New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0231-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Hudson

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the senior citizen rent increase exemption and the disability rent increase exemption

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
A majority of older adults in New York City are rent burdened, as many typically live on fixed incomes and rely on their monthly Social Security check or small pension to make ends meet. A 2025 report from the Office of the New York State Comptroller found that more than 61% of older adults in New York City were rent burdened, with the five boroughs leading the state: Staten Island (70%), Queens (66%), Brooklyn (62%), the Bronx (60%) and Manhattan (58%). The report also found that 21.5% of New York City’s older adults live in poverty, higher than the citywide rate (18.2%). And according to NYC Aging’s 2025 State of Older New Yorkers report, nearly 40 percent of older adults have had trouble paying at least one bill and more than 25 percent say they do not have stable housing.  

New York City has a number of programs to aid older adults experiencing financial hardship, including two programs that freeze rent for New Yorkers and prevent future increases: the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) and the Disability Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE). Eligible individuals can apply online or by mail. If approved, their rent is frozen at the amount paid when they receive the benefit. The property owner then receives a tax credit for the difference between the legal rent and the frozen rent. 

Currently, applicants can easily apply and renew their benefits online. Applicants can renew their benefits online 60 days before the benefit expires or via a paper application outside of the 60 day window. However, the City currently has different application systems for SCRIE/DRIE offered through the Department of Finance (for market-rate or other units) and the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (for Housing Development Fund Corporation or Mitchell-Lama apartments).

This bill would require the City to create a citywide online system for all tenants - including those in Housing Development Fund Corporation (HDFC) or Mitchell-Lama apartments — to apply to and renew their benefits under SCRIE and DRIE. Applicants would be able to see their application status online at any time as well as benefit status. It also requires the City to conduct outreach via telephone and email to notify tenants about these programs. The bill also clarifies certain events that would be considered a permanent decrease of income that would necessitate a rent redetermination for beneficiaries, including when a member of the household has died, permanently moved to a nursing home, permanently retired or acquired a permanent disability, is no longer receiving Social Security Disability Income (SSDI) benefits, or has experienced a termination of employment for more than six months.

