAP are along the basin,
the lowering of the base heights from the underlying
R9, and introducing (INAUDIBLE) a set of regulations
that limit the tower size and locations near the 44th
Drive. And then extension on 5th Street, which really
begins to push the buildings towards-- away from the
shoreline.

We're also introducing the Open Space Bonus,
which will expand the waterfront open space and push
buildings further from the shoreline in some areas to
protect the people and the buildings from the coastal
rise that you're talking about.

The 40 feet that you mentioned is required
with the shore public walkway, and some areas will
need to provide a supplemental public access area,
which will expand the width between shoreline and
buildings in selected locations.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Okay, thank you, that's
helpful.

And you mentioned that Con Ed property along
the waterfront may be acquired by the City. Do you

expect to have an MOU signed with Con Ed before the
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vote that will pave the way to make this become a
reality?

DIRECTOR ZENG: Thank you for your question.
And before I turn this over to my colleague Erich the
EDC, I would just like to say, you know, this was
definitely an idea that we share with you that you've
brought to the table of having this continuous
waterfront connecting Queensbridge Park to the North
and Gantry Plaza State Park to the South. And so we
added this acquisition action as part of OneLIC so
that we can see that through. Conversations are
ongoing. And so I think Erich would probably be more,
you know, can speak to the latest on that and see
whether we can get to it before the plan is approved.

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: Thank you. Thank you for
the question.

That's right. The approval of these actions
would allow for EDC on behalf of the City to acquire
an easement to facilitate the creation of that
publicly accessible open space and make progress
towards the goal of a continuous greenway continuing
from Gantry State Park to Queensbridge Park.

And EDC, on behalf of the City, is working

closely with City Planning and is in the process of
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negotiating the terms of an agreement with Con
Edison, including any associated costs for the
acquisition, maintenance, and construction. Those
conversations have been productive, and we thank you
for your partnership there, Council Member. They are
ongoing, and the goal is to provide that continuous
waterfront access as robustly and quickly as
possible. Don't have details on timeline for
completion of the agreement, but we're working as
hard as we can.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Do you believe we'll have
an MOU with Con Ed and NYPA to make this a reality
before the vote?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: That's what we're
working towards, yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: So it's a yes, we will
have an MOU before the vote?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: I'm sorry, Council
Member, I can't guarantee, but that's what we're
working towards.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Okay, thank you.

At the City Planning Vote Commission, uh,
Planning Commission vote on September 3rd,

Commissioner Dan Garodnick publicly said that this
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plan doubles down on the public realm of Long Island
City, delivering a continuous, resilient waterfront
along the East River that will connect Gantry Plaza
State Park to Queensbridge Park.

Does the City commit to providing necessary
resiliency measures along the waterfront to protect
Long Island City from sea level rise, increasing
severe storms, considering that now, with this
acquisition, it would become public land—for Con Ed
and NYPA?

DIRECTOR ZENG: Those properties and those
developments would fall under our WAP requirements.
So similar to the open space that we're requiring
from the private site owners, these will also follow
the same restrictions, guidelines, and codes.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: So the city will invest in
resiliency for that waterfront?

DIRECTOR ZENG: Specifically, you know,
landscaping and, where needed, raised shoreways. That
is part of the larger plan, yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: The City has been in
conversation with Con Ed and NYPA, as the Vice
President of EDC has just testified, who owns the

property in the waterfront, to acquire land to create
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this public waterfront that is connected. The Con Ed
and NYPA properties contribute to the segregation of
both Queensbridge Houses and Ravenswood Houses, which
are predominantly Black and brown, from the rest of
the neighborhood, that does predominantly happen to
be demographic-wise white and Asian.

What have Con Ed and NYPA done to be good
neighbors in the district to make this connected
waterfront to Queensbridge and the rest of the
neighborhood a reality? Can you give us more details
on what the conversations have been and what the
current process will be?

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Thank you for your
question, Council member. On your topic on your
question about engagement with NYCHA residents, you
have been at the forefront and front of engagement
with our (INAUDIBLE) residents since the beginning,
and we have multiple focus area meetings, town hall
events, tabling, walking tours, and everyday
interaction with the Queens (INAUDIBLE)... (CROSS-
TALK)

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Wait, thank you, I just
want to clarify that the gquestion is...

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Yes, okay...
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COUNCIL MEMBER WON: What is the current
process that Con Ed and NYPA individually are
requesting from the city of New York to make this a
reality? Because that has not been public
information, and the public deserves to know.

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Thank you for your
question. It's my understanding that there is an
ongoing conversation with Con Ed and NYPA. I will
pass it over to our colleague at EDC.

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: Sure. Thank you.

At this early stage, the conversations have
been focused on planning and feasibility. We've been
conducting information sharing with both of those
groups to understand operations at their sites, to
understand what implementation of a waterfront
esplanade would look like. The impact that it would
have on operations. We've also been talking about
opportunities to provide upland connections, which
are a requirement as part of these projects. And I'll
just note that the waterfront access design
requirements are very strong and thoughtful. And so
those components of the conversation have also been
under discussion. Meaning, what does the final

topside condition look like? What does the water's
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edge condition look like? Various feasibility
conversations and topics like that.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: So, what is Con Ed
requesting of the city of New York to make this
happen?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: I guess I'm not sure I
understand the question. Sorry, Council Member.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: What is Con Ed and NYPA--
What do they need to allow you to acquire their land?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: Well, the negotiations
are ongoing, and I, I should say that there's some
proprietary and confidential information being
exchanged, but, in essence, the idea is that some
kind of exchange of value would take place in order
to facilitate a transaction whereby the City could
construct a publicly accessible esplanade on their
private land.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: And do you believe that
both parties, Con Edison and NYPA, are engaging in
these negotiations in good faith?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: I would say yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Okay, thank you. We'll be
following up on the progress of those conversations.

And the expectation from the public is that we would
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have an MOU signed prior to the Land Use vote in
order for us to have support for this project for
OnelIC.

Where are the City’s-- we already asked that--
We understand that the EDC has completed their
preliminary cost estimates for easements for both Con
Ed and NYPA. Has the City received appraisals for the
easement cost from Con Ed and NYPA?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: We have not yet.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Is there an estimated
deadline that they're supposed to send this to us by,
since we're running out of time before the wvote?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: No stated deadline, but
those conversations are ongoing.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: And do you feel confident
that we will have a concrete agreement? And we would
have the needed appraisals and partnership agreements
with these parties before the vote?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: Yes, Council Member, I'm
hopeful, yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Okay.

Has the City identified funding to pay for the
acquisition of this land from Con Ed and NYPA to

build out the public waterfront?
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VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: There has been no
dedicated funding for this exchange as of yet.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Do you have an estimate on
how much this would cost?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: I will have to get back
to you with a precise answer. I’m sorry.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Okay. Will the City-- I am
just going to state on the record that, from what you
have testified, I do believe that the City has
committed to securing concrete agreements from both
Con Ed and NYPA. And the question is, does the City
commit to finding adequate funding and providing an
implementation timeline by the City Council vote to
make this happen?

VICE PRESIDENT BILAL: Yes, that’s our-- that’s
our hope.

COUNCIL MEMBER WON: Okay, yes, thank you.

And along the lines of connected waterfront,
our next line of questioning is on infrastructure and
resiliency. Residents of Long Island City often
experience flooding in basements and ground floors,
often from sewer backups during heavy rain. How will

the City work to reduce existing flooding issues
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while mitigating the impact of new residential
density?

MS. HYE-KYUNG YANG: Thank you for your
question, Council Member.

I will start by saying that, before I hand
over part of the question to our colleagues at DEP,
want to note that the neighborhood planning process,
we’ve analyzed the potential outcome through our
Environmental Impact Statement, and rezonings and/or
new development, present an important opportunity to
enhance onsite stormwater management and reduce
demand for City sewer systems. So, as disclosed in
the EIS, stormwater flows to the sewer system are
expected to decrease as a result of the proposed
rezoning as sites redevelop. Now, this is due to the
Unified Stormwater Rule, which passed in 2022. This
rule requires that the lot that meets a certain
criteria to meet enhanced onsite stormwater
management requirements, include higher stormwater
volumes, more restrictive release rates, and, for
sites requiring, uh, requirements to infiltration
practices to entirely prevent some stormwater runoff
from entering the sewer system. This is an

improvement over today’s conditions, where sites

I
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