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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  My

          3  colleagues, as you know, one of the finest

          4  traditions of New York takes place, once again, on

          5  November the 2nd.  It is the day that we see the New

          6  York Marathon take place.  And I am privileged today

          7  to recognize two institutions, two organizations

          8  that have been so instrumental in promoting the New

          9  York Marathon, and also not only the sport of

         10  running, but all of the related, positive aspects of

         11  being involved in civics and living in our City.

         12                 My Speaker has been made aware that I

         13  will be running the Marathon once again this year on

         14  November 2nd.  And as you know he has given me a

         15  great deal of responsibility in terms of the

         16  leadership of this institution, as a Deputy Majority

         17  Leader, as the Chairman of the Governmental

         18  Operations Committee, as the recently designated

         19  knucklehead from the Daily News.  And so what he has

         20  done is he has asked me to take on one more

         21  challenge, a challenge that is quite daunting

         22  because of course I am dealing with one of the

         23  giants, an icon in our society, P. Diddy.  I

         24  understand the Speaker has asked, has told me that

         25  if I was to run the Marathon this year, that I would
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          2  have to make sure that beat Pub Daddy by at least a

          3  half an hour, in Oprah's time, in Oprah Winfrey's

          4  time.  And so, you know, I reluctantly, but

          5  nevertheless, enthusiastically - -

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER:  And humbly, I might

          7  add.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: - -  and

          9  humbly, and of course, with a great deal of pride

         10  and confidence accept that responsibility and look

         11  forward to your support as I run through your

         12  various boroughs on behalf of this great

         13  institution, The City Council.

         14                 But in all seriousness, I want to

         15  take a moment to at least recognize two individuals

         16  that are representing these two very extraordinary

         17  institutions.  One is the New York Road's Runner's

         18  Foundation.  The Foundation works to establish

         19  community based youth running programs in under-

         20  served communities.  They work to improve health,

         21  emotional well- being, and personal achievement.

         22  They aim to fill the gap left by budget left to

         23  public schools, physical education programs.  Over

         24  1,000 kids per week participate in their "running

         25  partners" program established in more than 50
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          2  schools and community centers.  They provide

          3  training for one- to five- mile running, workshops

          4  on health and nutrition, academic lessons, and

          5  entree to New York Road Runners Races and Special

          6  Events.  And accepting on their behalf is Mr. Cliff

          7  Sperber, who is the Executive Director.

          8                 And the other great institution that

          9  I want to acknowledge is the New York Road Runners.

         10  As you know, I, myself, am a member, a Road Runner

         11  member, and of course I will be running in this

         12  year's Marathon in less than two weeks.  On November

         13  the 2nd, I will be accepting the Speaker's challenge

         14  to make sure I come home a half hour before P.

         15  Diddy.  And just for the sake of making sure of

         16  that, I bought a new MetroCard in case, in case, as

         17  if, but he is going to need it.

         18                 In any case, I would like to also

         19  honor the New York Road Runners for all the work

         20  they do, especially that great New York City

         21  Marathon.  And accepting on their behalf, I turn to

         22  Mr. Bernard Cooper who is the Chairman of Board.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you, Council

         24  Member Perkins, for your commitment to these great

         25  organizations as well.  And if we could have the
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          2  clerk read the proclamations, that would be

          3  terrific.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Council, City of

          5  New York, Proclamation:

          6                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to honor the New York

          8  Road Runners Foundation for its exceptional

          9  contributions to the sport of running on the

         10  occasion of the 23rd New York City Marathon; and

         11                 WHEREAS: It is the tradition and

         12  great privilege of the New York City Council to

         13  honor those organizations that have enriched us with

         14  their contributions, and today we are proud to honor

         15  the New York City Road Runners Foundation for its

         16  stellar contributions to the sport of running and to

         17  the City's communities since its founding in 1998;

         18  and

         19                 WHEREAS:  From the New York City

         20  Marathon's humble beginnings in 1970 with 55

         21  finishers, and a total budget of $1,000, the

         22  marathon has grown to become for this City a

         23  weeklong, worldwide celebration involving 30,000

         24  athletes, 12,000 volunteers, thousands for City

         25  employees, more than two million spectators lining
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          2  the course, and tens of millions more television

          3  viewers around the globe, all joining together in

          4  celebrating friendship, sport, and human potential;

          5  and

          6                 WHEREAS:  The Foundation's mission is

          7  to promote health and fitness to New York City

          8  residents who have little or no access to structural

          9  athletic programming; responding to the critical

         10  lack of physical education programming in New York

         11  City public schools and the resulting lack of

         12  fitness and corresponding rise in obesity, the

         13  Foundation focuses on serving the City's children;

         14  and

         15                 WHEREAS:  The Foundation has

         16  implemented "Running Partners," a youth development

         17  program established in more than 50 schools and

         18  community centers throughout the City serving over

         19  1,000 at- risk youths; the program links the sport

         20  of running to success in school and life; it

         21  combines training for running, workshops on health

         22  and nutrition, and academic lessons, with the goal

         23  of enriching the children's bodies, minds, and

         24  spirits while building self- discipline, self-

         25  esteem, and self- confidence; and
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          2                 WHEREAS:  Today, we are immensely

          3  proud to recognize and honor the Foundation for its

          4  outstanding service to the sport of running, to this

          5  City and to the City's children; the Foundation has

          6  truly enriched our City by contributing to the

          7  quality of life and the vitality of the City and it

          8  is with the deepest esteem and gratitude that we

          9  honor them today; now, therefore

         10                 BE IT KNOWN:  That the Council of the

         11  City of New York most gratefully honors The New York

         12  Road Runners Foundation for its outstanding service

         13  to the City and the Community.

         14                 Signed this 24th day of October in

         15  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         16  Speaker, For the Entire Council; Bill Perkins,

         17  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         18  District, Manhattan.

         19                 Council, City of New York,

         20  Proclamation:

         21                 WHEREAS:  The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to honor the New York

         23  Road Runners (NYRR) for its exceptional

         24  contributions to the sport of running on the

         25  occasion of the 23rd New York City Marathon; and
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          2                 WHEREAS:  It is the tradition and

          3  great privilege of the New York City Council to

          4  honor those organizations that have enriched us with

          5  their contributions, and today we are proud to honor

          6  the New York City Road Runners for providing nearly

          7  five decades of stellar contributions to the sport

          8  of running; and

          9                 WHEREAS:  From the New York City

         10  Marathon's humble beginnings in 1970 with 55

         11  finishers and a total budget of $1,000, the marathon

         12  has grown to become for this City a weeklong,

         13  worldwide celebration involving 30,000 athletes,

         14  12,000 volunteers, thousands of City employees, more

         15  than two million spectators lining the course, and

         16  tens of millions more television viewers around the

         17  globe, all joining together in celebrating

         18  friendship, sport, and human potential; and

         19                 WHEREAS:  Founded in 1958 with 47

         20  members, NYRR has grown into the world's foremost

         21  running organization, with a membership of 40,000.

         22  NYRR conducts more than 100 events each year, from

         23  the celebratory NYC Run to Liberty 10K to the New

         24  York City Marathon; and

         25                 WHEREAS:  NYRR has its headquarters
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          2  and local clubhouse in Manhattan, but it is

          3  nonetheless recognized as both a national and

          4  international athletic organization with the mission

          5  of promoting the sport of running for health,

          6  recreation, and competition and with a membership

          7  that enthusiastically supports this mission; and

          8                 WHEREAS:  Today, we are immensely

          9  proud to recognize and honor all the hard- working

         10  members of NYRR for their outstanding service to the

         11  sport of running and to this City; NYRR and its

         12  members have truly enriched our City by contributing

         13  to the quality of life and the vitality of the City

         14  and it is with the deepest esteem and gratitude that

         15  we honor them today; now, therefore

         16                 BE IT KNOWN:  That the Council of the

         17  City of New York most gratefully honors The New York

         18  Road Runners for its outstanding service to the City

         19  and the Community.

         20                 Signed this 24th day of October in

         21  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         22  Speaker, For the Entire Council; Bill Perkins,

         23  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         24  District, Manhattan.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you very much.
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          2    We appreciate all that you have done for our great

          3  City, and we would be very appreciative if you would

          4  say a few words.

          5                 MR. SPERBER:  Well it is a privilege

          6  to accept this Proclamation on behalf of the New

          7  York Runners Foundation.  Our chairwoman, the great

          8  Greta Wates (phonetic), who won the New York City

          9  Marathon nine times, and all the staff runners and

         10  our boards, and everybody who contributes to a

         11  program that is currently serving over 2,000 New

         12  York City children a week, and we hope that years to

         13  come, with your support, to serve thousands more.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 MR. COOPER:  I ditto everything that

         16  he said, and I want to thank all of you for the

         17  assistance that you have given us in making this a

         18  really premier Marathon, probably the very best in

         19  the world, helping us with the streets, with the

         20  Sanitation, with everything else under the sun.  And

         21  so we are very happy to be with you, and we promise

         22  you a great Marathon this year to benefit the City.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you.  Okay.

         24  Bill, thank you for your patience, we are ready.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  The honor of
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          2  serving in this illustrious body comes with

          3  patience.

          4                 Let me just, again, remind you that

          5  November 2nd is the Marathon, and the Speaker has

          6  enrolled me into this race.  It is a 26- mile

          7  Marathon.  Bob Jackson said, only 26 miles?

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER:  That is my line,

          9  actually.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  That is his

         11  line.  In any case, today we are here to pay respect

         12  to the Archivist Round Table, which was founded in

         13  1979.  It represents more than 350 archivists,

         14  librarians, and record managers.  They work to

         15  educate the public about the legal, historical, and

         16  cultural value of public and private archives.  In

         17  addition, they advocate on the proper preservation

         18  of historic records, which is how I came to meet and

         19  work with them.

         20                 They were crucial to me and this

         21  Council, and I want to especially thank my

         22  colleague, Michael Nelson, for his great work at

         23  that time, in helping us to pass a strong bill to

         24  protect City documents from morally made private, as

         25  you may recall the Giuliani Papers, and inaccessible
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          2  to the public.

          3                 This is a landmark piece of

          4  legislation that has had national support, and has

          5  led the nation in terms of preservation of public

          6  records.  And so it is a great honor for me today to

          7  join my colleague, Michael Nelson, the Speaker, and

          8  my colleagues in recognizing a leading organization,

          9  the Archivist Round Table for the wonderful work

         10  that they do.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER:  If the clerk can

         13  read the Proclamation.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Council, City of

         15  New York, Proclamation:

         16                 WHEREAS:  The Council of the City of

         17  New York is proud and pleased to honor members of

         18  the Round Table of Metropolitan New York,

         19  Incorporated on the occasion of the New York

         20  Archivist Week and the Award Ceremony held October

         21  15th, 2003; and

         22                 WHEREAS:  This week runs from October

         23  12th to the 19th, which includes the Award Ceremony,

         24  the Popular Family History Fair, is the highlight of

         25  the work of the Round Table, and would not be
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          2  possible without the dedicated and tireless efforts

          3  of the Round Table members and friends, now

          4  therefore

          5                 BE IT KNOWN:  That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors the Archivist Round Table of

          7  Metropolitan New York, Incorporated, for its

          8  remarkable contribution to preservation and use of

          9  the City's Historical Records.

         10                 Signed this 24th day of October in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker, For the Entire Council; Bill Perkins,

         13  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th

         14  District, Manhattan; Michael C. Nelson, Council

         15  Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Let's take a quick

         17  picture, there you go.  Jane, we would be

         18  appreciative, if you would say a few words.  We are

         19  so grateful for your service to our City and to our

         20  Country.

         21                 JANE:  Well thank you very much, it

         22  is great to be here.  It is very good to see that

         23  the importance of the preservation of historical

         24  records is being appreciated.  I feel that we are

         25  all living in a very interesting time with documents
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          2  becoming more accessible, to them or to mortify

          3  them.  So I think the value of the uniqueness and

          4  the originality of historical records and of their

          5  unbiased preservation has never been more important.

          6    And we are very happy to be recognized for the

          7  service of that type of community to the City.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Very good.   Janet,

          9  please, our appointee to the Commission, as well.

         10  Janet, please say a few words.

         11                 JANET:  On behalf of the Round Table,

         12  it gives me great pleasure to co- accept this

         13  Proclamation.  And it was a very great honor for me

         14  to work as the Archivist Round Table representative

         15  on the campaign to get the legislation passed in

         16  response to the records of the Giuliani

         17  Administration being removed.  And I am very happy

         18  that the Council is showing this appreciation for

         19  the importance of public records in a functioning

         20  democracy.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you.  Thank

         23  you all so much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  This Stated

         25  Meeting of October 24th, please come to order.  Roll
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          2  call.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Baez.

          8                 (No response).

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Boyland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:  Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER:  Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO:  Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Espada.

         24                 (No response).

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO:  Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ:  Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS:  Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Martinez.

         10                 (No response).

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Moskowitz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Present.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:  Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Reed.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED:  Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK:  Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Present

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Serrano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO:  Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE:  Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Yassky

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:  Speaker Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Here.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Quorum is

          8  present. Council Member Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Madam Public

         10  Advocate, Mr. Speaker, and I would like to ask the

         11  House for unanimous consent to vote on today's

         12  calendar because of pressing obligation that I have

         13  to attend to.

         14                 I would like to vote aye on the

         15  Calendar and the Resolutions Calendar.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         17  Council Member Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thank you,

         19  Madam Speaker. I would also like to ask for

         20  unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use Items,

         21  General Orders, and Resolutions, I vote aye on all.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         23  Adoption of Minutes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ:  Madam

         25  Public Advocate, motion that the minutes of the
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          2  Stated Meeting of September 30th, 2003 be adopted as

          3  printed.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

          5                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          8  Communication from City, County, and Borough

          9  Offices.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  M 747 on page

         11  1 through M 768 on page 3.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Transportation.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Petitions

         14  and Communications.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Land Use

         17  Call-Ups.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         20  Communication from the Speaker.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Madam Chair, I would

         22  like to take a moment during the Communication from

         23  the Speaker here to discuss an item on the

         24  schedule.  I would like to yield to the Council

         25  Member Katz, Chair of the Land Use Committee.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Madam Public

          3  Advocate, my colleagues, today on the agenda is the

          4  landmarking of St. John's the Divine.  Many of you

          5  have been reading quite a bit about it in the

          6  newspapers, so I would like to just take a comment.

          7                 If I could have order, Madam Public

          8  Advocate?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Sorry,

         10  quiet, please.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Many of you

         12  have been reading quite a bit about it in the

         13  newspapers.  So I would just like to make a few

         14  comments on the issue.

         15                 You know there is no one probably

         16  here who does not believe the St. John's the Divine

         17  has been a landmark in New York City's history, and

         18  that is very true.  There are, however, several

         19  reasons that the Subcommittee on Landmarks and the

         20  full Committee on Land Use is recommending today, a

         21  motion to disapprove by the entire City Council.

         22                 First, Madam Public Advocate, in my

         23  opinion, landmarking designation is to preserve and

         24  protect an area from future development.  And those

         25  that fit the criteria of landmarking is truly what
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          2  should be in the landmarking application.

          3                 Today's application for landmarking

          4  is only the structure of the Church, and I want to

          5  make that clear to my colleagues.  It is only the

          6  structure of the Church, it is not the land, it is

          7  not the land on it, and it is not the land adjacent

          8  to it that many folks in this community are worried

          9  about developing. So the Landmarks Commission has

         10  approved simple the landmarkings of the Church, and

         11  that issue was whether or not the adjacent property,

         12  the Close, as we call it, should have been included

         13  in the application.  It has not been included in

         14  that application.

         15                 The other issue today, Madam Public

         16  Advocate, is the process by which this came to the

         17  New York City Council.  The Commission, the

         18  Landmarks Commission has chosen to landmark the

         19  Church and also have a restrictive covenant on the

         20  area that is next to it, a restrictive declaration.

         21  They have done this as opposed to requesting the

         22  Council to landmark the Church and the property.

         23  They chose to do it with a restrictive declaration.

         24                 There are many difference between

         25  having a restrictive declaration or having landmark
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          2  status.  Restrictive declaration will only dictate

          3  the height and the footprint of what comes next to

          4  it, where status is a landmark would have many other

          5  issues including architecture and how it fits into a

          6  neighborhood. Landmarks chose not to do that, they

          7  chose to use a restrictive declaration.

          8                 Now if the Commission thought that

          9  using the Certificate of Appropriate Process to

         10  guide future development was too uncertain, they

         11  certainly did not let the Council know.  So, we

         12  believe that the restrictive declaration is not a

         13  good enough process to make sure that this area,

         14  which we truly want to protect will be protected.

         15                 And finally, I would like to thank

         16  Councilman Perkins for the work and all the work

         17  that he has done on this.  He certainly has been a

         18  strong proponent of the disapproval.  But I would

         19  also like to make clear, that the Land Use

         20  Committee, the Subcommittee on Landmarks, the Land

         21  Use Division, Amy Levitown and Chris Collins,

         22  everyone who worked hard on this, has come to the

         23  conclusion that landmarking the Church alone would

         24  not solve the issue that this City cares so deeply

         25  about, and that is to protect the neighborhood.
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          2  This conclusion was come to by a full Committee

          3  vote, unanimous both in the Subcommittee and of the

          4  full Land Use Committee meeting.

          5                 I would like to thank Simcha Felder,

          6  the Chair of the Subcommittee, and one of the reason

          7  I would like to thank him is because I am certain as

          8  Chair of Land Use that this hearing was open, it was

          9  fair, everyone had an opportunity to display their

         10  opinion and talk about their opinion, and the

         11  Subcommittee came to a real learned decision that

         12  landmarking the Church alone would not be an

         13  appropriate designation.

         14                 The Land Use Committee has

         15  recommended to disapprove the designation.  I would

         16  also like to thank the Speaker of the Council for

         17  his guidance on this and patience as we worked

         18  through this process.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Okay, that concludes

         21  the Communication from the Speaker.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  General

         23  Discussion. Council Member Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you

         25  very much, Madam Public Advocate and Speaker.  Let
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          2  me first extend my appreciations to the Chairman of

          3  the Landmarks Subcommittee for the manner in which

          4  he has helped us get through this process, the

          5  fairness in which he has conducted the hearings, and

          6  the expeditiousness in which he has allowed those

          7  hearings to take place, such that all that had a

          8  voice on this manner were heard.

          9                 I would also like to extend my

         10  appreciations to the Chairwoman Melinda Katz of the

         11  Land Use Committee for her support and her

         12  consideration of this manner.  And of course, to the

         13  Land Use Committee, to the Land Use staff for the

         14  kind of support that they gave us on a technical and

         15  legal basis.

         16                 Let me just say this has been a very

         17  challenging matter, for me, as the representative of

         18  the area that include the Cathedral of St. John the

         19  Divine.  And I know that it has been a high profile,

         20  relatively controversial matter.  There has been a

         21  lot of concern on all sides of this matter.

         22                 However, let me just say,

         23  unequivocally, that we all love the Cathedral of St.

         24  John the Divine, and long for it to be landmarked.

         25  In this regard, we are not simply talking about the
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          2  Church, but we are also talking about what is known

          3  as the Close. And in this regard, I believe that the

          4  Landmarks Commission made a mistake, because what

          5  they did was they simply landmarked the Church and

          6  structure, what I believed was an arrangement that

          7  would expedite the development opportunities for the

          8  Cathedral with regard to the Close.  I, and so many

          9  of us, are deeply concerned about the financial

         10  difficulties that the Cathedral of St. John the

         11  Divine is experiencing.  And I, like so many others,

         12  are anxious to sit down with them to help them to

         13  work their way through this.  I believe that this

         14  approach is in violation of the Landmark procedures

         15  and practices that have made the landmarking in this

         16  City so important.  I believe that they have

         17  delegated some of their authority in this particular

         18  proposal to the Cathedral in terms of having the

         19  ultimate authority as what would be appropriate.

         20                 And let me just take another quick

         21  moment, because this is very, very, you know,

         22  complex in a way.  The Landmark Planning Commission

         23  does not have the authority to delegate that kind of

         24  responsibility to the Church or to any other entity.

         25    Nor does it have the authority to structure
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          2  development arrangements for landmark property,

          3  other than using the normal practices and procedures

          4  which would determine whether or not such

          5  development was appropriate.

          6                 What we are doing today does not

          7  prejudice the ability of the Cathedral to develop

          8  its property, we are just urging, we are just

          9  supporting the normal landmark procedures and

         10  practices that would provide for public hearings and

         11  would provide for a declaration of appropriateness

         12  in terms of what type development would be done.

         13  And again, we are hopeful that at some time, sooner

         14  than later, that the designation can be done for the

         15  Cathedral, including the Close.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         18  Member Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER:  Thank you

         20  very much.  I want to say two things, I want to

         21  thank the Chair of the Aging Committee, Council

         22  Member Baez, because the 24,000 ceiling as opposed

         23  to the 20 something thousand ceiling for the Senior

         24  Citizen Rent Increase Exemption is actually a major

         25  plus in a district like mine, and so we thank her
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          2  and we thank the State of New York for passing such

          3  legislation, and we are delighted that it is going

          4  to be retroactive for seniors.

          5                 I want to echo Council Member

          6  Perkins, I received a great many emails in my

          7  community office regarding St. John the Divine.  I

          8  respect the work that the Land Use Committee did and

          9  the Council Member for the area, as well as the

         10  Commission, the University, and the Church.  I know

         11  that there are some very challenging times for

         12  houses of worship, and also as universities try to

         13  attract the best faculty and students.  So these are

         14  not easy issues.  But I certainly agree with the

         15  Council Member whose district the Church is in.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Seeing

         18  nobody else we are going to move on.  Report of

         19  Special Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Reports of

         22  Standing Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Report of the

         24  Committee on Aging, Intro. 539.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Intro. 540.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Report of the

          7  Committee on Land Use, L.U. 508 and companion Reso.

          8  1127.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Motion to

         10  Disapprove.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  L.U. 531 and

         12  companion Reso. 1128.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Report on the

         16  Committee of Rules, Privileges and Elections, M 711

         17  and companion Reso. 1129.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  M 712 and

         21  companion Reso. 1130.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Resolution

          3  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Coupled on General

          5  Order Calendar. At this point, I would like to ask

          6  the clerk to call the roll on all items Coupled on

          7  the General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:  Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER:  Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Yes to all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO:  Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Aye on all,
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          2  especially Intro. 539 and 540, which provides much

          3  needed financial relief to seniors.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye on all,

         10  especially on Intro. 539, which provides some

         11  economic protection to our seniors.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO:  Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Yes on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ:  Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jennings.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS:  Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Aye on both, on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  Permission to

         14  explain my vote.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  I just want to

         17  indicate that in regard of the issue connected to

         18  the Cathedral, it is very important for all of us to

         19  recognize in the City that when we came with the

         20  idea of landmarked facilities it was because we

         21  respect history, it is because we want to preserve

         22  our heritage and transmit that information to our

         23  children and to our entire society.  Utilizing a

         24  mark, a landmark procedure to stroke a financial

         25  deal is reprehensible and is wrong.
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          2                 If the Church have an issue with a

          3  financial situation, they must deal with that in

          4  financial matters, not tinting and destroying what

          5  the designation of a building on the landmark is

          6  about.

          7                 I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Madam Public

         12  Advocate, I would request leave just to explain my

         13  vote.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  There is an

         16  item that we are voting for on the Calendar, which

         17  is the reappointment of Elias Arout to the Taxi and

         18  Limousine Commission, and I just want to say that

         19  Eli is a great friend, and he served very well.  And

         20  I am fully supportive of his reappointment, and it

         21  is a great thing that the Council is doing.  And I

         22  want to thank Council Member Comrie for so

         23  expeditiously moving him through the Rules

         24  Committee, and I vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Monserrate.

                                                            36

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Moskowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Aye on all,

          9  and very happily on Intros. 539 and 540.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  I want to

         12  pass, pass.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:  Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Reyna.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Aye on all,

         21  and permission to vote on the previous items.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK:  Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Serrano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO:  Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE:  Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Permission

         16  to explain my vote.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  I just want

         19  to, first, vote aye on all.  But with regard to the

         20  landmarking of the Cathedral I want to assure my

         21  colleagues that we have done the right thing in

         22  terms of protecting the integrity of the landmarking

         23  process.

         24                 At the same time, we have embraced

         25  the fact that St. John the Divine, the Church, as
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          2  well as the Close, merit landmarking.  And would

          3  urge that the Landmark Planning Commission

          4  expeditiously move to have the whole Cathedral of

          5  St. John the Divine landmarked so that it can be

          6  protected and it can be available to all New Yorkers

          7  and the world for the treasure that it is.

          8                 And at the same time, move to help

          9  St. John the Divine in its financial crisis in the

         10  appropriate manner.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED:  Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Speaker Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  All items

         21  on today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         22  vote of 44 in the affirmative, 0 in the negative,

         23  and 0 abstentions.

         24                 Introduction of Reading of Bills.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER:  All Bills are
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          2  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          3  schedule.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Discussion

          5  of Resolutions. Council Member Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.  I rise to say, urge a

          8  unanimous consent for Resolution 993.  This

          9  resolution is in support of Senate Bill 2677 and

         10  Assembly Bill 6198, which would lower the required

         11  proportion of income from one- third to one- quarter

         12  of income to be paid toward rent in order to qualify

         13  for the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption,

         14  SCRIE.

         15                 This decreasing of the proportion of

         16  income will allow more senior households to

         17  participate and widen the circle of eligibility for

         18  our elderly citizens.  Now this would affect

         19  approximately 8,000 households that could be able to

         20  apply for SCRIE, a senior citizen population who

         21  cannot afford to live.

         22                 We owe it to them, who were here

         23  before us, to have the benefits of their hard work

         24  be realized.  This resolution is one that will do

         25  that.  I urge you to vote yes on this.
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          2                 Thank you my colleagues.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

          4  Member Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  I want to call

          6  the attention to my colleagues to Reso. 1027 and

          7  Reso. 1067.  Both of these resos. Speak on the issue

          8  of the proposed closing or diminishing of services

          9  of the Veteran Hospital on 23rd Street.

         10                 Today, the Council is sending a very

         11  clear message to Washington in regard to this issue.

         12    The Veteran Administration ordered by the White

         13  House conducted a series of investigation to reduce

         14  services to veterans around the nation.  One of the

         15  proposals that they came with, what is called the

         16  Care Commission, was to closed down the 23rd Street

         17  facility in regard of a series of services that

         18  provide to veterans with different disabilities.

         19                 Today, the Council is passing these

         20  resolutions because the Veterans Administration did

         21  not conduct a process in which veterans can come in,

         22  can give opinions about this proposed closing.  On

         23  top of that, I want to announce right now that the

         24  Mayor make a letter and send it yesterday to the

         25  Veterans Administration agreeing with the Council
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          2  that closing this hospital will belittle and bad for

          3  New York City.

          4                 Please, vote aye.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Thank you,

          6  Council member. Council Member Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate, very, very quickly, ditto to

          9  the remarks by my colleague Council Member Lopez.

         10                 I could tell you that the VA Hospital

         11  in Manhattan is literally a lifeline to countless

         12  number of veterans.  For us to cut off the lifeline,

         13  this lifeline to those who were willing to sacrifice

         14  their lives would be a shame and a disgrace.  We

         15  should all call on the federal government to

         16  maintain, and upgrade, and update as needed the VA

         17  Hospital, but not to terminate it.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Seeing

         20  nobody else, should we go to pass the resolutions?

         21                 Resolution 993, all in favor?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Adopted.

         24                 Resolution 1027?

         25                 Opposed?
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          2                 Resolution 1067.

          3                 Opposed?

          4                 All resolutions are adopted.

          5                 General Discussion.  Council member,

          6  oh, sorry, Mr. Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you, Madam

          8  Public Advocate. I just want to bring to attention

          9  of my colleagues a couple of issues that are before

         10  the City at this point.  The first is the subject of

         11  the absentee landlord surcharge.  This Council has

         12  been supportive of greater property tax equity,

         13  generally.  And I think before we go and start

         14  giving people who are renting commercial properties

         15  a tax break, we ought to try and return it to single

         16  family homeowners, struggling seniors on fixed

         17  incomes, people that are really paying the bills and

         18  having a tough time, instead of trying to favor

         19  people that are renting commercial properties.  And

         20  that is why we passed the Absentee Landlord

         21  Surcharge in the first place.

         22                 This is a proposal that just moves in

         23  the right direction of bringing greater property tax

         24  equity between homeowners and commercial property

         25  owners.  People that own single family homes for
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          2  investment purposes are being taxed like single

          3  family homeowners.  That is wrong.  And I think that

          4  anybody who is serious about property tax equity

          5  should, at least, acknowledge it and acknowledge

          6  that the Council is taking a step in the right

          7  direction to address it.

          8                 That said, we found that despite the

          9  fact that this was part of the Mayor's budget plan

         10  in January, that the Absentee Landlord Surcharge was

         11  included in the budget that the Mayor released in

         12  January, the Department of Finance did not begin

         13  trying to figure out how to administer this program

         14  until about eight months later.  And what we found

         15  is, is that they have been too late, and they have

         16  not done it right.

         17                 First of all, we now discover from

         18  this experience that there are hundreds of thousands

         19  of taxpayers who are eligible for a property tax cut

         20  for the last four years, and the Department of

         21  Finance has made it almost impossible for them to

         22  actually access it.

         23                 Today, we are releasing an

         24  investigation that the City Council discovered that

         25  investigators found that 77 percent of the time you
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          2  cannot get through to the Star Hotline, and it took

          3  the average of 3.7 calls for New Yorkers to get

          4  through to the Star Hotline of the Department of

          5  Finance.  Three point seven calls that is a lot more

          6  than people have the time for, for a tax cut that

          7  they did not even know about because the Department

          8  of Finance has barely told them.

          9                 So first of all, I am glad that we

         10  now finally got the focus of this City on bringing

         11  these tax cuts and these property tax relief to

         12  taxpayers that deserve them, have deserved for

         13  years, and are not getting them now.

         14                 Secondly, we need to have the

         15  Department of Finance properly administer this tax,

         16  just as they should properly administer all taxes.

         17  They should not be billing people that are not

         18  absentee landlords, they should be billing people

         19  that are absentee landlords.  And that means doing

         20  solid, common sense things, like sending out more

         21  than one notice, breaking out the portion that is

         22  for the Absentee Landlord Surcharge, and including a

         23  check that says, I am the primary resident, this is

         24  my primary residence, so I do not have to pay this

         25  tax.  If I am renting it for a commercial purposes
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          2  and gaining and income for it, I should pay that

          3  tax, in fact, even with this tax the commercial

          4  landlords who are absentee landlords of single-

          5  family and two- family homes, will be paying

          6  significantly less than commercial landlords of

          7  multiple- family homes, quite significantly less.

          8                 So all we are saying to the

          9  Department of Finance is, administer the program

         10  properly.  You have got a lot of people there, they

         11  ought to be able to figure out a way to do it

         12  better. And they certainly should be no rush, there

         13  is no fiscal reason why we cannot delay the

         14  implementation and assessment of this tax for a

         15  couple of more months to give the Department of

         16  Finance the time to do the outreach that is

         17  necessary to make sure that they are taxing the

         18  right people.

         19                 Because that is what this is about,

         20  this process has been about always, finding greater

         21  property tax equity.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  And the simple fact

         25  remains that single- family homeowners right now are
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          2  paying the same in taxes as people who are

          3  commercially renting out single- family homes, and

          4  that does not make sense, it is not consistent with

          5  the rest of our tax code, and it is not consistent

          6  with the policy of this City to try to encourage

          7  homeownership.  And so, I hope that the Department

          8  of Finance will take the time to make sure that this

          9  is done correctly.

         10                 The second thing I wanted to bring to

         11  the attention of my colleagues and the City,

         12  generally, is the subject of our Schools Capital

         13  Report, Capital Punishment: The Decay of Our School

         14  System.

         15                 Just two days ago, the Council's

         16  Finance Division, Education Committee and myself

         17  released a report which did a needs assessment of

         18  our schools.  The simple fact that we had to put out

         19  this report to show how dramatic the lack of

         20  investment in our schools is, is a disgrace.  We

         21  have 60 percent of high schools are overcrowded in

         22  the City, 40 percent of elementary and middle

         23  schools are overcrowded in the City.  Less than 3

         24  percent of the schools in our city are classified as

         25  being in good condition.  Now do not take my word
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          2  for it, where do we get this information, from the

          3  Department of Education, from their data.  And we

          4  are going to adopt a new five- year Capital Plan at

          5  the end of this fiscal year.

          6                 And this city and this Council is

          7  going to have to ask itself a very important

          8  question, how serious are we?  How serious are we?

          9                 Because if we are serious about

         10  public education, we should stop sending kids into

         11  schools and expect them to pass Science Regent tests

         12  when they do not have Science labs.

         13                 If we are serious about public

         14  education, we should not let the Department of

         15  Education impose a Physical Education requirement,

         16  unless they are going to actually make available

         17  gymnasiums and playgrounds and places for kids to

         18  exercise.

         19                 If we are serious about public

         20  education, we should stop sending the message that

         21  we send to kids and teachers and parents of

         22  communities every single day, that we send, we allow

         23  schools that are decrepit, that are not water-

         24  tight, that do not have the seats, and do not have

         25  the tools for our kids to learn. That is the message
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          2  we send right now, every, single day.  And I would

          3  say that it is a very different message than the

          4  message you get when you walk into any successful

          5  suburban school system.

          6                 You walk into a successful suburban

          7  school system, what is the message you get?  The

          8  message you get is that those communities are

          9  serious about education.  And you know why you get

         10  that message?  You get that message because those

         11  communities are serious about education, they have

         12  actually put the money in to make sure that their

         13  kids have the music rooms, have the art rooms, have

         14  the teacher training rooms, have the Science labs,

         15  have the computers, have the books, and have the

         16  seats in a classroom, which is water- tight.  They

         17  actually put the money in to make sure that it

         18  happens.  We have not done it.  We have not done it.

         19                 In fact, the gap between where we

         20  should be and where we are is growing.  And we go

         21  along every day and act like nothing is happening

         22  here.  That is not acceptable, and when something is

         23  not acceptable, we have to not accept it.

         24                 So, this report, I think, is an

         25  important part of that process.  It is the part that
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          2  is the beginning of involving the public in public

          3  education.

          4                 I look forward to joining with all of

          5  you, my colleagues, in taking the message of this

          6  out to our constituencies, and asking them, are you

          7  serious or are you not serious about public

          8  education, because that is the choice that we face.

          9  If we are not serious, than what we are doing is

         10  great, it's fine.  But if we are serious, we have to

         11  say, we have to change, and we have to make a

         12  commitment to ensuring that every child has a seat

         13  in a building that is safe, clean, and water- tight,

         14  with access to the tools that they need to learn.

         15  That is what we have to do, and I am sure that we

         16  will do it together.

         17                 Now on a more prosaic note, I would

         18  just like to note that today, is our Majority

         19  Leader, Joel Rivera's birthday. How old are you,

         20  Joel?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I am actually

         22  getting older by the day, I am a quarter of a

         23  century old today.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Quarter of a

         25  century, my friend.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Quarter of a

          3  century old, I feel it in my bones.  Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  And yesterday was

          5  Council Member Alan Jennings' birthday.  Happy

          6  Birthday to both of you.  Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

          8  Member Sears, do you want to cast your vote?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Yes, I first

         10  say, present, and aye on all.  Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

         12    All items on today's General Order Calendar were

         13  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, 0 in the

         14  negative, and 0 abstentions.

         15                 Council Member Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.  Good afternoon, my

         18  colleagues.  I stand and I rise this afternoon to

         19  speak to you about the ballot referendums that are

         20  going to be appearing at the bottom right hand of

         21  the polling stations on November 4th.

         22                 As you know, yesterday, the Select

         23  Committee on Charter Revision and the Government

         24  Operations Committee held a joint hearing to hear

         25  testimony regarding Ballot Referendum No. 3, which
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          2  they call, Non- Partisan Elections, in which I and

          3  the Democratic Party calls, Elimination of Party

          4  Primary.

          5                 And do you know at that hearing, I

          6  brought to the attention of the Commissioners that

          7  were in attendance, and to Dr. Lenora Filani

          8  (phonetic), one of the heads of the Independence

          9  Party, that a deal was cut between Mayor Bloomberg

         10  and the Independence Party going back when he ran

         11  for Mayor that for their endorsement that he would

         12  make sure that the issue of Non- Partisan Elections

         13  were put on the ballot.  And that was confirmed

         14  yesterday by Dr. Filani at the hearing, and she said

         15  that it was not a deal, that it was a negotiated

         16  agreement.

         17                 But any time that you say for

         18  political reasons, if you endorse me that I will do

         19  X, to me and everybody else that is a political

         20  deal.  And do you know what, not only that, but it

         21  is my understanding that Mayor Bloomberg is spending

         22  millions of his dollars to try to push this down the

         23  throat of New Yorkers.  And I know that New Yorkers

         24  are too smart to go for this nonsense.

         25                 And so my colleagues, the New York
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          2  Post came out against it today.  The Daily News has

          3  an article, the New York Sun came out against it.

          4  The Conservative Party is against it.  The

          5  Republican Party is against it.  The Democratic

          6  Party is against it.  The Working Families Party is

          7  against it.  Then you may ask me, who is in favor of

          8  it?  Well the Independence Party and Mayor

          9  Bloomberg.

         10                 So I urge my colleagues to get out

         11  there and show everyone that money is not

         12  everything, that we the people will --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Time,

         14  Council member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: --  decide at

         16  the ballot booth on November 4th and vote no on the

         17  issue of Number 3.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         20  Member Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.  You may have seen or heard

         23  in the papers there is a Malaysian furor, otherwise

         24  called an Malaysian Prime Minister, who made some

         25  statements that were so repugnant, is hard to
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          2  discuss in a calm and rational way.  His resource

          3  material might have been "Mine Kompf" (phonetic), or

          4  protocols of the Elders of Zion.  And this cannot be

          5  accepted in the civilized world.

          6                 I strongly request my colleagues to

          7  speak out against this racism, surely I would, if it

          8  was against any other ethnic group, it was simply

          9  disgusting, and it affects everybody, and you cannot

         10  be part of the problem of being silent.  Just do not

         11  sit idly by my friends, because if any people are

         12  attacked, any other people can be attacked as well.

         13                 I ask you to join me in this

         14  condemnation, I will be offering a resolution

         15  against this at our next Stated Council Meeting.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         18  Member Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER:  Thank you.  I

         20  simply rise to talk about Proposed Intro. 591.  What

         21  it does, is it requires HPD to submit quarterly

         22  reports to the Mayor and the Council talking to them

         23  about the expiration date of the tax exempt status

         24  of limited profit housing companies, in other words,

         25  Mitchell- Lamas. Unfortunately, it does not stop
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          2  some of the privatization that those of us in our

          3  communities are experiencing, but it is one more

          4  step in trying to communicate to the residents of

          5  these buildings what their future is, and it gives

          6  us a little small tool in the effort to preserve

          7  homes.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

         10  Member Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.  I rise today to talk about

         13  two bills, actually that I am introducing, one is a

         14  bill pertaining to the Special Zoning District in

         15  Bay Ridge.  But the other bill I really wanted to

         16  talk about is Intro. 592, which would suspend the

         17  Parking Meter Regulations on Sundays.  As many of us

         18  have seen over the last five or six months, many of

         19  the parking meter signs have been changed from

         20  excluding Sundays to including Sundays.  And now

         21  everyone, particularly in the outer boroughs, have

         22  been subjected to having to put money into parking

         23  meters on Sundays.

         24                 For those of us who have met with

         25  this problem, we view this as an harassment by this
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          2  city, because Sunday has always been a day of

          3  worship, Sunday has always been a day of family,

          4  Sunday has always been a day of leisure for us here

          5  in the City of New York.  And to have to contend

          6  with a parking meter and the possibility of a

          7  summons by the City of New York is, I believe, an

          8  harassment that goes beyond the reasonable means.

          9  And I think that six days of parking meters is

         10  enough, and we should find another way to raise

         11  money, rather than to require people who want to be

         12  with family, who want to worship, who want to go to

         13  cultural and social activities on Sundays, not to

         14  have to worry about getting a parking ticket.

         15                 So I ask my colleagues to join me in

         16  co- sponsoring Intro. 592, which would tell the City

         17  and the DOT enough is enough, leave us alone on

         18  Sundays.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         20  very much, Madam Public Advocate.  I also would like

         21  to speak in reference to the so- called, non-

         22  partisan elections that we have heard so little

         23  about within the past couple of months.  I had the

         24  opportunity to hold about three hearings in

         25  conjunction with my colleague, Council Member Robert
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          2  Jackson, as well as the Deputy Majority Leader, Bill

          3  Perkins in reference to this very destructive

          4  proposal that is going to be on the ballot.

          5                 What has not been put and highlighted

          6  in the media is something that everybody should be

          7  concerned about.  The fact that it decreases ballot

          8  access amongst people that are not part of

          9  organizations or organizational structures.

         10                 Now people ask, how is that possible?

         11    Well, under current State election law, if you

         12  enact Non- Partisan Elections, it would

         13  automatically transfer over to the five percent

         14  needed to actually, five percent of the

         15  gubernatorial turn out, which translates to 2,700

         16  signatures that would be needed to get onto the

         17  ballot, opposed to the current system, which is 900

         18  signatures.

         19                 Now the Charter Revision Commission

         20  would have you believe that they have the power to

         21  rewrite State Election Law. Now under my

         22  understanding of the way the system works, the City

         23  Charter Revision Commission cannot rewrite State

         24  Election Law, that would have to be something done

         25  either by the State Legislature or by a State
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          2  Referendum, and that is what not is actually taking

          3  place here.

          4                 So it is of grave concern to the

          5  average person that wants to run for office, that

          6  their ballot access will be in jeopardy.  And the

          7  fact that they are sending out these mailings that

          8  show more minorities in office due to Non- Partisan

          9  Elections is ridiculous.  They fail to mention the

         10  fact, they mention Miami, the City of Miami in

         11  Florida having a Latino Elected Official because of

         12  Non- Partisan Elections.  What they fail to mention

         13  is that 80 percent of the population in Miami is of

         14  Cuban descent and Latino descent.  So like that has

         15  nothing to do with the fact that there is a minority

         16  elected.

         17                 And one last example, in Atlanta,

         18  they try to mention that Mayor Young is elected

         19  because of Non- Partisan Election.  Forget about the

         20  fact that 70 percent of the population is African-

         21  American.

         22                 It is a disgrace, it is a travesty,

         23  and if it does get enacted, it will put the City of

         24  New York Electoral System at jeopardy.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Council

          3  Member Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.  This upcoming Wednesday, on

          6  October 29th, this Council will engage one of the

          7  most pressing issues our City faces, we will launch

          8  one of the most critical and important dialogues and

          9  discussions we have had, and I refer to the hearing

         10  of our Housing Committee on the Mitchell- Lama

         11  Protection Bill introduced by our Speaker, along

         12  with myself, Council Member Brewer, Council Member

         13  Quinn, and others.  This important bill will extend

         14  critical protections to tenants facing potential

         15  buy- outs and provide critical incentives to

         16  landlords to remain within the Mitchell- Lama

         17  program.

         18                 Beyond this bill, we will be

         19  introducing and considering additional legislation

         20  covering not just Mitchell Lamas, but Section 8

         21  Housing, Article 4 Housing, other affordable

         22  housing, which will codify and provide a right- of-

         23  first- refusal to tenant associations, tenants,

         24  community groups in the City, to purchase housing in

         25  exchange for keeping it affordable and perpetuity,
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          2  so tenants who live there can continue to afford to

          3  live there.

          4                 Madam Public Advocate, if we, as a

          5  Council, find a solution to the problem of

          6  disappearing affordable housing, the disappearing

          7  Mitchell- Lamas, Section 8 to Article 4's, we will

          8  have accomplished a critical step forward in

          9  preserving our City and perpetuating it as a diverse

         10  city where people of all backgrounds, and all

         11  vocations, and all walks of life can afford to live.

         12                 If we are serious about affordable

         13  housing, we must preserve existing affordable

         14  housing.  From the financial standpoint, it cost far

         15  less to preserve than it does to create. From the

         16  humanitarian standpoint, we cannot force tenants out

         17  who have lived in and built up neighborhoods for

         18  years as a result of market or legal changes in the

         19  status of their housing.

         20                 We face no greater imperative

         21  financially, and from the humanitarian perspective,

         22  I call upon all of my colleagues in this Council and

         23  in government to join together to tackle and to

         24  overcome this critical problem.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  Seeing

          3  nobody else, we can adjourn the meeting.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 2:35 p.m.)
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