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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Good morning

          3  ladies and gentlemen.

          4                 My name is Joel Rivera, I am the new

          5  Chair of the Health Committee, and very proud to

          6  serve in this capacity.

          7                 I just want to say good morning, and

          8  welcome to everyone.

          9                 Today the Committee will conduct an

         10  organizational meeting.  This meeting is an

         11  important first step toward developing an agenda for

         12  the Health Committee that comprehensively addresses

         13  the health issues affecting all New Yorkers and all

         14  the people of our districts.

         15                 The Heath Committee has oversight

         16  jurisdiction over the New York City Department of

         17  Heath and Mental Hygiene, the New York City Health

         18  and Hospitals Corporations, Office of the Chief

         19  Medical Examiner, and health- related Emergency

         20  Medical Services issues, such as medical care

         21  provided on ambulances.

         22                 With the oversight jurisdiction comes

         23  an important responsibility.  The responsibility of

         24  ensuring that the health needs of New Yorkers are

         25  adequately addressed.
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          2                 In the past, the Health Committee has

          3  held numerous hearings on a variety of important

          4  public health issues affecting New Yorkers.

          5                 For example, this Committee has held

          6  oversight on the following topics:  Addressing

          7  immigrant access to health care, emergency

          8  preparedness, pest control, nutrition in the

          9  schools, and air quality after the World Trade

         10  Center attacks on 9/11.

         11                 In addition, the Health Committee has

         12  passed legislation that has been extremely important

         13  to improving health and health care access for New

         14  Yorkers, including the Health Care Security Act,

         15  which increases access to health care to certain

         16  grocery employees, Child Fatality Review Advisory

         17  Team, which creates a Board that reviews certain

         18  preventable child fatalities and develops

         19  recommendations for reducing such deaths,

         20  Prescription Drug Discount Program, which allows all

         21  New Yorkers regardless of age, income, immigration

         22  status or health insurance coverage status to buy

         23  prescription drugs at reduced prices at

         24  participating pharmacies, a Boarding Kennel Law that

         25  requires dog owners to submit proof of vaccinations
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          2  before boarding their pets in a kennel, and

          3  Emergency Contraception Law that makes emergency

          4  contraception available at all STD clinics, a School

          5  Nurse Law that requires the Department of Health and

          6  Mental Hygiene to provide at least one full- time

          7  nurse to every public and private elementary school

          8  that has at least 200 students, submits a written

          9  request for a nurse, and maintains an appropriate

         10  medical room.

         11                 Baring this strong history in mind, I

         12  would like to know open the floor to my colleagues

         13  to hear about the topics, investigations, and health

         14  related issues of concern that they believe the

         15  Health Committee should focus on in this legislative

         16  session.

         17                 I want to thank my colleagues Rosie

         18  Mendez, Inez Dickens, Kendall Stewart, Maria Baez,

         19  and of course, our counsel to the Committee, and our

         20  whole entire Health Committee team that will be here

         21  and have my back, and of course, Miguel Martinez, he

         22  is all the way far to the right over here.  I do not

         23  know why he wants to be by himself, but for coming

         24  down here today for the organizational meeting.

         25                 We have a lot of work to do.  I think
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          2  with the former Chair, Christine Quinn, who is now

          3  our Speaker, she did a phenomenal job.  I am humbled

          4  and pleased to be able to follow in her footsteps,

          5  and to work with all my colleagues here to really

          6  address the health care issues within our City.

          7                 So, I will open it up to my

          8  colleagues if they have any questions, and then we

          9  will open it up to the floor.

         10                 Yes, Miguel.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Well Mr.

         12  Chair, I want to start by congratulating you on your

         13  appointment to this important committee, and as you

         14  know, this is a committee that under former chair

         15  and now Speaker Quinn, addressed many of the issues

         16  of concern to our community from the health

         17  disparity to the access to health facilities in our

         18  community.

         19                 One of the items that I am definitely

         20  interested in looking at is the Health and Hospital

         21  Corporation and communities such as mine that does

         22  not have the benefit to have a public hospital.  On

         23  the contrary, we have a private hospital and the

         24  disparity that sometimes we see in issues of

         25  patients that go into the emergency room, and
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          2  sometimes not receiving the proper care because they

          3  do not have health insurance or the delay in those

          4  individuals receiving health care when calling 911,

          5  rather than going to the nearest hospital, having to

          6  drive several miles down where they could find a

          7  public hospital is one of the issues that I am

          8  definitely interested in addressing and looking at

          9  what is going on there.

         10                 Obviously, the growing rate of asthma

         11  in our communities and tuberculosis amongst our

         12  children, which we have a crisis right now, so

         13  tuberculosis and diabetes are two major issues

         14  concerning our children, and I look forward to

         15  working with you in this Committee and addressing

         16  many of the important health issues that our

         17  communities face.

         18                 Congratulations again.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.

         20                 Ms. Dickens.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS:

         22  Congratulations on your appointment, but to really

         23  join in with Council Member Martinez, obesity in

         24  youth results in the adult onset of diabetes in

         25  children from the age of six and up, and also it
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          2  leads to them having hypertension, which leads to

          3  early stroke.  We should target not only the obesity

          4  to teach the children healthy needs in school, we

          5  need to have programs that educate the parents so

          6  that at home a preventive, medication preventive

          7  prescription care, health care, rather than reactive

          8  health care would prevent diabetes in our children.

          9                 In addition, in our communities we

         10  have a very high infant mortality rate from a lot of

         11  different heath related things.              As far

         12  as asthma, we need to have educational programs

         13  available to the parents to teach them some of the

         14  things that can be done at home that will prevent

         15  the onset of asthma attacks.

         16                 Of course, AIDS and the related care

         17  is extremely high in all of our communities.

         18                 Thank you so much, and

         19  congratulations again.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.

         21                 Any one else?

         22                 Council Member Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you,

         24  Mr. Chair, and let me add my voice to those who are

         25  congratulating you on becoming Chair of the
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          2  Committee.  I am really excited about it, and really

          3  looking forward to working with you on a lot of

          4  issues that we have always shared in common.

          5                 I wanted to ask that this Committee

          6  really look at this HIV/AIDS epidemic in our City.

          7  Recent reports have shown that black woman, in

          8  particular, are nine times as likely to die from

          9  AIDS, as their white, female counterparts.

         10                 I would also like to look at it

         11  looking at what the Department of Health has done in

         12  terms of distribution of funds to community- based

         13  organizations.

         14                 Time and time I am hearing from the

         15  organizations, particularly within communities of

         16  color, that strategies have been developed through

         17  the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene that

         18  have diverted funds from their mission, which has

         19  really restricted them and tied their hands with

         20  doing the type of culturally sensitive, culturally-

         21  appropriate outreach and education that can help to

         22  stem this tide.

         23                 So, I would really like us to focus

         24  in on this because we are really talking life and

         25  death here.
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          2                 We know that education leads to

          3  prevention, and then for those who have contracted

          4  HIV, what is the treatment?

          5                 Why are people dying at this stage

          6  when there is treatment available to prolong life in

          7  the way that many of other diseases, people are

          8  medically treated in order to prolong life. What is

          9  it within these communities that these woman are

         10  dying alone, then adding to the foster care issues

         11  that we have.

         12                 So I would really like it if we could

         13  focus on that.

         14                 Then of course, the issue of infant

         15  mortality.  I know something you have closely been

         16  monitoring and are very acquainted with.  We are in

         17  the 21st Century, I just do not understand why we

         18  have not effectively and efficiently come up with

         19  strategies for helping young mothers, immigrant

         20  mothers to care for themselves in a way which their

         21  children will be born healthy in our society.  This

         22  is an outrage that in the United States of America

         23  we have such high infant mortality rates within our

         24  communities.  We should all be very, very concerned

         25  about that. And beyond concerned, sort of outraged
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          2  because we have the ability, the skills- it is about

          3  how we marshal and collaborate with those on the

          4  ground who understand how to reach these populations

          5  that are not your typical or status quo populations.

          6                 Those are two areas, and I think I

          7  agree with the other areas that my colleagues have

          8  talked about, and if we could also do an overall

          9  look at heath care disparities.

         10                 Why is it that in communities of

         11  color we see such a wide disparity in health care

         12  services, and we do not see indices that indicate

         13  that the trend is getting better?

         14                 So those are three areas that I would

         15  like to, sort of, bring to the attention and

         16  highlight.

         17                 Again, thank you and congratulate you

         18  on being Chair of the Health Committee.  I look

         19  forward to working with you.  I have served on this

         20  Committee before, under the former Chairperson, now

         21  Speaker.  But I really look forward to working with

         22  you, Mr. Chair.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Mendez, and then

          3  Council Member Stewart, and then Maria.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ:  Thank you,

          5  Mr. Chair and Majority Leader.  It is a pleasure to

          6  be sitting on this committee.

          7                 Some of the issues I want to raise, I

          8  think my colleagues already raised them but just to

          9  add to the AIDS/HIV epidemic, the percentage of

         10  people of color getting the disease has risen while

         11  it has gone down in the white community.  It is a

         12  cultural problem.  It is also funding problems that

         13  are not getting into the communities that most need

         14  it to educate because I am also seeing a trend now

         15  where our young kids in high school and college are

         16  contracting AIDS.

         17                 I want to bring up an issue, is the

         18  closing of all these public hospitals.  It is going

         19  to have an impact on our public hospitals here, as

         20  all these private hospitals are closing throughout

         21  the City, and what that means for services and

         22  overburdening the public system.  Clinics, there is

         23  a lot of pediatric clinics that have closed in my

         24  district, though we need it, because of funding and

         25  budget cuts, and crystal meth and how that ties into
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          2  HIV/AIDS asthma and the high rate of asthma,

          3  particularly in communities of color, and I will

          4  leave it at that for now.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  Thank you,

          9  Mr. Chair, and I would like to congratulate you on

         10  becoming the Chair of this committee.

         11                 This is a committee I have been on

         12  every since I got on the Council, and I cherish

         13  being here, and so, I am going to be right up there

         14  with you making sure that we deal with the issues.

         15                 Today, as we talk about the

         16  organizational, getting together, or putting issues

         17  together in terms of what are we going to talk

         18  about, I would like to see that we deal with the

         19  health disparities and a comparison with the

         20  immigration areas, the high concentration of

         21  immigrants in certain areas, and the health

         22  disparity as compared to other areas, in terms of

         23  service, and in terms of what has been provided in

         24  terms of funding.

         25                 I would also like us to look at
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          2  diabetes, the epicenters that we have.  We have

          3  certain areas that are really spiking with diabetes,

          4  and I need not tell you of the problems that

          5  diabetes carry- goes along with- and we need to look

          6  at that because there are a number of ancillary

          7  things that goes along, and we need to know that at

          8  least that we can reach these people, either by

          9  providing organizations that do the service,

         10  providing them some form of entry level, like a bus,

         11  going in there, taking care of these people, because

         12  most of the time, sometimes, they do not go to the

         13  hospitals, they do not go out, and unless something

         14  really critical happens, they might not even know

         15  that they are diabetic.

         16                 So, we would like to work with,

         17  maybe, the New York College of Podiatric Medicine,

         18  having them go out and do services, just like how

         19  the dentists go out, New York dentists, who goes out

         20  and does services in different areas.  We would like

         21  to see that happen so that, at least, we can reduce

         22  the- and detect these diabetics earlier.

         23                 I would also like to see the problems

         24  that we have in terms of shortage of personnel in

         25  hospitals and different places.  I would like to see
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          2  us deal with that shortage, find out how we can help

          3  in terms of correcting that shortage, in terms of

          4  starting with entry level programs, for example, CNA

          5  and phlebotomists and home health aids and all of

          6  those.  I do not think we have centers or places

          7  adequate enough to train these folks at the entry

          8  level, just at the entry level, to at least give

          9  them a start so that they become nurses and all of

         10  that.  And that is what happens today, we have folks

         11  who may start out as an aid, and as they start

         12  working they eventually go to college and become

         13  nurses, but we do not have- there is too much of a

         14  big shortage right now.  So we need to, at least,

         15  see if we can establish programs to start these

         16  folks, and maybe we can collaborate with the long-

         17  term unemployment folks to make sure that at least

         18  something like that starts and we can correct this

         19  problem because it is bad now, could you imagine

         20  five or ten years from now if we do not do something

         21  about that.

         22                 That is basically what I have to say.

         23                 Once again, I want to thank you for

         24  giving me this opportunity to speak as the new

         25  Chair, and I will be working closely with you to
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          2  make sure that we address these issues.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Thank you, Mr.

          7  Chair.

          8                 I would also like to congratulate

          9  you, and certainly, it is an honor for me to serve

         10  as a member of this Committee on so many important

         11  health issues that effect the entire City.

         12                 However at this time, I would like

         13  for the Committee to do some research regarding the

         14  transfer of health benefits from state to city.  It

         15  has been brought to my attention that if someone

         16  transfers from state to city, there is a 90- day

         17  period that you have to wait in order to receive

         18  benefits.  These are individuals, they are diabetic,

         19  have cancer, HIV, that need medical attention. I

         20  think it is an unfair process, and if this is so, we

         21  need to introduce something that would eliminate

         22  this practice.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  I think we

         24  definitely can, and with your capacity of Chair of

         25  the State on Federal Leg. And my capacity as the

                                                            16

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  Chair of Health, we could probably collaborate on

          3  something of that nature.  Because if it is a City

          4  issue and State issue combined, it may take a state

          5  resolution or something so we can try to get that

          6  done together.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Okay, and I

          8  just- it is very important to me, but if my

          9  committee could get together with the staff on your

         10  committee, and try to do something because there are

         11  so many individuals that are now coming forward

         12  because it is affecting them and their families

         13  because we are not talking about just one individual

         14  but there family members, their children, their

         15  spouses, their domestic partners, and I think we

         16  really need to address this issues as soon as

         17  possible.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Martinez, and then

         21  Council Member Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Thank you,

         23  Mr. Chair.

         24                 I just was reminded, in terms of when

         25  Council Member Baez brings up the issue of
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          2  collaboration with this Committee, I also want to

          3  take advantage of the fact that I know have the

          4  honor of sharing the Fire and Criminal Justice

          5  Committee.

          6                 As you know, we have oversight over

          7  the EMT's, and jurisdiction goes as far as the

          8  transport, but not as to what happens inside the

          9  ambulances, and one of our colleagues, the last

         10  year, took on an important issues of how do we

         11  provide care for those individuals that are

         12  overweight and the equipment and how they are taken

         13  care of inside the ambulance.

         14                 At one point, I would also like to

         15  have a meeting with the staff of this Committee to

         16  see how we could jointly have a hearing on that, on

         17  how could we better improve the medical services

         18  inside the transportation, or the ambulance, once we

         19  have an individual that is being transported to one

         20  of our local hospitals.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Sounds like a

         22  plan.

         23                 Council Member Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  By the way,

         25  it used to be Council Member Clarke's committee, so
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          2  now I have it here.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  And I am

          4  still a member of that committee, so I will be right

          5  there with you, Council Member.

          6                 I just wanted to also bring to our

          7  attention, and I think everyone, this affects

          8  everyone, particularly our seniors, is the Medicare

          9  Part D issue with the Federal Government.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  It is a total

         12  disaster, and we have to come up with the means

         13  here, at the local level, to address that, to

         14  educate our seniors.  They are now in a position to

         15  be taken advantage of by pharmacists, by so- called

         16  practitioners, it has become a new industry to help

         17  people navigate their prescriptions under the

         18  Medicaid Part D program, and this is happening as we

         19  speak.  So I would hope that, perhaps, Federal and

         20  State Leg. And Health will come together so that we

         21  can address this right away because there are so

         22  many New Yorkers that are being adversely impacted.

         23  We know these prescriptions are a life line for our

         24  people.  Going a week or even two days for some

         25  people could mean the difference between life and
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          2  death.  We really need to send a strong signal and

          3  look at what we have as a safety net, or can create,

          4  as a safety net, to be able to address this for our

          5  folks in the City.

          6                 I also wanted to bring to your

          7  attention that I now share the Contracts Committee,

          8  Mr. Chair, and a lot of the services that we are

          9  talking about through the Department of Health, in

         10  terms of community- based organizations or services

         11  that are contracted out.

         12                 So, I would love to have our

         13  Committees have some conversations about what

         14  exactly is happening with respect to contracts that

         15  go to community- based organizations funding for the

         16  type of education and outreach that we have talked

         17  about in all of these areas.

         18                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  We are going to

         20  have a lot of collaboration for the Committee's I

         21  can see.  That is a good thing. This means we are

         22  going to get a lot of work done.

         23                 We have been joined by Council Member

         24  McMahon, and we have been joined by Council Member

         25  Foster.
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          2                 Is there anyone else that wants to

          3  share a few words?

          4                 Anyone from the public?

          5                 Oh yes, Council Member McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Mr.

          7  Chairman, allow me to join my voice to the chorus of

          8  those who congratulated you to assuming the

          9  Chairpersonship of this very important City Council

         10  committee.  We all look forward to working with you.

         11                 I have two topics I just wanted to

         12  mention.

         13                 I know that the briefing paper

         14  mentions that the school nurse legislation which the

         15  council passed, and I know that

         16  staff is aware that there is a problem because now

         17  it seems that the Department of Health, and somehow,

         18  the with the Department of Education is now going

         19  back into the public schools actually, which have

         20  had two nurses, one DOH, and one DOE, and are taking

         21  nurses out of the schools, and it is complicated

         22  because the DOE nurse is supposed to be there under

         23  Federal law with the Individual Assessment Programs

         24  for children, so I know that is something that we

         25  have to look at, and I would like to get that as a
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          2  topic for a future hearing, or for the staff to look

          3  at.

          4                 Then, certainly Staten Island has,

          5  and I know the rest of the City has, is currently an

          6  access to quality health care crisis in when I was

          7  younger many years ago, not that many.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Just a few.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Just a few,

         10  Staten Island had five hospitals.  We now have two,

         11  and one is in bankruptcy because it is part of the

         12  Catholic Medical Health Care System, and it is one

         13  of those hospitals in bankruptcy, and I know that

         14  there is -- and it is up for sale, St. Vincent's in

         15  Staten Island, and I know that there is, I think,

         16  one in Brooklyn and two in Queens that are facing

         17  the same fate, and at the same time, we do not have

         18  any HHC facility on Staten Island, other than a

         19  senior citizen home.

         20                 So, I just sort of -- and I know, and

         21  actually I just found out that this Friday night the

         22  State Berger Commission, which is a commission on

         23  restructuring of hospitals, which kind of ties in,

         24  and I believe that Speaker made an announcement that

         25  she was going to set up, sort of, a similar panel on
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          2  the city level, so if we could make that a focus of

          3  a Committee hearing as well, sort of, the

          4  restructuring of the health care industry and how it

          5  effects people because first of all, people have to

          6  have health insurance, but even when they do, if the

          7  nearest doctor is not accessible by public

          8  transportation and you cannot get to a hospital in

          9  your community, what HAC says to Staten

         10  Islanders,`if you want to go to a City hospital, go

         11  to Coney Island Hospital.'  Well, to get to from

         12  Staten Island to Coney Island, I mean, you have to

         13  go through three boroughs and I am sure that- I know

         14  the Staten Island experience personally but I know

         15  it is a problem throughout the City, so I would ask

         16  that we look at that as well, and that is it.

         17                 And if I missed it, did you introduce

         18  the staff of the Committee?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Yes, I did.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  You did,

         21  would you mind doing it again?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Okay, I actually

         23  do not know everybody's name so, we will have the

         24  staff introduce themselves.

         25                 I introduced the staff in its
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          2  entirety earlier so.

          3                 Here we go, okay we have Ann Thomas

          4  as the Counsel, we have Bikku --.

          5                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  He is not

          6  here.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  He was formally

          8  with me in the State and Federal Leg.  We have Luisa

          9  Sanchez right there.  We have Rocco D'Angelo, we

         10  have Seth Gladstone, there we go, and Matt Burgess

         11  from my staff, and then Angel Autofred (phonetic) is

         12  from my staff as well, and then that is it.  That is

         13  the team.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Thank you,

         15  Mr. Chairman.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS:  Pardon me,

         17  Mr. Chair, but as part of that restructuring, I

         18  think that we need to look at the Medicaid and

         19  Medicare, and private insurance coverage of very

         20  important required testing due to the increased

         21  percentage of breast cancer in both men and woman.

         22                 A lot of times, woman and men who

         23  have coverage but because there was a problem

         24  looking at whatever test results was originally

         25  done, they are not eligible to get a second test
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          2  within a certain period of time where it is paid for

          3  fully, and we need to really look into that

          4  situation because diagnostic testing can be

          5  preventive in many cases, and is cheaper if it is

          6  paid for, than to subsequently deal with the health

          7  problem.

          8                 So I wish that we would look into

          9  that as part of restructuring.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  We will.  We

         12  also have been joined by Council Member Sears, who

         13  is the new chair of the Hospital Closing Task Force,

         14  and will be talking about a lot of the issues in

         15  Brooklyn, in Queens, and the necessity for public

         16  hospitals within every single borough in our

         17  communities.

         18                 I want to thank her for being here as

         19  well.

         20                 We have a very important role to play

         21  within the next couple of months to discuss all

         22  these big issues, and I know Council Member Foster

         23  has a quick question or statement.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Good morning,

         25  sorry for being late.  I was actually here on time
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          2  but had some wardrobe malfunction that Yvette

          3  brought to my attention, and I immediately took care

          4  of it because I am far too vain to come out the way

          5  I looked but I do not know if this has been

          6  discussed.

          7                 I have sent my form back in but areas

          8  of concern, and I am happy to see so many of us from

          9  the Bronx on the Committee, is the rise in HIV and

         10  AIDs of woman of color, the disparity of access to

         11  health care across the board of people of color,

         12  especially in the Bronx, and I am preaching to

         13  myself the issue of obesity and dealing with that,

         14  and looking into- as we look into insurances,

         15  looking into how we can make sure more

         16  Medicaid/Medicare, whatever, covers gastric bypass

         17  because I know a few people who have had it

         18  personally, and it has literally saved their lives,

         19  and in our communities we know we are dealing with

         20  obesity that brings on diabetes, high blood

         21  pressure, all those things, and the last thing

         22  because you told me quick, I think it would be

         23  interesting, and I do not know if we would do it as

         24  a joint hearing but maybe just a joint project, is

         25  pulling Health and the Parks Committee together, and
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          2  looking at ways that now the weather, well it is

          3  supposed to get colder but, once the weather gets

          4  nicer, things that we can do for our constituents at

          5  all levels in terms of age and physical, and getting

          6  them out if it is just walking, if it is- you know I

          7  know down in Chianatown, I was going to say Tai Chi

          8  but anything that will get us moving more, and I

          9  say`us' because I am part of that.  I am not

         10  pointing the finger there.

         11                 So, those would be my

         12  recommendations.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Okay, I think

         14  that everything that the council members have

         15  stated, and we have been joined by Council Member

         16  Arroyo, is extremely important.

         17                 I think we have a large amount of

         18  concerns in terms of preventing diseases and

         19  education campaigns that need to be done with our

         20  youth and with our parents, and I think that we are

         21  going to be able to successfully do that.  I know

         22  the staff is going to be here to provide us with all

         23  the important information and statistical data, so

         24  we can really put forward a very good agenda, and I

         25  know that Council Member Sears wants to mention a
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          2  few words, so she now has the floor.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Before I

          4  mention the Task Force of Councilman McMahon, and

          5  because I was late, did anybody bring up the issue

          6  of the DNA, the new lab we are having, and perhaps

          7  we should have a hearing on that?  You may have

          8  discussed that already, if so--.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  No we have not.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  You have not,

         11  okay.

         12                 From, I do not know how long it has

         13  been taking but we are having a state- of- the- art

         14  DNA lab, we do not know what the status of that is?

         15  But it certainly is something that is worthy of a

         16  hearing because that was supposed to advance the

         17  latest technology, and to advance cases, the rape

         18  cases, and not having the evidence just decay

         19  because they were taking so long to do that.  That

         20  is a very critical issue, and I think warrants a

         21  solid hearing as to how that lab is equipped, when

         22  will it be completed, how many cases do they expect

         23  to handle that the City was not able to handle

         24  before because this certainly will prevent the

         25  backlog, and since rape has really been an issue in
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          2  this City, and one of the most offensive to woman,

          3  besides domestic violence, that I think between the

          4  DA's, the police commissioner, and the medical

          5  examiner, you would have a very healthy hearing.

          6                 So I would suggest that as one that

          7  we- that the Health Committee did not have because

          8  the agenda was so full in the previous term, so that

          9  perhaps the Chair might consider.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  No, we should

         11  definitely have a joint hearing also on public

         12  safety because I know I have heard of cases where,

         13  unfortunately, rape victims when they go to the

         14  hospital, some of the rape kits get mishandled

         15  improperly, and that is a major concern also with

         16  the prosecution of the person who was the attacker.

         17                 So I think we do have to have a joint

         18  hearing, and have an education hearing on that too.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Good, that

         20  would be very good.  Thank you.

         21                 I just want to make a comment on the

         22  Task Force that we talked about.  The direction of

         23  this Committee is too, basically, the difference

         24  between the Berger Commission, which by the way, is

         25  having a hearing Tuesday, March 7th, and the Speaker
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          2  in the caucus yesterday had really urged everybody

          3  to attend that.  It is in Brooklyn, it is on Avenue

          4  L, we can all find out but apparently it is in a

          5  very remote spot.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  And just to

          7  add to that if I could Councilwoman Sears, they are

          8  doing there Staten Island hearing Friday night at 7

          9  o'clock, 6 o'clock, but I mean so for people who

         10  observe the Jewish holiday, they cannot go, and it

         11  is the Friday before a three- day weekend, or a week

         12  off if you have kids, everybody is leaving town, and

         13  I only heard about it this morning because one of

         14  the doctors told me.  I have not even been notified

         15  in my office, so I mean, it is- yes if you do not

         16  want people to come, that is when you schedule a

         17  hearing, the Friday of a three- day weekend.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Well, they

         19  certainly  have the evidence of that, and perhaps

         20  this Committee Chair might send a letter to the

         21  Berger Commission just expressing the fact that the

         22  notice is so short, they have selected remote

         23  places, I do not know where it is in Staten Island,

         24  and I think they should, at least, hear from us.

         25                 The difference between the Task Force
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          2  and the Berger Commission, the Berger Commission is

          3  charged by Pataki and they have- and it is

          4  regionalized, is that they are looking at what

          5  formula should they develop that would be used in

          6  closing hospitals.  Their focus is do de- certify

          7  beds, and on a state level, that may work.

          8                 What our focus is, one, is to have

          9  more community input, which are the consumers to

         10  exactly how and why our community services are so

         11  vital, to have the roundtables that are planned, and

         12  also town hall meetings, to have that input, and

         13  then the focus is to develop a strategy of how we

         14  meet those needs in the City of New York, which is

         15  so unique to every place else in the state.

         16                 So, it is not carving a path right

         17  through the Berger Commission, what it is doing is

         18  the objectives are the same is to provide quality

         19  healthcare, and for the state it may seem that it is

         20  over- bedded but if you were to take New York City,

         21  and you were to take a borough of Queens, Staten

         22  Island, that is not that case.

         23                 However, I will say that the

         24  resources that we have may have to be redistributed

         25  so that we would get the best use of our hospitals,
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          2  and St. Vincent's on Staten Island is, and the

          3  Speakers Office and I had a meeting with St.

          4  Vincent's here, the diocese and what exactly they

          5  are doing because in Queens you have St. Johns that

          6  was pushed into the bankruptcy of St. Vincent's.  So

          7  the Task Force has a- it is good work, long work,

          8  hard work but the objective is not for just to sit

          9  there and listen, it is really to come up with a

         10  very sound strategy as how we improve and keep what

         11  we have.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chair.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Thank you so

         17  much, Mr. Chair.

         18                 But just to go a little further, that

         19  we need to be focused on is that the Berger

         20  Commission is what- is the pinnacle of what was done

         21  over the past years.

         22                 For instance, at Harlem Hospital what

         23  they do- if you can live within three blocks of

         24  Harlem hospital, and if an ambulance picks you up

         25  and instead of taking you to Harlem Hospital, you
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          2  are taken to St. Luke's-Roosevelt, which is 15- 20

          3  blocks away, and so what happens now, the Berger

          4  Commission goes and looks at Harlem Hospital and

          5  says it is underutilized, and therefore the beds are

          6  not used and the hospital is downsized.

          7                 So, that is what we need to look at

          8  in all of the communities and in all of the

          9  hospitals, what they are doing is not allowing you,

         10  and you can request, and I have personal knowledge

         11  of persons being picked up at their homes- Harlem

         12  Hospital is at 135th and Lenox Avenue, they reside

         13  at 112th and Lenox Avenue, and an ambulance came to

         14  pick them up, they requested to go to Harlem

         15  Hospital and instead they were taken to St. Luke's.

         16                 So, this is something that we need to

         17  be very careful because this has been going on at

         18  all of these hospitals for the last few years, and

         19  the Berger Commission is the pinnacle to take that

         20  data and close down the hospitals.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Okay, Council

         22  Member Arroyo, and I want to congratulate her in her

         23  new position as Co- Chair of the Black and Latino

         24  and Asian Caucus.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO:  You just
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          2  elected me I guess.

          3                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          4                 I apologize also for being late, the

          5  FDR and the Alphabet City just was not working, and

          6  if it was already mentioned then I apologize.

          7                 One of the concerns that I have in

          8  this is in following up on the issue of HIV/AIDS

          9  infection in communities of color, and the shift in

         10  funding that seems to be occurring.

         11                 I have got three groups in the 17th

         12  district that are going to be defunded, and the

         13  money is not being cut, it is just being awarded to

         14  a different group that is not a community based

         15  organization, that is not familiar with the issues

         16  and the needs of the community, and they are

         17  supposed to be coming into the community to provide

         18  services to those who live there.  That is a very

         19  serious concern, it posses two issues.  One, that it

         20  undermines and disempowers community- based

         21  organizations that have been working in the

         22  community for decades who do what they do well, and

         23  then we have to deal with the unemployment of the

         24  people who work in those programs because the

         25  funding is just not going to be there.  That is
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          2  unacceptable.

          3                 We need to make sure that the City

          4  understands that our communities take care of our

          5  communities and that we do not need people coming in

          6  from other communities into ours, and I speak for

          7  all of us, to tell us how to do something.  We know

          8  how do for ourselves.

          9                 That the funding is inadequate is an

         10  issue but now, the community organizations that have

         11  been providing the services are not going to be

         12  there for those who know them, feel comfortable with

         13  them and not to mention, the issue of the infection

         14  rate in the youth, and how we are going to deal with

         15  that.

         16                 That is a major issue, so that is the

         17  second point, is that we need to establish funding

         18  for a youth- directed program where we get young

         19  people trained, formally trained, in HIV/AIDS

         20  counseling and prevention.  I am talking about 12

         21  and 13 year olds, I am not talking about the

         22  adolescents that are in high school. The infection

         23  rate in the young population, we do not have a clue

         24  what it is.  They are functioning as if HIV and AIDS

         25  is a chronic disease just like diabetes and
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          2  hypertension that you take medication for and you

          3  are okay.  They do not fear it, they have lost the

          4  respect and do not perceive it to be a threat in

          5  their life, and that is a major, major issue.  So

          6  that those who are 12 and 13, 14 year olds, who are

          7  sexually active, with multiple partners, of both sex

          8  because it is mind boggling, and I come from the

          9  health care field, and when you do an HIV counseling

         10  on a 16 year old young man who tells you he has had

         11  69 partners of both sex, unprotected, and says`Oh, I

         12  am not concerned, I take medication and I will be

         13  fine', that is scary stuff.

         14                 They do not want to hear it from the

         15  guy in the white coat in the exam room, so we need

         16  to empower and train young individuals who can go

         17  out and educate their peers about the dangers of

         18  engaging in certain behaviors that are going to put

         19  their lives at risk.  I do not think as a city we

         20  have done enough to pay attention to that

         21  population.  I am talking about middle school

         22  children who are fearless about a number of things,

         23  including HIV and AIDS.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Thank you.

         25                 Council Member Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Just two

          3  points with Council Member Arroyo.  We share an area

          4  of High Bridge in the Bronx, which has the highest

          5  HIV/AIDS population in Bronx County, and three years

          6  ago when Serrano was still in office, we did a joint

          7  town hall meeting and we had them do the- the Health

          8  Department did an overlay of the areas in High

          9  Bridge that are affected with HIV and AIDS, and then

         10  those with STDs of teens from 11 to 16, and the

         11  numbers totally corresponded, and so I think, I

         12  cannot agree or emphasize enough the importance of

         13  funding, but also we need to be aware in Bronx

         14  County that with this new distribution, no Bronx

         15  organization was awarded HIV money.  It is all going

         16  to Manhattan based, white- run companies to then

         17  subcontract or deploy people into the area, which is

         18  just egregious, and we as a committee, and again, I

         19  am glad, and I am new to this committee, but I am

         20  very glad that the Health Chair is from the Bronx

         21  because this is a serious issue because when the

         22  Mayor put his AIDS Commission together years ago,

         23  there was someone from every borough except the

         24  Bronx.

         25                 So, it is a pattern that is going on,
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          2  and to Council Member Dickens, we need to look,

          3  coming from the health care field as an attorney,

          4  many times our hospital was voluntarily put on

          5  diversion by EMS because at the time the emergency

          6  department head had`beef' with EMS, and they do

          7  things like that so numbers go down, and they put

          8  hospitals on diversion without the hospital knowing

          9  and you end up finding- because it is like a little

         10  click, you end up finding out because the ER, EMS

         11  takes people to hospitals that they have better

         12  relationships with if they can work with the triage

         13  nurse and get overtime, or and this sounds funny,

         14  but what hospital has the best snacks as they wait.

         15  All these things play into it, and you will find a

         16  lot of times that hospitals are voluntarily put on

         17  diversion and they are saying they are capacity to

         18  deal, and I do not know if Harlem is a Trauma 1

         19  Center but they will bump injuries to Trauma 1

         20  injuries and say, "Oh, we cannot take them there."

         21                 So, as we look at these issues, it

         22  especially affects hospitals that are typically

         23  underserved, meaning the population around the

         24  hospitals, underserved, and communities of color.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Now I think that
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          2  is a serious problem because, I mean, any second or

          3  any minute or any five minutes is a matter of life

          4  and death, and we want to make sure that the number

          5  one issue at hand for EMS or whoever is transporting

          6  the person in need of medical attention is the

          7  health care of the person in need of medical

          8  attention, and not personalities or egos or anything

          9  that may divert people to different hospitals.

         10                 So, we will definitely address that

         11  issue, and we will look into seeing if there is any

         12  type of legislation that we could put forward that

         13  would prevent such steering practices from taking

         14  place with penalties if something like that does

         15  happen, so we will, I know Ann will take a very good

         16  look into whether or not we are able to do that, and

         17  if we can do that we will get that done as soon as

         18  possible.

         19                 Anything else?

         20                 Yes, Council Member Mendez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ:  Yes if I may

         22  just add, to look at language access issues in the

         23  hospitals and the clinics, and the whole lead paint

         24  abatement and how it is really affecting our

         25  communities.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Anything else?

          3                 Yes Council Member Sears, I

          4  apologize.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  I just want to

          6  elaborate on what Maria has brought out that AIDS is

          7  not dropping in the City of New York, and it is

          8  increasing dramatically among the young people.    With

          9  AIDS you have unemployment, and you have health

         10  problems besides the AIDS.  Depression is very, and

         11  we evidence that depression by behavior that takes

         12  place in society.

         13                 If you have that hearing and probably

         14  should, I think we should have Tony from the

         15  Infectious Diseases in Washington, D.C., I do not

         16  know if it is Fusco/Falco, it is Falco, Anthony

         17  Falco.  He is just brilliant, and he really runs

         18  that agency, he is somebody that should come to New

         19  York City, and he should come to your hearing

         20  because since the funds have been so cut on that,

         21  what comes out of that hearing with him, we may be

         22  able to get the Congressional Delegation to really

         23  and truly fight for those dollars that will be able,

         24  because they are also connected.  Unemployment is

         25  connected, it affects the health, and the HHC's get
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          2  very greatly affected by that, and some hospitals,

          3  they cannot even handle that.

          4                 So, we need help from the Federal

          5  Government on that issue, and I think that we should

          6  move with that, and I think that he might be one to

          7  consider.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  Council Member

         10  Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Mr. Chair,

         12  two more things.

         13                 We focus on HIV/AIDS, and I think

         14  Council Member Foster really hit on something as

         15  well.

         16                 We need to look at sexually

         17  transmitted diseases. We really do because HIV/AIDS

         18  is probably the most dramatic thing that we can

         19  think of in terms of a sexually transmitted disease

         20  but there is such a plethora of things that happen

         21  to young people, to older people, through sexual

         22  transmission that we need to be dealing with as

         23  well.

         24                 So I hope that we can put that on our

         25  list.  Just looking at how the Department of Health
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          2  is really dealing with that, and dealing with

          3  treatment.

          4                 And then finally bird flu, what have

          5  we done in the City of New York to prepare our

          6  citizenry to educate.  They are finding cases now,

          7  more and more cases, and it may seem remote but I

          8  have never had to live through, I do not think our

          9  generation has had to live through a real pandemic

         10  situation, and we have a hard time just dealing

         11  with, you know, emergency response in terms of a

         12  blackout, do you know what I am saying?  Do you have

         13  water?  Do you have this, do you have that?

         14                 I remember preparing even for just

         15  when the switch over for computers was supposed to

         16  happen in 2000, the type of panic and scare that was

         17  going on.  Imagine if we do not begin to educate

         18  people from now about the bird flu, what that can

         19  mean

         20  for- particularly communities of color that are

         21  always the last

         22  to hear or know or be prepared for anything, but the

         23  City overall.

         24                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA:  I think that
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          2  goes into the fact, and one of the main concerns

          3  that I hear is that access to health care is a major

          4  issue, and I think that is why we need our small

          5  clinics in every single neighborhood because that

          6  helps in the prevention of major disease and the

          7  dissemination of education information for the kids

          8  and for the families, and I think that if we do a

          9  study, and I am pretty sure studies have already

         10  been done that shows that in communities of color,

         11  and low- income communities there are less medical

         12  clinics within that radius, opposed towards other

         13  more affluent communities.

         14                 So, we will definitely be addressing

         15  all of these issues, and the bird flu, even though

         16  it is- seems to be a world apart, this world gets

         17  smaller every single day with airplanes and massive

         18  transportation, so the world is not as big as it

         19  used to be, so it is an issue that we have to be

         20  prepared for.

         21                 Anything else?

         22                 That being said, all that being said,

         23  we have heard your concerns.  I think we have a

         24  notepad and a half full of ideas that we are going

         25  to run with, and we are going to work with.  We are
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          2  going to have a lot of collaborative efforts with a

          3  lot of the committee chairs, and I know with the

          4  caucus.  We are going to have a lot of work on our

          5  hands, and we are going to hopefully do in this

          6  session a tremendous amount of good work for the

          7  people of the City of New York.

          8                 Again I want to thank my colleagues

          9  for coming out, and I want to thank my new team on

         10  the Health Committee.  We are going to be having a

         11  lot of collaboration. I think you have heard

         12  everybody's issues, and we will get this done

         13                 Thank you Luisa, thank you Rocco,

         14  thank you everybody else.

         15                 This meeting is adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 11:10 a.m.)
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