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Preconsidered Int. No. 1002: 	By Council Member Lee (By Request of the Mayor)
 
Title: 	A Local Law to establish a temporary program to resolve outstanding judgements imposed by the environmental control board  

Preconsidered Res. No. 595:	By Council Member Lee

Title:	Resolution approving the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding in the expense budget

I. INTRODUCTION
On August 13, 2026, the Committee on Finance, chaired by Council Member Linda Lee, considered and voted on the following legislation:
· Preconsidered Int. No. 1002, a local law to establish a temporary program to resolve outstanding judgments imposed by the environmental control board; and
· Preconsidered Res. No 595, a resolution to approve the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding in the expense budget.


The Committee passed Preconsidered Int. No. 1002 by a vote of 12 in the affirmative and 1 in the negative, with zero abstentions, and passed Preconsidered Res. No. 595 by a vote of 12 in the affirmative and 1 in the negative, with zero abstentions.

II. LEGISLATION 
A. Environmental Control Board Amnesty Program Bill
BACKGROUND 
	In the 1970s, the City and the New York State legislature established a policy that would transfer various quality-of-life offenses, such as littering, peddling, air, noise, sanitary and health code violations, from the criminal court to certain administrative tribunals, including the Environmental Control Board (ECB), which was established in 1977.[footnoteRef:1] ECB is now a tribunal within the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings (OATH), an independent City agency that conducts administrative hearings and adjudicates violations issued by numerous City agencies. ECB does not issue notices of violations. Rather, notices are issued by the City’s enforcement agencies, which are also responsible for promulgating the rules underlying the violations, establishing enforcement policies and procedures, employing inspectors or agents, and determining where, when, or to whom notices are issued.   [1:  See Local Law 24 of 1977, codified in section 1049-a of the New York City Charter] 

Examples of quality-of-life infractions for which notices of violation are issued include dirty sidewalk; unleashed dog; loitering; noise; public indecency; rollerblading or motorcycling in a forbidden area; sidewalk obstruction; rodent and pest control; defacement of property; and violations related to the amount, location, nature, and labeling of hazardous substances. Twenty-five different City agencies write quality-of-life tickets and file them with ECB for adjudication,[footnoteRef:2] including the Business Integrity Commission, the Department of Buildings (DOB), the Department of Environmental Protection, the Fire Department, the Department of Health & Mental Hygiene, the Office of Technology & Innovation, the Landmarks Preservation Commission, the Department of Parks  & Recreation, the Police Department, the Department of Sanitation (DSNY), the Department of Small Business Services, the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection, and the Department of Transportation. [2:  OATH website, About ECB, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/oath/hearings/about-ecb.page. ] 

LOCAL LAWS ESTABLISHING ECB AMNESTY PROGRAMS 

	In an effort to encourage respondents to resolve outstanding ECB judgement debt and increase collections, the NYC Council has enacted several local laws which authorized the Commissioner of Finance to establish temporary ECB amnesty programs, including:
· Local Law 47 of 2009[footnoteRef:3] – As a result of the program, DOF collected $14.3 million in base fines and waived $33.7 million in default penalties and accrued interest.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Local Law 47 of 2009, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=452705&GUID=DA29BC75-76C6-4635-ADB0-9D253EA7ED16&Options=ID|Text|&Search=1041.]  [4:  DOF Responses to Council Questions related to DOF Council Testimony on Int. 489-A on October 14, 2014. On file with the New York City Council Finance Committee.] 

· Local Law 45 of 2016[footnoteRef:5]– As a result of the program, DOF collected $45 million in base fines and resolved $115 million in default penalties and accrued interest.[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Local Law No. 45 of 2016, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2352225&GUID=EA8B031D-929D-4CA8-9349-CBA0BD144BA9&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=45.]  [6:  NYC DOF, FY17 Annual Report on DOF Collection of ECB Judgment Debt, at 3 (November 2017), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/17pdf/fy17-ecb-annual-report.pdf.] 

· Local Law 81 of 2021[footnoteRef:7] – Also known as the Fine and Interest Reduction Enabling Recovery Program (FAIRER), this program was intended to provide greater amnesty relief to respondents impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and included a provision authorizing the Commissioner to extend the 90-day program for an additional 90 days. Over 21,000 businesses and individuals were able to resolve their unpaid judgements under the FAIRER program. As a result, DOF collected $47.2 million in base fines and resolved $97 million in penalties and interest.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Local Law 81 of 2021, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4805924&GUID=326291CC-1EB4-4286-A7F0-BA0F0B92C87E&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=81.]  [8:  NYC DOF, Annual Report on Environmental Control board (ECB) – Adjudicated, at 2 (November 2022), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/22pdf/ecb-annual-report-2022.pdf.] 


ANALYSIS OF LEGISLATION
Preconsidered Int. No. 1002 – A Local Law to establish a temporary program to resolve outstanding penalties imposed by the environmental control board

This legislation would require the Department of Finance Commissioner to establish a temporary program to resolve outstanding ECB judgement penalties. Under the program, eligible judgments resulting from default decisions could be resolved by paying the underlying base penalty, without payment of any default penalties or accrued interest, and eligible judgments resulting from adjudications and findings of liability could be resolved by paying 75% of the imposed penalties, without payment of accrued interest. Additionally, certain judgments would be excluded from the program, including judgments subject to certain enforcement actions, criminal investigations, or tax liens. Judgments entered within 90 days before the start of the program would also be ineligible. The program would last for 90 days during fiscal year 2027, and the Commissioner would be able to extend it for an additional 90-day period. This bill would take effect immediately.

B. Transparency Resolution
Preconsidered Res. No. 595, to approve the new designation and changes in the designation of certain organizations to receive funding in the expense budget

The Council of the City of New York (the “Council”) annually adopts the City’s budget, covering expenditures other than for capital projects (the “expense budget”) pursuant to Section 254 of the Charter. On June 30, 2025, the Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2026 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2026 Expense Budget”). On June 30, 2026, the Council adopted the expense budget for fiscal year 2027 with various programs and initiatives (the “Fiscal 2027 Expense Budget”).
In an effort to continue to make the budget process more transparent, the Council is providing a list setting forth new designations and/or changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2027 and Fiscal 2026 Expense Budgets (“Charts”).
This Resolution, dated August 13, 2026, would approve: the new designations and the changes in the designation of certain organizations receiving local, aging, youth, Anti-Poverty, Community Safety and Victim Services, Speaker’s Initiative to Address Citywide Needs, Cultural After-School Adventure (CASA), Cultural Immigrant Initiative, Digital Inclusion and Literacy Initiative, Neighborhood Development Grant Initiative, NYC Cleanup, Parks Equity Initiative, Support Our Older Adults, Domestic Violence and Empowerment (DoVE) Initiative, Older Adults Across the Boroughs, HIV/AIDS Pathways to Care, Violence Prevention and Intervention for Youth and Young Adults, Educational Programs for Students, Empowering Black Communities, Homeowner Stabilization Services (Formerly Estate Planning and Resolution Initiative and Foreclosure Prevention Programs), Artificial Intelligence Community Engagement, Mental Health and Services for Vulnerable Populations, Chamber on the Go and Small Business Assistance, Nontraditional Worker Organizing and Education, MWBE Leadership Associations, Culturally Specific Gender Based Violence Initiative, Gender-Affirming Care for TGNCNBI Youth, Immigrant Legal Providers Support Network, Immigrant Legal Support Network, Older Adult Centers, Programs and Services, Community Composting at Cultural Institutions Groups, Afterschool Enrichment Initiative, Immigrant Opportunities Initiative, Veterans Community Development, Mental Health Services for Veterans, and LGBTQIA+ Community Services discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2027 Expense Budget; Immigrant Legal Providers Support Network, and Immigrant Legal Support Network discretionary funding in accordance with the Fiscal 2026 Expense Budget; as well as amend the purpose of funds for certain organizations receiving funding pursuant to the Fiscal 2026 and 2027 Expense Budgets. All new designations and changes in designations are as described in the attached Charts.  
It is to be noted that organizations identified in the attached Charts with an asterisk (*) have not yet completed or began the prequalification process conducted by the Mayor's Office of Contract Services (for organizations to receive more than $10,000) by the Council (for organizations to receive $10,000 or less total), or other government agency. Organizations identified without an asterisk have completed the appropriate prequalification review. 
It should also be noted that funding for organizations in the attached Charts with a double asterisk (**) will not take effect until the passage of a budget modification.
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