MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:  A LOCAL LAW to amend the New York city charter, in relation to authorizing the department of transportation to extend the date of the operating authority of certain subsidized private bus services. 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
This local law would amend subdivision b of section 378 of the New York City Charter to authorize the Department of Transportation, with the approval of the Franchise and Concession Review Committee, to extend the expiration date of the New York Bus Tours (doing business as New York Bus Service)(hereinafter “New York Bus Service”) to operate subsidized private bus service until September 15, 2005. .  
REASONS FOR SUPPORT:

New York Bus Service transports passengers in and around the Bronx and between the Bronx and Manhattan.  The operating authority of New York Bus Service to provide subsidized bus services is set to expire on March 26, 2005 pursuant to Local Law 3 of 2005.  In
 order to provide a smooth transition from the service provided by the subsidized bus companies to the MTA, there is a need to continue the franchise operating authority of New York Bus Service until September 15, 2005.  The continuation of this franchise for a limited period will promote the public interest, enhance the health, welfare and safety of the public, stimulate commerce and prevent a disruption in service.  

Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen E. Meara
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