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TITLE: 	Resolution concerning an amendment to the District Plan of the Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement District that authorizes additional services for the district and changes the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based, and setting the date, time and place for the public hearing of the local law authorizing such changes as set forth in the amended District Plan of the Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement District.






I. 
INTRODUCTION	
	The Committee on Finance, chaired by Council Member Daniel Dromm, will consider Preconsidered Resolution, a resolution setting the date, time and place for the public hearing on an amendment to the District Plan of the Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement District (“Flatbush Avenue BID”) for May 13, 2021, in the City Council Remote Hearing, Virtual Room 1 at 9:00 a.m.
	The Preconsidered Resolution is required by the existing law, Chapter 4 of Title 25 of the New York City Administrative Code, (the “BID Law”), which authorizes the City Council to establish Business Improvement Districts.
	The main purpose of this Resolution is to set the public hearing date, time and place for the review of the local law which would amend the District Plan of the Flatbush Avenue BID. The hearing on the local law and the Flatbush Avenue BID plan, as amended, will be held on May 13, 2021, in the City Council Remote Hearing, Virtual Room 1 at 9:00 a.m. before the Committee on Finance.
	This Resolution also directs that all notices required under the BID Law be properly given by the Department of Business Services and the District Management Association of the Flatbush Avenue BID. The notice of the hearing will state the additional services being proposed in the Flatbush Avenue BID and the proposed change in the method of assessment upon which the district charge in the Flatbush Avenue BID is based.
	BID’s, which are specifically established areas, use the City's property tax collection mechanism to approve a special tax assessment with which to fund additional services that would enhance such areas and improve local business.  The additional services are normally in the areas of security, sanitation, physical/capital improvements (lighting, landscaping, sidewalks, etc.), seasonal activities (Christmas lighting) and related business services (marketing and advertising).  The BID demarcates the areas in which services will be enhanced and also establishes the mechanism for the assessment needed to generate the required budget.
II. FLATBUSH AVENUE BID 
a. Background	
	The Flatbush Avenue BID was first established in 1988, and is bounded by properties on both sides of Flatbush Avenue from Parkside Avenue to Cortelyou Road in Brooklyn. The BID was established primarily to address the influx of people that moved to the neighborhood, which increased the need for additional housing. 
The BID is currently requesting that the Council approve the following changes to the District Plan:
1. Expanding services to include, but not be limited to: sanitation, public safety, marketing and promotions, holiday lighting, economic development, administration and advocacy; and 
2. Changing in the method of assessment authorized to be calculated on a formula applicable to the class of property.

b. Service Expansion

The current district plan already authorizes a range of services required for the enjoyment and protection of the public and the promotion and enhancement of the district, which include security services, holiday and seasonal decorations, promotion services of local retail opportunities, sanitation program services, administration and other additional services. 
The amended district plan would authorize the provision of additional services in the district. Such supplemental services would include, but not be limited to: sanitation, public safety, marketing and promotions, holiday lighting, economic development, administration and advocacy. According to the BID, this amendment would bring the district plan into alignment with current district plans in terms of additional services provided as the needs in the district have changed since establishment. 
c. Formula Change
The current method of assessment for the Flatbush Avenue BID is based on the linear front footage for commercial properties. Under the amended district plan, all properties devoted to commercial use, including parking facilities, commercial condominiums or vacant/development sites would be assessed 60 percent on Flatbush-facing linear frontage and 40 percent based on commercial square footage. 
Government- and not-for-profit-owned properties devoted to public or not-for-profit use would be exempted from an assessment. All residential properties would be assessed at one dollar ($1.00) per year. 
The amendment to the method of assessment would account changes in the district since its creation in 1988, and provide a fair assessment of district properties. When the Flatbush Avenue BID was first formed, the most prevalent building type was the three-story walk-up, with residential units or storage spaces, above ground floor retail premises, single-story buildings, four-story buildings, and a few larger bank structures and theatres. However, according to the BID, since 1988 the district has changed so that the front-footage method of assessment no longer provides fair assessment of properties. 
Of the 190 properties within the Flatbush Avenue BID, 29 properties would pay more under the new assessment formula, with an average increase of $3,025.44 per year and 161 properties would pay less, with an average decrease of $544.96 per year. The assessment formula change would shift the burden of assessment from the majority of the small property owners toward the owners with larger commercial square footage, that is, those that have the greater potential for revenues per square footage in their commercial spaces. 

Preconsidered Res. No.

..Title
Resolution concerning an amendment to the District Plan of the Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement District that authorizes additional services for the district and changes the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based, and setting the date, time and place for the public hearing of the local law authorizing such changes as set forth in the amended District Plan of the Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement District. 
..Body     

By Council Member Dromm

	Whereas, pursuant to chapter 4 of title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (the "BID Law"), the City established the Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement District in the City of New York; and	

	Whereas, pursuant to Local Law No. 82 for the year 1990, the City Council assumed responsibility for adopting legislation relating to Business Improvement Districts; and

	Whereas, pursuant to Section 25-410(b) of the BID Law, an amendment to the District Plan that provides for additional improvements or services provided or any change in the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based may be adopted by local law, provided that the City Council determines, after a public hearing, that it is in the public interest to authorize such change and that the tax and debt limits prescribed in Section 25-412 of the BID Law will not be exceeded by such change; and

	Whereas, the Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement District wishes to amend the District Plan in order to authorize additional services in the District and change the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based; and 

	Whereas, pursuant to Section 25-410(b) of the BID Law, the City Council is required to give notice of the public hearing by publication of a notice in at least one newspaper having general circulation in the district specifying the time when and the place where the hearing will be held; now, therefore, be it

 	Resolved, that the Council of the City of New York, pursuant to Section 25-410(b) of the BID Law, hereby directs that:

(i) May 13, 2021 is the date and the City Council Remote Hearing, Virtual Room 1, is the place and 9:00 a.m. is the time for a public hearing (the "Public Hearing") to hear all persons interested in the legislation that would authorize additional services in the District and a change in the method of assessment upon which the district charge in the District is based; and

 	(ii)	On behalf of the City Council and pursuant to Section 25-410(b) of the BID Law, the District Management Association of the Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement District is hereby authorized to publish in a newspaper of general circulation in the district, not less than ten (10) days prior to the Public Hearing, a notice stating the time and place of the Public Hearing.
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