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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: Good morning. I am

          3  Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, the Chair of the

          4  Housing and Buildings Committee.

          5                 Today the Committee will hold it's

          6  second hearing on Reso 79, determining that there is

          7  a public emergency requiring rent control in New

          8  York City to continue to exist on and after April

          9  1st, 2006; and also Intro. 118, a local law to amend

         10  the Administrative Code of the City of New York in

         11  relation to extending the Rent Stabilization Laws.

         12                 Our first hearing held on March 3rd

         13  of this year, during that hearing the Committee

         14  received testimony from the Commissioner of Housing

         15  Preservation and Development, tenant leaders,

         16  housing advocates and some representatives of the

         17  real estate industry.

         18                 As we heard at that time, the report

         19  of the Housing Vacancy Survey submitted by HPD

         20  includes a Citywide rental vacancy rate of just a

         21  little bit above three percent, which is well below

         22  the five percent threshold.

         23                 Thus, a declaration of emergency may

         24  be made by the Council effecting housing

         25  accommodations.
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          2                 As stated at the hearing earlier, and

          3  I reiterate now, that the Committee on Housing and

          4  Buildings intends to act to protect our supply of

          5  affordable housing, and I want to express my

          6  assurance that the Committee, and expect the full

          7  Council to act to extend rent control and rent

          8  stabilization laws.

          9                 As most of you know, the passage of

         10  Intro. 118 would extend the rent stabilization law

         11  from April 1st, 2006 to April 1st, 2009, and the

         12  passage of Reso 79 would extend rent control law

         13  from April 1st, 2006 to April 2009.

         14                 At this time, I'd like to turn the

         15  mike over to the sponsor of the bill for just a

         16  brief comment, Council Member Rosie Mendez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Chair.

         19                 I just want to note on the record

         20  that housing is at a crisis proportion here in the

         21  City. I urge my colleagues to vote in the

         22  affirmative, but then afterwards for us to even do

         23  more to go to Albany and try to strengthen these

         24  laws so we can better protect tenants, and hopefully

         25  get control of these laws as we're proposing through
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          2  SLR 1, and thank you very much.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: Would any other

          4  members like to make a brief statement on this

          5  issue? If not, I'll call the roll.

          6                 Also, I wanted to acknowledge the

          7  presence of the new policy analyst to the Housing

          8  and Buildings Committee, Mr. Benjamin Goodman.

          9  Welcome aboard.

         10                 And at this time I'd like to have the

         11  vote coupled, and I ask the clerk to call the roll.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Dilan.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote aye on

         18  both.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Mr.

          3  Chairman, can I be temporarily excused to explain my

          4  vote?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'm going

          7  to be voting no on all coupled General Orders, in

          8  particular remembering the hearing that was here,

          9  the last Housing and Buildings Committee hearing,

         10  where they talked about the plight of small property

         11  owners, especially those who are in my district, and

         12  we talk about the six- and eight-family homes, about

         13  the increases in the taxes with the increases in the

         14  fuel cost and all the other expenditures that are

         15  crippling landlords throughout the City of New York

         16  and in my district, for those reasons and many more

         17  which we'll discuss later, I vote no.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         19  the affirmative, one in the negative, and no

         20  abstentions, both items are adopted.

         21                 Council members, please sign the

         22  Committee Report.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: And I just ask

         25  that we hold the vote open for some members that I
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          2  know that are en route. And that would conclude this

          3  meeting.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now currently

          7  stands at seven in the affirmative, one in the

          8  negative, and no abstentions.

          9                 Council Member Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now currently

         12  stands at eight in the affirmative, one in the

         13  negative, no abstentions. Thank you.

         14                 Council Member Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on Intro.

         16  118 and Resolution 79.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on Housing

         18  and Buildings now currently stands at nine in the

         19  affirmative, one in the negative, no abstentions.

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: The

         21  Committee on Housing and Buildings is now adjourned.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 10:55 a.m.)
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