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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Welcome. And

          3  welcome to the start of the 2004 budget cycle, as if

          4  it ever ended.

          5                 Today we have only one item on the

          6  agenda, which we typically consider at the start of

          7  each budget cycle, legislation that would extend

          8  dates related to the Fiscal 2004 Preliminary Budget.

          9                 Intro. No. 341, which would give the

         10  Mayor an additional three weeks to submit the

         11  Preliminary Budget, until February 7th, which is

         12  from January 16th, which was the original date, and

         13  we would extend the other Charter dates relating to

         14  Preliminary Budget actions taken by other officials,

         15  such as the Independent Budget Office and the

         16  Borough President.

         17                 Finally, the proposed local law

         18  extends the deadline for the Council's Preliminary

         19  Budget hearings and budget response, from March 25th

         20  to April 11th. So, it's pretty much a three week

         21  across-the-board, give or take a day or two, move

         22  back.

         23                 Let me introduce my colleagues. I'm

         24  David Weprin, Chair of the Finance Committee.

         25  Starting on the far left is Margarita Lopez, from
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          2  Manhattan. Next to her is Robert Jackson. Council

          3  Member Robert Jackson from Manhattan, and next to

          4  him is Council Member Madeline Provenzano from the

          5  Bronx. Next to Council Member Provenzano is Council

          6  Member Christine Quinn from Manhattan, no name tag.

          7  Testing me. Next to Council Member Quinn is Council

          8  Member Helen Sears from Queens. Next to Helen is

          9  Council Member Dennis Gallagher from Queens. Next to

         10  him is Council Member Mike McMahon from Staten

         11  Island. Next to him is Council Member Leroy Comrie

         12  from Queens, and my immediate left is Council Member

         13  Joel Rivera, who doubles as our Majority Leader. And

         14  on our right there is Council Member Lou Fidler,

         15  from Brooklyn.

         16                 And on my immediate right is our

         17  distinguished Council to the Finance Committee, Jim

         18  Caras.

         19                 We also have Elizabeth Siegel from

         20  the Office of Management and Budget, who is

         21  available to answer any questions, and I believe Ms.

         22  Siegel has a statement as well.

         23                 Would you like to come up, Ms.

         24  Siegel.

         25                 MS. SIEGEL: Good morning. My name is
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          2  Liz Seigel, I'm here from the Office of Management

          3  and Budget, in support of Intro. 341.

          4                 This legislation would provide for an

          5  extension of the date for the Mayor's submission of

          6  the Preliminary Budget --

          7                 This legislation would provide for an

          8  extension of the date for the Mayor's submission of

          9  the Preliminary Budget, and the other

         10  Charter-mandated actions required as part of the

         11  budget process.

         12                 Specifically this legislation extends

         13  the date for submission of the Preliminary Budget to

         14  a date no later than February 7th.

         15                 Due to the current fiscal climate and

         16  due to steps that are being taken to refine the

         17  proposed November plan, and creating the Mayor's

         18  Preliminary Budget, additional time may be needed.

         19                 For these reasons, we recommend

         20  passage of this legislation.

         21                 Thank you. Do any members have any

         22  questions?

         23                 Council Member Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: In the last

         25  year's budget, we were disgustedly surprised about
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          2  submission of revenue that occurred the day that we

          3  approved the budget, and the revenue was related to

          4  two items in the millions of dollars, one item was

          5  connected to the Sanitation Department, and the

          6  other item was connected to the Ambulance Services

          7  of New York City, and in both cases, we're talking

          8  around, and around in the number of $40 million.

          9                 This piece of legislation now is

         10  giving the Mayor another extension in which he can

         11  submit information to us. I want to know if when we

         12  approve this we take in consideration not to allow

         13  what happened to us in that day of that budget,

         14  again, in connection of the same kind of legislation

         15  that the Mayor is asking.

         16                 For us to have a better handle of the

         17  budget that we had to approve, because in the

         18  particular day that we're talking about, we went

         19  through an SSI of cutting the budget because we did

         20  not have, and I remember that we was instructed to

         21  eliminate $33 million at the time because we didn't

         22  have that. Suddenly in that morning, in the same

         23  room, suddenly over $40 million appear as revenue

         24  that were not reported to us, and that information

         25  was not taken in consideration for us as the Council
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          2  to make a responsible decision in that budget last

          3  year.

          4                 Then here we are with a piece of

          5  legislation that I don't see it include or

          6  contemplate that not to be done again to us.

          7                 And I'm asking why we are approving

          8  this without negotiating that item at the same time.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes, I hear your

         10  concern, Council Member. The good news is it only

         11  affects the Preliminary Budget, it doesn't affect

         12  the final budget days, and also it gives us an

         13  additional three weeks as well.

         14                 So, basically everything is really

         15  moved back. I would be very concerned as you are, if

         16  the Mayor was given the extension but we were not.

         17                 But we have the extra three weeks as

         18  well, so from governmental point of view, I don't

         19  think it really should make that much difference,

         20  it's just the question of moving everything back

         21  three weeks, but we have the extra three weeks as

         22  well.

         23                 So it will be just as much time for

         24  us to consider everything and hear the views of the

         25  public and our constituents, because everything is
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          2  moved back three weeks.

          3                 So, because of that I'm really not

          4  that concerned.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Then what

          6  you're telling me is that we will be even on the

          7  process of getting and giving?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Correct.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Then that still

         10  doesn't address the issue that I raised. This is the

         11  third time that I raised this issue in this body,

         12  and I'm raising it again, and I will continue to

         13  raise it, because what happened last year budget in

         14  my opinion should have been unacceptable to all of

         15  us. To all of us. And I suspect that many of us were

         16  very concerned about the way that that went down.

         17  But it was no resolution to it. And to this day, I

         18  still know that 34 routes of emergency services for

         19  the ambulance services of New York City didn't need

         20  to be eliminated, and we were basically taken to

         21  awry when we eliminated that route, because the

         22  money did exist, and it was there.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Well, I think Ms.

         24  Siegel will convey that message to the Mayor and to

         25  the Director of the Budget. But that's a separate
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          2  issue, and that really is not affected by the

          3  extending of the three weeks. Basically we have the

          4  same three weeks that the Mayor does. But it's duly

          5  noted. And it's a legitimate concern. Any other

          6  members?

          7                 Okay, then we're going to call for a

          8  vote on Intro. No. 341.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 11 in the

          8  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          9  abstentions, the item is adopted. Council Members,

         10  please sign the Committee report.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I'll hold the

         13  roll open for those members that still would like to

         14  vote for a reasonable period of time. And I want to

         15  thank all our members for making our quorum so easy

         16  this morning, and it's a good start for the new year

         17  and I hope it will continue for future meetings as

         18  well.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 8th day of January 2003.
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