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The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Preston Niblack, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No:  1031-A
Committee:
Consumer Affairs

Title:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to licensing of pedicabs.

. 

Sponsor: By the Speaker (Council Member Quinn) and Council Members Garodnick, Jackson, Gennaro, Koppell, Lappin, Recchia, Stewart, Vallone Jr., and White

Summary of Legislation: This legislation would require pedicab owners to obtain a pedicab business license at an annual fee of one hundred and ten dollars including the fee for registration.  The registration fee for each additional pedicab would be sixty dollars.  The commissioner would have the authority to deny or revoke a license if a pedicab owner fails to obtain a pedicab registration plate.  The commissioner would not issue registration plates to more than thirty pedicabs for any pedicab business and no pedicab business or pedicab owner would be allowed to hold more than thirty registration plates at any one time.  The commissioner would commence accepting applications for registration plates on the fortieth day after enactment of the local law and would continue accepting applications for sixty consecutive days following the commencement.  During the sixty day period, persons submitting applications for registration plates would also submit applications for pedicab business licenses.  The registration would be valid for a period no longer than one year and the expiration date of the registration plate would be a date specified by the commissioner, except that registrations issued prior to November 1, 2010 would expire on November 1, 2010.  
This legislation would make it unlawful for a pedicab business or driver to operate a pedicab unless it has been inspected by the department; it has been issued a registration plate; and the registration is in effect.  A pedicab business would pay a fifty-five dollar re-inspection fee for any pedicab that fails to appear at an inspection scheduled by the department or that is determined upon inspection not to meet the requirements of the law.
To be eligible for or to maintain a pedicab driver license, an applicant must be at least eighteen years of age; possess a currently valid motor vehicle driver’s license that is in full force and effect; not have his or her motor vehicle driver’s license suspended or revoked; and meet fitness requirements as determined by the commissioner.
A pedicab business would design and implement policies and procedures to train all pedicab drivers of the obligation to follow all provisions of state and local law governing the operation of a bicycle and would require drivers to provide a copy of any summons, complaint, or notice of violation of to the pedicab business within five business days of such drivers’ receipt of such documents.  It shall be unlawful for a pedicab business to fail to train pedicab drivers to ensure compliance with such requirements.
A pedicab driver who is arrested, or who receives a summons or complaint for a traffic-related offense or other notice of violation of any law or regulation, while operating a pedicab, would provide a copy of the record of such arrest or a copy of such summons, complaint or notice of violation to the pedicab business to which such pedicab is registered within five business days of such driver’s receipt of such documents.  Moreover, the commissioner may suspend, revoke, deny or refuse to renew a pedicab business license based on violations of this law.
Effective Date:  This local law would take effect immediately, except that section five of this local law would take effect one hundred days after it would have become a law, and provided that pedicab businesses may continue to operate without a pedicab business license, and pedicab drivers may continue to operate pedicabs without a registration plate and without a pedicab driver’s license, until the expiration of one hundred days of the effective date of this local law, and provided that subdivisions a, b, and d of section 20-251 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by section four of this local law, would be deemed repealed eighteen months after the sixtieth day of the application period for registration plates.  
Fiscal Year in Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2010

Fiscal Impact Statement:
	
	Effective FY10
	FY Succeeding

Effective FY11
	Full Fiscal

Impact FY10

	Revenues (+)
	$46,250-$132,000
	$46,250-$132,000
	$46,250-$132,000

	Expenditures (-)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$46,250-$132,000
	$46,250-$132,000
	$46,250-$132,000


Impact on Revenues: There is a potential impact on revenues ranging from $46,250 – $132,000 as a result of this legislation.  This calculation assumes that all of the estimated 750 – 1,200 pedicabs currently operating in New York City will register and apply for licensing.  The lower end of the estimate is based on the assumption that each of the 750 pedicabs are owned by pedicab businesses possessing the maximum number of 30 registration plates.  Under this assumption, 25 companies would pay $110 for their first pedicab license and registration plate and $60 for the remaining 29 registration plates.  The higher range of the estimate assumes that 1,200 pedicabs are owned by individual pedicab drivers who are each paying $110 for their license and registration plate.
Impact on Expenditures: There would be no impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation.
Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
General Fund

Source of Information:

City Council Finance Division

Estimate Prepared By:

Jonathan Rosenberg, Deputy Director

Walter Pitts, Legislative Financial Analyst 

History:



On June 29, 2009, the Committee on Consumer Affairs held a hearing on the legislation, which was considered as a preconsidered introduction, and the item was laid over.  This legislation was introduced by the Council and referred to the Committee on Consumer Affairs on June 30, 2009 as Int. 1031.  An amendment has been proposed and the Committee on Consumer Affairs will reconsider the legislation as Proposed Int. 1031-A.
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