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INTRODUCTION


On November 4, 2010, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 374. This bill would amend the Administrative Code to require the New York City Department of Transportation to compile certain bicycle crash data.  Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”); community boards, civic groups and transportation advocates.  

BACKGROUND


On August 16, 2010, DOT released the “New York City Pedestrian Safety Study & Action Plan (“the Plan”),” in compliance with Local Law 11 of 2008.  The Plan, as required by Local Law 11, analyzed motor vehicle crashes with pedestrians and bicycles, but did not have any information on crashes among bicycles and between bicycles and pedestrians.  Currently, information about pedestrians hit and injured by bicyclists is a statistic that is not compiled by any City agency.


However, with 250 miles of bicycle lanes installed on City streets in the past three years and plans to install hundreds of additional miles of bicycle lanes, crashes between pedestrians and bicycles seem inevitable and may increase.  DOT, recognizing the importance of tracking crashes involving bicycles and pedestrians recently agreed to start tracking crashes between bicyclists and pedestrians.
  This bill would make such data collection a legal requirement.  
ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 374 would add a new section 19-183 to subchapter 3 of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the City of New York entitled “Compilation of bicycle crash data.”  Subdivision a of new section 19-183 would provide that DOT compile the numbers of bicycle crashes that are reported to city agencies or other city officials and that such crash compilation shall include crashes between bicycles, between bicycles and scooters, between bicycles and other vehicles, and between bicycles and pedestrians.  Subdivision a further provides that DOT shall begin compiling such data on January 1, 2012.


Subdivision b of new section 19-1823 would provide that on April 1, 2013 and annually thereafter, DOT shall provide a report to the Council for the preceding calendar year, which shall also be posted on DOT’s website, of the total number of reported crashes as required by subdivision a of this section, disaggregated by those involving solely bicycles, between bicycles and scooters, between bicycles and motorized vehicles, and between one or more bicycles and pedestrians.  


Section two of Proposed Int. No. 377-A would provide that this local law take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law.

Int. No. 374

By Council Members Mendez, Brewer, Chin, Comrie, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koppell, Lander, Palma, Van Bramer and Williams 

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the compilation of bicycle crash data.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-183 to read as follows:  

§19-183 Compilation of bicycle crash data. a. The department shall compile the numbers of bicycle crashes that are reported to city agencies or other city officials.  Such bicycle crash compilation shall include crashes between bicycles, between bicycles and scooters, between bicycles and other vehicles and between bicycles and pedestrians.  The department shall commence compiling such data on January 1, 2012.

b. On April 1, 2013 and annually thereafter, the department shall provide a report to the council for the preceding calendar year, with such report posted on the department’s website, of the total number of reported crashes as required by subdivision a of this section, disaggregated by those involving solely bicycles, between bicycles and scooters, between bicycles and motorized vehicles, and between one or more bicycles and pedestrians.  Such report shall also be disaggregated by borough and by community district. 

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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