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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Good morning,

          3  everyone. And I would like to thank everyone for

          4  being here and for staying. I know everyone was

          5  coming and going this morning, taking care of

          6  business. And just so the audience knows, there are

          7  several other meetings going on at the same time,

          8  which is why the Council members are going in and

          9  out. So, please excuse anyone's behavior on that.

         10                 I would like to thank Annabel Palma

         11  for being the first one here this morning, on time.

         12  We appreciate it.

         13                 We have a very light agenda today,

         14  but I would like to take prerogative as the Chair to

         15  first call upon Council Member Moskowitz to make a

         16  request to the Committee.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Good

         18  morning, and thank you, Madam Chair.

         19                 I would like to request of you and

         20  members of the Committee that the matter of Le

         21  Bilboquet be laid over so that additional evidence

         22  on both sides of this issue can be brought to bear

         23  and so that the Committee can consider that evidence

         24  as well.

         25                 I, unfortunately, was not able to
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          2  attend the meeting, and there were also some

          3  community board members who were not able to attend.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just so everyone is

          5  clear, the Subcommittee voted on this issue on

          6  Tuesday. We voted for the sidewalk cafe. It was

          7  Councilman Avella's committee, it was a six to zero

          8  vote.

          9                 However, the Council member had

         10  requested we postpone the vote. Since it's out of

         11  the Subcommittee and it is now in the entire

         12  Committee, we are going to postpone, I'm going to

         13  postpone that vote until next Wednesday at 9:30. So,

         14  it's clear to everyone and everyone on the Council

         15  knows this, it is really common practice when a

         16  member requests that we postpone a committee, that

         17  we do that just in deference to the local Council

         18  member, and after discussions with the Speaker

         19  regarding this topic, I also have agreed to postpone

         20  the vote and we thank you, Council Member Moskowitz,

         21  for coming in.

         22                 One other issue, if you have other

         23  testimony that you would like to put in, on either

         24  side of this issue. We are not going to take oral

         25  testimony on it. The Committee, in the Subcommittee
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          2  on Tuesday, took hours of oral testimony on this

          3  topic. I request that any testimony you have be in

          4  written form, and it comes to my office and Council

          5  Member Avella's office and the Land Use Committee by

          6  Monday at 5:00 p.m. Monday by the end of work 5:00

          7  p.m. If there's any testimony that anybody would

          8  like to add in written form by Monday at 5:00. I

          9  appreciate everyone's indulgence, and we will go

         10  through the agenda.

         11                 The Intro. No. 403-A. 20055033 LLY.

         12  This is the demolition and neglect bill. It is

         13  Council Member Avella's bill. It requires civil

         14  penalties against those that allow their landmarks

         15  to go into disarray.

         16                 Billboards Intro. No. 423 is laid

         17  over.

         18                 LU No. 286 is laid over, and LU No.

         19  287 is laid over. That is the project in Council

         20  Member Perkin's district that was laid over by the

         21  Subcommittee, and also LU No. 288.

         22                 LU No. 282. We have motion to

         23  approve. It is a cafe in Council Member Moskowitz's

         24  district for a sidewalk cafe. It is Nello's.

         25  20045643 TCM. And we are laying over LU No. 283,
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          2  20055061 TCM at the request of the member. It is Le

          3  Bilboquet. And any discussion?

          4                 Council Member Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          6  Chair Katz.

          7                 I just wanted to say a couple of

          8  brief words about the legislation that is before the

          9  Committee this morning.

         10                 First of all, let me express my

         11  appreciation to Chair Simcha Felder for his support

         12  and speedy, very speedy putting this item on the

         13  agenda. It was only introduced in June and we got it

         14  on the agenda in September. We had a second hearing

         15  yesterday, the Committee approved it.

         16                 This is an extremely important piece

         17  of legislation to strengthen the existing Landmarks

         18  Preservation Law.

         19                 As many of us have had, and I've had

         20  a personal experience even before I was elected,

         21  with the RKO Keets Theater in Downtown Flushing, we

         22  have a small number of property owners in the City

         23  of New York who may own landmark structures who, I

         24  guess they despise the fact that they have a

         25  landmark structure and as a way of getting around
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          2  the Landmarks Law, will just allow the building to

          3  in effect be demolished by simple neglect.

          4                 And the existing enforcement powers

          5  that the Preservation Commission had were just not

          6  enough. They were just like a slap on the wrist to

          7  prevent this from happening.

          8                 This legislation fills that gap,

          9  fills that hole, gives Landmarks Preservation

         10  Commission more enforcement powers and the ability

         11  to sue civilly.

         12                 And I appreciate everybody's support.

         13  I appreciate the Chair today and all my Committee

         14  members and the Land Use Division for working very

         15  hard on this bill with me, and the Administration

         16  and the landmarks Commission as well for their

         17  support.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         20                 I also would like to really

         21  congratulate Chair Avella and also Chair Felder.

         22  They had very difficult hearings this week and both

         23  ran the Committee very well. So, I want to thank

         24  them for that.

         25                 Anybody else?
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          2                 Call the roll, please.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on the two

          5  items we're voting on today.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 May I explain my vote?

         10                 I just want to, Madam Chair, I just

         11  want to take a moment to commend Council Member

         12  Avella on his bill. I think it's a very important

         13  bill, and I want to also join you in commending our

         14  Chairman of the Landmarks Committee for the

         15  outstanding hearing we had yesterday, and the

         16  expeditious manner which this bill was passed and

         17  the professional way in which that that very, very

         18  challenging hearing was conducted.

         19                 I would hope, however, that never

         20  again do we allow ourselves to get caught in such a

         21  space when we're having such a hearing with that

         22  community, because it's clear that that is a

         23  community that is very, very involved in these

         24  issues, and comes out in the hundreds, and we are

         25  fortunate that we avoided some of the more awkward
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          2  moments, but we're very fortunate that we had good

          3  testimony and some good participation from the

          4  community.

          5                 So, again, I wanted to commend Avella

          6  and Simcha for the bill and for the hearing.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on both.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Just briefly

         22  to explain my vote, Madam Chairwoman?

         23                 I also want to commend Council Member

         24  Avella and Felder for the passage of this bill. I

         25  had in my own district the story of the New Brighton
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          2  Village Hall, which was really a textbook case of a

          3  property that was left to be neglected, and a clear

          4  intent of the owners was to neglect it for so long

          5  that it would become unsafe and have to be torn down

          6  in the hopes of developing it in a different

          7  fashion.

          8                 So, this is a bill that is very much

          9  needed, and I think we're proud to be sponsors of

         10  the bill, and it's good legislation, and it's always

         11  good to see the Council putting out, putting forth

         12  good legislation, and we thank you for that, and I

         13  proudly vote aye on both.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you, Council

         17  Member. We appreciate it.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on both.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         22  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote aye on

         25  both items, and I would like to echo the sentiments
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          2  of my colleagues in commending Council Member Avella

          3  for his legislation, and Chair Felder in how he

          4  handled yesterday's hearing.

          5                 I just want to say that, I think it's

          6  ironic that we're passing this bill and that the

          7  City of New York has ownership of certain buildings

          8  in my district, the Forum Colony Historic District,

          9  landmarked buildings, and they've allowed these

         10  buildings to just sit and rot and decay for 30

         11  years, and so as we are making sure that private

         12  property owners live up to their commitments, I

         13  think we should remind the City of New York that it

         14  has an obligation and in certain communities it has

         15  stood by and watched buildings die. Again, I vote

         16  aye.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: And we echo those

         18  sentiments, as well, Council member.

         19                 Councilman Felder I believe is in the

         20  Chamber.

         21                 I'm going to adjourn the meeting and

         22  leave the vote open for 15 minutes. Thank you. And

         23  thank you for everyone's patience today.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Lanza.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on the

          7  Committee on Land Use stands at 16 in the

          8  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          9  abstentions.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 11:05 a.m.)
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