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August 21, 2001

INT. NO. 914

By: Council Members Oddo and Abel; also Council Member O’Donovan

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, C.O. George Motchan Corner, Borough of Staten Island.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “C.O. George Motchan Corner” at the southeast corner of Bradley Avenue and Westwood Avenue.

COMMENT:


The following biographical information was provided by the Motchan family and the Correction Officers Benevolent Association:


George Motchan was born in Brooklyn, New York, on August 11, 1930, to Emanuel and Catherine Motchan. He attended Saint Theresa Grammar School, Public School 9, and Boys High School. In 1944 George joined the United States Merchant Marines and remained with them for the duration of World War II. After the war, in 1948, he joined the United States Army where he served until 1950. In 1950 he married Dolly Ovale. This marriage produced two children, a daughter, Kathlene, and a son George, Jr. Shortly after the marriage George Motchan attended Brooklyn Technical High School at night and earned an Electrician’s Certificate in 1953.

George Motchan became a New York City Correction Officer in 1958 and by September 1975 was in his seventeenth year of service. On September 9th, 1975, shortly after 9 AM, Correction Officers George Motchan and Joseph Connors escorted inmate Joseph James from the Brooklyn House of Detention to the Kings County Hospital dental clinic. Detained on robbery and murder charges, the prisoner was handcuffed to Officer Motchan who was not carrying a firearm for that reason. As backup officer, Conner was armed.

At about 10 AM, the prisoner asked to use the bathroom at the dental clinic. Unknown to the officers, the prisoner had prearranged to have a girlfriend hide a gun behind the commode in the bathroom. When Officer Motchan saw the prisoner emerge from the stall with the weapon he turned and shouted to Correction Officer Connors, who was standing outside the bathroom door, “Watch out, he’s got a gun.” As Officer Motchan uttered the warning, he was shot by the prisoner who rushed into the crowded waiting room with his gun blazing. Correction Officer Connors held his fire for fear of hitting bystanding patients. He and a female patient were also shot by the prisoner who made good his escape. Mr. Connors survived but the severity of his injuries would prevent him from continuing his correction service.


Correction Officer George Motchan died six days later, on September 15, 1975, at Kings County Hospital, becoming the first New York City Correction Officer ever killed in the line of duty. After seventeen years of service he had been planning for retirement in three years. The Motchans had celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary the proceeding June at a party given by their children. The party photos had arrived at the Motchan home only days before Officer Motchan’s death. George Motchan was survived by his wife, Dolly, his son, George, Jr., his daughter, Kathlene Dory, and an infant granddaughter, Eileen. 

On Saturday morning, September 19, 1975, Mayor Abraham Beame, many other elected officials, civic leaders and 600 correction officers, stood at attention in the rain as the flag-draped coffin bearing George Motchan was carried into St. Rita’s Roman Catholic Church on Staten Island for a solemn Requiem Mass. Ironically, some eight hours earlier, Officer Motchan’s killer had been recaptured in Brooklyn. 

In 1979 officials at the Rikers Island prison complex named a street and a hospital in honor of George Motchan. In July 2001 he was again honored at Rikers Island when a recreation hall was named to honor him. Now the City of New York and Borough of Brooklyn want to add an additional honor as follows: In recognition of his seventeen years of service and his ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty, it is fitting that the southeast corner of Bradley and Westwood Avenue, the location of his family parish and the site where his last rites were held, be called “C.O. George Motchan Corner” in his honor.


This local law shall take effect immediately.

Update:


On August 21, 2001, the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroups Relations approved Int. No. 914 by a vote of 6:0:0
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