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TITLE:
Resolution commemorating the 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade and calling on the United States Congress to support funding for comprehensive reproductive health care.
INTRODUCTION
On January 18, 2013, the Women’s Issues Committee, chaired by Council Member Julissa Ferreras, held a public hearing on Proposed Resolution No. 1635-A, a resolution commemorating the 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade and calling on the United States Congress to support funding for comprehensive reproductive health care.  The Resolution was passed by the Committee with a 5-0 vote.   
 BACKGROUND

On January 22, 1973 the United States Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional a state law that banned abortions except to save the life of the mother.
   This decision, Roe v. Wade, “ruled that the states were forbidden from outlawing or regulating any aspect of abortion performed during the first trimester of pregnancy, could only enact abortion regulations reasonably related to maternal health in the second and third trimesters, and could enact abortion laws protecting the life of the fetus only in the third trimester.”
 At the time of the Roe V. Wade decision, most states restricted or banned abortion.
  The Court’s decision concluded that abortion lies within a pregnant woman’s “zone of privacy” and therefore is a fundamental right protected by the Constitution.
  

Since 1973, numerous challenges to Roe v. Wade have been mounted in various ways including through policy, legislation, budgetary restrictions and public campaigns. Many states have passed laws limiting women’s ability to access abortion, often without consideration to maternal health and privacy.  According to the Guttmacher Institute, in 2012 there were the second-highest number of abortion restrictions ever.
 Additionally, since the passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), which among other things, provides for the establishment of state-level health care exchanges aimed at assisting individuals and small businesses in purchasing a private health insurance plans, some states have already enacted laws restricting the abortion coverage that will be available in plans purchased through the exchanges.  


January 22, 2013 commemorates 40 years since Roe V. Wade was decided.  RESOLUTION NO. 1635-A 

Resolution No. 1635-A would note that every woman needs access to a range of safe, affordable and comprehensive reproductive health care throughout her life, including cancer and sexually transmitted infection screenings, contraceptive services, abortion care, prenatal care, and labor and delivery services.  The Resolution would state that on January 22, 1973, the United States Supreme Court legalized abortion throughout the country with the Roe v. Wade decision. Resolution No. 1635-A would further state that since 1973, many states have passed laws limiting women’s ability to access the procedure, often without consideration of maternal health and privacy.  The Resolution would indicate that many of these laws reduce options for women facing major life decisions as well as for the doctors treating them.  


Resolution No. 1635-A would point out that according to the Guttmacher Institute, twenty states have laws that could be used to restrict the legal status of abortion if Roe v. Wade were overturned.  The Resolution would note that in addition, budgetary actions taken by the federal government have increased barriers to accessing such services by restricting abortion coverage for those enrolled in public insurance programs.  


The Resolution would state that when a woman needs to end her pregnancy it is important that she have access to safe medical care, and insurance coverage can help ensure such care is available.  Resolution No. 1635-A would further state that all women, regardless of income, should also have insurance coverage to ensure that economic barriers do not play a role in critical health care decisions and access.  The Resolution would note that reproductive health is a vital component of women’s overall health, and reproductive freedom is equally vital to women’s safety and well-being.  


Resolution No. 1635-A would point out that for 40 years Roe v. Wade has established women’s rights to make medical choices for themselves and has strengthened their doctors’ ability to make medical decisions based on their best judgment. The Resolution would note that funding family planning services is vital to ensuring women can lead full healthy lives and participate equally in society.  Finally, the Resolution would note that the Council of the City of New York commemorates the 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade and calls upon the United States Congress to support funding for comprehensive reproductive health care. 
� The Supreme Court History, Expanding Civil Rights, Landmark Cases, Roe v. Wade, PBS, accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_roe.html" �http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_roe.html�  on January 14, 2013; see also Roe v. Wade,  410 U.S. 113 (1973).  
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� Guttmacher Institute, 2012 Saw Second-Highest Number of Abortion Restrictions Ever, accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.guttmacher.org/media/inthenews/2013/01/02/index.html" �http://www.guttmacher.org/media/inthenews/2013/01/02/index.html�  on January 15, 2013.  
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