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          1  COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Can someone buzz

          3  Council Member Yassky and ask Council Member Koppell

          4  to come in the room? Good morning. Hello, good

          5  morning. We're going to begin today's meeting of the

          6  Consumer Affairs Committee. I am Leroy Comrie, Chair

          7  of the Committee. I'd like to thank everyone here

          8  for attending this morning's vote. Today we're

          9  joined by Council Member Jim Gennaro and Council

         10  Member Oliver Koppell, and Council Member David

         11  Yassky.

         12                 The Consumer Affairs Committee has

         13  held two meetings jointly with the Small Business

         14  Committee on the issue of film piracy in New York

         15  City, one of the hearings specifically addressing

         16  the bill under consideration this morning. I want to

         17  thank Council Member Yassky, Chair of the Small

         18  Business Committee, as well has his staff for

         19  working diligently on these issues.

         20                 Presenting recording a film while in

         21  a movie theater is merely a violation under the

         22  State Penal Law carrying a maximum penalty of only

         23  $250. During the course of our previous meetings,

         24  representatives of the movie industry stated that a

         25  large percentage of nationally distributed
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          2  counterfeit films are recorded from the screens of

          3  various New York City theaters with hand-held

          4  cameras.

          5                 In an effort to combat that

          6  disturbing information, Intro. 383-A would establish

          7  a local law making it a misdemeanor to record a film

          8  inside a movie house without the expressed consent

          9  of the theater's owner or operator.

         10                 If convicted, violators can be

         11  punished with up to six months imprisonment, a fine

         12  ranging between $1,000 and $5,000 and a civil

         13  penalty of not more than $5,000.

         14                 Intro. 383 would also criminalize

         15  videotaping inside any other type of venue being

         16  used to exhibit a motion picture or a life

         17  theatrical or musical performance.

         18                 However, to ensure that the law does

         19  not unintentionally capture performances that are

         20  normally open for videotaping, the prohibition

         21  against filming in venues that are not primarily

         22  movie theaters would apply only when the venue's

         23  operator post the appropriate signage.

         24                 Again, I want to thank everyone who

         25  helped finalize today's legislation, and thank you,
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          2  again, for all of those in attendance at today's

          3  meeting.

          4                 Before we proceed, I'd ask Council

          5  Member Yassky, the bill's prime sponsor, to say a

          6  few words, before the Committee puts the issue to

          7  the vote.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I would just

          9  thank you, Mr. Chair, for your comradship. This was

         10  a very successful collaboration between you and me,

         11  and I believe then we, I think, have got a real

         12  solid outcome. I think as important as the

         13  legislation here is the commitment that you have

         14  secured from the Administration for enforcement,

         15  enforcement of this and, of course, existing laws

         16  against selling pirated, stolen, you know,

         17  intellectually stolen DVDs on the street, that the

         18  commitment to empower the Sheriff's Office to help

         19  with enforcement efforts and to commit, rather to

         20  conduct a specified number of sweeps, that's a

         21  really important commitment, and I congratulate you

         22  and commend you for it and I just thank you for

         23  doing it, and I just urge the Committee to support

         24  the bill.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you. Any
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          2  comments from members?

          3                 Okay, I just want to also thank

          4  Council Member Yassky for his diligence and I enjoy,

          5  as always, working together with you on issues. And

          6  I want to thank the Administration for recognizing

          7  this problem. As was stated by Council Member

          8  Yassky, these hearings divulged that it's not only

          9  the movie industry, but the theater industry that is

         10  being now inundated with illegal copies of critical

         11  performances, and this will extend that protection

         12  to those other areas of entertainment, as well, that

         13  would want to make sure that their performances

         14  should be copyright protected are just that.

         15                 I also want to thank the

         16  Administration for putting in writing the fact that

         17  they will be doing more enforcement and a deeper

         18  level of enforcement on a regular basis to ensure

         19  that those people that are out pirating videos on a

         20  macro level will be more sought out after in a more

         21  focused and determined way.

         22                 So, with that, I will ask Mr. William

         23  Martin to please call the vote.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Council Member

         25  Comrie.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Mr. Chairman,

          5  I wish to speak on my vote.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I also want

          8  to add my voice to the chorus of those that are

          9  thanking David and thanking Oliver for his

         10  co-sponsorship and you, Mr. Chairman, for bringing

         11  us here today, and I proudly vote aye.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I just might

         15  comment on this, and I don't know if there's

         16  anything we can do about this, but I think that the

         17  members of the public at large should be more

         18  sensitive to these issues of piracy. And you know,

         19  it's easy to say let's pick up the film at half

         20  price, but what you're doing is you really are

         21  prejudicing not only the big companies that sell

         22  these, but the neighborhood merchants who pay rent,

         23  pay taxes, the video stores and such, and they are

         24  being disadvantaged by these pirates, and I think

         25  all of us have to be sensitive to the fact that
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          2  selling pirated goods is a really destructive thing

          3  to do. I don't know how to make people more aware of

          4  that.

          5                 But I know I'm tempted to buy things

          6  on the street, and it's probably not a particularly

          7  good practice, unless we know that it's a licensed

          8  vendor.

          9                 In any event, I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK MARTIN: Okay, that's

         11  three in the affirmative, no negative, no

         12  abstentions. The bill passes.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I want to thank

         14  all of the members of the Committee for being here

         15  this morning and voting on the bill, and sitting

         16  through the hearings and understanding the issues.

         17                 I agree with Council Member Koppell

         18  that we'll put a message out to the Department of

         19  Consumer Affairs, who I want to congratulate on what

         20  they did yesterday with auto dealerships. I don't

         21  know if you had read, but there was many auto

         22  dealerships that send out those award notices that

         23  you get that you're going to get a free car if you

         24  show up, and we talked about it at this Committee

         25  meeting. Yesterday they were actually able to do
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          2  some indictments against seven different auto

          3  dealerships, because as you know, once you get to

          4  the dealership, you don't get that car, you get

          5  steered to probably buying something you can't

          6  afford. So, I want to commend the Department of

          7  Consumer Affairs for acting on that and doing it in

          8  such a complete and thorough way. It's important

          9  that we try to protect consumers from everything

         10  that is proliferating out there that wants to

         11  separate them from their money for a less valued

         12  product or a more expensive product.

         13                 So, with that, Council Member Gerson,

         14  I know you were waiting to say a few words on the

         15  bill, and I'm sorry we lost you in transition, so

         16  please feel free to say something at this time.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:

         18  Congratulations to you and the Committee for

         19  adopting, and to my colleagues, especially

         20  co-sponsors David Yassky and Oliver Koppell, ditto

         21  ditto ditto to everything that was said.

         22                 Unless you want me to speak for

         23  longer?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: No, we're good.

         25  We're good.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: And Mr. Chair,

          3  for your leadership on this and all other things.

          4  You're really making a difference to the consumers

          5  of New York. Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We're doing it

          7  all together. Well, thank you. With that, we'll hold

          8  the vote open for ten minutes for Council Member

          9  John Liu. Council Member Barron is out of town and

         10  will not be able to vote. With that, I'll declare

         11  the meeting closed. Thank you very much. Please sign

         12  the roll.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            10

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.
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         14  related to any of the parties to this action by
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         18  set my hand this 12th day of April 2007.

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

                                   ---------------------

         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

                                                            11

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

