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	By Council Member Abreu

	SLR 8:
	S.6682-A (Sepúlveda)
A.7061-A (Burgos)

	TITLE:
	AN ACT to amend chapter 544 of the laws of 2022, authorizing the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county, in relation to authorizing the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county of New York and making technical corrections thereto; and to repeal section 6 of chapter 544 of the laws of 2022, authorizing the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county



I. BACKGROUND
	This bill would amend the parkland alienation legislation adopted in 2022 to facilitate four new Metro-North stations in the East Bronx and allow Metro-North passengers to travel directly to Penn Station. The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is performing the improvements, known as Penn Station Access, through a combined design-build contract. Since last year, the project’s design has advanced, and the parkland areas that need to be alienated along the New Haven line have changed. Three easements (two in Pelham Bay Park and one in Starlight Park) are no longer needed; while, two new easements are required in Starlight Park. The new easements will accommodate the construction and maintenance of overhead catenary power within the rail right of way.
II. PROPOSED LEGISLATION
	Sections one and six authorize the City of New York to discontinue select parkland as detailed within sections three and six of the bill, to further the implementation of the Penn Station Access Project.
	Sections two and seven require that MTA provide appropriate consideration to the City of New York in exchange for the granted easements and establishes the relevant processes; it being the intent that such consideration will be determined after granting of such easements by the City pursuant to the provisions of Section 1266(12-a) of the Public Authorities Law, as it may apply.
	Sections three and eight identify the metes and bounds of those portions of parkland that are proposed to be discontinued as parkland.
	Section four requires that to the extent there was any federal funding for the purchase, maintenance or improvement of the parklands being discontinued, compliance with all federal and state requirements, with respect to the appropriate consideration and recreational usefulness of the lands being discontinued, have been met.
	Section five repeals Section 6 of chapter 544 of the laws of 2022.
	Section nine is the effective date.
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect immediately.
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..Title
State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Sepúlveda, S.6682-A, and Assembly Member Burgos, A.7061-A, “AN ACT to amend chapter 544 of the laws of 2022, authorizing the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county, in relation to authorizing the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county of New York and making technical corrections thereto; and to repeal section 6 of chapter 544 of the laws of 2022, authorizing the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county”.
..Body

By Council Member Abreu

	Whereas, Bills have been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Sepúlveda, S.6682-A, and Assembly Member Burgos, A.7061-A, “AN ACT to amend chapter 544 of the laws of 2022, authorizing the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county, in relation to authorizing the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county of New York and making technical corrections thereto; and to repeal section 6 of chapter 544 of the laws of 2022, authorizing the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county”; and
	Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it 
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.
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